








The walls of Jericho swa yed crazily , then split apart
and crashed down with a thundering roar!
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Then the walls of Jericho reeled violently outward and crashed down
with a deafening roar. (Joshua 6:20.)

Skeptics used to ridicule this miracle. But the skeptics were wrong.
Jericho's wall did fall down flat .

Archaeologists have found the ruins of Jericho just where God said
the city was. And after carefully excavating the site for several years,
world-famous archaeologists found that the earth had preserved an amaz­
ing record of God 's miraculous destruction of Jericho.

The walls of the city that fell in Joshua's day could clearly be seen to
have fallen outward and fiat, as the Bible stated in Joshua 6:20. This
record has been described in many books dealing with Jericho though the
date assigned for the collapse of the wall is not usually correct. In only
one place was the wall left partially standing. That must have been where
Rahab's house was built, because God had promised to protect her and
her family because of her faith. (Hebrews 11:30-31.)
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C HAPTE R FIFTY -THREE

ONE MAN'S SIN

THET HUNDERING collapse of the walls of J ericho was no great surprise to
the Israelites. T hey had been to ld by God, through J oshua, what to do and
what would happen . Even so, it was a chilling experience to wit ness the
death of thousa nds as they tumbled with the walls. (Jos hua 6:16-20.)

The Israelite soldiers knew what to do at that point. They broke
from th eir ranks and rushed into the sprea ding clouds of dust , scrambling
over the rubble in a tightening circle to hem in all the Canaanites who
hadn 't died in the collapse of the walls. The Israelites swiftly obeyed the
st rict order to slay every human being and animal in the city .

Only One Family Spared

The only people spared were Rahab , the inn propri etress, and her close
relatives. Because Rahab had determined to qu it serving pagan gods and
learn to obey the t rue God, and had acted on her new faith, God listed her in
the faith cha pte r of the New T estament among those who trusted in God
and are promised a better resurrect ion. (He brews 11:31, 35.)

Rah ab and her relat ives were in the inn at the time of J ericho's fall,
and though the inn was bu ilt on the wall, that par t icular port ion of the
wall was miraculously spared. A group of soldiers, led by th e two scouts
who had promised protection to Rah ab , went up the inside of the piece of
wall and brought Rah ab , those related to her and their possessions to a
safe place outsi de Israel 's camp. (Verses 20-23.)

T he accou nt of the perishing of the idolatrous inh abi tants of Jericho
by God's command is an episode, among many ot hers, that various
religious leaders in high offices declare should be rem oved from the Bible.
T hey feel that God used poor judgment in allowing such accounts to be
written into the Scriptures . But in reali ty, when God had these wretched
idolaters destr oyed , He was actually showing them mer cy. In the judg­
ment they and other ignorant idolaters will be resurrected and given an
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The only part of the Jericho wall that
did not fall was that in which Rahab

and her family stayed .

opportunity to learn God's way to
peace and happiness. (Matthew
12:41, 42; Revelation 20:11-12;
Isaiah 65:19-25.)

The Israelites had already
been warned not to take any booty
of any kind from Jericho except
articles of gold, silver, brass and
iron, which were to go into God's
treasury . Everything else and
everyone in Jericho was accursed,
but items made of these metals
could later be purified by fire .
These things were carefully sought " " ~

out and set aside to later go into
the treasury of God's sanctuary. No
one was to keep any of these things
for himself, nor was anyone to take
for himself things such as clothes,
food, precious stones, animals and
so forth. Any person who took any
personal booty was to become
accursed by God, and would bring
such a curse on Israel that all would suffer. (Joshua 6:17-19.)

After the metals had been removed, the Israelites set fire to Jericho.
Although most of the walls and many of the buildings had been built of
stone and bricks, a great part of the city was made up of heavy beams,
poles, planks and boards. There were other flammable materials, but the
wood alone was enough to produce a tremendous fire in which dead
Canaanites were at least partly cremated. (Verses 24-25.)

As for that standing portion of the wall on which Rahab's inn was
located, it came crashing down when the wooden beams supporting her
house were burned.

By now darkness had come on. Carrying their booty, the Israelites
turned from the blazing ruins and returned to camp.

Next morning Joshua called a meeting of the elders and officers.

Jericho's Desolation a Memorial

"Pass on the word to all the people," Joshua informed them,
"that no man should ever rebuild Jericho. It could present a strong
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temptati on , wha t with the great wall sto nes and wells rem ammg
th ere. Anyone who reconstructs the city will fall under a curs e from
the Creator, and he shall become childless. His oldest child sha ll
die when he lays the foundation and his youn gest sha ll die whe n he
sets up t he city gates. Let the ash es and stones of Jerich o be a
monument to t he destruct ion t hat will come to all idol-worship­
pers." This pr ophecy was fulfilled about 500 years la ter whe n a
very foolish Israelite rebuilt Jericho. (I Kings 16:34.)

News of the fall of Jericho spre ad swiftly over the land, and
Joshua became famous in t hat part of t he world because of his
lead ing Israel to ta ke the city. Consequently, fear of Israel mounted
in the surroundi ng nat ions. (Joshua 6:27.)

The next city J oshua intended to conquer was called Ai. It was
about twelve miles from Jericho in a westerly directi on, and though
it was considera bly smaller than the destroyed city, Joshua had no
intentio n to by-pass any fortress th at might later pr ove a source of
trouble.

Again scouts were used to obta in information. When they returned
from Ai, they reported that this Amorite fortress wasn 't very large or
strong, and that it would be no great problem for Israel to attack and
destroy it .

" It won't be necessary for all or even a grea t part of our army to
attack thi s place ," the scouts told Joshua. "The walls aren't very high ,
and it is too small to contain very many fighting men . Two or three
th ousand of our soldiers should be able to conquer it." (Joshua 7:2-3.)

At first it seemed to J oshua that it would be risky to send such a
small number of soldiers, but then he began to wonder if he would be
showing a lack of faith in what God could do for Israel by sending te n or
twenty times as many men as the scouts suggested. After all , the scouts
he sent were chosen from am ong his best officers and were men of good
judgment . J oshua concluded that it wouldn't be necessary to send more
than three th ousand men .

A few hours later the Israelit e soldie rs emerged from the caravan
road leading up from the J ord an valley, and saw the city of Ai at op a
ridge. It was evident that they could be plainly seen by the Amorites, and
that a surprise attack would be imp ossible. Never theless, the Israelite
soldiers were confident because of what God had done for them at
J ericho, and th ey mar ched boldly up to Ai. Their leader was certain that
th e Amorites would surrender when they were to ld to give up without a
fight or be set upon by the whole Isra elite army.
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Tragedy at Ai

Suddenly the gate of Ai swung open, and thousands of screaming
Amorite soldiers rushed out at their would-be attackers!

The Israelites had supposed that the inhabitants of Ai would be
quaking with fear, and this abrupt turn of events so surprised them that
they momentarily froze in their tracks. By the time they got into action,
spears and arrows from the onrushing Amorites were raining into the
ranks of the Israelites, and some of these weapons were finding fatal
marks. On top of that, rock catapults atop the wall had gone into opera­
tion, and huge stones were thudding among the Israelites.

"Where is the help and defense God promised us?" was the question
that crossed the minds of most of the Israelite soldiers. It was being made
shamefully obvious to the Israelites that God's protection, since the
crossing of the Jordan, hinged upon their obedience.

Faith in their Creator swiftly fled, and so did the Israelites. Instead of
fighting back , they turned and raced away through a hail of stones, arrows
and spears. This cowardly move spurred the screaming Amorites to greater
boldness, and they pursued their enemies all the way back through the

Although the Israelite soldiers real ized that they could pla inly be seen
by enemy soldiers. they boldly approached the city of Ai.
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Instead of standing their ground . the Israelite soldiers turned
and fled before the attacking Amorites.

defile which contained the road by which the Israelites had come.
When at last the routed and panic-stricken Israelites were clear of

their pursuers and could group safely together, they found that the
Amorites had slain thirty-six of their number and had wounded many
more.

It was a dejected and disgraced piece of army that returned to camp.
When the people heard what had happened, their confidence in God
tumbled to a new low. They couldn't understand why God would promise
them swift victory over all their enemies, and then allow about three
thousand of their soldiers to be disorganized, chased and crippled by the
idol-worshipping Amorites. (Joshua 7:4-5.)

In those days it was the custom to show regret, self -reproach or
humiliation by tearing one 's clothes and tossing dust upon his head. That
was what Joshua did when he heard what had happened. He was so upset
and discouraged that he called the elders together before the tabernacle
to join him until sundown in prostration and an attitude of repentance.

"Why have you brought us over Jordan to let us fall into the ha nds
of the Amorites?" Joshua inquired of God as he lay with his face to the
ground inside the tabernacle. " It would have been better for us to stay on
the east side of the river than try to attack our enemies here and end up
fleeing in terror from them. When all the Canaanites and other nations
hear of this, they shall decide we are really weak, and shall come with
their combined forces to surround us. We shall be destroyed, and the
great name of our God shall be disgraced!" (Verses 6-9.)
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"T hese things haven 't happened because of any unfaithfulness on
my part," God replied. "My orders were th at no booty should be ta ken
from Je richo for persona l gain. I warned Israel th at anyone who did so
would become as accurse d as J ericho's people, an d that a curse would fall
on all Israel as a result. Someone has gone against my will in this matter ,
and a curse has fallen on this nat ion. T hat is why the attempt to conquer
Ai was a failure. My help and st rength was not with the soldiers, nor will
my help be with Israel again in any attempt to overcome your enemies
until you remove and destroy the guilty one."

Joshua was sur prised and shocke d when he heard this. It hadn't
occur red to him that the defea t of his soldiers could be du e to someone
obta ining booty from J ericho and hiding it .

"Get up and tell th e people what has happened ," God conti nued.
"Tell them that they can not successfully face their enemies until the
guilty one is rem oved , and that they shou ld wash themselves and be
read y to appear before you tomorr ow while the guilty one is found."
(Verses 10-15.)

J oshu a obeyed, and next morn ing the heads of the tribes gat hered
before the tabernacle and dre w lots to learn what t ribe had the guilty
person. The t ribe of Judah drew the telling lot . Then it was up to the heads
ofthe famili es of Judah to draw lots . The head of the family of th e Zarhites
drew the un wanted lot , and next it was the turn of the househ old head s of
the Zarhite s to draw lots. Accord ing to t he manner in which God caused the
lots to be dr awn, the household turne d out to be that of Zabdi .

The men of the household of Zabdi solemnly gathered together to do
their part. The vast crowd of silent onlookers knew that one of these men was
respon sible for the death of thirty -six men, the injury of many others and the
swift and humiliating retreat of th e Israeli tes from Ai. (Verses 16-18.)

The Guilty Man Found

The lot indicating guilt was drawn by a man by the name of Achan ,
referred to in ot her scriptures as Achar . (I Chronicles 2:7.) Long before
the lot was dr awn, it was evide nt to many bystanders that this man was
the one being sought. His face grew more dr awn and his expression more
frightened as matters proceeded.

The pale and sha king Achan was brou ght before J oshua.
"Don't t ry to hid e your evil deed," J oshu a advised him. "Hono r your

God by confess ing what you have done."
" 1- 1 didn 't realize at the time how much I was sinning against the

God of Israel!" Achan tearfully burst out as he fell to his knees and bowed
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When Achan saw that he was
alone, he quickly snatched up some

of the valuables out of the rubble
and hid them inside his clothing ,

his head. "I was tramping through the rubble of Jericho with other
soldiers when I stumbled by myself into the remains of what surely had
been the dwelling quarters of a wealthy Canaanite family . When I looked
around and saw many valuable things that could increase my family 's
living standard, I didn't think it would greatly matter to take some of
them, especially because most of them would be burned and wasted. One
of the things that caught my eye was a beautiful Babylonian robe that
shone as though it were woven of golden threads from a rainbow. I stuffed
the robe under my jacket, scooped up a handful of silver coins from a
chest, grabbed some small object that looked as though it were solid gold,
jammed these things into my pouch and then climbed out of the place to
join the other soldiers." (Joshua 7:19-21.)

"Where are these things now?" Joshua queried.
"I buried them in the ground inside my tent," was the painful

reply .
Joshua immediately rushed officers to Achan's tent. They returned

within a few minutes to show Joshua a costly Babylonish type garment, a
number of silver coins and a small, wedge shaped bar of gold.

Joshua was aware of the unpleasant event that had to follow.
According to God's orders, Achan and his family, his livestock and his
possessions-including the things he had stolen-were taken to a spot

well outside the camp of Israel.
There Joshua again confronted
Achan to ask him why he had been
so thoughtless and disobedient as
to bring so much trouble on his
people.

"I didn't mean to bring on
what happened," Achan mur­
mured. " I just didn't take God's
warning seriously concerning how
much one person's sin can affect
others!"

Those were Achan 's last
words. He was led away to be
stoned to death in the sight of his
family and thousands of others.

Then he and all his posses­
sions were burned and a great heap
of stones was piled over his body .
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Since he had tried to enrich hi s famil y by rebellion, his family had to
stand by and watch all their livestock and other property destroyed as a
warning to all. (Joshua 7:22-26.)

J oshua returned to the tabernacle to humbly ask God to be merciful
to the Israelites and strengthen them against their enemies.

"Don't be discouraged, " God told him . " Now th at the accur sed man
has been removed , I have removed my curse and my anger. Now take the
army and go to t he city of Ai. Use some of your men to bait t he Amorites
into coming out . Hide the greater part of the army so th at they can
sur prise the enemy. Then you will see how I shall deliver Ai and all its
people to you!" (Joshua 8:1-2.)

The Israelit e army moved close to the thi ck- walled ci ty of Gibeon,
but there were no soldi ers in sight to protect it .
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C HAPTER FIFTY -FOU R

CONQUEST OF BETHEL AND AI

GOD'S promise to J oshua to help in a second attempt to conquer the
Canaanite city of Ai swiftly brought Israel's lead er out of his sta te of
discouragement. J oshu a immediately chose thirty thousa nd soldiers for
the st rategy he had in mind .

Well-planned Strategy

"I'm not sendin g you to direct ly attack Ai," J oshua informed the
officers who were to be in command. "Late tonight you are to take your
soldiers toward Ai. Guides will show you the way. Do not go far from the
city. Go around it to the west side and conceal yourselves in the rugged
count ry behind Ai towa rd Beth el, which is a few miles west of Ai. I shall
send others before dawn. Be very car eful that no one can be seen from Ai
or from the city of Beth el to the west. I sha ll go with a few thousand to be
in the valley just north of Ai when the sun comes up. When the people of
Ai discover us, they will rush out to attack and we will flee from them.
When you who are hiding west of Ai see me waving a bright banner from
the end of my spear , you will know that it is time to rush into Ai and set
th e city on fire. The huge fire will attract the attention of our pursuers.
The 5,000 soldiers on the west and the t roops on the north side of the
valley are then to move swift ly in on the confused enemy." (Jos h. 8:1­
13.)

It was well afte r dark when the th irty thousa nd fully equipped foot
soldiers set out to the northwest . Guides led them to a safe hid ing place
just west of Ai. Every effort was made to muffle th e st omp, clank and
jingle of marchin g men as they moved into the heights between Ai and
the adjoining city of Bethel.

When at last the soldiers reached an area where they could hid e,
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they rested for the remainder of t he nigh t . The only fires allowed were
small ones hidden under overhanging rocks th at would eclipse any show
of light .

J oshua remained at the Israelite camp at Gilgal until after midnight .
Then he set out with the elders of Israel and officers and th e remainder of
the soldiers. In the early morning hours they arrived on the north side of
Ai. By the time he arrived, it was not far from dawn. There wasn 't any
time to be lost in preparing for what had to be done.

"Take five thousand soldiers and move in bet ween Ai and Bethel
before sun-up," J oshua instructed some of his officers. "Ma ke sure no one
from Bethel hinders our conquest of Ai."

Joshua and his "bait" forces moved down into th e valley north of Ai
just before dawn .

Ai Caught Off Guard

When light came over the area, guards on the wall of Ai were start led
to see that military forces were approaching the city from the north side
of the valley. Word was sent to the king of Ai who was st ill feeling
victori ous because his soldiers had previously routed what was considered
an invincible army.

When the king witnessed the Israelites approaching on the plain, he
became very excited. Here, he thought, was a golden opportunity to twice
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vanquish the dr ead ed enemy th at had invaded Canaa n. Any city or
nation that could put Isra el on the run two times would be regarded as
gloriously her oic and powerful. Flushed wit h the thought of a second
victory, the king lost no t ime in orde ring most of his men out to clash
with the Isra elites before they could reach Ai.

The north gate of the city swung open, and out rushed the howling
t roops of Ai to head swiftly down into the valley and directly toward th e
Israelite s. Intend ing to make a great name for himself as the leader of the
forces that would overcome th e feared Israelites, the king of the city rode
out with his men. When the two forces were only a few hundred feet
apart, t he king noticed that the Israelites suddenly came to a halt . It
seemed th at they were getting ready to make a stand, but when they
tu rned and ran off eas tward in the direct ion of the J ordan River , the
ruler of Ai could scarcely believe his eyes.

"We've got them on the ru n al rea dy!" one of the king's officers
shouted.

"Send a man back to the city !" the king shoute d back excitedly.
"Te ll him that I order every man there, and also the soldiers from Beth el,
to join us at once and wipe out the Isra elites even if we have to dri ve them
all the way to the J ordan!"

Still at a safe dist ance away in the valley, J oshua and the soldie rs
with him continue d to move away in feigned flight. When J oshu a saw a
second regiment pouring out of Ai, he was certain that there couldn't be
many more men, if any , remaining in the city . (Jos hua 8:14-17.)

The tim e had come for J oshu a to wave a bright banner attached to
his spear. The signal was seen by sharp-eye d lookouts west of Ai. They
motioned to the 30,000 men hidin g about and below them. With in min­
utes the thirty thousand Israelite soldiers were racing into the unm anned
city .

Already the men of Ai and Bethel were too far away to hear the loud
screams of the women and children whom th ey had left undefended.
They were shortening the distance between themse lves and th e Israelites,
and contact and victory appeared to be only minutes away when one of
th e officers moved close to th e excited king and gesture d frantically
toward the rear .

Idolatrous Canaanites Trapped

T he king looked around, and his express ion of almost gleefu l antici­
pat ion faded from his face. He gave a signa l to ha lt . The bewildered
soldiers came to a stop and looked about to see why they had been
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The King of Ai was horrified when he
turned to look back on his c ity.

ordered to stop. Then all of them
saw the smoke and flames belching
up from inside the walls of Ai!

"We've been tri cked!" the king
roar ed. "Ge t back to the city!"

When J oshua saw the Canaan­
ite soldiers stop and set off in the
opp osite direction, and saw smoke
billowing up from Ai, he again
waved the banner he had been
holding. The men with him sud­
denly turned on the Canaanites.
The thousands of Israelite soldiers
hiding at the nor th rim of the val­
ley opposite Ai leaped out of hiding
and stormed down the slopes at a
right angle to the path of the ene­

my troops racing back toward the cit ies of Ai and Bethel. The 5,000 in
hiding on the west plunged toward Bethel.

Then out of Ai rushed the thirty th ousand Israelites who had set th e
fires in the streets of the city to lure the enemy soldiers back . Joining the
other troops they set off directly toward the oncoming tr oops of Ai and
Bethel. At the same time J oshu a and the men with him began pursuin g
the Canaanites westward.

Boxed in on three sides by rapidly approaching troops, the Canaanites
had to stand and fight or race madly about trying to find a way of escape to
the south. Those who tried to fight were quickly wiped out. Those who tried
to flee up the south slope of the valley were overtaken and slaughtered. The
only man to be captured alive was the king. (Jo shua 8:18-23.)

Leaving thousands of dead bodies litter ing the valley, the Israelites
converged on Ai and destroyed the rest of the pagans who remained
there. Not until then did Joshua lower the banner that waved from his
spear.

Things of value were removed from the city , and then it was burned.
As for the king of Ai, he was han ged on a tree as a punishment for his
gross idolatry. At sunset his body was cut down, tos sed on the ground
before one of the gate s of Ai and covered with a large heap of sto nes.
News of the king 's disgraceful end was certain to swiftly reach other
rulers of nearby cities, communities and nations, and thus add to the fear
and terror growing in th at region of pagani sm.
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What was more likely to impress the other na tions, however, was
that twelve thousand Canaanite men and women perished that day.
(Verses 24-29.)

A Blessing and a Curse

After the victors had returned to Gilgal with their booty and had
rested a few days, Joshua declared that a special ceremony would be held
in an area several miles nor th of Ai. All Israel made the journey over
rough count ry, the ark being carried along as usual. The only ones who
didn 't go along were a few soldiers to watch over the camp and take care
of the animals.

The people congregated on the slopes of two neighboring high
points, Mt . Ebal and Mt. Gerizim, as Moses had commanded them
(Deuteronomy 11:29-30.) They watched and listened as the sacred cere ­
monies took place. An altar was erected on Mt. Eb al, of unhewn stones as
God had commanded. (Exodus 20:25.) Burnt offerings and peace offer­
ings were made there. Joshua read to the people the many blessings that
would come to them through obedience, and the cursi ngs tha t would
come to them through disobedience. These things were written on the
stones of the altar.

The laws from God, given through Moses, were also read to the
people in this solemn assembly. The voices of the readers on the moun­
ta ins ran g out with miraculous, far-reaching volume to the more than two
million scattered over the are a, to remind them of how God wan ted them
to live, and of the t remendous importance of being obedient . (Joshua
8:30-35.)

At the end of the reading of the laws, six tribes on Mt. Gerizim
summarized God's blessings for obedience. Then the other six tribes on
Mt. Ebal echoed the curses that would surely befall Israel if the y broke
the law. (Deuteronomy 27:1-19.)

After the cerem onies the people camped and then started the return
trip to Gilgal.

Israel made thi s journey into enem y territory and back with out
encountering so much as one enemy soldier. However , the movements of
the people weren 't unnoticed , and the rulers of the land became more
distressed when they heard of th is greater penetration into Canaan.

For centuries the small nations of the region of Canaan had warred
among themselves and slain one another. Now that a foreign enemy had
entered the land , the rulers put aside their differences and decided to
pool their fighting forces and put up a uni ted front against Israel. Israel
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had no knowledge of these par t icular plans, though J oshu a and his
officers were aware that such a thing could happen . (Jos hua 9:1-2.)

While this th reat to Israel was being organized, several dus ty travel­
ers one day approached Gilgal wit h thei r burros. Alert Israelite guards
went out to st op the m, but brought them into the camp to meet J oshu a
afte r they requested to visit with the lead er of the Israelites.

"We are ambassadors from a distan t nat ion," a spokesman for the
st ra ngers declared . "We have hea rd how your people have come up from
the south to conquer the nations in this par t of the world . We have come
a long way to meet you and to ask you to promise our nation, because we
are peaceful people , that you will not carryon war with us if ever you
reach our bord ers." (Verses 3-6.)

"You men could be from any of the enem y nati ons close around us,"
J oshu a to ld the m. "We need proof that you are from this distan t nation
you have ment ioned. Otherwise, it would be foolish to make a promise to
you that we would refrain from attacking your nat ion."

"We assure you, sir," the spokesman replied, "that we are not from
any enemy nation. We will be your servants. We have been sent here by
the leaders and people of our count ry-a distant one-to te ll you that
they have heard of the fame of your great God. They are aware of how He
dealt with the rul er of Egyp t , and how He helped you become victo rious
over the Amorites and the kin gs of Heshbon and Bashan. When our
people realized how your God helped you in these battles, they knew that
it would be foolish to try to stand against you, so they sent us to ask you
to promise not to attack a count ry so respectful of your power and your
God."

" It could be as you say," J oshua said, "but as genu ine ambassado rs
you should have some credentials or proof of whom you are."

Logical Sounding Lies

"We were purposely not given any," was the reply. "Our superiors
knew that if we were sto pped by soldie rs of any of our neighboring
nations, and if it were found that we were ambassadors on a secret
peaceful mission to Israel , t he neighb orin g nations would then consider
our nation as an enem y. In fact , for the sake of our country's safety, we
were told not to even men tion the nam e of our people. Our supe riors hope
that this matter can be worked out with our remaining completely name­
less for the sake of safety , extreme as it seems. Then , if ever Israel arrives
at our borders, we sha ll mak e ourselves known."

" I've never hear d of anything like this," Jos hua mur mur ed to his
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The strangers refu sed to reveal the name of their nat ion. but the y claimed
th at it was at a great di stance from Canaan .

officers as he shook his head. " I think it 's time to end this conversation
and send these men away."

"Something occurs to me, sir ," the spokesma n for the st rangers
suddenly remar ked . " Perhaps we can at least prove t hat we are from a
distant nation if you will examine our cloth es and the few things we have
with us!"

"Here is somet hing wort h considering ," an officer whispered to Josh­
ua . "A careful examination of these men's possessions might give us some
valuable clues as to how far they have come."

After a minute of thought Jos hua nodd ed his approval. T he st ra n­
gers were taken out to where thei r burros were t ied , and all that these
men had was carefully examined by competent officers. A few minutes
later the officers reported to J oshua.

"Obviously they actually have come a long way," J oshu a was to ld.
"T heir clothes are dusty and stained wit h days of t ravel. Their shoes are
well worn as from many miles of walking. Even the sacks on thei r burros
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are old-looking as from many hours of exposure to wind , sun and dew.
Their empty leather wine bottles are dr ied out and crac ked . They
brought out what food they had left . It was hard, moldy bread they
claimed was freshly baked the day they starte d out for here." (Jos hua
9:7-13.)

To J oshua and his officers thi s seemed fair evidence that these men
had come a great distan ce from a foreign land.



C HA PTE R FIFT Y-F IVE

"AND THE SUN STOOD STILL"

J OSHUA and the elders had just received men who claimed to be
ambassadors from a far away land. They came to seek peace. If so,
reasoned the elders, then th ere would be no particular harm in promising
not to attack a nati on that wasn 't includ ed am ong the enem y nations of
Canaan. Although these men looked like swarthy Canaa nites, J oshua
knew that some simila r t ribes had gone to other lands, especially north
Africa, to live.

The elders of Israel were told of the se things, and it was decided that
it would be well to do what the st ra ngers asked, and promise no harm to
their nation. This was carried out in a solemn ceremony with J oshu a, the
st rangers, priests and elde rs present . However , though there was an
element of doub t present in this matter, God wasn't consulte d. (Joshua
9:3-15.) God's warning against making peace with Can aan ite s was temp o­
rarily neglected, and Israel's lead ers paid more attentio n to these st ra n­
gers tha n to God.

New clot hes and provisions were supp lied the strange ambassadors.
After they were given food and overn ight lodging with the Israelites, they
th ankfully and smilingly set off to the north to their myster ious nation.

"Se nd severa l armed scouts to follow them without being seen,"
Jos hua ordered. " I am curious to know just where they came from."

It wasn't expected that the scouts would retu rn for many days, and it
was a sur prise when they returned early on the third day.

"It wasn' t necessary to be gone any longer ," th ey reported . "The men
we followed went north for a few miles, then turne d west and went
directly to the Hivite city of Gibeo n abo ut twe nty miles to the west . If
that is their home, then Israel has promised to spa re a city or nat ion well
within the promised land! " (Verse 16.)
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"We have been tricked!" J oshua muttered. "Get fifty th ousand
troops ready to move, and we'll go straighten this matter out !"

Treachery Discovered

Having been inform ed that the strange men claiming to have come
from a distant nation had gone to a city only about twenty miles from
Gilgal, Joshua was quite perturbed. These men had exacted a promise
from J oshua that Israel would not attack their coun try. Now it was quite
evident that their "country" was an area well within the bounds of
Canaan, and God had instructed Israel to destroy all nations, cit ies and
people within those bounds. Obviously these men had tricked Israel into
a sacred promise to spare their people , which was against God's will.

The many th ousands of Israel's soldiers quickly assembled at Josh­
ua's command. Led by scouts who had followed the men respon sible for
t ricking Israel into a peace pact , J oshu a and his soldiers spent three days
in arriving at their destination. It was the walled city of Gibeon, the
capital of a district of swarthy people called Hivites. Four Hivite cities,
including Gibeon, had joined in this strategy in seeking peace with Israel.
(Joshua 9:16-17.)

The Isra elite soldiers moved boldly within the shadows of the walls
of Gibeon, but there was no sign of soldiers on the walls to protect the
city.

"Send men to the gate with thi s message," J oshua told his officers.
" Have our men tell them that th ose men who came to see us in Gilgal
must be sen t out to speak with us right away."

A group of soldiers went to the nearest gate and loudl y repeated
J oshua's request. There was a response only a few minutes later. The gate
swung open, and out walked the men who had come to Gilgal posing as
st rangers from a distant nation. A few Hivites of high rank accompanied
them. Behind them was a crowd of Hivites silently watching to see what
would happen. The "ambassadors" sheepishly walked up to Joshua and
his officers.

"Why did you go to all the trouble of trying to fool us into believing
that your nat ive land was qu ite distant instead of within our land only a
few miles from our camp?" Joshua asked th em. (Verse 22.)

The Hivites' Excuse

"We have heard ab out how you have wiped out your enemies," a
Gibeonit e officer explained. "We didn't want to be counted among them.
The city of Gibeon here, and three ot her Hivite cit ies to the south-
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One of the Hivit e c it ies that made peace with Joshua.

Chephira h, Beeroth and Kirj athjearim- formed a secret allian ce to seek
a prom ise from Israel's leaders that you would not attack us. We heard
that you are a fair and honest people , and would keep any vow you might
make.

"We became aware that your God commanded you to destroy all the
people of this region , an d we were so alarmed that we tried to carry out
the only plan we thoug ht might save us. But we aren't begging for
freedom now. You have us in your power to deal with as you wish ."
(Verses 24- 25.)

Jo shua was in no hurry to make any decision. Yet he knew if he
wiped out their cit ies, he would be breaking the pledge that the leaders of
Israel had mad e before God as a witness. There was no other choice.
Israel had mad e a binding agreement and would have to pay the pr ice of
lett ing these Hivites remain in th eir land.

J oshu a dismissed the Gibe onites, set up camp near Gibe on and held
a conference with th e princes of Israel.

When the main body of Israel heard the decision of the elders and
Joshua, many of them were disappointed. Some were even ang ered, an d
sent spokesmen to th e elders to voice their feelings. (Joshua 9:18.)

" It is not right to allow these pagan Hivites any mer cy!" shouted one
of the spokesmen. "God ha s commanded us to destroy them!"
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One by one the self-appointe d Israelite
spokesmen came befo re the elde rs to

angrily declare tha t Isra el 's army should
atta ck the Hivite ci ties.

Hivites Made Perpetual
Laborers

"God will punish us if we fail
to attack those four Hivite cities at
once!" another yelled heatedly.
"W hy ar e our leaders defying the
Creato r in th is matter?"

There was much murmuring
among th e ass embled thousands
after these remarks, which were not
necessari ly made be cause t he
speake rs desired obed ienc e. So
much wealth had alre ady been tak­
en from their enemies that a part of
Israel had become greedy , and
those were th e ones whose ire was
rouse d because of being deprived of
the booty of the Hivi te cities.

Ignoring the loud protests, the
elders told the people that Israel
should stic k to the agreement not
to attack t he Hivit es, bu t that
Israel shou ld make the inhabitants
of the four cities bond -servants of
Israel to serve in the ph ysical needs of the Levites. This would keep them
in close contact with God so that they would never return to idolatry.
(Verses 19-21.)

When th e tro ops who had accompanied him heard what Joshu a was
about to do, even some of them muttered in disappointment at being
dep rived of the excit ingly profitabl e opportunity of plunderin g the Hivite
cities .

Jos hua called the rul ers and chief officers of the Hivites before him
and made this proclamat ion:

"T hough you have sought peace and have recognized our God as
great, you tricked us. Therefore you are cursed. No longer sha ll your
mighty men of war bear arms. Inste ad , the y sha ll become wood choppers
and wate r bear ers for us. When our peopl e ta ke over this area, your
people sha ll join us and work as bond servants. Your tas ks will be
especially for those in service for our God wherever He shall have us build
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His altar. You have no choice but to accept these conditio ns." (Verses
22-27.)

"T hese are bitter te rms for our warr iors and the people of all four
cit ies," the lead er of Gibeon spoke out. " However, we feel it is better than
being dest royed because of our sins. We know your greater forces and
your great God are too powerful for us to face, and we must humbly bow
to your will." (Verse 25.)

The Hivites should have considered themselves qu ite fortunate to
remain alive under t he circumstances, but it is generally human nature to
hope for more tha n is received, and there was a tone of bitterness in the
voice of the Gibeonite lead er.

Having ended these matters with the Hivites for the time being,
Joshua and his many soldie rs head ed back towa rd Gilgal. They little
guessed that they would very soon be racing back toward Gibeon. We
shall now see why.

For many cent ur ies there had been a city in the land of Canaa n
known as Salem. During the days of Abrah am a King was th ere whose
name was Melch izedek, Who visited Abraham and blessed him after he
rescued Lot and other capt ives from a group of marauding kings. (Gene­
sis 14:17-20.) Melchizedek-Who was later to become Jesus Christ in
human form-ruled from Salem as long as the patriarchs-Abraham,
Isaac and J acob-dwelt in Canaan. Later He ceased to rule from there
when the children of Israel were in Egyp t . In the days of David , Melch iz­
edek again chose Jerusalem (another name for Salem) as the city from
which to rule His people .

The nam e Melchizedek means Kin g of Righteousness. (Hebrews
7:1-3.) At the time the Israelites entered Canaan, the ruler of Sa lem­
then called J erusalem-was a Canaanite, Adoni-zedek, a sinful king who
pretend ed to be "Lord of Righteousness"- a king who put himself in
place of the t rue King of Righteousness-J esus Christ or Melchizedek .

A Plot Against the Hivites

News of the fall of Jericho and Ai broug ht fea r to the rul er of
Jerusalem, especially when he learned of the pact between Israel
and the four Hivite cities just a few miles from J erusalem, because
Gib eon was one of t he stro nger cities of the area - even stronge r
tha n Ai. (Joshua 10:1-2.) Adoni-zedek realized that other cities of
Canaa n must imm ediately band together to sta nd against the Israel­
ites , or be defeated.

T he proud king of Jerusalem sent messe ngers to th e rul ers of four
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neighboring Amorite cities. These were Hebr on (where the Israelit e
scouts wen t on their return tri p through Canaan about forty years
before ), Jarmuth, Lachish and Eglon, and were located in an area only a
few miles sout hwest of J erusalem. Adoni -zedek suggested they all join
forces and invad e the Hivite cit ies to punish th em for making peace wit h
the Israelites. (Verses 3-4.)

Wh en the kings of these cities received Adoni-zedek 's plea for
thei r armies to join his in an attack on Gibeon, they agreed at once
to send all their soldiers northward. Their forces were united on the
way to J erusalem , where Adoni -zedek 's t roo ps were added . T ogether
these thousands of well-t rained warriors marched onward to a spot
just south of Gibeo n, where they camped and readied their equ ip­
men t for an attack on Gibeon, because t he H ivite s were now their
ene mies along with Israel.

When the Gibeonites saw these combined armies st reaming up from
th e sout h, they sent swift messengers to race to Gilgal to ask for help
from Israel.

Whil e the messen gers sped toward the Israelite camp , the armies
from the south set up powerful catapults and ramming devices with
which to assault Gibeon, and pr epared long ladders and ropes for scaling
the walls. Night was not far away, however, and the Gibeonites felt
certain th at no attack would be made un til dawn.

The messengers from Gibeon arrived at Gilgal before nightfall, and
were given an immediate audie nce with Joshua .

"T housa nds up on thousa nds of Canaanite t roops of the Amorite
t ribe were approaching Gibeon when we left !" they excite dly told Joshua .
"Perhaps by now they have alrea dy attacked our city. As your servants ,
we beg you to send up at least a part of your great arm y to save us!"
(Joshua 10:5-6.)

Joshua Had Learned His Lesson

J oshua wasn't incl ined to give the messengers a qu ick answer. He
wondered if th e pr esenc e of so many fighting men could mean th at Israel
migh t run int o deep trouble as punishment for not consulting God in the
matter of mak ing an agree ment with the Gibeonites, or if God had
forgiven him and the elde rs when they repented.

Not wishing another unpleasan t sit uation, Jos hua this time wen t
into the ta bernacle and prayed to God to give him a clear picture of what
should be done.

"Don't be concern ed about that army prepar ing to attack Gibeon,"
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came God's answer. "Not one man of those many thousa nds will come out
alive afte r I punish th em!" (Verse 8.) Now J oshua knew God had forgiven
him and the elders.

T hus encouraged, he was convinced that he should go at once to the
aid of the Gibeo nites. He gave orders to his officers to assem ble the army
of Israel for immediate action. By nightfall the troops were assembled
and ready to ma rch.

Gibeo n was about twenty miles west of Gilgal, an d though they had a
rough, up hill road between the two places, the Israelite army picked its
way to the hill count ry through the night, an d arrived wit hin sight of
Gibeon at dawn. (Verses 7, 9.)

Coming over a rise at the head of Israel's troops, Jos hua and his
officers saw that the Canaanite troops from the south were just starting
to move closer to Gibeo n for thei r assa ult on the walls. Catapults were
being pushed forward, scores of men were carrying metal-nosed logs wit h
which to batter the gates, and thousa nds of arc hers, swordsme n and
spear-bearers were mar chin g wit hin st riking range of the walls.

"Draw up our t roops to attack the inva ders of Gibeon at once!"
J oshu a told his officers. "Keep the troo ps out of sight behind this rise,
move north of Gibeon so th at we can't be seen, and then divide up and
swing around the east and west walls to sur prise them!"

Minu tes later hordes of Israelite soldiers raced ar ound the walls of
Gibeon to rush in among th e t roops moving against the Hivite city . T he
attackers were so sur prised by this sudden onslaught by the Israelites
that they halted in their t racks, then turne d and fled in the opposite
dir ection. The Israelites pressed in against them . So great was the
slaughter that bodies were st rewn for miles along paths that led nort h­
westward, sout hward and southwestward from Gibeon.

All this didn't happen in just a short while. Many of the enemy
soldie rs t ried to hide in ravines and among the rocks, and time was
required in sea rchi ng them out. The Israelites had orders to let no enemy
fighters escape, regardless of how far they had to be pu rsue d.

In fact, the main part of the enemy troops to escape the first attack
had to be pu rsued as much as th irty miles to the southwest. (Jos hua
10:10-11.) Part of the way was through a long, deep ravine. T hen there
was a steep ridge to go over, and next a rocky, rugged road so precipitous
in places that ste ps had already been cut in the rocks.

By the time the enemy had been pu rsue d even part of that distance,
however, the morning was half spent. Jos hua became concerned about
being successful in destroyin g all the enemy troops before dar k, after
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whic h any who were left would
sure ly succeed in escaping. Alrea dy
exce ptiona lly heavy clouds were
moving over the sky, which mean t
that darkness would come on even
sooner tha n usual.

A Mighty Miracle

"Cause the sun and moon to
stand still so that the day here will
be made long enough for us to over­
come our enemies ," Jos hua prayed
to God. (Verse 12.)

The battle conti nued . It was
no small mat ter to flush out ene ­
my t roo ps f ro m t hei r h iding
places as t he a rea of fig hting
moved steadily southward. Mean­
while , t he sky be came darke r,
a n d it appea r ed t hat a n u n­
usuall y strong storm was likely to
break in th e region just south of Men grew increa singly fea rful th e longer

the sun stayed in the sky .
Gibeon. Between thick, scudding
clouds t he pa le sun showed t hrough at ti mes . T here was not hi ng
unusual about that, but two or three hours after Joshua's unusual
request of God the Israelites began to be aware th at the sun was
still in a morning posit ion!

As the afternoo n wore on while Isra el kept up the bloody pur suit , it
was noted with increasing awe that the sun st ill had not moved. In fact , it
stayed in th e mid st of th e sky for so long that day light was extended by
about twelve hour s! (Verse 13.)

Did God actually stop the Earth from rotating for twelve hours ?
We are not to ld. With God all things are possible. If thi s planet in a
few minutes ceased tu rning, God must have performed a miracle
much like t he bra king of a modern jet airplane upon la ndi ng.
Remember , the Ear th 's surface is turni ng at a speed of one thousa nd
miles an hour at th e equator and more slowly as one ap proaches the
poles. There was never another day like this one. Many re ligious
lead er s have a rgued that ti me was lost back at t he battle near
Gibeon, and that as a resul t the Sabbath was moved from Saturday
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to Sunday. Not so. That day did not become another day. It was
merely an extra-long day of 36 hours.

The lengthened day was a reason for wonderment and fear among
both Israelites and Canaanites. Even Joshua was awed by what hap­
pened. God honored an outstanding prayer in an outstanding way
because He was fighting Israel's battles. (Verse 14.)

Even so, Joshua was concerned about conquering all the enemy
troops, many thousands of whom were well ahead of the Israelites. It
appeared that they would escape while Israel was being delayed in send­
ing out small groups in every direction to overtake enemy soldiers who
had fled to the sides of the retreat paths to the south.

Then came another miracle from God. The sky grew increasingly
darker. Lightning flashed above the Canaanite retreaters. Ear-splitting
thunder reverberated between the mountains and through the deep
ravines. From the black clouds came a strange, hissing sound. The fleeing
Canaanites looked up in inquisitive terror, and it was then that the power
of God descended from the sky on them with deadly force!

Few Escape

The hissing sound from the sky was short warning to the Canaanites
as to what was about to happen. Suddenly there was stinging pain from
sharp blows on their heads and shoulders. Many were killed outright by
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falling objects. Others were beaten to the ground to quickly die as thei r
prone bodies were exposed to more blows.

Some were able to reac h the shelte r of prot ruding rock ledges, and
from there witness that th ey had been caught in a terrible shower of giant
hailstones!

Within a few minu tes almost all the Canaa nite soldiers and their
ani mals were battered to death. Then the tremendous shower of heavy
hailstones miraculously sto pped as suddenly as it had begun. Some of
those who had been spared managed to escap e and take refuge in near by
cities, bu t most of the m eit her died of thei r wounds or were later caught
an d slain by Israelite soldiers. (Joshua 10:8-11.)

Shortly before this event produced by God, the five kings of the five
Canaa nite cit ies, fleeing southward near Makk edah with their tr oops,
held a hasty conference.

"T here is no hope of holding out against the Israelites," the king of
Jerusale m remarked fearfu lly. " Our men have no more desire to fight.
T hey're frightened because it is still day light, whereas the sun shou ld
have gone down hours ago. Israel's God has somet hing to do with this
awesome thing. I propose that the five of us hide in one of the caves in
th is ar ea, and let Israel purs ue our troops. T hen perhaps we can return
lat er to safety."

T he other four leaders quickly agreed. They gave orders to the ir officers
to proceed without them. Takin g scant provisions, they hurried away from
their men and sought out an insignificant cave some distance up the side of
the ravine through which they had been moving. (Verses 16-17.)

They had been in hiding only a short while when the sto rm of giant
ha ilsto nes struck. They real ized that thei r remaining troo ps would hardl y
surv ive such an onslaught from the sky, but they were more concerne d
about themselves th an about their men .

What they didn 't realize was that God had no intention of allowing
them to escape. When the pursuing Israelites arrived to find dead Ca­
naa nites scattered t hroughout the ravine, a sea rch was made for possible
survivors in the rocks, defiles and caves . One soldier was as startled as
were the five kings when he walked into the cave where they were hiding.
He ran to noti fy Joshua at once, who gave orde rs to dea l with them
immediately. (Verse 18.)

Trapped!

A short while later, as the occupants of the cave peered out at the main
body of Israelite soldiers moving on to the sout h, they were surprised by large
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Thousands of tons of huge hailstones
crashed down on the fleeing Canaanites!

stones rumbling down from above
and thudding in a growing heap on
the ledge at the mouth of the cave.
Almost before they realized that
many men must be rolling the rocks
from overhead, they found them­
selves trapped by a solid bank of
stones much too great to be removed
from the inside!

Meanwhile, at Joshua's com­
mand, the Israelites moved south­
ward to seek out and slay most of
the few enemy troops not killed by
the storm of gigantic hailstones.
They pursued them as far south as
the city of Makkedah, where they
temporarily camped.

Then Joshua sent men to the
cave where the five kings were
trapped. The men removed the
stones piled there, seized the prison­
ers and took them to a spot part way
between the cave and the city of Mak ­
kedah. There were a number of trees
there, and five of them were chosen
for a grisly purpose. The five kings
were killed and their bodies hanged
on the trees till sundown. Then they
were cut down and taken back into
the cave where they had tried to con­
ceal themselves. For the second time
great stones were piled against the
mouth of the cave, this time to form i ..

an infamous burial crypt for the five
men who had tried to lead their
armies against Israel. (Verses 19-27.)

While the five kings were still hanging on the five trees, Joshua and
his troops rushed into Makkedah and slew all the people and disposed of
the king of that city in the same manner accorded to the ruler of Jericho.
(Verse 28; 6:21.)
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In the days that followed, Joshua and his troops stormed over the
southern region of Canaan to attack and overthrow a number of cities.
The idol-worshipping inhabitants were slain and the leaders killed and
hanged-all according to God's instructions. God wanted idolatry and
child-sacrifice completely eliminated throughout Israel's land. Included
in these cities was Hebron, the place Israelite scouts had passed through
four decades previously.

The campaign that had started out as a move to defend the Gibeon­
ites turned into a tremendous victory for Israel. Successful because of
God's help, the soldiers returned to Gilgal with a great wealth of the
spoils of war-household goods, tools , implements, livestock and farm
produce. (Joshua 10:29-43; Joshua 11:14, 16.)

The defeat of the armies of these cities didn't mean that all of the
southern part of Canaan was conquered. There were still more cities and
tribes to take over in that region. Even after many more military opera­
tions by Israel's army during the next year or two there were still a few
fortresses and armed areas to subdue.
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