














Then the walls of Jericho reeled violently outward and crashed down
with a deafening roar. (Joshua 6:20.)

Skeptics used to ridicule this miracle. But the skeptics were wrong.
Jericho’s wall did fall down flat.

Archaeologists have found the ruins of Jericho just where God said
the city was. And after carefully excavating the site for several years,
world-famous archaeologists found that the earth had preserved an amaz-
ing record of God’s miraculous destruction of Jericho.

The walls of the city that fell in Joshua’s day could clearly be seen to
have fallen outward and flat, as the Bible stated in Joshua 6:20. This
record has been described in many books dealing with Jericho though the
date assigned for the collapse of the wall is not usually correct. In only
one place was the wall left partially standing. That must have been where
Rahab’s house was built, because God had promised to protect her and
her family because of her faith. (Hebrews 11:30-31.)
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CHAPTER FIFTY-THREE

ONE MAN'’S SIN

THE THUNDERING collapse of the walls of Jericho was no great surprise to
the Israelites. They had been told by God, through Joshua, what to do and
what would happen. Even so, it was a chilling experience to witness the
death of thousands as they tumbled with the walls. (Joshua 6:16-20.)

The Israelite soldiers knew what to do at that point. They broke
from their ranks and rushed into the spreading clouds of dust, scrambling
over the rubble in a tightening circle to hem in all the Canaanites who
hadn’t died in the collapse of the walls. The Israelites swiftly obeyed the
strict order to slay every human being and animal in the city.

Only One Family Spared

The only people spared were Rahab, the inn proprietress, and her close
relatives. Because Rahab had determined to quit serving pagan gods and
learn to obey the true God, and had acted on her new faith, God listed her in
the faith chapter of the New T'estament among those who trusted in God
and are promised a better resurrection. (Hebrews 11:31, 35.)

Rahab and her relatives were in the inn at the time of Jericho’s fall,
and though the inn was built on the wall, that particular portion of the
wall was miraculously spared. A group of soldiers, led by the two scouts
who had promised protection to Rahab, went up the inside of the piece of
wall and brought Rahab, those related to her and their possessions to a
safe place outside Israel’s camp. (Verses 20-23.)

The account of the perishing of the idolatrous inhabitants of Jericho
by God’s command is an episode, among many others, that various
religious leaders in high offices declare should be removed from the Bible.
They feel that God used poor judgment in allowing such accounts to be
written into the Scriptures. But in reality, when God had these wretched
idolaters destroyed, He was actually showing them mercy. In the judg-
ment they and other ignorant idolaters will be resurrected and given an
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opportunity to learn God’s way to
peace and happiness. (Matthew
12:41, 42; Revelation 20:11-12;
Isaiah 65:19-25.)

The Israelites had already
been warned not to take any booty
of any kind from Jericho except
articles of gold, silver, brass and
iron, which were to go into God’s
treasury. Everything else and
everyone in Jericho was accursed,
but items made of these metals
could later be purified by fire.
These things were carefully sought
out and set aside to later go into
the treasury of God’s sanctuary. No
one was to keep any of these things
for himself, nor was anyone to take
for himself things such as clothes, L o
food, precious stones, animals and b ER P S
so forth. Any person who took any The only part of the Jericho wall that
personal booty was to become did not fall was tha} in which Rahab
accursed by God, and would bring and her family stayed.
such a curse on Israel that all would suffer. (Joshua 6:17-19.)

After the metals had been removed, the Israelites set fire to Jericho.
Although most of the walls and many of the buildings had been built of
stone and bricks, a great part of the city was made up of heavy beams,
poles, planks and boards. There were other lammable materials, but the
wood alone was enough to produce a tremendous fire in which dead
Canaanites were at least partly cremated. (Verses 24-25.)

As for that standing portion of the wall on which Rahab’s inn was
located, it came crashing down when the wooden beams supporting her
house were burned.

By now darkness had come on. Carrying their booty, the Israelites
turned from the blazing ruins and returned to camp.

Next morning Joshua called a meeting of the elders and officers.

Jericho’s Desolation a Memorial

“Pass on the word to all the people,” Joshua informed them,
“that no man should ever rebuild Jericho. It could present a strong
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temptation, what with the great wall stones and wells remaining
there. Anyone who reconstructs the city will fall under a curse from
the Creator, and he shall become childless. His oldest child shall
die when he lays the foundation and his youngest shall die when he
sets up the city gates. Let the ashes and stones of Jericho be a
monument to the destruction that will come to all idol-worship-
pers.” This prophecy was fulfilled about 500 years later when a
very foolish Israelite rebuilt Jericho. (I Kings 16:34.)

News of the fall of Jericho spread swiftly over the land, and
Joshua became famous in that part of the world because of his
leading Israel to take the city. Consequently, fear of Israel mounted
in the surrounding nations. (Joshua 6:27.)

The next city Joshua intended to conquer was called Ai. It was
about twelve miles from Jericho in a westerly direction, and though
it was considerably smaller than the destroyed city, Joshua had no
intention to by-pass any fortress that might later prove a source of
trouble.

Again scouts were used to obtain information. When they returned
from Ai, they reported that this Amorite fortress wasn’t very large or
strong, and that it would be no great problem for Israel to attack and
destroy it.

“It won’t be necessary for all or even a great part of our army to
attack this place,” the scouts told Joshua. “The walls aren’t very high,
and it is too small to contain very many fighting men. Two or three
thousand of our soldiers should be able to conquer it.” (Joshua 7:2-3.)

At first it seemed to Joshua that it would be risky to send such a
small number of soldiers, but then he began to wonder if he would be
showing a lack of faith in what God could do for Israel by sending ten or
twenty times as many men as the scouts suggested. After all, the scouts
he sent were chosen from among his best officers and were men of good
judgment. Joshua concluded that it wouldn’t be necessary to send more
than three thousand men.

A few hours later the Israelite soldiers emerged from the caravan
road leading up from the Jordan valley, and saw the city of Ai atop a
ridge. It was evident that they could be plainly seen by the Amorites, and
that a surprise attack would be impossible. Nevertheless, the Israelite
soldiers were confident because of what God had done for them at
Jericho, and they marched boldly up to Ai. Their leader was certain that
the Amorites would surrender when they were told to give up without a
fight or be set upon by the whole Israelite army.
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Tragedy at Ai

Suddenly the gate of Ai swung open, and thousands of screaming
Amorite soldiers rushed out at their would-be attackers!

The Israelites had supposed that the inhabitants of Ai would be
quaking with fear, and this abrupt turn of events so surprised them that
they momentarily froze in their tracks. By the time they got into action,
spears and arrows from the onrushing Amorites were raining into the
ranks of the Israelites, and some of these weapons were finding fatal
marks. On top of that, rock catapults atop the wall had gone into opera-
tion, and huge stones were thudding among the Israelites.

“Where is the help and defense God promised us?” was the question
that crossed the minds of most of the Israelite soldiers. It was being made
shamefully obvious to the Israelites that God’s protection, since the
crossing of the Jordan, hinged upon their obedience.

Faith in their Creator swiftly fled, and so did the Israelites. Instead of
fighting back, they turned and raced away through a hail of stones, arrows
and spears. This cowardly move spurred the screaming Amorites to greater
boldness, and they pursued their enemies all the way back through the
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Although the Israelite soldiers realized that they could plainly be seen
by enemy soldiers, they boldly approached the city of Ai.
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Instead of standing their ground, the Israelite soldiers turned
and fled before the attacking Amorites.

defile which contained the road by which the Israelites had come.

When at last the routed and panic-stricken Israelites were clear of
their pursuers and could group safely together, they found that the
Amorites had slain thirty-six of their number and had wounded many
more.

It was a dejected and disgraced piece of army that returned to camp.
When the people heard what had happened, their confidence in God
tumbled to a new low. They couldn’t understand why God would promise
them swift victory over all their enemies, and then allow about three
thousand of their soldiers to be disorganized, chased and crippled by the
idol-worshipping Amorites. (Joshua 7:4-5.)

In those days it was the custom to show regret, self-reproach or
humiliation by tearing one’s clothes and tossing dust upon his head. That
was what Joshua did when he heard what had happened. He was so upset
and discouraged that he called the elders together before the tabernacle
to join him until sundown in prostration and an attitude of repentance.

“Why have you brought us over Jordan to let us fall into the hands
of the Amorites?” Joshua inquired of God as he lay with his face to the
ground inside the tabernacle. “It would have been better for us to stay on
the east side of the river than try to attack our enemies here and end up
fleeing in terror from them. When all the Canaanites and other nations
hear of this, they shall decide we are really weak, and shall come with
their combined forces to surround us. We shall be destroyed, and the
great name of our God shall be disgraced!” (Verses 6-9.)
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“These things haven’t happened because of any unfaithfulness on
my part,” God replied. “My orders were that no booty should be taken
from Jericho for personal gain. I warned Israel that anyone who did so
would become as accursed as Jericho’s people, and that a curse would fall
on all Israel as a result. Someone has gone against my will in this matter,
and a curse has fallen on this nation. That is why the attempt to conquer
Al was a failure. My help and strength was not with the soldiers, nor will
my help be with Israel again in any attempt to overcome your enemies
until you remove and destroy the guilty one.”

Joshua was surprised and shocked when he heard this. It hadn’t
occurred to him that the defeat of his soldiers could be due to someone
obtaining booty from Jericho and hiding it.

“Get up and tell the people what has happened,” God continued.
“Tell them that they cannot successfully face their enemies until the
guilty one is removed, and that they should wash themselves and be
ready to appear before you tomorrow while the guilty one is found.”
(Verses 10-15.)

Joshua obeyed, and next morning the heads of the tribes gathered
before the tabernacle and drew lots to learn what tribe had the guilty
person. The tribe of Judah drew the telling lot. Then it was up to the heads
of the families of Judah to draw lots. The head of the family of the Zarhites
drew the unwanted lot, and next it was the turn of the household heads of
the Zarhites to draw lots. According to the manner in which God caused the
lots to be drawn, the household turned out to be that of Zabdi.

The men of the household of Zabdi solemnly gathered together to do
their part. The vast crowd of silent onlookers knew that one of these men was
responsible for the death of thirty-six men, the injury of many others and the
swift and humiliating retreat of the Israelites from Ai. (Verses 16-18.)

The Guilty Man Found

The lot indicating guilt was drawn by a man by the name of Achan,
referred to in other scriptures as Achar. (I Chronicles 2:7.) Long before
the lot was drawn, it was evident to many bystanders that this man was
the one being sought. His face grew more drawn and his expression more
frightened as matters proceeded.

The pale and shaking Achan was brought before Joshua.

“Don’t try to hide your evil deed,” Joshua advised him. “Honor your
God by confessing what you have done.”

“I—1I didn’t realize at the time how much I was sinning against the
God of Israel!” Achan tearfully burst out as he fell to his knees and bowed
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his head. “I was tramping through the rubble of Jericho with other
soldiers when I stumbled by myself into the remains of what surely had
been the dwelling quarters of a wealthy Canaanite family. When I looked
around and saw many valuable things that could increase my family’s
living standard, I didn’t think it would greatly matter to take some of
them, especially because most of them would be burned and wasted. One
of the things that caught my eye was a beautiful Babylonian robe that
shone as though it were woven of golden threads from a rainbow. I stuffed
the robe under my jacket, scooped up a handful of silver coins from a
chest, grabbed some small object that looked as though it were solid gold,
jammed these things into my pouch and then climbed out of the place to
join the other soldiers.” (Joshua 7:19-21.)

“Where are these things now?” Joshua queried.

“I buried them in the ground inside my tent,” was the painful
reply.

Joshua immediately rushed officers to Achan’s tent. They returned
within a few minutes to show Joshua a costly Babylonish type garment, a
number of silver coins and a small, wedge shaped bar of gold.

Joshua was aware of the unpleasant event that had to follow.
According to God’s orders, Achan and his family, his livestock and his
possessions—including the things he had stolen—were taken to a spot
well outside the camp of Israel.
There Joshua again confronted
Achan to ask him why he had been
so thoughtless and disobedient as
to bring so much trouble on his
people.

“I didn’t mean to bring on
what happened,” Achan mur-
mured. “I just didn’t take God’s
warning seriously concerning how
much one person’s sin can affect
others!”

Those were Achan’s last
words. He was led away to be
stoned to death in the sight of his

r family and thousands of others.
When Achan saw that he was Then he and all his posses-

alone, he quickly snatched up some :
of the vatlluable};. out of the ?ubb!e sions were burned and a great heap
and hid them inside his clothing. of stones was piled over his body.
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Since he had tried to enrich his family by rebellion, his family had to
stand by and watch all their livestock and other property destroyed as a
warning to all. (Joshua 7:22-26.)

Joshua returned to the tabernacle to humbly ask God to be merciful
to the Israelites and strengthen them against their enemies.

“Don’t be discouraged,” God told him. “Now that the accursed man
has been removed, I have removed my curse and my anger. Now take the
army and go to the city of Ai. Use some of your men to bait the Amorites
into coming out. Hide the greater part of the army so that they can
surprise the enemy. Then you will see how I shall deliver Ai and all its
people to you!” (Joshua 8:1-2.)

The Israelite army moved close to the thick-walled city of Gibeon,
but there were no soldiers in sight to protect it.

188



CHAPTER FIFTY-FOUR

CONQUEST OF BETHEL AND AI

GOD’S promise to Joshua to help in a second attempt to conquer the
Canaanite city of Ai swiftly brought Israel’s leader out of his state of
discouragement. Joshua immediately chose thirty thousand soldiers for
the strategy he had in mind.

Well-planned Strategy

“I’'m not sending you to directly attack Ai,” Joshua informed the
officers who were to be in command. “Late tonight you are to take your
soldiers toward Ai. Guides will show you the way. Do not go far from the
city. Go around it to the west side and conceal yourselves in the rugged
country behind Ai toward Bethel, which is a few miles west of Ai. I shall
send others before dawn. Be very careful that no one can be seen from Ai
or from the city of Bethel to the west. I shall go with a few thousand to be
in the valley just north of Ai when the sun comes up. When the people of
Ai discover us, they will rush out to attack and we will flee from them.
When you who are hiding west of Ai see me waving a bright banner from
the end of my spear, you will know that it is time to rush into Ai and set
the city on fire. The huge fire will attract the attention of our pursuers.
The 5,000 soldiers on the west and the troops on the north side of the
valley are then to move swiftly in on the confused enemy.” (Josh. 8:1-
13.)

It was well after dark when the thirty thousand fully equipped foot
soldiers set out to the northwest. Guides led them to a safe hiding place
just west of Ai. Every effort was made to muffle the stomp, clank and
jingle of marching men as they moved into the heights between Ai and
the adjoining city of Bethel.

When at last the soldiers reached an area where they could hide,
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they rested for the remainder of the night. The only fires allowed were
small ones hidden under overhanging rocks that would eclipse any show
of light.

Joshua remained at the Israelite camp at Gilgal until after midnight.
Then he set out with the elders of Israel and officers and the remainder of
the soldiers. In the early morning hours they arrived on the north side of
Ai. By the time he arrived, it was not far from dawn. There wasn’t any
time to be lost in preparing for what had to be done.

“Take five thousand soldiers and move in between Ai and Bethel
before sun-up,” Joshua instructed some of his officers. “Make sure no one
from Bethel hinders our conquest of Ai.”

Joshua and his “bait” forces moved down into the valley north of Ai
just before dawn.

Ai Caught Off Guard

When light came over the area, guards on the wall of Ai were startled
to see that military forces were approaching the city from the north side
of the valley. Word was sent to the king of Ai who was still feeling
victorious because his soldiers had previously routed what was considered
an invincible army.

When the king witnessed the Israelites approaching on the plain, he
became very excited. Here, he thought, was a golden opportunity to twice
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vanquish the dreaded enemy that had invaded Canaan. Any city or
nation that could put Israel on the run two times would be regarded as
gloriously heroic and powerful. Flushed with the thought of a second
victory, the king lost no time in ordering most of his men out to clash
with the Israelites before they could reach Ai.

The north gate of the city swung open, and out rushed the howling
troops of Ai to head swiftly down into the valley and directly toward the
Israelites. Intending to make a great name for himself as the leader of the
forces that would overcome the feared Israelites, the king of the city rode
out with his men. When the two forces were only a few hundred feet
apart, the king noticed that the Israelites suddenly came to a halt. It
seemed that they were getting ready to make a stand, but when they
turned and ran off eastward in the direction of the Jordan River, the
ruler of Ai could scarcely believe his eyes.

“We've got them on the run already!” one of the king’s officers
shouted.

“Send a man back to the city!” the king shouted back excitedly.
“Tell him that I order every man there, and also the soldiers from Bethel,
to join us at once and wipe out the Israelites even if we have to drive them
all the way to the Jordan!”

Still at a safe distance away in the valley, Joshua and the soldiers
with him continued to move away in feigned flight. When Joshua saw a
second regiment pouring out of Ai, he was certain that there couldn’t be
many more men, if any, remaining in the city. (Joshua 8:14-17.)

The time had come for Joshua to wave a bright banner attached to
his spear. The signal was seen by sharp-eyed lookouts west of Ai. They
motioned to the 30,000 men hiding about and below them. Within min-
utes the thirty thousand Israelite soldiers were racing into the unmanned
city.

Already the men of Ai and Bethel were too far away to hear the loud
screams of the women and children whom they had left undefended.
They were shortening the distance between themselves and the Israelites,
and contact and victory appeared to be only minutes away when one of
the officers moved close to the excited king and gestured frantically
toward the rear.

Idolatrous Canaanites Trapped

The king looked around, and his expression of almost gleeful antici-
pation faded from his face. He gave a signal to halt. The bewildered
soldiers came to a stop and looked about to see why they had been
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ordered to stop. Then all of them
saw the smoke and flames belching
up from inside the walls of Ai!

“We’ve been tricked!” the king
roared. “Get back to the city!”

When Joshua saw the Canaan-
ite soldiers stop and set off in the
opposite direction, and saw smoke
billowing up from Ai, he again
waved the banner he had been
holding. The men with him sud-
denly turned on the Canaanites.
The thousands of Israelite soldiers
hiding at the north rim of the val-
ley opposite Ai leaped out of hiding

The King of Ai was horrified when he and stormed down the slopes at a

turned to look back on his city. right angle to the path of the ene-

my troops racing back toward the cities of Ai and Bethel. The 5,000 in
hiding on the west plunged toward Bethel.

Then out of Ai rushed the thirty thousand Israelites who had set the
fires in the streets of the city to lure the enemy soldiers back. Joining the
other troops they set off directly toward the oncoming troops of Ai and
Bethel. At the same time Joshua and the men with him began pursuing
the Canaanites westward.

Boxed in on three sides by rapidly approaching troops, the Canaanites
had to stand and fight or race madly about trying to find a way of escape to
the south. Those who tried to fight were quickly wiped out. Those who tried
to flee up the south slope of the valley were overtaken and slaughtered. The
only man to be captured alive was the king. (Joshua 8:18-23.)

Leaving thousands of dead bodies littering the valley, the Israelites
converged on Ai and destroyed the rest of the pagans who remained
there. Not until then did Joshua lower the banner that waved from his
spear.

Things of value were removed from the city, and then it was burned.
As for the king of Ai, he was hanged on a tree as a punishment for his
gross idolatry. At sunset his body was cut down, tossed on the ground
before one of the gates of Ai and covered with a large heap of stones.
News of the king’s disgraceful end was certain to swiftly reach other
rulers of nearby cities, communities and nations, and thus add to the fear
and terror growing in that region of paganism.
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What was more likely to impress the other nations, however, was
that twelve thousand Canaanite men and women perished that day.
(Verses 24-29.)

A Blessing and a Curse

After the victors had returned to Gilgal with their booty and had
rested a few days, Joshua declared that a special ceremony would be held
in an area several miles north of Ai. All Israel made the journey over
rough country, the ark being carried along as usual. The only ones who
didn’t go along were a few soldiers to watch over the camp and take care
of the animals.

The people congregated on the slopes of two neighboring high
points, Mt. Ebal and Mt. Gerizim, as Moses had commanded them
(Deuteronomy 11:29-30.) They watched and listened as the sacred cere-
monies took place. An altar was erected on Mt. Ebal, of unhewn stones as
God had commanded. (Exodus 20:25.) Burnt offerings and peace offer-
ings were made there. Joshua read to the people the many blessings that
would come to them through obedience, and the cursings that would
come to them through disobedience. These things were written on the
stones of the altar.

The laws from God, given through Moses, were also read to the
people in this solemn assembly. The voices of the readers on the moun-
tains rang out with miraculous, far-reaching volume to the more than two
million scattered over the area, to remind them of how God wanted them
to live, and of the tremendous importance of being obedient. (Joshua
8:30-35.)

At the end of the reading of the laws, six tribes on Mt. Gerizim
summarized God’s blessings for obedience. Then the other six tribes on
Mt. Ebal echoed the curses that would surely befall Israel if they broke
the law. (Deuteronomy 27:1-19.)

After the ceremonies the people camped and then started the return
trip to Gilgal.

Israel made this journey into enemy territory and back without
encountering so much as one enemy soldier. However, the movements of
the people weren’t unnoticed, and the rulers of the land became more
distressed when they heard of this greater penetration into Canaan.

For centuries the small nations of the region of Canaan had warred
among themselves and slain one another. Now that a foreign enemy had
entered the land, the rulers put aside their differences and decided to
pool their fighting forces and put up a united front against Israel. Israel
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had no knowledge of these particular plans, though Joshua and his
officers were aware that such a thing could happen. (Joshua 9:1-2.)

While this threat to Israel was being organized, several dusty travel-
ers one day approached Gilgal with their burros. Alert Israelite guards
went out to stop them, but brought them into the camp to meet Joshua
after they requested to visit with the leader of the Israelites.

“We are ambassadors from a distant nation,” a spokesman for the
strangers declared. “We have heard how your people have come up from
the south to conquer the nations in this part of the world. We have come
a long way to meet you and to ask you to promise our nation, because we
are peaceful people, that you will not carry on war with us if ever you
reach our borders.” (Verses 3-6.)

“You men could be from any of the enemy nations close around us,”
Joshua told them. “We need proof that you are from this distant nation
you have mentioned. Otherwise, it would be foolish to make a promise to
you that we would refrain from attacking your nation.”

“We assure you, sir,” the spokesman replied, “that we are not from
any enemy nation. We will be your servants. We have been sent here by
the leaders and people of our country—a distant one—to tell you that
they have heard of the fame of your great God. They are aware of how He
dealt with the ruler of Egypt, and how He helped you become victorious
over the Amorites and the kings of Heshbon and Bashan. When our
people realized how your God helped you in these battles, they knew that
it would be foolish to try to stand against you, so they sent us to ask you
to promise not to attack a country so respectful of your power and your
God.”

“It could be as you say,” Joshua said, “but as genuine ambassadors
you should have some credentials or proof of whom you are.”

Logical Sounding Lies

“We were purposely not given any,” was the reply. “Our superiors
knew that if we were stopped by soldiers of any of our neighboring
nations, and if it were found that we were ambassadors on a secret
peaceful mission to Israel, the neighboring nations would then consider
our nation as an enemy. In fact, for the sake of our country’s safety, we
were told not to even mention the name of our people. Our superiors hope
that this matter can be worked out with our remaining completely name-
less for the sake of safety, extreme as it seems. Then, if ever Israel arrives
at our borders, we shall make ourselves known.”

“I’'ve never heard of anything like this,” Joshua murmured to his
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The strangers refused to reveal the name of their nation, but they claimed
that it was at a great distance from Canaan.

officers as he shook his head. “I think it’s time to end this conversation
and send these men away.”

“Something occurs to me, sir,” the spokesman for the strangers
suddenly remarked. “Perhaps we can at least prove that we are from a
distant nation if you will examine our clothes and the few things we have
with us!”

“Here is something worth considering,” an officer whispered to Josh-
ua. “A careful examination of these men’s possessions might give us some
valuable clues as to how far they have come.”

After a minute of thought Joshua nodded his approval. The stran-
gers were taken out to where their burros were tied, and all that these
men had was carefully examined by competent officers. A few minutes
later the officers reported to Joshua.

“Obviously they actually have come a long way,” Joshua was told.
“Their clothes are dusty and stained with days of travel. Their shoes are
well worn as from many miles of walking. Even the sacks on their burros
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are old-looking as from many hours of exposure to wind, sun and dew.
Their empty leather wine bottles are dried out and cracked. They
brought out what food they had left. It was hard, moldy bread they
claimed was freshly baked the day they started out for here.” (Joshua
9:7-13.)

To Joshua and his officers this seemed fair evidence that these men
had come a great distance from a foreign land.



CHAPTER FIFTY-FIVE

“AND THE SUN STOOD STILL”

JOSHUA and the elders had just received men who claimed to be
ambassadors from a far away land. They came to seek peace. If so,
reasoned the elders, then there would be no particular harm in promising
not to attack a nation that wasn’t included among the enemy nations of
Canaan. Although these men looked like swarthy Canaanites, Joshua
knew that some similar tribes had gone to other lands, especially north
Africa, to live.

The elders of Israel were told of these things, and it was decided that
it would be well to do what the strangers asked, and promise no harm to
their nation. This was carried out in a solemn ceremony with Joshua, the
strangers, priests and elders present. However, though there was an
element of doubt present in this matter, God wasn’t consulted. (Joshua
9:3-15.) God’s warning against making peace with Canaanites was tempo-
rarily neglected, and Israel’s leaders paid more attention to these stran-
gers than to God.

New clothes and provisions were supplied the strange ambassadors.
After they were given food and overnight lodging with the Israelites, they
thankfully and smilingly set off to the north to their mysterious nation.

“Send several armed scouts to follow them without being seen,”
Joshua ordered. “I am curious to know just where they came from.”

It wasn’t expected that the scouts would return for many days, and it
was a surprise when they returned early on the third day.

“It wasn’t necessary to be gone any longer,” they reported. “The men
we followed went north for a few miles, then turned west and went
directly to the Hivite city of Gibeon about twenty miles to the west. If
that is their home, then Israel has promised to spare a city or nation well
within the promised land!” (Verse 16.)
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“We have been tricked!” Joshua muttered. “Get fifty thousand
troops ready to move, and we’ll go straighten this matter out!”

Treachery Discovered

Having been informed that the strange men claiming to have come
from a distant nation had gone to a city only about twenty miles from
Gilgal, Joshua was quite perturbed. These men had exacted a promise
from Joshua that Israel would not attack their country. Now it was quite
evident that their “country” was an area well within the bounds of
Canaan, and God had instructed Israel to destroy all nations, cities and
people within those bounds. Obviously these men had tricked Israel into
a sacred promise to spare their people, which was against God’s will.

The many thousands of Israel’s soldiers quickly assembled at Josh-
ua’s command. Led by scouts who had followed the men responsible for
tricking Israel into a peace pact, Joshua and his soldiers spent three days
in arriving at their destination. It was the walled city of Gibeon, the
capital of a district of swarthy people called Hivites. Four Hivite cities,
including Gibeon, had joined in this strategy in seeking peace with Israel.
(Joshua 9:16-17.)

The Israelite soldiers moved boldly within the shadows of the walls
of Gibeon, but there was no sign of soldiers on the walls to protect the
city.

“Send men to the gate with this message,” Joshua told his officers.
“Have our men tell them that those men who came to see us in Gilgal
must be sent out to speak with us right away.”

A group of soldiers went to the nearest gate and loudly repeated
Joshua’s request. There was a response only a few minutes later. The gate
swung open, and out walked the men who had come to Gilgal posing as
strangers from a distant nation. A few Hivites of high rank accompanied
them. Behind them was a crowd of Hivites silently watching to see what
would happen. The “ambassadors” sheepishly walked up to Joshua and
his officers.

“Why did you go to all the trouble of trying to fool us into believing
that your native land was quite distant instead of within our land only a
few miles from our camp?” Joshua asked them. (Verse 22.)

The Hivites’ Excuse

“We have heard about how you have wiped out your enemies,” a
Gibeonite officer explained. “We didn’t want to be counted among them.
The city of Gibeon here, and three other Hivite cities to the south—
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One of the Hivite cities that made peace with Joshua.

Chephirah, Beeroth and Kirjathjearim—formed a secret alliance to seek
a promise from Israel’s leaders that you would not attack us. We heard
that you are a fair and honest people, and would keep any vow you might
make.

“We became aware that your God commanded you to destroy all the
people of this region, and we were so alarmed that we tried to carry out
the only plan we thought might save us. But we aren’t begging for
freedom now. You have us in your power to deal with as you wish.”
(Verses 24-25.)

Joshua was in no hurry to make any decision. Yet he knew if he
wiped out their cities, he would be breaking the pledge that the leaders of
Israel had made before God as a witness. There was no other choice.
Israel had made a binding agreement and would have to pay the price of
letting these Hivites remain in their land.

Joshua dismissed the Gibeonites, set up camp near Gibeon and held
a conference with the princes of Israel.

When the main body of Israel heard the decision of the elders and
Joshua, many of them were disappointed. Some were even angered, and
sent spokesmen to the elders to voice their feelings. (Joshua 9:18.)

“It is not right to allow these pagan Hivites any mercy!” shouted one
of the spokesmen. “God has commanded us to destroy them!”

199



“God will punish us if we fail
to attack those four Hivite cities at
once!” another yelled heatedly.
“Why are our leaders defying the
Creator in this matter?”

There was much murmuring
among the assembled thousands
after these remarks, which were not
necessarily made because the
speakers desired obedience. So
much wealth had already been tak-
en from their enemies that a part of
Israel had become greedy, and
those were the ones whose ire was
roused because of being deprived of
the booty of the Hivite cities.

Hivites Made Perpetual
Laborers

Ignoring the loud protests, the
elders told the people that Israel

should stick to the agreement not
to attack the Hivites, but that
Israel should make the inhabitants

One by one the self-appointed Israelite
spokesmen came before the elders to
angrily declare that Israel’s army should

attack the Hivite cities.

of the four cities bond-servants of

Israel to serve in the physical needs of the Levites. This would keep them
in close contact with God so that they would never return to idolatry.
(Verses 19-21.)

When the troops who had accompanied him heard what Joshua was
about to do, even some of them muttered in disappointment at being
deprived of the excitingly profitable opportunity of plundering the Hivite
cities.

Joshua called the rulers and chief officers of the Hivites before him
and made this proclamation:

“Though you have sought peace and have recognized our God as
great, you tricked us. Therefore you are cursed. No longer shall your
mighty men of war bear arms. Instead, they shall become wood choppers
and water bearers for us. When our people take over this area, your
people shall join us and work as bond servants. Your tasks will be
especially for those in service for our God wherever He shall have us build

200



His altar. You have no choice but to accept these conditions.” (Verses
22-217.)

“These are bitter terms for our warriors and the people of all four
cities,” the leader of Gibeon spoke out. “However, we feel it is better than
being destroyed because of our sins. We know your greater forces and
your great God are too powerful for us to face, and we must humbly bow
to your will.” (Verse 25.)

The Hivites should have considered themselves quite fortunate to
remain alive under the circumstances, but it is generally human nature to
hope for more than is received, and there was a tone of bitterness in the
voice of the Gibeonite leader.

Having ended these matters with the Hivites for the time being,
Joshua and his many soldiers headed back toward Gilgal. They little
guessed that they would very soon be racing back toward Gibeon. We
shall now see why.

For many centuries there had been a city in the land of Canaan
known as Salem. During the days of Abraham a King was there whose
name was Melchizedek, Who visited Abraham and blessed him after he
rescued Lot and other captives from a group of marauding kings. (Gene-
sis 14:17-20.) Melchizedek—Who was later to become Jesus Christ in
human form—ruled from Salem as long as the patriarchs—Abraham,
Isaac and Jacob—dwelt in Canaan. Later He ceased to rule from there
when the children of Israel were in Egypt. In the days of David, Melchiz-
edek again chose Jerusalem (another name for Salem) as the city from
which to rule His people.

The name Melchizedek means King of Righteousness. (Hebrews
7:1-3.) At the time the Israelites entered Canaan, the ruler of Salem—
then called Jerusalem—was a Canaanite, Adoni-zedek, a sinful king who
pretended to be “Lord of Righteousness”—a king who put himself in
place of the true King of Righteousness—dJesus Christ or Melchizedek.

A Plot Against the Hivites

News of the fall of Jericho and Ai brought fear to the ruler of
Jerusalem, especially when he learned of the pact between Israel
and the four Hivite cities just a few miles from Jerusalem, because
Gibeon was one of the stronger cities of the area—even stronger
than Ai. (Joshua 10:1-2.) Adoni-zedek realized that other cities of
Canaan must immediately band together to stand against the Israel-
ites, or be defeated.

The proud king of Jerusalem sent messengers to the rulers of four
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neighboring Amorite cities. These were Hebron (where the Israelite
scouts went on their return trip through Canaan about forty years
before), Jarmuth, Lachish and Eglon, and were located in an area only a
few miles southwest of Jerusalem. Adoni-zedek suggested they all join
forces and invade the Hivite cities to punish them for making peace with
the Israelites. (Verses 3-4.)

When the kings of these cities received Adoni-zedek’s plea for
their armies to join his in an attack on Gibeon, they agreed at once
to send all their soldiers northward. Their forces were united on the
way to Jerusalem, where Adoni-zedek’s troops were added. Together
these thousands of well-trained warriors marched onward to a spot
just south of Gibeon, where they camped and readied their equip-
ment for an attack on Gibeon, because the Hivites were now their
enemies along with Israel.

When the Gibeonites saw these combined armies streaming up from
the south, they sent swift messengers to race to Gilgal to ask for help
from Israel.

While the messengers sped toward the Israelite camp, the armies
from the south set up powerful catapults and ramming devices with
which to assault Gibeon, and prepared long ladders and ropes for scaling
the walls. Night was not far away, however, and the Gibeonites felt
certain that no attack would be made until dawn.

The messengers from Gibeon arrived at Gilgal before nightfall, and
were given an immediate audience with Joshua.

“Thousands upon thousands of Canaanite troops of the Amorite
tribe were approaching Gibeon when we left!” they excitedly told Joshua.
“Perhaps by now they have already attacked our city. As your servants,
we beg you to send up at least a part of your great army to save us!”
(Joshua 10:5-6.)

Joshua Had Learned His Lesson

Joshua wasn’t inclined to give the messengers a quick answer. He
wondered if the presence of so many fighting men could mean that Israel
might run into deep trouble as punishment for not consulting God in the
matter of making an agreement with the Gibeonites, or if God had
forgiven him and the elders when they repented.

Not wishing another unpleasant situation, Joshua this time went
into the tabernacle and prayed to God to give him a clear picture of what
should be done.

“Don’t be concerned about that army preparing to attack Gibeon,”
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came God’s answer. “Not one man of those many thousands will come out
alive after I punish them!” (Verse 8.) Now Joshua knew God had forgiven
him and the elders.

Thus encouraged, he was convinced that he should go at once to the
aid of the Gibeonites. He gave orders to his officers to assemble the army
of Israel for immediate action. By nightfall the troops were assembled
and ready to march.

Gibeon was about twenty miles west of Gilgal, and though they had a
rough, uphill road between the two places, the Israelite army picked its
way to the hill country through the night, and arrived within sight of
Gibeon at dawn. (Verses 7, 9.)

Coming over a rise at the head of Israel’s troops, Joshua and his
officers saw that the Canaanite troops from the south were just starting
to move closer to Gibeon for their assault on the walls. Catapults were
being pushed forward, scores of men were carrying metal-nosed logs with
which to batter the gates, and thousands of archers, swordsmen and
spear-bearers were marching within striking range of the walls.

“Draw up our troops to attack the invaders of Gibeon at once!”
Joshua told his officers. “Keep the troops out of sight behind this rise,
move north of Gibeon so that we can’t be seen, and then divide up and
swing around the east and west walls to surprise them!”

Minutes later hordes of Israelite soldiers raced around the walls of
Gibeon to rush in among the troops moving against the Hivite city. The
attackers were so surprised by this sudden onslaught by the Israelites
that they halted in their tracks, then turned and fled in the opposite
direction. The Israelites pressed in against them. So great was the
slaughter that bodies were strewn for miles along paths that led north-
westward, southward and southwestward from Gibeon.

All this didn’t happen in just a short while. Many of the enemy
soldiers tried to hide in ravines and among the rocks, and time was
required in searching them out. The Israelites had orders to let no enemy
fighters escape, regardless of how far they had to be pursued.

In fact, the main part of the enemy troops to escape the first attack
had to be pursued as much as thirty miles to the southwest. (Joshua
10:10-11.) Part of the way was through a long, deep ravine. Then there
was a steep ridge to go over, and next a rocky, rugged road so precipitous
in places that steps had already been cut in the rocks.

By the time the enemy had been pursued even part of that distance,
however, the morning was half spent. Joshua became concerned about
being successful in destroying all the enemy troops before dark, after
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which any who were left would
surely succeed in escaping. Already
exceptionally heavy clouds were
moving over the sky, which meant
that darkness would come on even
sooner than usual.

A Mighty Miracle

“Cause the sun and moon to
stand still so that the day here will
be made long enough for us to over-
come our enemies,” Joshua prayed
to God. (Verse 12.)

The battle continued. It was
no small matter to flush out ene-
my troops from their hiding
places as the area of fighting
moved steadily southward. Mean-
while, the sky became darker,
and it appeared that an un- \
usually strong storm was likely to AN Z, AN A
break in the region just south of Menarew ‘23,’,"2&‘"23 if:‘;"r:;”'s:(he longer
Gibeon. Between thick, scudding . Y v
clouds the pale sun showed through at times. There was nothing
unusual about that, but two or three hours after Joshua’s unusual
request of God the Israelites began to be aware that the sun was
still in a morning position!

As the afternoon wore on while Israel kept up the bloody pursuit, it
was noted with increasing awe that the sun still had not moved. In fact, it
stayed in the midst of the sky for so long that daylight was extended by
about twelve hours! (Verse 13.)

Did God actually stop the Earth from rotating for twelve hours?
We are not told. With God all things are possible. If this planet in a
few minutes ceased turning, God must have performed a miracle
much like the braking of a modern jet airplane upon landing.
Remember, the Earth’s surface is turning at a speed of one thousand
miles an hour at the equator and more slowly as one approaches the
poles. There was never another day like this one. Many religious
leaders have argued that time was lost back at the battle near
Gibeon, and that as a result the Sabbath was moved from Saturday
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to Sunday. Not so. That day did not become another day. It was
merely an extra-long day of 36 hours.

The lengthened day was a reason for wonderment and fear among
both Israelites and Canaanites. Even Joshua was awed by what hap-
pened. God honored an outstanding prayer in an outstanding way
because He was fighting Israel’s battles. (Verse 14.)

Even so, Joshua was concerned about conquering all the enemy
troops, many thousands of whom were well ahead of the Israelites. It
appeared that they would escape while Israel was being delayed in send-
ing out small groups in every direction to overtake enemy soldiers who
had fled to the sides of the retreat paths to the south.

Then came another miracle from God. The sky grew increasingly
darker. Lightning flashed above the Canaanite retreaters. Ear-splitting
thunder reverberated between the mountains and through the deep
ravines. From the black clouds came a strange, hissing sound. The fleeing
Canaanites looked up in inquisitive terror, and it was then that the power
of God descended from the sky on them with deadly force!

Few Escape

The hissing sound from the sky was short warning to the Canaanites
as to what was about to happen. Suddenly there was stinging pain from
sharp blows on their heads and shoulders. Many were killed outright by
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falling objects. Others were beaten to the ground to quickly die as their
prone bodies were exposed to more blows.

Some were able to reach the shelter of protruding rock ledges, and
from there witness that they had been caught in a terrible shower of giant
hailstones!

Within a few minutes almost all the Canaanite soldiers and their
animals were battered to death. Then the tremendous shower of heavy
hailstones miraculously stopped as suddenly as it had begun. Some of
those who had been spared managed to escape and take refuge in nearby
cities, but most of them either died of their wounds or were later caught
and slain by Israelite soldiers. (Joshua 10:8-11.)

Shortly before this event produced by God, the five kings of the five
Canaanite cities, fleeing southward near Makkedah with their troops,
held a hasty conference.

“There is no hope of holding out against the Israelites,” the king of
Jerusalem remarked fearfully. “Our men have no more desire to fight.
They’re frightened because it is still daylight, whereas the sun should
have gone down hours ago. Israel’s God has something to do with this
awesome thing. I propose that the five of us hide in one of the caves in
this area, and let Israel pursue our troops. Then perhaps we can return
later to safety.”

The other four leaders quickly agreed. They gave orders to their officers
to proceed without them. Taking scant provisions, they hurried away from
their men and sought out an insignificant cave some distance up the side of
the ravine through which they had been moving. (Verses 16-17.)

They had been in hiding only a short while when the storm of giant
hailstones struck. They realized that their remaining troops would hardly
survive such an onslaught from the sky, but they were more concerned
about themselves than about their men.

What they didn’t realize was that God had no intention of allowing
them to escape. When the pursuing Israelites arrived to find dead Ca-
naanites scattered throughout the ravine, a search was made for possible
survivors in the rocks, defiles and caves. One soldier was as startled as
were the five kings when he walked into the cave where they were hiding.
He ran to notify Joshua at once, who gave orders to deal with them
immediately. (Verse 18.)

Trapped!

A short while later, as the occupants of the cave peered out at the main
body of Israelite soldiers moving on to the south, they were surprised by large
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stones rumbling down from above
and thudding in a growing heap on
the ledge at the mouth of the cave.
Almost before they realized that
many men must be rolling the rocks
from overhead, they found them-
selves trapped by a solid bank of
stones much too great to be removed
from the inside!

Meanwhile, at Joshua’s com-
mand, the Israelites moved south-
ward to seek out and slay most of
the few enemy troops not killed by
the storm of gigantic hailstones.
They pursued them as far south as
the city of Makkedah, where they
temporarily camped.

Then Joshua sent men to the
cave where the five kings were
trapped. The men removed the
stones piled there, seized the prison-
ers and took them to a spot part way
between the cave and the city of Mak-
kedah. There were a number of trees
there, and five of them were chosen
for a grisly purpose. The five kings
were killed and their bodies hanged
on the trees till sundown. Then they
were cut down and taken back into
the cave where they had tried to con-
ceal themselves. For the second time
great stones were piled against the
mouth of the cave, this time to form
an infamous burial crypt for the five
men who had tried to lead their
armies against Israel. (Verses 19-27.)
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Thousands of tons of huge hailstones
crashed down on the fleeing Canaanites!

While the five kings were still hanging on the five trees, Joshua and
his troops rushed into Makkedah and slew all the people and disposed of
the king of that city in the same manner accorded to the ruler of Jericho.

(Verse 28; 6:21.)
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In the days that followed, Joshua and his troops stormed over the
southern region of Canaan to attack and overthrow a number of cities.
The idol-worshipping inhabitants were slain and the leaders killed and
hanged—all according to God’s instructions. God wanted idolatry and
child-sacrifice completely eliminated throughout Israel’s land. Included
in these cities was Hebron, the place Israelite scouts had passed through
four decades previously.

The campaign that had started out as a move to defend the Gibeon-
ites turned into a tremendous victory for Israel. Successful because of
God’s help, the soldiers returned to Gilgal with a great wealth of the
spoils of war—household goods, tools, implements, livestock and farm
produce. (Joshua 10:29-43; Joshua 11:14, 16.)

The defeat of the armies of these cities didn’t mean that all of the
southern part of Canaan was conquered. There were still more cities and
tribes to take over in that region. Even after many more military opera-
tions by Israel’s army during the next year or two there were still a few
fortresses and armed areas to subdue.
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Index

AARON
budding of his rod, 91-92
dies, 105
his sons killed by holy fire, 11

ACHAN
stoned for disobeying God, at Ai,
187

ARK OF COVENANT
in the Tabernacle, 6

ATONEMENT
festival of, explained, 25-26
for resting and fasting, 27
goats, symbolism explained, 25
only time of year holy of holies
entered, 24
to be observed forever, 26

AZAZEL, see Atonement (goats)

BALAAM
endeavors to deliver Israel to Balak,
115 ff.
spoken to by his burro, 120

BALAK, see Balaam

BLOOD
life of all flesh is in, 24
only use of, 24

BRASS SERPENT
symbolized removal of penalty of
sin, 106

CHRIST
not a Nazarite, 39
sacrifice ended requirement of
animal sacrifice, 26
symbolized by wave-sheaf offering,
27-28

CITIES OF REFUGE
defined, 150-1

EARTH
end of, 29
to be God’s headquarters, 29

FOOD, “clean” and “unclean”
defined, 14-15, 17
listed, 19-20
Peter’s vision about, 21

revealed His Plan in book of
Leviticus, 22
revealed His Plan to Moses, 22

IDOLATRY
explained, 32

ISRAEL
encounters Amorites, 110-11
fights Midianites, 140-41
God’s judgment on because of

rebellion, 73

“lost” ten tribes of, identified, 26
Manasseh only one tribe of, 38
numbering of, 134-35

JERICHO
fall of, 178-80

JETHRO, see Moses

JEW
first reference to, 159

JOSHUA

chosen to scout Canaan, 58

chosen to succeed Moses, 137

his “long day,” 204-5

leads Israel across dry Jordan,
168-69

leads Israel against Ai, 190-92

reads out blessings and cursings at
Mounts Ebal and Gerezim, 193

KORAH
rebellion of, 81 ff.

LAST GREAT DAY
explained, 28-29

LAW
civil, examples of, 153
Levitical, examples of, 23-24

LEVITICUS
book of, laws not only for Israel, 22

MANNA
Israel’s main food, 46

MELCHIZEDEK, 201

MESSIAH
typified in burnt offerings of
Tabernacle, 8



MILLENNIUM, see Tabernacles

MIRIAM
becomes leprous, 56
complains against Moses, 54
dies, 96

MOSES
dies, 159
reunites with Jethro, 35
stays God’s intended destruction of
Israel, 72
strikes rock at Kadesh, 99-100

NAZARENE
explained, 39

NAZARITE
explained, 39

OFFERINGS, sacrificial
described, 9
symbolism of, 9

PASSOVER, festival of
explained, 41

PENTECOST
explained, 24, 28

PHINEAS
kills Zimri and Cozbi, 133-34

PROMISED LAND

boundaries of, defined by God,
150-51

QUAIL
sent by God for Israel, 50-53

RAHAB
hides Israelite scouts, 164-65
listed in “faith” chapter, 181

SACRIFICE, animal
no longer necessary after Christ, 26

SALVATION
defined, 22
explained, 24ff.
why needed, 22

SABBATH
not observed by most today, 152

SAVIOR
typified by Aaronic priesthood, 25

TABERAH
meaning of, 45

TABERNACLE
entered by God, 7

TABERNACLES, festival of
explained, 28
pictures Millennium, 28

TITHING
explained, 93-95, 152-53

TRUMPETS, festival of
explained, 24, 29

UNLEAVENED BREAD, festival of
explained, 24, 27
observed by Israel under Joshua,
172

WORKS (of the law)
defined, 22





