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Personal from
Herbert W. Armstrong.
T u cson , Ar izo na (7/ 6 / 77)

Amo ng the severa l thousand letters of
congratulations foll owing my recent mar­
ria ge is one from a woman in Ireland that
especia lly a ttracted my attention. I sent
ou t an anno uncement in the form of a
personal letter to a ll members , and appa r­
ently this woman has been on the co­
worker list and received the letter .

Three things have str iking ly impressed
me today. One is something this Irish
woman sa id in her letter. She is a Ro man
Catholic. She says:

"You're different from us in m an y thin gs and
beliefs. It is hard to know who is r ight or wrong.
T here are so ma ny d ifferen t religions now . Every­
one thinks the irs is t he right one a nd I t hink the
world is getti ng more sinful every year. People
ca n 't agree on any th ing. Wishin g you a nd y our
wife a ll the bes t in the re maind er of your years
togethe r ." Her name, by coincid ence, is Mrs. Eliza­
bet h Armst rong.

An ot her thing that strik ing ly impressed me was
on the television news. It was the men t ion of h ow
the United Sta tes h ad gone in to allian ce with the
Soviets to he lp defea t Germany in World War II ,
and of h ow t he Russians were in posit ion t o end
the war with Germany, but d elayed for months
u n til they had taken possession of all of Eastern
E u ro pe, m a k in g t h em sa te l li t e c o m mu n is t
n a tion s , a nd t hen o ur former R ussia n a llies

became the nu mber on e enemy of the Un ited
States a nd the ent ire free world .

T he thi rd was the re flect ion of ho w the Unit ed
States entered in to World War I on the be lief tha t
it was "the war to END ALL WA RS." That
brought back a memory that I have writ ten about
be fore. Kin g Albert of Belgiu m visited a battlefield
after the armis t ice, wit h mixed feelings. He was
appalled by the s laughter of so many thousand
h u man lives t hat ha d occurred the re-but also , he
was gratified and elated that t he war was ove r
that h ad EN DED all wars! King Albert wanted t o
ma ke some kind of award to those wh o had m ade
t he greatest contrib ution in "end in g a ll wa rs." He
took a round iro n ca nn onb all from the bat tl efield ,
had it m elted and made into wa tch cases. T here
was enough iro n for fou r watch cases. T he firs t he
awa rded t o Field M a rshall Fe rdi na n d Foch ,
Su preme Command er of All ied Forces who h ad
won t he war, and , as the world su pposed, pu t a n
EN D to all wars. T he king awarded t he second
watch to Ge neral J oh n J. Persh in g, Su preme Com­
mander of Un ited States Forces. The third was
award ed t o Premier Georg es Clemenceau of
France. He felt no one else measured u p to the
qua lifica t ions of these th ree a nd kept the fourt h
watch un til someone appeared wh o did .

Aft er his dea t h t he watch passed in to t he ha nds
of his son Kin g Leopol d III. A very few years ag o
Kin g Leopold (long si nce having a bdicated in favor
of h is son King Baudouin , wh o is the presen t ru l­
ing kin g, yet re taini ng t he t itle of kin g) as a d in ne r
guest in my home in Pasadena , asked t o see me
privately in a nother roo m , and , saying that he felt
I h ad d one mo re for world peace by proclaiming
t he way t o peace tha n war-winn ing genera ls, gav e
th is four t h watch to me. N aturally , it is one of m y
most prized possessions .
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Bu t no w a reflect ion on these three things that
so st rikingly impressed me.

T hese though ts took my m ind back to the ti me
of the crea t ion of man and wh at has ha ppened to
all of us h um ans since and why. Why, as this
Ca tholic woman said, are t here so many beliefs?
And WHY does everyone thi nk his bel ief is t he
right one?

It all star te d in the Garden of Eden in t he
incident of the " Forbidden Fruit. "

Not many know it , but 1 have written a number
of times how bib lical prehistory shows t his earth
was first inhabited by angels prior to the creation
of man . In II Peter 3:4 it spea ks of these p re­
adamic angels sinning . T he con text and ot her bib­
lical passages place t he t ime of this angel sinning
prior to the creation of Adam. T he ki ng over these
earth-inhabiting angels was named Lu cifer, a
super arc hangel who evide nt ly led the an gels in to
rebell ion again st the GOVF.H.NM ENT (W Gou. In t he
Ge nesis account of t he Forbidden Fruit, Adam ­
father of t he human race- was led by his wife E ve,
deceived by t his rebel, Lucifer (now named Sa ta n ,
t he devil), into rejecting the GOVEH.NMENT OF
Goo. Adam not only rej ected God 's ru le over h im
and his human posterity, bu t chose to take to
himself t he knowledge of what is GOOD a nd wha t is
~: V I L.

In other words, he said in effect, " God, I want
to tal independence from you. I want to GO MY
OWN WAY!"

And God said, in effect , " I gave yo u your own
ch oice. You ha ve chosen to rebel and reject my
guidance, my love and rule over you-to go your
own way. It was YOUR CHOICE. T herefore, 1 SEN­
TENCE YOU TO SIX THOUSAND YEA RS OF SELF­
RULE, TOTALLY CUT OFF FROM ME, YOUR CRt;ATOR.
I now adopt a 'hand 's-off" policy towa rd you and
the human race that sha ll spring from you­
except that when and where I deem it necessary to
work out MY PURPOSE in placin g humanity on
the ea rth , I sha ll intervene. But onl y in a very few
necessary instances. Go form your own govern ­
ments, your own religions, and your own kin d of
society . Then, afte r this six thousand yea rs of
human SELF-RULE, I shall in terven e, drive ou t
Satan, the for me r Lucifer, wh o will su bt ly
DECEIV I-; YOU, a nd put the human race by Divine
pow er UNDER TH E GOVERNME NT 0 1-' GOD."

So (Gen . 3:22-24) God drove ou t t he man
(in cludin g his posterity) from access t o His Ho ly
Sp iri t , guidance. and blessings. Nevertheless, God
ha s chosen to make His will and His t ruth a vail­
ab le for t hose He chose to ca ll to a re lationsh ip
with Him, man 's maker.
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God spoke dir ectly t o Adam, to Cain-and He
must have revea led Himself to Abel , whom Christ
called "righ teous Abel." Enoch "walked with
God ," and God dealt dir ectly with Noah . Then
afte r t he flood with Abraham, Isaac, Jacob and
J oseph.

Then 430 years after Abraham God chose Moses
to lead Abraham's descendants, t hen sla ves in
Egypt, ou t of Egypt, to give them the choice of
becoming HI S NATION, under HI S RU LE. But they
were never offered spirit ua l salvation, or eternal
life. The chi ldren of Isra el accepted the proposi­
t ion , bu t d id no t obey the government of God
except for a few sepa ra ted intervals. Then God
sent J esus Chris t with GOD'S MESSAGE to MA N­
KIND about the resto ra tion of His governmen t
(after the six thousand yea rs ) by the KINGDO~I OF
GOD, which meant the HOR N lo'AM ILY OF GOD ru l­
ing t he ea rt h .

J esus ' message was dual, as are most thing!". that
God does. I ) T he GOVERNMENT at' GOD will be
res tored t o t he ea rth . because He had overcom e
and conq uered Sata n, and had t hus QUALI FIED to
be the coming DIVINE GOD-KING to restore the
GOVERNMENT OF GOD, and depose Satan . And 2)
He had come as th e Savior of mankind-that we
mi ght. as and when God ca lls us, become begotten
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ch ildren of God by receiving HIs' Holy Spirit (sh ut
off from man kind as in Genesis 3:22-24)-an d,
through Christ as Savior, be BORN OF GOD as on e
of His children in t he DIV INE FAMILY OF GOD by a
resurrect ion - which Divine GOD- ~'A :'HLY will ru le
all nations in th e Go vern men t of God-beg in nin g
the seven thousand th year.

That was the dua l messa ge tha t was the Gospel
of J esus Christ .

He proclaim ed it to numero us THOUSA :-J DS of
people for three and one-hal f ye ars, taught it to
His disciples wh o were to beco me His apostles an d
carry tha t gospe l mes-sa ge as an a nnouncemen t to
the world . Jesus d id n ot come t o save t he world
THEN , but as a messenger announcing this mes­
sage (Ma L 3: 1). Of the n um erous thous a nds wh o
h ea rd Christ hi mse lf a n no u nce it , on ly 120
beli eved wh at He said (Acts 1:15).

Bu t as the apostl es wen t fort h wit h the message
and God added to t he church (Ac ts 2:47 ), th e
persecut ion soon se t in (Acts 8: 1), t he great fa lse
ch u rch bega n mushroomin g, and by about 59 A.D.
(th e church was born on th e da y of Pen tecost 31
A.D. ) the t rue gospel was SUPPRESSED (GaL 1:6­
7; II Cor. 11:2-4, 13-15; Hom . 1:18- " hold " sho u ld
be "h old ba ck" or "su ppressed" ).

They did a way wit h J esus' Gospel of t he KIl'OG­
DOM OF GOD by say ing the false CHURCH was the
Kingdom- by saying that J esus DID AWAY WITH
H iS FATHER'S COMMA SD:'IENTS, whe re as J esus sa id
plainly , " I h ave KEPT my Fa ther 's comma nd­
ments" (John 15:10). There can be no kingdom or
govern men t wit hout a basic la w. They d id a way
wit h the t ru th th at those God called (wh ich u lti­
mately will be everybody) may be BOH.!\ INTO THE
GOD FAMILY AND KINGDOM, by adopting the
"TRINI'l'Y " doct r ine.

T he true ch urch dim inish ed and was una ble
longer to proclaim t he Gos pel of t he Kingdom ;
virtually it wen t unde rgro un d- su ffered terrib le
pe rsecu t ion , tort ure, and martyrdom !

And so the world co ntinued on , cut off from
God , wit h Sa tan ac tually and powerfu lly workin g
in t hem by " broadcasting" as "prince of t he power
of t he AIR, t he spiri t t hat s o w WOHK ETII in the
children of d isobedi ence" (E ph. 2:2). " IN wuost the
God of thi« world hath blinded t he min ds of them
which be lieve not , lest th e light of the glo rious
gospel of J esus Christ , who is the im age of God ,
sh ou ld sh ine u nt o th em " ( II Cor. 4 :4) .

T ha t is how :" AN, cut off from God, th inking
t ha t he is taking to HIMSELF the knowl edge of
what is r ight and wha t is wrong, but ac tually
DECEIV ED a nd mis led by Sa tan (ALL NATIO r-; S
HAVE HEEr-; so DECElv ED-Hev. 12:9) came t o

form so many differen t kinds of D1SAGREEI1'OG reli­
gion s. A DECEIVED pe rson natu rally TIIINKS t ha t
he is right-otherwise h e wou ld not be de ceived .
Tha t is t he ans wer to our Irish lady 's question.
T he t ru th is MADE PLA IN in the Bi ble. Ru t just as
Ad am DID NOT BELIEVE WHAT GOD SA ID t o him­
jus t as the J ews wh o eve n " believed on Christ" DID
SOT BELIEVE WHAT H E SAID (J oh n 8:30-47), so
eve n the churches of orga nized Ch ristia ni ty and
all oth er religions today DO NOT BELIEVE WHAT
THE BIBLE SA YS TODAY!

People are easily d eceived , especia lly by flattery .
Hi t ler deceived t he German people by assurin g
the m that t hey were the " :'IASTER RACE," des t ined
to conq uer and to ru le the world for a thousand
yea rs. T he masters of t he Kremlin have deceived
not on ly the Russ ia ns, bu t other na tio ns a nd scat ­
tered millions wit hin the FREE WORLD in to th in k­
ing communism will brin g us WORLD PEACE. On ly
CHRIST ca n - and WILL SOON-bring us world
peace.

T his expl ains why we have so m any gove rn ­
men ts as well as so ma ny religions today - fa lse
ed ucation , and u ns tab le society wit h fam ily life
breaking up, morals in the cess pool, cri me a nd
every sin rampant-a world bli nded an d deceived
by Satan.

And now we are very near to the END of th is
presen t world-th e six th ous a nd years WH RN
HUMANITY WAS SENTENCED TO HE CUT OFF FROM
GOD.

I exp la ined how during Old T esta ment t imes,
u n t il Israel, ONLY Abel, E noch, Noah , Abrah a m,
Isaac, Jacob, and .Ioseph had been called by God
for a contact wit h H im. T AR RRST o s TilE WORLD
WAS TOTALLY CUT OFF n WM GOD.

In No a h's d ay , Noah was the ON LY PRRSON on
ea r th who be lieved God and had con tact wit h
Him . Other wise God wou ld have saved any ot hers
from t he flood .

D urin g the ti mes of the nation Israel, on ly the
PROPHETS had this con tact, a nd the Holy Spirit of
God . Hut r-; OT the peo ple of Is rael.

Today on ly t he very FEW p redest ina ted to be
ca lled NOW-at th is ti me-are ca lled . And J esus
sa id plain ly , " No m an ca n com e to me, except t he
father whi ch sent me draw him " (J oh n 6:44 ). T hey
are t he predestina ted. Predest ina t ion has to d o
with t he TIME of our ca lling, no t wit h whet he r
we' re "saved" or " los t."

Bu t t he Kr x c no a OF GOD will be estab lished
during this present living generation. T hat is wh y
God raised me up to LEAD H iS PEOPLE an d com­
mit t ed to me in 19:13, THE GREAT COMMISSION-to
Ar-; :-OOUNCE t he im m inency of t he KINGUO:'l OF
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GOD--to proclaim the GOSPEL OF THE KINGDOM
that has not been proclaimed to the world since
the first century-to proclaim it worldwide t o t he
very living genera t ion who shall live in TWO
WORLDs-this presen t evil world of Sa ta n, and t he
HAPPY WORLD TOMORROW.

Satan hates th is Work of God- seeks by every
means to DESTROY IT! Some of our ministers have
been DECEIVED. Of course, the y thought t hat t hey
were right. Some of our members , al so. SEE THAT
IT nOES NOT HAPPEN TO you-for if you t hink YOU

are smarte r and st ronger t ha n Satan, then yo u are
deceived . We must RELYon J ESUSCHRIST ALONE to
keep us undeceived, and filled with HI S S PIRIT or
to vs, n ;ACl-;, HARMONY-RELIANCE ON HI M!
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"HA BERT W ARMS TRO NG
..... ..M ' .ed • ••<0'

July 7, 1977

Dear Fellow Ministers in Christ's Servic e :

GREETINGS i n J e s us' Na me !

GARNER TED ARMS TRONG
(,0<",'''' Voco·p,.."," ",

! need yo ur he l p o n a special p rojec t. I ' ve just bee n ta lk­
i ng with Sherwi n McM ichael about the advanced r e s e r va t i on s p icture
fo r thi s fa l l's Festiva l of Tabernacles, a nd am somewhat alarmed
to see that at many of the festival si tes only 55 -7 0 pe rcen t of
o ur b r ethr e n have a rra nge d f or a dva nced reservat ions.

Several t h ing s a re i mpo r t a n t to rea lize i n this lig h t :

1) I ha ve been forced to r e s c ind my earlie r decision that
t he headq uarter 1s a rea NOT be a major feast s ite , thus designating
it o nce again as a major f e a s t s ite for the comi ng fa ll fo r several
r e a son s . F ir s t, with the consolidation of t he two campuses , a nd
hundreds upon hundr ed s o f col lege s tuden ts com ing o n campus , it
wo ul d be an enormous expense to bus a nd house those students at
ei the r Sq uaw Valley o r Tucson. Secondly , we find tha t an inord i ­
na t e number of South land people ha v e been draggi ng their feet about
ar rang ing advance r e s er vat i on s to t h e Tu c s o n site , for perhaps
any n umber o f reasons , no t the least o f which i s simply economic
p r e s s u r e . Th i r d, 1 1 m su re a l arge n umbe r of brethren around the
c o un t r y a nd even other nations wou ld be disappointed if they cou l d
not p roceed with the i r plans to ut ilize the ir festival tithe to
v isi t headquarters , wh i c h for some has been a dream o f man y year s.
The r e f ore, I' m a s ki ng that a ll of you an nounce f rom you r p ulpits
that headquarters WILL once again be des ignated as a fest iva l si te
t h i s fa ll.

2 ) We a re experienc ing a dec l ine in the ti the of t he f es t i ­
val t i t he s, and I want you a ll to make it a spec ia l effor t t o r e a l l y
promote t h i s f rom your pUlpits ! Af ter al l , your own mi n is teria l
subsidy to he lp you a nd your families to en joy the Feast of Ta be r­
nacles comes directly from these fund s, as does the money r e q ui r e d
for renta ls of ou r fest iva l fac i lit ies i n t h i s nation a nd around
t he wo r l d (espec ially where poorer o ve rseas sites cannot afford
the c o st o f the ir o wn f estival faci li t ies) , as we ll as the cont inual
year -to-year maintenance costs i n con nect i o n with th e chu rc h owned
f estiva l s i t es and many o ther e xpenses .

3 ) Please we a ve into the f a b r i c of a s ermon in the ne x t
few week s o n the subject of the home a nd the fam i ly you r si ncerest
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and mo s t urgent c o mme nts a bo ut the fami ly s tr uct ure; t he need t o
rej oi c e t og e ther i n t he Feast of Taber nac les a s a fami ly , remember ­
ing t hat t he f e s ti val pi ctures the Kingdom of~od on this ear th ,
a nd t he o bv ious analogy o f t he who le family o f God expanded i nto
mul tipl e mi l l ions of membe rs du ri ng t he mil lenn ium . It is abso­
l u t e l y i ncumben t upon you , men , as ministe rs o f Jesus Christ , t o
" get o ut the membe rs " for t he Feast of Tabernacles ! It IS the
spiritua l h ighlight of the ye a r; and I am bending every effort in
speaking s chedu les , try i ng t o get our top a nd most inspiring p r each­
e rs t o deliver meaningf u l s ermons fo r the b r e th ren , plus every
e f f ort in all t he phys ica l ameni ti e s to make su re tha t the Feast
o f Tabernacles i s t he a bso l u t e HIGHLIGHT o f our spir i t ual e x pe ri ­
enc e d u r i ng the year ! Please join with ~ in thi s and rea l ly URGE
your b r e t h r e n to atte nd t he Fe a s t o f Tabe r nac les thi s f a l l!

We must bea r down o n God ls Wor d t ha t thes e a nn ua l Hol y Day s
ar e "CONVOCATIONS" whi c h me ans "COMMANDED ASSEMBLIES "! I t i s a bs o­
l u t e d isobedience t o God t o fo rego atte nd ing His annua l f e s ti val s
wh i ch He p l ainly commands in Hi s wr itten and ins pi r e d Word !

Of course , I would hope tha t you wou ld emphasi ze the pos i t ive
a s pe c t s of f a mily li f e, rec reationa l a nd vaca t ional oppor tu ni t ies ,
t he phys ica l amenities such as time to rejoice with one 's fam i ly,
c h ild r e n and friends, be ing ab le to spe nd nea rly one te nth of one's
inc o me on one 's own fami ly f o r various e njoyable pursuits in the
course of t ravel to a nd f rom the festival s ite , and tha t type of
t h i ng-- a s well as emphasis on the spi r itual aspect of sermons , -/
in t e r e sti ng films and television p rograms about t he Work , hea r i ng
f rom my fat he r a nd me and other l e a d i ng mi n i ster s in t he ch urch ,
a nd spiri t ua l fe l lowsh ip one with t he other .

Bu t we r e all y do need t o ca l l upon you to suppor t wi t h a l l
of you r s i nc e re a nd ear nes t e n t hus iasm the fest ival depar tment
and t he F east of Ta berna c l es !

Further, I ho pe you wi ll t ak e t i me o u t in a nnouncemen ts to
men ti on that the us ual summer do ld rums seem to be set t i ng i n, and
Ra y Wr i g h t ha d t o o nce aga i n t ell me t hat ou r c ash f low is d i~pi ng

da ngerous ly , j us t as he had almo s t apprehe ns ive ly e xpected it wo ul d
do on i n t o the hot s ummer mon ths , when people 1s minds t ur n mo r e
t o t r a vel, vacat ion , a nd personal pleasure .

Th i s i s not an emergency ; I a m not ca l l ing fo r another emer ­
gency offer ing hot on the heel s of the last one , but wo u l d cer tainly
like to ask all of you to he lp hold up our hands , and to urge the
b rethren to keep it ~ and not to let down dur ing these important
summe r months!

Pl e a s e read ve ry careful ly the sta tement on "moon l ighti ng "
in this i s s ue.

I will no t fur ther be labor t h e poi nt he r e , but I do wan t
t o sta t e mo s t emphatica l ly o nce again a s I hav e so many times tha t
t he " QUALI TY OF THE PRODUCTS I NVOLVED" i s no t at issue !
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P lease , p lease believe that! So far as I know, the quality
of products such a s Amway , Tupperware, Shak lee, a nd a host of others
may be t riple "A" number o ne ! I have no expert ise i n that area,
and I have no e mot i o na l hang ups o ne wa y or the other--for al l I
know, I may wa n t t o lay in a ful l ye a r ' s suppl y of men' s shaving
produc ts dis tr ibuted by Shak lee!

BUT , I want yo u t o take very s e rious ly t he fact tha t I am
absol u te ly REQUIRED by a vast n umb e r o f c i rcumstances t o i nsist
up o n th e adop t ion o f a mini s ter ial code of et h ics whi c h wouln pre­
clude di rect areas wher e c onfli ct of i n t e r es t i s glar ingl y obviou s .

I am do ing th is right out in the bright lig h t o f day, i n
t he ope n , aski ng and requir ing the fu llest min isteria l input f r o m
ever y mini ster on the fac e of t hi s e arth who has anything whatso­
ever to contribute. So plea se s t udy the moo nl ighti ng statemen t,
and be assured that the proce s s o f adoption of a mi n i s t e r i a l code
of ethics i s continual ly underway ; that we wi l l ask for yo ur fu l l­
est inpu t when the fi r st rough draft i s fina l ly c o mp le t e ; and that
t he adopt ion o f such a c ode o f e t h i c s wi ll , of cour se, i nclude
many importa n t re fe rences d irect ly from God's i nsp ired Word con­
c erning the cal l ing of t he min i st r y.

I be l ieve th e appr oach o f allowi ng a coup l e who have become
p erhaps o v e r l y i nvo l ve d t o the extent tha t there may be (or may
not be) confl ict of i n t e r e s t to wi nd down suc h i nvo l ve me n t over
a period o f s i x mon t h s i s tremendo usly fai r . Remember, in som e
cases , such busines ses a re saleabl e a s a ny o t her v iable busi ness
wo u l d be, and this policy i s not to suggest f inancial disaster
for som e who have become partially dependent upo n supp lementary
i nc o me which ma y p r o ve t o be a c on flict of inte r e st with th e mini s ­
try.

I suppose many of you have heard by no w t ha t Mrs. Lo i s Ne lson
died on l y a few days a go after a long and b i t t e r bout with cancer.
I know Mr. Ke rm it Nels o n had s t e e l ed hi mself aga inst the eventual ­
i t y , and I have talked with h i m up o n s e ve r a l oc c asions , going over
to pray fo r Loi s a couple of we e ks or s o before she was f i na l ly
taken to a hospital i n Ft. Worth , Te xa s and put unde r i ntensive
ca r e , and I know al l o f you- -most e s pecia l l y ot he r s of o ur numher
who have l ost their wive s and other loved o nes- - c a n deep ly e mp a t h i ze
wi t h Kermit and his family !

While I wo ul d not e nco ur age a large number o f phone c a l l s ,
I kn ow t hat any number o f you who a r e c lose to Ke r mit and his famil y
p e r sonally would want t o l et him know of yo ur empathy and deep
c oncern !

So f ar , I ha ve bee n s tay ing completely abreast of my daily
a nd weekly radi o r e sponsibiliti e s , making batches of five -minute
progr a ms al l in on e day , fi ve a t a time, a nd adding a live, fr e sh
h al f - ho u r weekly ra d i o progr a m e a c h wee k , and am ve ry e nco ur a ged
that t he ma i l has rea lly been picking up l a t ely !
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Of a spec ial encouragi ng note , I have bee n shown that we
h ave had an unusual upturn in the numbe r of prospective members
in th e las t we e ks , and t h i s of course is tremendo usly encouraging !

Any of you who have bee n experiencing th is in your areas,
I sure ly hope t hat you wi ll wr i t e t o me or at l e a s t pu t a parag r a p h
i n you r r e g u l a r ministerial r eport f or my attention so that I can
be g iven this i n f or mat i o n f r o m you men i n the a rea s direct l y !

F r o m a possible positive s lant negative and y e t "newsy" poi nt
of view , I might mention that we had a " me a s l e s scare" d ur ing the
first session o f S .E.P . , which requi red the inoculation o f approxi­
ma t e l y 50 percen t of t he campers !

I know th is word would have gotten long since o n the grape­
vine anyhow, so prefer red t o tel l yo u about it officia l ly . For
some reason, o ne fami ly al lowed their daughter to com e to camp
whose s ister had just b r o ke n out i n a rash o f measles! The you ng
gir l was i n he r do rmitory with about 30 other gir ls for a t otal
of fou r to six days or so before she began to de velo p the s ymp toms ,
so by this time practically every chil d in camp had been e xpo se d !

When the l oc a l hea lth a uthorities got wind of it , the y of
c our se i mmediate ly wanted to inoculate every ch ild in camp! Fear­
ing parenta l reaction , we had s i x o r s e ve n gir ls get t ogether and
begin a many hou r st -long marathon o f ca l ling al l 360 parent s of
every child in camp, a nd informing t hem of the circumstances , ann -/
a sking their opi nion a nd/ o r pe rmission. I n only a very few cases
did the pa rents re fuse, a nd I think i n one or two cases pa r ents
may ha v e e ve n c ome to th e camp to collect their chi ld r en to prevent
t he i r i no c ul a t i on . In about half of t he cases the children ha d
all ha d measles before, anyhow, and so i noc ulation was not neces­
sary, and in the other half i noc ul a t i on was ei the r necessary o r
t he camp could have quite l i te r a lly be en q uarantined and closed
dow n by the health a u t ho r i t i e s !

The y were i noc ul a t e d with t he new air g un method, and we
heard of absolutely ~ adverse reactions in any sing le instance!

Th e first s e ss i o n of S .E .P. ended on a ve r y buoyant a nd happy
note, with s ome o f th e most exc ited and turned-on youngster s you
have ever s e en! Ca mp ha s be en go ing unusual l y smoothly this year
with the singl e e xc ep t ion of our brief " me a s l e s scare, " bu t e ve n
that went off in smooth f a s h ion with the f r i e nd l i es t kind of co­
ope r ation f r o m t he s t a te health au thorities, and we we r e ver y
p l e ased that no se r ious mea sles o u t b r e a k occur red!

I sincere ly hope t hat if a ny of y ou min is t er s get wi nd o f
youngsters p lann i ng on c oming t o the s e cond s ession with some violent
communicab l e d i s e ase you wi l l c o uns e l t he fami lies i n your are as
that s u c h s hould never be considered !

We ha d a tr e me ndo u s bou t wi th a meas l e s ep i de mi c in the
Pasadena/Los Ang el e s ar e a o nl y a f ew mon t hs earlier , and man y
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thou s and s of youngsters wer e kep t o u t of publ ic schools cec a use
al l k i nds of parents (not r emo t e l y affiliated with t he church)
f o r va r i ous r e a s ons, probably no t the least of whi c h wa s the s wine
fl u ino c ulat ion sca r e , r efu s e d t o have their ch ild ren inoculate d ,
s o thi s i s no t h ing new.

That 1 s a bou t it. Thank s a gain fo r you r c ontinual s uppor t ,
and I hope a l l of you ha ve an oppo rtu n i t y d uri ng the summer or
fal l months for a l ittle t i me o ff-with your fami lies for recre ­
ation , hunti ng o r fishing o r whate v er!

Un t i l next time . .•

You r brot her in Ch ri st,

GTA/ a d
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STATEMENT ON MOONLIGHTING
Severa l mon ths a go, Mr. Ted Armstrong com­

men ted at len gth in the Bulletin on the su bject of
ministeri al moon lighting a nd as ked for input from
t he field on the subj ect. Since then, a great deal of
m ai l and comment has been received from t he
field and we a re now in a position to make a
stateme nt on the subject.

In add iti on to the com me nt from t he m inis try ,
we are receiving a steady and in creasing in flux of
commen tary from the mem bership who a re obvi­
ou sly concerned-some quite u pset-over the
ma t ter.

T he com me nt from the me m bership has been
especially negative in the field of heal th foods and
diet su pplemen ts, although ot hers ha ve written
expressi ng concern regarding other m inisteria l side
ventures whose net res u lt is that t he pas to r­
whethe r directly or in directly-is a ble to supp le­
m ent h is incom e th rou gh the use of hi s spir it ua l
office and influ en ce am ong t he loca l chu rch
people. Please understand, we are no t implying
that these arrangements are the result of wrong
motives or any avarice on the part of the minis­
ter- his mo tive may be pure concern . However ,
the bottom line is tha t members in ever in creasing
numbers are beco min g d isgru nt led a nd even
offended over the matter- it is even becom ing a
source of division in the Ch urc h! It seems that t he
t ime has come for the m inistry t o ta ke a un ited
stand on t his matter.

Before proceeding, ho wever, it m ight be well to
exp lain one of the reasons why we have a prob lem.
Ou r soc iety seems to be in creasingly geared to t wo
incomes per family. With inflation gradually erod ­
in g our sa vings a nd our s tanda rd of livin g, it is
becoming more com mon for wives to go t o work or
for me n to hold down two jobs in order to main ­
tain a higher standard of livin g. The loss of on e of
those in comes might very well mean t he loss of a
ho me. When we understand the need for meeti ng
mortga ge pay ments, bu ying clothing for growing
child ren , keep in g food on the table, a nd ho pefu lly
sa ving a little money for the ch ild re n to go t o
co llege, havin g to be prepared through me dical
in surance or savings for hospi ta l bills , it 's easy to
see why a lot of ou r minis ters ' wives have chosen
t o go to work. In some cases, it m ay be a need for
sel f-expres sion or fulfillment ; but in some cases , it
may be sheer economic necessity . We understand
that.

An other major conside ration is secu rity. Fin an -

cia I crises or any indication of ins ta bili ty in the
Work , or any personal crisis or trauma can lead t o
serious problem s of insecurity . Realizin g that the
problem exists, one of the prima ry goa ls we have
in Pastora l Administ ration (a fter cons idering first
the needs of t he Chu rch and of the Work) is t he
stability and secu rity of the Minister and his fa m ­
ily . You 'll .see t his conce rn reflected in th e reloca ­
t ion bonus, the retention of t he fleet progra m , our
attempts to slow down on m in isteria l t ra ns fers
and to leave a ma n in h is ch u rc h for five to seven
years, the de velopment of a he alth insu rance pr o­
gram, life insurance program , etc. We realize we
need to improve all of t hese programs and we also
need to give attention to a disabili ty program a nd
a retirement program .

But I presume 1 will not be accused of say ing:
" Be ye wa rmed a nd filled " if I remind a ll of us
where ou r real secu rity lies. As David said : " I ha ve
been young and now I am old , but I have never
see n the righteou s forsaken or hi s children begging
bread." If we who a re in the m inistry , of a ll peo ple,
lose our faith in God as our pr ovider , protector a nd
the u lt imate source of our secu rity, how can we
possibly perform as leaders in t.he Church and help
hu ild the faith of others? Anyone-whether a m in­
ister or no t , whether in the Church or not- who is
looking to this world , it s economy, its currency , for
his secu rity is doomed to ul timate d isappointment.
God forbid t hat we shou ld become so involved in
the affairs of this world that we for get wh y we' re
here and we take ou r eyes off the kingdo m , forget­
t ing Christ's words when He sa id : "Seek you first
the -kingdom of God and His righ teousness, and all
these t hings sha ll be ad ded un to you." With a
clear grasp of both sides of t his , perhaps we 're
ready to take a ca refu l look a t ou r prohlem .

In t he Bib le, we mini.... t ers are referred t o as
shepherds, and the membership of the Churc h as
sheep. The "sheep" analogy is no t intended by
God t o imply t hat the membersh ip is dum b. Qu ite
the con trary .

Com paring the membership to a flock of sheep is
more to illustrate the members ' vu lne rability-a
vulnera bility that mainly results from their will­
in gness to voluntarily su bm it to the govern men t
of God and their com plete trus t in the ministry .
All of us are painfu lly aware of how susce pt ib le
the Ch urc h is to fads, even wh en the min ister is
not in volved. Bu t t hey are especially vul ne rable
where the minis try is concern ed . When entering
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into a ny bu siness or other a rra ngemen ts with a
minister, t hei r guard is often completely do wn. It
may not even occ u r to them to take preca u t ions
they would normally take with other members or
wit h people in the world. Therefore, an enormous
burden of responsibility descends upon the sh ou l­
ders of the minister.

We are shepherds ove r God 's flock, b ut the
sheep a re not ours. They belon g to God . It is our
duty to feed them and protect them . We can not
a llow a ny hint of finan cia l gai n t o be a m ot iva t ion
of ou r dealings wit h God 's peo ple. T he script u res
abound with warnings to that effec t (I Peter 5: 1.2;
Acts 20:28-33; I T imothy 6 :;)·11).

Pa ul's exa m ple in all of h il-l dealings wit h the
Ch urch was absolutely ste rling. In a way , I sup ­
pose, Pau l cou ld be called a "non-caree r " minister.
He did receive finan cial help from other ch urches,
but he cons isten tly refu sed it from the ch urch he
was serving. Ra ther , he went out a nd wo rked with
his ha nds-not to be moo n ligh t in g, however! No t
becau se of a ny need for secu rity! Paul's goal ,
ra ther, was to make his service to the ch u rch icith ­
alit charge, not to lin e h is own pockets .

With a ll th is in mind, let's take a loo k at some
sim ple ethical principles wh ich shou ld be applied
u niformly t h roughout the ministry .

First and foremost, it is ext re mely im porta n t
that the minist ry of God be sin gle-m inded in their
ded ica tion to the Wo rk a nd the Ch u rch . We a re
told tha t a double-m inded man is u nstable in all
his way s. Ch rist tell s us in no uncertai n terms t h at
no man ca n serve t wo masters. Therefore, when a
minister begins to involve himself in a business ,
anothe r j ob, preparation for ano the r ca reer, he will
no longer be showing the sin gle-minded devot ion
to his job a nd to the Work t hat is dem ande d of
him .

This is not to say that it's wro ng for a min ister
to have investments or even to have a h ob by tha t
happens to ea rn money . But whe n tha t " hobby"
begins to pu ll his interes t away from the Ch u rch ,
or wh en his money-making act ivities begin to se ri ­
ousl y detract from his involvement in the Ch urch ,
t he time has come for him to make a se rious
reappraisal of himsel f, h is goals , and his ca lling,

We st ill believe th at the m in ist ry is a calling­
that God reaches down in to this world and se lects
men whom He wa nts to use for cer tai n purposes.
It is absolutely essent ia l that a man who is t o
serve as a pastor- a shepherd of God 's ftock ­
sh ou ld believe right down to the core of h is bei n g
that he is..called ofGod to do that job!

"Moonlighting," by most definitions of the term,
is s imply not proper for a full -t ime ca reer minister

in God's Ch u rch . If there is any q uest ion in a
min ist er's mind as to wh ether a n ac t ivity cons t i­
t u tes "moon light ing ," he shou ld d i"lCUSS the mat­
ter with his area coo rd inator. In fact , it is in you r
best interes t to notify you r area coo rd inator of
anything t hat eve n might be cons t rued as moon­
lightin g. In this w ay, rumors a nd m isu nd er­
stand ings may be av oided . Do it all in the clear
ligh t of d ay- you h ave nothin g to fear from the
ad ministration of the Ch urch . We will be most
cons ide ra te in evaluatin g you r circu mstance and
t ry ing to he lp you ach ieve you r goa ls (includ ing
personal goals ) and to be wh at yo u wa nt to be .

T he sec ond major point in volves t he minister's
wife. You a ll re mem ber how many t imes Mr. Arm ­
s t ro ng: has told us tha t his wife, Lorn a , was fifty
percent of his ministry . We hav e lon g had a t radi ­
t ion of the h usband and wife team in the ministry
of th is Ch urch. God forbid tha t we sho u ld ever lose
tha t tradition . Frankly, t feel that it h as begu n to
slip- bot h in decision s that we h ave made at head ­
quarters and decision s t ha t you ha ve m ad e in the
field. Some may ha ve in terpreted t he fa ct t hat
wives were not brou gh t in to min is terial confer­
ences at t imes in t he past as implying that we do
not ca re wh ether t he w ife is involved in t he minis­
t ry of her husband. Nothing co uld be fur t he r from
t he t ru t h! Those dec isions were p urely fina ncial in
nature ; a nd in the future, we sincere ly hope to be
able to keep the wi ves fu lly Involved in both con ­
ferences, seminars, educational opportu nities, e tc.
because they are a fun damenta l, integra l, impor­
ta n t part of the min istry of th is Ch u rch .

If the wife's workin g is II ma tter of econ om ic
necessity. we understand. If it is a matter of per­
sona l need for fu lfillmen t , we understan d ­
although we wish that she were ab le to find he r
fu lfillment working alongside her husba nd in the
Ch urc h. We realize that some men give more and
some men give less of a n op port uni ty to their
wives to be involved in what t hey do. All cou ples
are not the sa me and t hey will not find the same
level of workin g togethe r. T here is no policy tha t a
m in i.s ter's wife may not wo rk at an outs ide job a nd
increase t he income to t he fa mi ly. On the con ­
t rary , Proverbs 31 seems to im ply t hat t his may be
right and proper. Bu t it is ou r hope for the future
t hat the min ister's wi fe, w here able, wiIl be more
an d more involved in t he Church and in her h us­
ha nd 's min i..t ry and t hat , by means of be t ter com ­
pe nsation. the economic necess ity for workin g can
he a llevia ted.

The th ird area is a little more difficu lt and
involves businesses th at min ist ers or t he ir wives
ha ve gone int o which invol ve the direct sa les or
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merchand is ing of on e product or another to the
membership of the Chu rch of God . It a lso some­
t ime- involve- t he buildin g of sales net works
within and witho u t t he Churc h . The single m ost
pervasive a nd difficult aspect of this involves the
various cha in or pyramid sales s t ruc t u res, particu­
larly involvin g health prod ucts , t hat have ra ther
broadly infiltrated t he Ch urch .

There is a n excelle n t article on direct sales tech ­
niques a nd how to exercise you r sa les res ista nce in
the ,July 1977 edit ion of Mo ney (beginnin g on page
65) . The art icle is entit led " lI ow Door-t o-Door
Selle rs Ring Your Chim es." (They are not dealin g
merely wit h door-to-door sa lesmen. hut wit h all
forms of direct sales including personal contacts.
demonst ration part ies, ctc. ) The art. icle points ou t
that d irect sa lesmen "trade h eavily " on t he Ioneli­
ness of housewives and t hei r incl inat ion to be
cou rteous to visitors. Rich ard H. Bu skirk. co ­
au th or of the sa lesma n 's bible, Textbook of Sates ­
man...h ip , is q uoted as sa ying : " All the most sue ­
cessfu l door-to-door peo ple today- Avon a nd
Ma ry Kay cosmet ics, Sarah Covent ry Jewelry,
Tupperware plastic kitchen ware- mak e the most
of human sociability. Wha t they have going for
them is the biggest problem t hat people face
tod ay. Millions of people out there are just pl ain
-,-_ _ lon ely . They ha ve nobody to talk to and
they are will ing to buy a tten t ion:'

Qu estion : Sh ould a minis ter or h is wife be pu t in
the posit ion of " t rading" on t he loneliness of the
membe rship and their inclina tion to be cour teo us
to visitors? Should not the min is ter a nd his wife be
J{i vinJ{ t heir atten tion freely a nd eq ua lly to all
mem bers of the Church of God ? Wh at h appens if
on e member. becau se he is a cu stomer or business
as...ociate of the pastor or his wife, is ab le t o bu ild a
"specia l" relationsh ip with the m inis ter? The
a u tho r goes on to point out that " F uller Brush
men a nd women have bee n getting past the front
door for seven ty years- a nd instilling a sense of
obligat ion in cus tomers-by givi ng them a gift. "

W e recently heard from a field past or who put a
s top to so licitation in h is chu rch area . Wha t
prompted him to action was tw o elderly women in
the Chu rch who had been Invited to a party where
jewelry was bei ng sh own. Even though t he y cou ld
no t a fford it, they bought two sma ll pieces because
they felt ob liga ted! It's a supe r b sa les tech nique.
bu t it isn't the best Christi anity .

The author goes on to cite a Ne w York psy ­
choana lyst who once su ppor ted himself as a door­
to-doo r sa lesma n. He said : " Du ring in- home
en counters, the buyer is u nder a tremendous d is­
advantage because of his socia l co nditioning to

treat t he se ller as a guest : ' Many of t he com pan ies
tod ay who are involved in py ramid or chain sa les
ma ke great ca pital out of people 's "socia l cond i­
t ioning" to t reat the seller as a friend , gues t or
brother. P ictu re how devas ta t in gly effect ive it is if
yo u must a lso treat t he selle r as your minister! A
m in ist er or his wife se lling to the Ch urch mem ber­
sh ip is like shooti ng fish in a ba rrel. T here is a
bu ilt -in sense of obliga tion to the minist ry on t he
part of the C hu rch membership .

W e are particu la rl y concerned about t hese
direct sa les methods whe n they in vol ve health
prod ucts.

List en to Pau l's words :
" Behold the third t.ime I am ready to come t o

yo u ; and I will no t. he bu rdensome to y ou: for I
seek not yo u rs, but you: for the ch ild ren oug ht not
to lay up for the parents. hu t the pa ren ts for the
chi ldren . And I will ve ry glad ly spe nd a nd he spe n t
for you ; t hough the more a hu nd a ntl y I love you,
the less I he loved ... Did I ma ke a ga in of yo u by
any of them whom I sent unto you? I desired
Tit us, and with him I se nt a h rot he r. Did T itus
make a gain of you? " (II Corin t h ia ns 12 :14-18 ).

Now hon estly, fellows, if M r. Ted Armst rong
sh ou ld write t hat letter to your congregation and
ask if you had made a ga in of th(,I11 , how wou ld yo u
want t he m to answer?

Wha t we need to unders tand clea rly is t he
uneth ica l practice of usin g o ne's access to the
Ch urch , throu gh the use of the pulpit , vis it ing ,
an ointing or other pe rsonal co n tacts, to sell var-i ­
ous products or bu ild a sales for ce. It is a matter of
being above reproach as minist ers.

There is an other mo re su bt le dime nsion t.o th is
p roblem over and above just making money oil" t he
C h u rc h people. In this regard , p lease, for a
moment, put yourself in t he position of t.h e aver­
ag e laymember. On the average, nat ion wide, the
sala ry and sta nda rd of living of most of ou r mem ­
he rs is cons iderably lower t ha n th at of their local
pas tors. Yet , a t the sa me ti me, this " average"
memhe r no doubt realizes th at t he ti t hes a nd
offer ings he con t r ibu tes help fu nd y our sa lary, car,
fea st ex pense and genera l lifes tyle.

This sa me Ch urch member, if he has bee n a
member for a ny lengt h of t ime, a lso realizes t ha t
his financial support of t he Co llege and the
Ch urch has gone a lon g way in he lping t o put y ou
through Ambassador Co llege and , as such, in
es tablish ing your ca reer . Now , severa l yea rs later ,
when you wind up in his ch u rch a rea as h is "spir i­
t ual gu ide" and he find s out that, 10 and be hold ,
yo u and you r wife seem nearly as excited and
en ergeti c about. you r "in -house" vitamin (or other}
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bu s iness as you are about your 'pas tora te, then it is
on ly natural that th ere wou ld he cause for dis­
en chantment , disgruntlement and accusation.

And whi le ma ny of you concerned will no doubt
cite ma ny examp les of breth ren who do not feel
t h is way, there is a not her l arge, s ilent segment
who obvious ly do, a nd it is th ese pe op le th a t we
are concerned a bou t a nd that you shou ld be eo n­
corned a bout. Aft er a ll, what d id Christ say abou t
ca using offens e"!

All we are rea lly seeking from our field ministers
who are in volved in these areas is a greater
exercising of com mon sense, d isc re ti on a nd a sense
of responsibility toward t he ir peo ple- a good old­
fash ioned "abo ve reproach" attitude and manner
of deal ing. Unfortunately , there have been fla­
gra nt and almost u nbelievable violations of seem­
ingl y elementary standa rds of cond uc t by some.
As a lways, it seems, the few h ave to "spoil" it for
the many. For those of you who ha ve bee n co n ­
ducting any side ven tu res in a com pletely "above
reproach " ma nn er, we at Pastoral Ad ministrat ion
cer tainly have no quarre l wit h you or inten tion of
interfer ing in your pe rsona l life.

Lest you t h ink we a re the on ly ones who have
t his problem , let me q uo te from the policy of t he
Mi ller F luid Power Corpo rat ion in re la t io n to
these ac t ivi t ies among their own employees:

" It is a pol icy of the com pa ny that em ployees
are not permitted to solici t other em ployees for
the sale of items for personal gain .

"T here ha ve been reports of suc h sales activities
going on for products suc h as Avo n, AmWay, a nd
re la ted it ems. T he ma nagement of the company
feels tha t employees shou ld not be put in a posi ­
t ion of a captive cus to mer a nd steps shou ld he
taken t o s top such activities.

" If yo u know of a ny emp loyees wit hi n you r
depar tment conducting such sa les activities. you
sh ou ld see that it i.. s topped . If you know of any
em ployees in other departments cond uc t ing suc h
sail'S activities. le t t he supe rviso r of that depart ­
ment know so it can he s to pped'! '

Wit h all these thi ngs being co ns ide red , it doesn't
seem unreasonable to make the following st ate­
m eri t s regard ing ou r present s it uation and to
require compliance of all full -t ime m in isters :

(I ) No full-time minister or hi s wife may enter
into any bu sin ess ve ntu re which wou ld invol ve
direct sa les or merchandising to t he mem bersh ip
of t he Worl d wide C hu rch of God or which wou ld
invo lve b uild ing or ma intain in g a sa les force com­
prised of mem bers.

(2) Any fu ll-t ime minister or hi.. wife who is
a lready involved in suc h a bu siness m ust cease

im mediately an y effort.s to expand their business
with the membership and must be see n to be act­
ing in good fa ith to become totally divested of any
such activities uittun six months.

It is not our desire to see anyone u ndergo
ru inous financia l loss in the process of d ives ti ture.
This is the reason for t he " in good faith" provision .
It mu st be clear to the Ch u rch and to your col­
lea gues in the min istry that yo u a re not pursuin g
the matter any fur ther, an d it is your responst­
bility to he seen to be above rep roach.

It may well he that some ha ve such luc rative
businesses going that it wou ld he in t he ir best
in terest as well as in t he Work's best interest for
them to opt for t he non-career rninist ry . T here
will he no recrimination s or st igma attached t o
an y minister if he a nd h is wife decide to go in to
bu siness fu ll-t ime for themselves . T h ey ca n not,
however, con ti n ue o n t he pa yroll of t he Work.

\Ve realize that t his statement ca nn ot cover
every possible situation. P lease feci free to ca ll or
write if y ou ha ve a ny problems. We will t ry to be
as cons ide rate as we ca n he a nd to find a n a m i­
ca hle Ch ris t ian solution to a ny diffi cu lt ies.

- Ronald L. Dart

Special Notice
There has recently been a swelli ng tide of co n­

cern comi ng from both the members hip of the
Church and t he field min ist ry over re ports tha t
some m en in the min ist ry have become in volved in
business deal s or as part of a py ram id or ch ain
sa les effort with min ist ers who ha ve previously left
t he Chu rch . It is our hope t h at there are merely
m isun ders ta ndings in vol ved , bu t we fee l t ha t a ny
su ch m isu nd ers ta ndin gs shou ld he cleared u p
immedi ately .

T he fact tha t so me of our mini..ters and wives
may he in fellowship wit h , wo rking with or creat­
ing a profit for minis ters who have turned against
the C hu rch , is becoming a source of great offense
am ong t he brethren a nd t he min istry . Ma ny of
these ex-ministers ha ve actively opposed t he
Ch u rch of God . They have circu la ted tapes. letters
an d printed material to the m em be rship of t he
Ch urch of God in a clear effor t to pu ll away memo
he rs after t hem selves. It sh ou ld come as no su r ­
prise to any of yo u t ha t some of the bret hren are
becoming incensed t hat our own min isters might
he helping to ad d fina ncia l resou rces to t hose who
have in the past used their resources to undermi ne
the faith of " litt le on es" in the Church .
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Any such activit ies eit her by ministers or t h eir
wives must be stopped immediately. No m inis ter
of t he Worldwide Ch u rch of God can be allo wed to
do business with or be in vol ved in a pyramid or
ch ain sales st ructu re ,....it h an ex -min is ter who h as
left t he Church . If you think you h ave a n exce p ­
t ion to this , you will need to submit written do cu ­
menta tion and receive wri t ten a pproval from
headquarters.

I repea t, it is our hope t hat t his has a ll grown
ou t of misundersta ndings and t hat the mat ter can
be q uick ly resolved . If you are concern ed because
you t hink someone is involved, it would be helpful
if you wou ld contact the person d irectly for clari­
fication .

- Ronald L. Dart

Pastoral
Administration

Greetings from headqu arters! I hope you all h ad
a n ice four th of J u ly . We decided to s tay home this
ye ar and not add to the t raffic con gestion,
alt hough we d id go dow n to the firew orks d isp lay
a t the Rose Bowl . As usual , it was a s t ir rin g spec­
ta cle.

You 'll be reading in the current WORLDWID E
NE WS of our most recent trip fro m Mem phis to
Lexington to New Jersey ; Washington, D.C.;
Roa noke, Vi.rgini a ; Knoxville, T ennessee ; Nash­
vi lle and back to Mem ph is. We managed to visit
wit h ove r t hirty mi nis ters and most of their wives
on the t rip so, while we were a littl e t ired whe n we
got ha ck , we felt t ha t the trip wa s enormo us ly
profitable.

Several interesting points cam e up in som e of
t he meetings we he ld on the trip. Fo r examp le, we
lea rn ed in New Jersey t ha t not a few of the men in
the field a re havin g difficulty in gett ing phone
ca lls re turned from headquarters . It was quite a
pu zzle to me as we d iscussed t he ma tter beca use
a ll of us on t he s taff here res pond promptl y t o a ll
telephone calls. For some reason, some of the mes­
sa ges that are being left with ope rators in Pasa ­
den a are not getting up to Ministerial Services or
Pastora l Administration .

W e discu ssed the matter at some length , a nd
then the men men t ioned that if they got their
messages through to someone on t he staff there
was never any d iffi cu lt y . I spoke to Fred Gi lreath,
t he General Se rvices Manager here a t the Ha ll of
Ad ministration , about th e matter, a nd he was
going to make immediate inquiry to see if som e-

th in g cou ld be don e. He a lso pointed ou t th a t a
possible area of problem lies with the volunteer
ope ra tors who serve on the weekends. S omet imes
they are less familiar ....-ith our system.

I sugges ted that if the men ca ll during bu siness
ho urs, t hey wi ll get e xperienced operators and will
be mu ch m ore cer tain of havin g their messages de­
livered to Min is terial Services a nd /or Pastoral
Adm inis t ration. t would su gges t as a gene ral pro­
ced ure that if a ny of y ou ca ll headqua rters and
lea ve a message a nd t he n don't get a response
within twenty- fou r hours, call u s again. " If at firs t
you don't succeed, call, ca ll again." And don 't hesi ­
ta te to ca ll ou r hom e phone numbers ou tside of
bus iness h ou rs if necessary. It m ay , however, be
necessary to ca ll direct rather th an us ing the
\VATS line. It's perfect ly a lright to do t hat if it's
urgent.

Another qu estion was raised rega rdi ng tapes
played in Sabbath se rvices. I t shou ld he under­
s tood by a ll of our ministers, but let's put it in
wr iting any way . Un de r no circumsta nces should
any tapes be played before the Church of God
ex cept t hose t apes which you recei ve from head ­
qu arters. An y exception sh ou ld be spec ifica lly
approved fro m headquarters.

Le t us take this opportu nity to ti e up a few loose
ends regarding ou r sabba t ica l program . This p ro ­
gram is specifically designed to u pgrade the profes ­
s io n a lism of t he min is try . Second aril y , t he
sa bbatica l year (away from the responsibilities of
pastoring a ch u rch) gives a tota l change of pace
fro m t he stress which is so much a part of t he field
minister's life. No t only does t he pastor become
be t ter equipped in t he areas of cou nseling, preach­
ing an d admin istrati ng, but the year provides him
mo re t ime with his family and greater opport.u nity
for travel.

Opportunities for physica l fitness-not on ly for
the men bu t a lso for their wives- are av ailab le on
a regular basis through t he college.

Of particular benefit to the wives are t uitio n­
free cla....ses an d reg ular seminars, a ll designed to
im prove t heir effectiveness in helpi ng their h us­
bands in the minis try .

Due to a sma ll amou nt of con fus ion in the past ,
we wish to state t he followin g gu ideli nes for the
sa b bat ica l program .

July 15th L<; set as the d ate for the new pas tor
to t.ak e ove r his new assignment, thus re leasing the
man he rep laces to come to Pasadena for his sa b­
bat ica l. T he t ime, then , from mid-July to mi d ­
Au gust can be used for travel, vacat ion and t he n
relocat ion in Pasadena . The sc hoo l year will com ­
mence during the la tter ha lf of Augus t.
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T here are also am ple vaca t ion breaks during t he
year, including eighteen to twenty-two days given
for t he fall fest ival , eight days for the J anuary
rec ess, and twelve days for the spring festival. T he
t ime from commencement (m id- May ] to .lu ly 15
allows two m onths for t ravel, va ca tion and reloca­
t ion in new responsibilities . Because of am ple
vacat ion t ime at the beginning and t he end of t he
sabbatica l year, it is necessary to void two weeks
of following year's vacation t ime, thus leaving on ly
one week of vacation for the following year.

Following t he sabba t ical, vaca t ion t ime will be
figured from Ju ly to July. For example, t hose
attending J u ly 1977 to ,July 1978 will have one
week's vacation coming from t he t ime they assume
their responsibili t ies in July 1978 to June 1979.

In addition , we are altering our policy on pre­
move t rip s. We are no longer paying for fligh ts to
areas of new assignment as past experience has
shown it to be very expens ive and genera lly non ­
productive. Those within a few hours driving t ime
ma y be reimbursed for gas oline and meals. We
expect you to be ab le to take care of housin g needs
when you arrive in an area as you are allowed
ample t ime in t he assumption of your new respon­
sibilit ies t o work out the needs for your family.
Special cons idera tions will be given to those wit h
exceptional needs. If you have an y q uesti on s
rega rding these matters, please give T ed He rlofson
a ca ll.

\Vhile the above st atemen ts see m to be gene ro us
and fair , t he door is still open fo r suggest ions or
improvemen ts if any of you wou ld like to dro p us a
let ter .

That 's abou t it for now. We 're looking forward
to cam ping out wit h ministers in Ca liforni a, Ore­
gon and t he North Cen tra l st ates on three sepa­
rat e ca mp-o u ts later th is yea r. A l l thin gs
considered, it looks like a very busy summer for us.

Until next time,
- Ronald L. Da rt

MINISTERIAL
DEVELOPMENT

As most of you know, some of t he Ministerial
De ve lopment programs had to be cu r t a iled
because of recen t budgetary adj us t men ts. Con ­
seq uen tly we are very sorry som e of you received
an acceptance noti ce for the con tem plated m in is­
terial sem inar this past spring, only to have it
ca nce lled the next day. Bu t ta ke heart . As soon as
funds become available Mr. Dart wa n ts to restore
t he allocation for ministerial semi nars; in fact, we

hope to "beef' t hem up considerably as we go
al ong.

There is a very positi ve side to this, however.
Necessit y is the mother of invent ion at t imes. In
the interim, we are experimenting with the retreat
concept Mr. Da rt has inst ituted . This J u ly , as
most of you know, Mr. Dart and t he ministers in
the Oregon and surrounding area will hold a fam­
ily ca mpou t. D uring this ca m p session, a m inis­
te rial sem ina r will be held. Naturally , we will not
have the number of ins t ru ctors we would if it was
held at Big Sandy or Pasadena , bu t there will be
abou t th ree of us. This will be a te st area and if it
proves fruitful , other campouts will be held as
t ime perm its.

Weare also plea sed , as I'm su re many of you
will be, that t wo loca l elde r semina rs will be he ld
thi s coming feast period - one in St. Petersbu rg ,
Flor ida , a nd on e in Tucson , Arizona.

If you will reca ll, about a month ago we
an nounced the possibility of hol ding such sess ions .
Many of you elders have a lready responded and
sent in your requests to attend . Sin ce the locat ions
ha ve now been finali zed, we would advise you to
immediately notify the feast office in Big Sandy t o
request your transfer , if it is necessary. Please send
us a copy of your req uest so we may know you will
be attending one of the two designated sites. When
we receive yo ur copy , we will se nd you yo ur acc ep­
tance to attend, a sem inar sched u le, as well as any
other pertinent info rma tion .

Perhaps now that the feast sites for these sem i­
na rs ha ve been determined , some of you other
eld ers who have not requested attenda nce mi gh t
wish to do so now . If you want to attend, please
write to Pastoral Administration , Ministerial
Development , as quickly as possible because the
Feast is ra pidly approaching.

Of course, your wives are welcome to attend all or
any ofthe class sessions t hey wish . I'm su re t hey will
want to decide which they 'll a ttend when they see
yo ur copy of the sched uled sess ions .

We would al so recommend t ha t all eld ers who
a re going t o a t tend obtain an okay from the ir
pasto rs so they 'll be aw are that yo u are coming.
J ust have them make a comment on the bottom of
your req uest.

Even thou gh the seminars will be designed for
the elde rs , any ot hers in the ministry who would
like to a ttend a re welcom e as long as we have
room. Please notify us if you plan t o attend so we
may know how ma ny to p lan for-espec ially how
mu ch space we will need. We suggest on ly minis­
ters apply who arc a lready ass igned to eit her Tuc­
son or S t. Petersburg. Na tu ra lly, local elders ca n
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transfer since t hese se mina rs a re des igned for
them.

In a previous Bulleti n we mentioned the devel­
opment of a perso nal profile from each man in th e
field to help you determine yo ur streng t hs. T he
firs t step is a short ana lysisto he filled ou t by you
to give your pe rsonal view as yo u see you rself.
This will be jus t the beginning. We will add to it 8.<;

we con t inue researching . At present M r. Dart a nd
I are analyzing a packa ge we ha ve pu t toget he r. As
soon as we decide wh ich part to s tart with, we will
noti fy you. Remember. these profiles will he av ai l­
ab le for everyone from min ister ia l candidat es t o
a rea coordina tors. T he y shou ld be a he lpful first
step toward developi n g a n objective m ethod of
helping everyone in the field m in is t ry to be more
aware of their God-given talents.

We are a lso, as M r. Dart and M r. T ed Arm­
st ro ng men t ioned in the las t R UL I.F.TIN, workin g
on a minis teria l ethics policy. Obviously , this will
take some t ime to wri te. Gettin g a ll t he inpu t from
the area coo rd inators a nd the res t of y ou in the
field will be t ime cons uming. Bu t we did wa nt y ou
to know we are putting in t he effort.

That's a bou t it for the present. Please respo nd
quickly to the local elde r se minars to be held
d u rin g the feast. We rea lly wan t to serve you so
please kee p in touch .

- Art Ma karaw

International
Division

Greetings again from Pasadena ! I hope all t h ose
who were just here on Sabbat ical s a re finally get­
ti n g se t t led in to yo ur new a reas a nd responsi­
bili t ies.

Someth ing here just ca me to my atten t ion
which needs a brief com men t. I recen t ly received a
co mm unication fro m one of the local pas tors co n­
cern ing a youn g graduate of Ambassador College.

The new grad uate had u ndergone the in terv iew
....-ith Steve Martin, George Geis, etc. a nd been told

• tha t he would he se lec ted as one of t hose sc hed­
u led to be in t he Minist eri a l Candidate P rogram .

S im ply stated , th a t means t hat he will no t be
given a job as a mi nist eri al assistant d ue to new
policies a nd the hea vy finan cial bu rden such hir­
ings put on the work. He was cons ide red , as a
result of the interview, to he the ty pe man who in
the past would have been hi red for further t ra in -

ing. He wa s told to go to the area of h is choosing ,
in th is case home to Canada, get a job and m ak e
him self av a ilab le to he lp t he local man in a ny way
possible.

T hese men are cons ide red ca pa ble of preaching
an occasional sermonette and hopefully co u ld be
ava ilable an evening or two a week to be a com­
pa nio n a nd t ra inee on a vis it. Over a pe riod of
t ime, these men would hopefu lly grow in ma t uri ty
wh ere they would be ordained . T hey have four
years at Am bassa do r Co llege, all the " Bib le
classes," been arou nd Headqu a r ters a nd pa r t ici­
pated in do zen s of forums, assemblies, Sabbaths
an d a ll t he other act ivities once co nside red essen­
tial to becoming a m inister.

The problem now seems to he hack in the local
area . T he response I got hack wa s, " Do I have to
use t h is fellow? It will in terfere with our local
program."

Obvi ous ly we ha ven't don e a good joh of com­
mu nica t ing if this is a n accu rate response. Ba ck a
few years ago when ma ny of you .....ere be ing sent
out for the firs t t ime, the pas tor in the a rea you
came to mi gh t h ave felt the same. Bu t a re n't y ou
glad he d id use yo u a nd help in your t raining?

Since the gradua tes of today aren' t bein g h ired
full -time, there is a litt le tende nc y to loo k u pon
t hem as in feri or. I assume so me ould find it more
preferab le to .....ork exclusively ith on e or t wo of
the older local fell ows a nd not be bothered by the
new ma n. I thin k we a ll underst a nd that tenden cy
so I a m not find ing fau lt.

Bu t a t the same ti me once t he local m an is
or dained , many feel he must now go to college to
be nefit fro m t ha t ba ck ground. It doesn't m ean y ou
sh ou ld n' t con t in ue to work with a nd develop your
local men. Nor shou ld you be nd , t wist and distort
all your plans just because a man has moved into
t he a rea.

Please realize that ma ny (most, a ll, or a major
port ion ) of these fellow s ha ve a n honest , si ncere
d rive to serve in God 's work . T hey need so me
encou ragement and h elp in persona l growth and
a n opportu nity to learn the ropes just as yo u did.

If a man has been designated as a pa r t of the
Minist erial Candidate Program, it is as a resu lt of
four years of college, a long two- or t hree-hour
in terview by co llege fac ulty a nd an honest desire
on his part.

T he in terview may be condu cted by Dr. Geo rge
Geis, who is t h e Cha ir ma n o f the Theo logy
Depa rt ment : Steve Martin , the Southern Ca lifor­
nia Area Coo rdina t or and ins t ru ctor at college ;
Ron Kell y, Vice-P resident for S t uden t Act iviti es
a nd se veral othe r of the men wit h ye ars of ex peri-

-
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ence working wi th , teach ing and eva lua t ing st u­
den ts.

I know any of them would say tha t t he selec­
tion s aren 't going to always be 100% accurate.
Som e few will prove themse lves not to be m inis­
terial ca nd idates, 'hu t that" was also true in the
past.

T he poin t is these young me n need your help to
acq uire additional training. If t hey show them ­
selves to be eager to serve, will ing to help where­
ever they ca n, please do what you ca n to use them.
No t being on t he payroll doesn 't mean t hey ar en 't
qu a lified for additi onal t raining. It doesn 't mea n
other men you have been tra ining should be
dropped or discarded . Just give t he m a chance
occasionally . With a litt le t ime, they sh ould come
to be a great asset to your area .

We need to realize t hat this core of young me n,
some who gra duated th is year, will form the m a n­
power base of the future ju st as su re ly as if t hey
were on t he payroll for t ra ining.

As the yea rs go by, there will be easily do zen s of
men being trained for the mi n istry while ga ini ng
va luable experience at their own exp ense.

In severa l of t he areas which I ha ppen to kn ow
abo ut, those men who have fou nd t heir own jobs
compet ing on the open market for those jo bs ha ve
crea ted their own lives as a local ch urc h member,
ta ken some hard knocks, and have really ea rned
the respect of the members. When t hey a re
ordained, the congrega tions have rejoiced and
added a firm "amen" to the ordi nation bec ause
they felt this young ma n, couple or famil y kno w
what life is all about.

Not paying a sa la ry to these fellows increases
t he res ponsibility we ha ve towa rd them. Anyone
who is fairly giving of his time and energies t o
serve t he ch urch needs encou ra gem ent and wants
to ma ke the most of h is t ime.

Ob viously that doesn 't mean those who are on
the payroll a ren 't equa lly in need of t he sa me
thing. I sincerely a pprecia te t he ha rd work a nd
dedicat ion of God's min istry . Keep on doing the
good job you are .

I hope you will be able to pu t a ny of these
fellow s who m igh t end up in yo ur area to good use.
This program ca n he of grea t va lue t o the work as
we begin to crea te a reservoi r of qualified , t ra ined
and t rai ning ma npower from which to dra w.

We have a gia nt job a head of us in all areas of
the Wor k t hroughou t the world . We are going t o
need all the help we ca n get t o do the job. Hope­
fu lly ma ny of these fellows will be joining wit h us
as their t raining and ca lling progre sses.

Don 't overwork t hem, bu t give t hem as many
opportunities as possible.

- Leslie L. McCUllough

REPORT FROM BRITAIN
Greetings to you all from Bricket Wood! From

the long d ry summe r of 1976 we a re now in t he
da m p soggy sum mer of 1977. It wou ld appear that
Britain received te n years' sunshine in one year
and t he next nine m ay be just as damp as usua l!

S ince this is my first report on Bricket Wood in
many m onths, I would like to assu re you a ll that
we arc s t ill very m uch a live a nd kick ing. As you
know, we have been st riving di ligently t o bal a nce
our operating budget based on ind igeno us income
and I ca n now t ell you t hat we have finally suc­
ceeded in doing so. Our fiscal year bud get for
1977/78 for opera t ions in the U.K . is now bal ­
anced, bu t we will still need to rely on Headqua r­
ters for financia l support for campus ma intenan ce
un t il the property is sold . Ho wever, we ha ve
brough t these maintenance costs do wn to a m in ­
im um consistent wit h ma in taining an acceptab le
s ta ndard.

Naturally, reducing our budget as mu ch as we
have done ca lled. for qu ite a reduction in activity
here. We have had to ca ncel our newsst and pro­
gramme , at leas t te m porarily , and we are having
to care fu lly cont rol m inis teri a l visiting and con­
fine it only to prospective and emergency member
visits.

On the " good news" fro n t , it looks a s if our
in come is finally beginning to t u rn a round a nd we
all hope to see some increases in income in the
nea r fu ture. Ou r hol y day offering was up 39%, over
las t year and attend ance was a lso up by 9% for the
sa me period. This is very enc ouraging to us a ll.
Also , the specia l offering bro ught in as mu ch
m oney as a holy day offering! T h is was a response
that was, to put it mildly , overwhelm ing, ta kin g
in to c o ns ide r a t io n t h e econom ic pro b lem s
pla guing this nation at the presen t t ime. The corn .
hinat ion of special offering and holy day offerin g
and sligh tly increased m ail incom e gave us a 44%
in crease for the month of May over last year.
Ob viou sly this level will not cont inue for t he rest
of t he year, bu t we are looking a t it as an
ind ica t ion for fu ture in come growt h.

In order to bu ild a solid fina ncia l base in Brit ­
ain , ou r bud get for 1977-78 is ba sed on a zero
percent increase in income a nd is very con­
se rva t ive. Our press here, I am happy to say, is
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ma king a m ajor financia l contribution to the
Work which we hope will increase for the next
twelve months. I realise t hat at first some were
skept ical as to whether the Press cou ld make
mon ey for t he Work , but Mr. Ted Armstro ng's
decision to a llow us to contin ue it has turned out
to be a good one. We are able to prin t t he Eastern
Seaboard circ u lat ion of t he U.S. P .T . as well as the
total circu la t ion for Canada. T hi s means t hat
money normally spen t wit h outsid e printers can
be recycled in t he Work wit h no increase in cost to
anybody's bud get . T h is, together wit h a certain
amount of co mme rcia l outsid e work , has prod uced
a su rplus which goes right back in t he Work for
the United Kin gdom. At the present time what
the press spins off in the way of surplus covers all
the Work's office overheads a nd st ill shows a sm a ll
am oun t left over. Havin g t he press a lso means
t ha t we ca n print all th e E uro pea n magazines
(French , German and Dutch ed it ions ) for less tha n
half the cost of any othe r printer in Europe ! In
fact, were we not doing the printing in Brit ain of a
com pa t ibly produ ced magazin e. it is dou btful
whether t hese foreign edit ions cou ld be published
without considerable financial su pport from Head­
quarters.

M uch of thi s success is a ttribu tabl e to Go rdon
Graham, t he press manager, a s well as t o his ab le
side-kicks , Fred Lawson, Da vid Bradford and
Dave Lawson and to eve ry body workin g there
beca use of t he ir dedi cation and enthusia sm.

What else will we be doin g in the U .K. as far as
the Work is concerned'? At the presen t t ime we are
running a Su bscribe r Development progra m mod ­
elled on t he one bein g ru n by Headquarters. While
sm all , it is a lready begin ning to produce some
fruits . Weare also pl an ning to have ca m paig ns ,
pu blic showings of va rio us films made from T V
specials, a moderate amoun t of press advertisin g
and coun ty fair booths arou nd the cou n t ry. While
all these activities are for t he present on a fa ir ly
sm all scale, they have been tail ored to our avail ­
able resources and we look forwa rd to inc reasing
the activity as our abili ty t o do so improves.

T he most inspiring t hing is the continu ing zeal
and enthusiasm in t he Chu rch here for the Work !
T here is no doubt t hat t he vast m ajorit y of God 's
people here are t ru ly dedica ted and committed ,
an d it is a pleasure a nd privilege serving them.

-Frank Brown

Publishing

u.s. P.T. NEWSSTAND UPDATE
A s we near the end of the firs t full year of

newsstand distribution in the U.S., we have begun
to review what has been achieved in that period.
Following is a report by tho se who have initiated
an d mon itored the p rogram. Their information is
rea lly encouraging. What is j ust as encouraging is
the role p layed by ministe rs and members in the
va rious areas in developing their local distribu ­
tions and making the whole proj ect possible. The
program is by no means fully developed and is still
at a beginning stage. W e are confident that the
greatest development of it is sti ll ahead.

- Jack Martin

T he P.T . newsstand distribution in the U.S .
star ted just over nine m onths ago, a lthough the
maj or port ion of it has bee n devel oped on ly since
,Ja n ua ry. Despite t he short time availa ble for
assessme nt, we are beginn ing t o see some startling
results in the impact on and res ponse from the
areas invo lved . T he information we present be low
is in part de rived from computer d ata recen tly
br ought to our atte nt ion .

In terms of "pu re" response- t hat is t.he re turn
of special su bscription offer ca rds in t he newsstand
magazine-we are very pleased with the cost -effec ­
t iveness of t he progra m. T he cost per response
figure stands now at $5.50 for the E nglish la n ­
guage newsstand magazine an d $2.42 for the S pa n­
ish la nguage m agazine. The reason for the Spanish
resu lt is probably that t.here is not m uch good
reading m aterial for Spa nis h people in t he U.S. La
PURA VERDAD th us has less co mpetition. In an y
event, both figures are near the t op of the cos t ­
effectiveness league, and as we have been discov­
eri ng they represen t only pa rt of the re al response.

The " Hidden" Response

R ecent computer figures have shown that since
Se ptember 1976, P .T. subscript.ion requests of
un known origin have bee n gra dua lly increasing
u n til t hey now stand a t about d ou ble the Septem­
ber to tal. A survey of the geographical sou rce of
this mail has reveal ed the following interesting
in formation .

1. The highest percen tage of t hese letters per
nu m ber of households has com e fro m the Sio ux
Fa lls area. This was the origin al s tar t ing point of
the newsstand distribu t ion and has rem ained for
nine m onths one of the most in tens ive distribu­
tions.

2. T he next hi ghes t percenta ges a re in the fol-
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- Boyd Leeson
- Keith Speaks

lowing areas : Le xin gt o n a nd Paducah (Ky) ,
Evansville (In ), Bluefield (W V), Raleigh and
Fa yett eville ( NC), Cinci n n a t i, Dayton, a n d
Co lu mbus (Oh ). Significantly, these ha ve been the
main a reas of fairly prolonged distribution .

Subscr iber Penetration

The national average penet rat icn of the sub­
scr ibe r Plain Truth per number of households in
the U.S . is a bout I i with m ost areas falling in the
0.7% to 1.3% range . Again, recent computer data
on the geographical d istribution of su bsc riber
copies h as bee n brou gh t to our attention. There is
a remarkable correlation between areas of in ten ­
sive newss t and dis tribution a nd areas of h igh est
P.T. su bscriber penetration. T he following are
so me examples.

In major portions of Eastern Ken tuck y, P.T.
su bsc ribe r penet ration is beginning to get u p to 5%
and even beyond tha t in so me coun t ies. This is a
di rect resu lt of heavy newss tand coverage in these
areas. However, on a percent basiss growth is
slower in the cit ies as there are generally less
maga zines available per number of households.
Nevert he less, in the city of Lexin gton 40":{ of the
ac t ive subscribe r list has come on in the last seven
months as a direct result of newsstand d istribu­
tion. In Lou isville where there L.. only a modest
distribution , twenty -four percent of the present
active list is now of new sstand origin-which is
t ruly a remarkable figure after on ly seven months
distribution in a city of that size. Some ot her
excellen t res ults from new sstand promotion­
after on ly a few mo nths-are the con t ribu t ions to
the presen t active IL"t in the follow ing cit ies: Cin ci­
nn ati (Oh) 30%; Evansvill e (I n) -to'! ; Bluefield
(W V) 15%; Dayton (Oh ) 22%; Gree ns boro (NC)
:Ifi% ; Raleigh (NC) 22%; and Padu cah (Ky ) 50'l .
The cou nt ies aro und Paducah arc headin g for a 3":{.
su bsc r ibe r penetration a nd sign ifica nt ly , the hi gh­
es t penet ra t ions in t he sta te o f Ill inois are just
across the border fro m Pad ucah . S imila rly, t he
h igh est penetration s in Ind iana a re around E va ns­
ville. T he s tory is s imila r in the S ioux Fal ls area
where P.T. penetrations a re very hi gh, espec ially
in the Sioux Falls area of influence in sou th west
Minnesota a nd northeast lowa .

These results have been obtai ned by what a re.
in effect. mainly modest distributions. It is also
clear from recent experien ce t hat the present
ri c w ss tand P.T. is editorially su ited to an Ameri­
ca n a udience. \\' e have severa l examples of people
cou nse lling for bapt ism after first contact with the
magazine on ly t hree mo nths previously .

The Real Penetration
The subscribe r pe ne tration figu re has been

good ; however. it reveals on ly par t of t he story.

T he actual covera ge of the P lain Truth in cludes
subscribe r penetration plus the addi t ion al maga­
zines in circu lat ion from ne .....ss ta nd ou tl e ts. These
ma ga zines s tay around for months in homes. cl in ­
ics. .....a iri ng areas, etc. This gives high visibility and
of course the advertisin g va lue of this is not fig.
ured into st rict cost per response figures. In ad di ­
ti on to building subscribe rs the message goes ou t
a t t he sa me t ime to mu lt iple hundreds of t hou ­
sands wh o probably never will subscribe.

Th e " Sub-subscriber" Group

We ha ve coined this exp ression to de note these
people wh o like the 1'.1' . a nd read it regularly, but
wh o do no t wan t to su bscribe-a t lea st no t a t thi s
stag e. Reports indica te that in som e areas over
SO% of the magazines are going to re gu la r readers.
This ca nnot be cou nted as a " res ponse." but we
are fu lfilling our commission to t hese people. We
tend to forget this grou p when looking a t st ric t
cost per response figu res. Besides. many of these
people may be responding for boo klets on ly- th is
Ls someth ing .....e have no way of knowing.

All in a ll, we a re very encoura ged by ou r lates t
review of the newsstand dLstribution so far. In the
months ahead the circu lat ion and editorial depart ­
ments hope to further increase the effectiveness of
the mag a zine.

Late Flash

Boh Fergin. P .T . co-ord ina tor in Rapid City
reports t ha t the Plain Truth will soon be ava ila ble
on pl anes of Fron ti er Air lines . Th is is a first for the
U.S .A., but the second air line thLs year whi ch ha s
agreed to carry the magazine.

- Gordon Mu ir
- Mark Armstrong

EDITORIAL SERVICES
Dex ter Fa ulkner a nd 1 j ust got back from a t wo­
week trip, w hich included Engla nd , Holland , Oer­
many. France and Italy. We took a cha r ter fligh t
the re and ba ck in ord er to save money . Actually
we saved about ha lf the usu al commercia l coach
fa re. Instead of t ravelin g coach, we traveled what
might be termed "basic ca t tl e ca r." I don 't rec om­
mend it unless you ca n sleep for long periods a nd
are in excellent ph ysica l co ndit ion-which Dex
a nd I a ppa ren t ly are not. He got sic k on t he way
over- perha ps as a result of the smoke in the " no
smoking" section. The return t rip was an even
grea ter ord eal. We spe n t about 14 hou rs in t he air
an d severa l m ore at ai rports a ll in one day . Never
again!

1 th ink a lot was a ccomplished on the trip, ho w­
eve r. We had an al l-day edi torial meeting in
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En gla nd in which we discussed the PT, boo klets
and the Corres pondence Course with re presenta ­
tives from Bri tain , Holla nd and Germany. Stewart
Powell was a lso present representin g Scandinavia .
I reiterated Ga rner T ed Armstrong's November 19
PT policy sta tement and then spoke of our plan s
for th e fu tu re , the development of t he m agazine a s
a worldwide vehicle for communicatin g our mes­
sage to th is generation , and many other th in gs.
De xter Fa ul kner. who coord ina tes the foreign lan­
guage PTs, spoke briefly abou t hi s ro le, and ,John
R. Schroede r spoke on the boo klets, chain ing , etc.

T he a ftern oon session was ta ken u p by a n open
discussion of the needs of t he va rious in ternationa l
areas in terms of printed lit era ture of a ll kin ds,
pr ograms for distribut ion and circu lat ions devel­
opment, and other pert inent matters.

The meet ings had the effect of un ify ing the per­
so nnel who are in volved in the P L A I N T RUTH
ma gazine in Europe a nd Brit ain. I was ab le to
meet Dr. Gott hard Behnisch for t he first t ime.
He's "ou r man in Germany" for the PT trans­
lat ion and production . Dr. Behnisch is doing a
very fine job as is D r. McCarthy , his Dut ch- lan ­
guage cou nterpart.

T hroughou t the week we were able to meet with
other key peopl e and discussed deta ils of produ c­
tion , print ing and edit ing. Gordon Gra ham, t he
head of ou r press in Watford , a nd I had a very
pr ofitable conversat ion.

Dexter Faulkner was able to at te nd a Press
confere nce lu ncheon involvin g a num ber of pr ime
minist ers in for the Com monwealth Conference in
London . I attended a not her press conference a long
wit h Peter Butl er at which the guest of honor was
Ehud Olmert, the second youngest member of t he
Israeli Kn esset . He and a collea gue , both members
of the newly elected Likud pa rty , fielded questi ons
from top members of the Brit ish p ress for over an
hour following a luncheon.

In Europe we were able to spend a day wit h Roy
McCarthy , head of t he Dutch office in Utrecht,
discussing PT mat ters. Dr. McCarthy is doin g a
fine job, and he an d h is s taff were a real p leasure
to work with .

From Ut rech t it was on t o Bonn on t he T EE­
the Trans European Express. There we had meet­
ings with Herr Schnee, Dr. Behnisch and t he
whole German genera l st aff (jo ke) . Thro ugh the
connections of Mr. a nd Mrs . Henn ig, we were able
to a ttend a session of t he Bund estag at whi ch
Ministe r Kohl ca lled for a vote of no-confidence in
Mr. Sc hmi dt, t he Cha nce ll or . F ra n z J oseph
Strauss was sit t ing near the fro n t wa iting his turn
to speak, which was apparent ly schedu led for t he
afternoon session.

From Germany it was on down to Rome where

we sa w the Vatica n. After that, we spen t some
time in Paris and headed home.

In all I feel t he t rip was very profita ble. It was a
work in g t rip in which we were ab le t o accomplish
a grea t deal on behalf of t he PT and our ot her
literature. Persona lly , I was ab le to get an over­
view that I had not previously had since t h is was
my first visit to Europe (thou gh I had been to
England t wice befo re ). Ma ny "nu ts- a nd-bolts"
pro blems were solved or better understood in the
product ion of the variou s editions of the PT. We
also developed a new appreciat ion for our own
peo ple ou t t here in the va rious in te rn ation a l areas
who are work ing so hard to make t he in tern a t ional
PT and the ot her literature a success in t hose
a reas. We do have a fine ded icated gro up of zea l­
ous people, and we are working more closely
together than ever befor e.

A few other developments: We a re soon coming
out with the first issue of the new, experimental
newsstand edition of the PT here in the United
S ta tes. Pau l Graunk e will be coordinating the con­
te nt, ads and production on tha t edition. Dexter
Fau lkner is responsible for coordinating the inter­
nationa l ed it ions, a nd I wor k close ly with bot h
Arms t ro ngs in the ed it ing and prod uction of the
fu ll 48-page edition of t he PT.

Some ha ve asked , " Wha tever happened to the
' P roof of the Bible' proj ect?" We are work ing on
that , but it 's a long-term project involving t he
most difficu lt type of prima ry research. Leste r
Grabbe, .Ioh n Schroede r and severa l others have
been con tribu t ing to th is im port an t project. I hope
to make some m aj or con t ribu ti ons to it myself. We
real ize it is very importa nt, and we' ll get it done
jus t as soon as money and circums tances ma ke it
possib le.

That's it for now. We'll keep you posted as
th ings develop in the editorial a rea.

- Brian Knowles

Mail Processing
Mall Activity

We br o ke the one milli o n m a r k for le tte r s
received this year as of June ;30t h . Our exac t letter
count for the year is 1,010,292; the let t er count for
June is 160,836. In addition to ma il, over 222,000
telephone responses have been received by the
WATS a rea.

Mr. Ted Armstrong's specia l semi -annual letter
was mailed to over 677,000 subsc ribers and has
a l read y genera ted 11,000 res ponses. We a re
expect ing an ext re mely good J ul y mail count as a
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resu lt of this specia l letter, It offers ou r new book­
let , Your Best Investment.

Subscriber Development

W e're quite excited about the large num ber of
visit req uests being gen erat ed as a resu lt of t he
May Co-Work er News letter. That issue con cen ­
trate d on the Church and explain ed why the
Worl dwide Church of God is differen t , what
church services are like, reactions from visitors,
et c. As of the end of June we processed over 1,000
visit requests and they are st ill coming in . It looks
like ou r fina l Ju ne tot al will he two to three times
the norm al monthly average for visit requests !

LITERATURE INDEX

(Applicable to Pastors of churches
only)

The la tes t Literature Ind ex , w hich is included
with this Bulletin, is a li st of all cu r r en tl y avatlable
booklets and reprint a rticles, a nd is for your per­
sonal u se . May we, therefore. IIsk t hut y ou not loan
out your li st or a llow it to be duplieaWd. This c ould
cause consid er a b le e x pense to the Work.

We a re always happy to prov id e members with
an y r ea d in g material they need or request. How­
e ver, w hen long lis t s a r e sent in requesting dozens
a nd sometimes hundreds of p ieces of literature , our
post age and process ing c ost s increa se c onsid ­
erably .

Yo u will n o t ice t hat we h llve pl a ced asterisks h y
cer t a in pi eces of literature which huve been dis­
co n t inu ed.

T hanks alway s for your help a n d cooperation .
Any recommendation s for improvement in t he
Ind e x will be appreciated.

- MPC

Important Notices
We have two important items of infor­

m a tion we would li k e to s h a re with you:* The donation category formerly
called t he "Welfare Fund" (for third
t ithe, emergency fu nd offerings, etc.)
i s now to be called the " Church
Assistance Program." It will appear
on receipts as th e word "Assistance."
Would you p lease mention this to
your congregations.* A special request: Occasiona11y in
the past we have received baptism
cards which h a ve been accumulated
for up to four mo n th s before being
forwarded to us here. We ask that

these cards a lways be sent to u s
promptly. The baptism card acts as
our authorization to begin sending
member mai1. If the card is delayed
in reaching us , it results in new mem­
bers missing member letters, any fes­
tival information, and other member
mailings. Thanks for your coopera­
t ion.

T hat's a ll for this issue.
- Richard Rice

LETTER COMMENTS

YOUR BEST INVESTMENT

It's been about a month since this booklet was
mailed to members. The reaction has not been
especially large, but it has been very positive.

" I want to thank you for yo ur lates t pu blica­
t ion , Your Best Investment. T oo many times I
have a te ndency to skim over these ar t icles. After
a ll, I t it he and I kn ow all there is t o know abou t
ti t hi ng, don 't I?

"T his t ime it was different. T he Work is having
financial difficu lty and I personally am havin g
financia l problems. This time, before I even
ope ned t he book I as ked God t o lead me a nd give
me understa nd ing.

" I a m a sa lesma n by profession on st raigh t com­
mission a nd pay my own expenses. Wha t a shock!
Eve n tho ugh J am pay ing my tit hes, my wh ole
att itude was wrong an d I was giving m yself the
benefit of the doubt. In other words, J was not
t ithin g properly . I would have found myself at the
weddi ng feast in the wron g att ire and being
esco rted ou t the door . I cou ld not believe how I
was deceiving myse lf.

" T hat is why I thank God for His Spi rit tha t
gives us th is unders tand ing and for inspiring you
to write t his book. It is st rong medicine bu t we
need it. It is get t ing close t o the end of t his a ge and
we need it t o keep us from goin g to sleep."

- La rry W . Bontrager
Vancouver, WA

" I want to thank you so m uch for t he hooklet
you recen tl y sent ou t , Your Best In vestment. It is
fu ll of Christian principles , not on ly for t it hing but
al so for every day life. It gave me several ideas for
Bible studies with my child ren .

"T hank you for t aking so much time t o remind
us of ou r responsibilities and for all t he help and
inspirat ion you ar e to us."

- Mrs. Billie Wakeman
Hum boldt , IA
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" 1 just read Your Best Investment. T hat is a
great hook . I have proved time an d again that
tithin g does pay . I wo rk in this small town but yet
am able to live com fortably . I h ave no fa ntast ic
tes t imony, b ut ye t it is to me because m y need is
a lways supp lied . I just wou ld not t h in k of with­
holding my t ithe . I kn ow t he road ahead is going
to be ro ugh with a hospit a l bi ll to pay, bu t I ha ve
confide nce God ","ill supply my need. So t hanks for
tha t timely boo klet ."

-Mrs. Pauline E. Barnes
T y rone, OK

"I want to congra tu la te you on a well -written
and well-researched booklet entitled Your Best
Investment, proving beyo nd a shadow of dou bt
that tit hing is a principle fou nd in God's Word.
T his Work certa in ly is t he most va luable in ves t ­
ment we can invest in to get sure d ividends in the
future."

- Robert Fuller
St. Ma tthews, SC

" I just finished readin g Your Best Inceetmen t
an d really en joyed t ha t book. It woke me up abo ut
severa l t hin gs. I ha ve bee n tithin g, hut I still feel
that maybe I ha ve been hold ing hack some. So
now 1 am going to rea lly ma ke sure 1 se nd in a
te nth of all mo ney tha t comes to me; t he n I kn ow
1 won 't have this s ligh t nagging feelin g."

- J oan McClella nd
Stockton, CA

"T hanks loads for the new booklet, Your Best
Investment. Althou gh I have known for years t hat
I need to t it he a nd h ave, I needed th is 'booster '
shot. T hank you ag ain . T he Work is the m ost
im por ta nt th ing in the world today ."

- Mrs. R obert Delaney
Old Chatham, NY

"Thank yo u very m uch for the booklet, Your
Best Investment. I had just finished readin g it and
of course I do t it he. So a few d ays ago , my lfi-year­
old daugh ter entered a 'Supe r -M om' con tes t spon­
sored by a local ladies ' ready-to-wear store and h er
en try won first place in her category. We got a
$ l()() gift certifica te a nd enclosed is our t it he of
$10."

-c-Mrs . Helen Segers
Newellton , LA

"I received t he tithing hook let las t week a nd 1
found it very inspiring. There was nothi n g new bu t
the way it was written was cer ta in ly great."

- Mr. & Mrs. Henry Scott
Park ersburg, \VV

" I wish to than k yo u for the boo kle t I received
recently entit led , Yuur Rest Investment. It is a
very well -written book let a nd helped me to under­
stand a lot of t hings on t he giving principl e."

- Aa ron W. M igl
Victor ia , T X

RETURNING TO CHURCH

" I j ust ca me back in the Church after being out
for a year. Oh, what a joy to be back in God's true
Ch urch ag ain . I ha ve suc h pea ce in my hea rt s ince
I ca me back. Boy , did 1ever go t hrough a lot while
I .....as out . My home was in suc h a mess , my
husband a nd I alm ost separated and I just about
had a ne rvou s breakdown. My so n was in a very
bad accident .....ith brain damage, and 1 could go on
and on-bu t 1 wc n 't . 1 really be lieve God wa s
tryi ng to show me so me t hing, and 1 was too blin d
to see.

" I do see the right way no w- I do know now
th a t t his is God's t ru e Church."

- M rs. Bonnie L. H agerd on
Ha nford , CA

" I ha te to have to tell you this but 1dropped out
of the Chu rch a nd got ma rried a nd went into
professiona l wrestli ng. Well, t his led to wrestling
on Frid ay n igh t and Saturday. S ure , we ha d t he
ext ra money by work ing on t he Sa bba th , but then
t hings bega n to happen . Ca rs tea ri ng up, had j ust
bought a new h ouse and the n h ad t o sell it afte r
about seven mon ths. Well, I finally got the m es­
sage, and now I'm back in the Ch urch in Green ­
ville, and h ave been doin g qu it e well the las t five
wee ks, a nd no w money just keeps flourin g in .

" I wou ld jus t like to say in closing that I n ever
on ce doubted t hat this was the real Ch ur ch of
Go d . I jus t did what you might call backslid e."

- M r. J erry L. Co x
Greenville, SC

" I was a member of t he World wide Ch u rch of
God . As a membe r . 1 kept t he Sabbat h, attended
Bib le class, pa id t it hes, e tc. As long as 1 kept t he
com mandmen ts of God, 1 was very happy, I fou nd
a good job, a nd I s topped feel ing sick. Mr. Arm ­
st rong , I just felt good and was glad to be a live.

"But since I ha ve st rayed away , 1 now feel
depressed. frigh tened, insecure a nd unfulfilled.

"T he best descript ion 1 ca n give you of how
feel is em pty."

-Chr ist ine Ll oyd
Ch ice go. H,

(Continued on page 207)
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MARK 7 AND FOOD LAWS
One of the major assignments of second semes­

ter New Testament Greek is an exegetical paper.
This assignment ha s produced a number of inter­
esting and well-researched papers . It occu rred to
me that some of these papers might be of in teres t
and ca lue to others in the ministry.

Th e following paper by Mike S wagerty has been
printed here for several reasons: (1) it covers a
subject tehi ch is somewhat minor among the over­
all beliefs of the Church, yet represents one of
those more niggling, technical questions which
con tinually come up; (2) the treatment illustra tes
that a careful study does not admit of a p at
an swer- that the subject may he more com ­
plicated than it app ears on the surface; (3) major
doctrin es and tea chings always come from clear
scrip tures and overall tea chings of th e who le
Bible rather than single "proof-texts " or technical
details.

Th e paper has been slightly edited for the Bulle­
tin, u-ith .\fr. Swagerty's approval, but i... e.....sen­
tially the paper turned in for Greek class. 1 hace
ta ken the liberty of adding a section on Aramaic
u-h ich would na turally have been outside the
scope of the original paper.

If I might conclude u'ith a personal note (a
cocert mean.<; of advertising the N eIL' Testament
Greek class!), this paper illustrates how much can
be gained in practical. usable knowledge by a
field mini ster in only the one year of the Greek
class. The class is defini tely a theo logy course, not
j ust another language class.

-Lester L. Grabbe
Theology Depa rtment

Mark 7:19 in the K,JV reads, " Beca use it en te­
reth not into his heart , but in to the belly, and
gceth ou t int o t he draught , purgin g a ll mea ts."
This verse has been used to contra dict ou r teach ­
ing on d ean and un dean meats. When re ad in t he
RSV it seems to be even mo re of a problem :
"tsince it en ters, not his heart bu t hi s stomach ,
an d so passes onT (T hus he declared a ll foods
clean .)" I have ofte n puzzled over exactly wh a t
Christ was t ry ing to get across in t his verse. And I
see m to be in good co mpany, as Vincen t Taylor in
h is com mentary fr eely admits, " T here is no
do ubt, however, th at from very ea rly t imes katha­
rizon pa nta ta bromata was felt to be di fficult."

T he pu rpose of this paper i.. to explore the alter­
na t ives that are possible wit h t his verse and hope­
fully to come up with a clearer un ders tanding of
it .

To do this I have organized th is paper into three
m ain parts. T he first area will examine t he ques­
t ion of what is the true tex t . because there is no
small con t roversy over how the verse shou ld be
re ndered a nd what is a nd is not a part of it . In the
second area I will examine the meanings of t he key
Greek words present , and t he ir possible relation­
sh ips in the passage in question . T he th ird a rea
will cover the qu estion of wh o is doin g the talking .
Was it part of J esu s ' quote or rat her a com me n t
by t he writer of t he gospel of Mark? What defile­
ment is bei ng talked about in t his context, and
what possible meanings can we draw from it? I
will t ry to give my impressions of what I feel to be
the best in terpretation of t he verse , based not only
on the con text of Mark 7, but t he wh ole Bible.

Part One : The Text

From th e different t ransla t ions which I checked
(including the RS V, KJV, Moffatt. Phill ips , a nd
ot hers, and the paraphrased versions . t he Living
a nd Ampli fied Bibles ), the two renderings given a t
the beginning of this paper sho w the two main
possibilities. The pa rt of th e verse in d ispute is the
last clause. Is it "pu rging a ll mea ts " as in t he KJV,
wh ich would indica te a co ntinuous statemen t of
J esus, or is it . "( T hus he decla red all foods clean)."
which would indica te tha t Mark added this as a
comment on J esus' words?

In the United Bible Societies' Greek N ew Testa ­
ment the las t part of the verse in Greek, kotha ­
rison panta to bromata , is co mmonly translated,
" cl ea nsing a ll food ." T he words , "th us h e
declared." are not prese nt in t he Greek text, and
none of t he va riants from d ifferent m anuscripts
lis ted would su pply these words literally. The vari­
a nts inv olve on ly whe t he r t he word is katharizDn
"clea nsing" (t he ma sculine part iciple, spe lled wit h
um ega) or katharizon (the neuter participle,
spe lled wit h omicron). T he overwhelm ing major­
it y of manuscripts, including some of the earliest
a nd bes t . ha ve the masculine participle katha ­
rietm. Most co mmen ta ries ag ree tha t this is most
likely to be the original text.

Why d o many transla t ions a nd commen taries
feel justified in inserti ng, "t h us he declared ," or
words to that effect? To quote from Fred erick
Field 's notes on Mark: "Gra mmat ica lly , ka tha­
rizon ["cleans ing"] depends on kai iegei autois
("and he says t o t hem " ] in verse 18: but since it is
sepa ra ted from it by the interven t ion of a d is­
course co nsist ing of seve ra l se ntences. it may be
necessary in t ranslating to help ou t the cons t ruc­
t ion by the insertion of a few words , as: ' th is he
said', cleans ing all meats. T h is explanation also
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accounts for the repe t it ion of elege de [" and he
was saying"] in the following verse, in which the
Evangelist takes up t he continuat ion of our Lord' s
discourse after h is own explanatory remark."

T his position jus t sta ted by Field, is supported
by the majority of the comme ntaries. Most feel
that katharizon "cleansin g" is con nected gra m­
ma tically with legei "he says" in verse 18, and take
it as the evangelist 's comment on the im plica t ions
of Jesus ' words concerning J ewish dietary la ws. To
name a few who support t his are : Field, Metzger,
The Expositors Greek New Testament, Trans­
lators Handbook on Mark by Bratcher, t he Sev­
enth Day Adven tis t Commen tary, and the Greek
patristic writers Origen and Chrysostom.

A second alternative to that mentioned above,
would be to supply no ext ra words and leave it as
"cleans ing a ll foods ." This would imply that these
are Christ's words, and that Mark had no thing to
do with add in g any interpretation s of hi s ow n.
J esus ' words would sim ply mean t hat di gestion
and elim inat ion rendered harm less any dir t in the
food. Bu t this requires reading the neu t er parti­
cip le "clea nsing" (ka tharieons whi ch m ost schol­
ars feel is less likely to be the correct te xt. These
are t he t wo al tern a ti ve s g ive n in most com ­
mentaries; however , a third alternative is also pos­
sib le which will now be discu ssed .

Part II : The Vocabulary

While doing rese arch in some of t he gra mmars
and lexicons, namely Turner's on Syn tax, the Lid ­
dell and Scott lexicon , and t he grammar by Blass­
De Brunner-Funk , this third possibi lit y came to
light. Accord ing t o a ll three sou rces the word for
"food" ("meat" is an old Kin g James word mean­
ing food in gene ral) is of course broma. From
Ba uer-Arndt- Gingrich this word used in Mark
7:19 means "solid food ." H owever, acc ording to the
t hree sources listed above, t he word in modern
Greek often means "s tench" or "filth," and cou ld
be so used in the con te xt of Mark 7:19.

If broma were translated " filth," the verse
would then read, "because it (the dirt or filth )
enters no t into h is heart, but in to t he belly, and
goes ou t into the latrine , removing a ll the filt h ."
Whi le most commen taries don't recognize this
translation , t he three sources cited above give it as
a definite possibilit y . It seems t o fit the contex t far
better and st icks to the subject at hand.

Verse 18 starts out with, "he says." If it was on e
con t inuous thought by J esus, there would see m to
be no need to star t verse 20 a gain wit h "and he
said." Bu t if Mark had introduced his words a t the
end of 19, then it would seem to make sense to

star t ou t verse 20 with "and he said." How ever , if
broma means " filth," then it is obvious that the
whole s ta te men t was Jesus ', and t he words sup­
plied by the t ranslators " th is he said" would be
unjustified.
(Editor 's Note: Following is the added section by
Dr. Grabbe)

Co nsiderations of Aramaic

The consensus of scholarshi p is tha t most of
J esus ' teaching was in the Aramaic language.
There are a number of reason s for believing t his.
While it is now known t ha t a form of Hebre w was
st ill used as a colloqu ial language in cer tain parts
of Judaea and a significant min ori ty of J ews in
Palestine used Greek as a first lang uage, t he dom i­
nant language was Aramaic. Certain ly in Ga lilee­
where J esus did most of his teaching-Ara maic
was t he common lan guage. Jesu s himself undoubt­
ed ly used both Greek and He brew on occasion bu t
th is was probably not common . A few of his
say ings left in thei r ori ginal form are clearly Ara­
ma ic (e.g., Mark 5:41; 15:34).

Since the pa ssa ge in quest ion in Mark 7 was
eviden t ly spoken in Galilee (Ge n nesaretv-c-see
6:53), J esus most likely was spea king in Aramaic.
A great dea l of recent scholars hip has centered on
t he question of the Aramaic ori gin al of some of
J esus ' sayings. It is not an easy t as k to t ry to
reconstruct t he Ara maic since on ly t he Greek ver­
sion is now extan t. Any such a ttempt is, of cou rse,
somewh at te nuous; nevertheless, we ca n st ill lea rn
certain t hings if we wor k ca refu lly an d cautiou sly .

The bulk of the Aramaic lit erature is from sev­
eral centu ries later than the New Test ament .
Thus, even tho ugh its gra m mar and voca bula ry
often coincide with the Aramaic used in Galilee in
the time of J esus, the re ar e also many differences.
We have on ly a minimal amou nt of Aram aic writ­
in gs from the 1st cen tury A.D . or thereabouts. So
far, I have been unable to find anythin g to help
from the Ara maic lit erature con te m porary with
Jesu s and the apostolic church.

However, fro m t he Aramaic of Targum Onkelos
and 'I'ar gum Jonathan, dating perhaps three or
four cen t uries A.D., the word 'ukhla' is used with
t he senses bot h of " food" and of "digested food " or
even "dung." For exa mple, in the Aramaic t ra ns­
la t ion of Psalm 78: 18 in T ar gum Jonatha n the
word is used in the sense of " food." In Targum
Onkelos to Lev. 8:17 the same word is used in t he
sense of excrement ."

Although we cannot be certain, it is possib le
that J esus used this or a sim ila r word with th is
double meaning. If so, it would ca use the sa me
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ambiguity that t he Greek word hroma a t t im es
ha s had . While th e argumen t is somewha t
tenuous, it helps t o give further crede nce to the
suggest ion already made in regard t o the Gre ek
evide nce.

- L.L. G.

* * * * *

Part Three: The Con text

The context is re ally th e hea rt of the ma t ter
fro m t he research I was ab le to d o. What is .lesua
(or Ma rk ) really get t ing at in this verse? Is he
rea lly saying that clean a nd unclea n mea ts a re no
longer a problem ? That now all food is okay?
Some of the com menta ries wou ld say th is is
exact ly the poin t , mainly becau se of the la ter
practi ce of the Ca tholic Ch urch .

I take no exception to the view tha t afte r food
has passed t hrough t he digest ive t ract, it has
be en purged or ma de clea n, bu t ho w? T he whol e
co ntext of Mark 7 shows that it is a qu es tion of
cere monia l cleanliness. F urthermore, this ceremc­
nia l clea n liness was not tha t ordered in the Old
Testament hut the rit ua l purit y which ce rt ain
sects had proclaimed on t he ir authority, " t he tra­
di t ion of the elders."

So me other points t hat back up t h is con tention
are these . The Gree k word bromo (if not taken to
mean "filt h" ), me an s sim ply " that which is ea ten"
or "food," a nd in cludes a ll kinds of food . It never
de notes th e flesh of animals exclusively as dis t in ­
gu ished from other kind s of food . To limi t the
words "pu rging all meats" to flesh foods a nd t o
conclude that Ch rist here abolished t he dis­
tinction be twee n clea n a nd un clean flesh used as
food (Lev. 11) is unju sti fied by the straigh tforward
reading of the Greek .

The context (verse s 1-14, 20-23) dea ls , not wit h
biological uncleanness, but with unclea nness sup­
posed ly incurred from the omission of ri tual wash­
in g (verse 15). The ki nd of food t he discip les ate
(verses 2, 5) is no t even re ferred t o, bu t on ly the
way in wh ich they a te (verses 2,5, 15). T hrough­
out, Ch rist dea ls wit h the problem of t he "com ­
mandment of God" versus t he "tradit ion of men ."

Another point t hat adds m ore is t his. There is
no com ma ndment in the Old T estament that I
ca n find that forbids ea t ing food wit h dirty hands.
The t radition of the Pha risees is in question , no t
any of God 's Word . It was th is yoke of bon dage,
ad ded hy the P ha risees and their scribes tha t
,Jesus was attacking.

St ill anothe r item brough t out in verse 21 is that
Ch rist was concern ed wit h spirit ual sin , not physi­
ca l dir t . This was t he whol e poin t he wa nted

eve ry one to see. What a beau tiful op portun it y t o
m ake clear in hi>; su mmary that Leviti cus I I and
Deuteronomy 14 were no more! Bu t this was evi­
den tl y not what he had in mind.

Also, another clen ching sc ript u re to me is t his.
It is clear from the context his disciples were
present when he ga ve this discourse. On e of t hose
disciples was Peter. Yet years later in Acts 10,
Pet er says " I ha ve never eaten anyth ing com mon
or un clean." Why, if Christ made it so clea r, wou ld
Peter st ill no t have gotten the point? I think Vin ­
cen t T aylor best sta tes the ca se in his com­
men t ary when he writes, "Ult imately , it implies
the abroga tion of t he Law rega rd ing clean a nd
unclean meats [Taylor 's opinion ]. Bu t his con­
seq uence is not express ly sta led. Nor is it likely
tha t J esus directly repud ia ted the food laws of
Le v. xi = Deut. xiv, since otherwise, t he hesit a­
t ion s of the primit ive Ch urch on this issue ...
would be inexplicable" (p. 343 ). It seems plain t o
me from Peter 's react ion , Jesus didn 't do away
with any food laws.

Summary

1. There is a fair ly significan t textu al va riant in
th is passage which a llows more than one gra m­
matical interpretation.

2. R egardless of the tex t on e adopts, there is
sti ll the prob lem of gra mmar. Ei ther textual read­
ing coul d s t ill be interpreted m ore than one way
gram matica lly.

3. T he word broma (and possibly the under­
lyin g Ara maic of J esu s' ori ginal saying ) can be
t aken more than on e way and has been so taken
by a number of well -kn own exe getes. It may not
be "food" bu t ra ther "dir t" or "filt h. "

T hese poin ts alone show that a ny a t tempt to
base (or throw ou t ) a d oct rine on suc h weak and
am biguous evidence is not particul arly a sign of
scholarship or good theol ogica l practice . Bu t eve n
more importa nt are the next points.

4. T he context shows a discussion of ritua l
purity, not rules of health. The purity laws u nd er
scrut iny a re not t he laws of the t abern acl e and
temple in the Old T estame n t bu t the secta rian
laws of the P harisees and their scribes.

5. T he New Test ament clearly shows that wha t
goes into a pe rson 's mo uth does not , indeed, ha rm
him spiritually (th is passage p lus suc h other scrip­
tures as Roman s 14:17). Arsenic a nd s t ry ch nine do
not "defile" a person spirit ua lly . Mora lity and
spir ituality, no t hea lth and hygien e, is the su bject
of debate in Mark 7.
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If one wishes to do away with the Old Testa­
ment regu lations about clean and unclean meats,
he wou ld do well to concentra te on arguments
other than t hose based on Mark 7:19!

- Mike Swagerty

For Your Interest...
INSPIRATIONAL ART ICLE ON SUCCESS

I read a moving art icle the other day in S uccess
Un lim ited. It had such a n impact on me 1 t hought
1 would write up a summary of it for t he Bulletin .
It is a theme I hope to take ba ck out into the field .
Here's my sum mary:

George Sh inn, 1975 winner of the Ho ratio Alger
awa rd , was the youngest person to ever win this
pres tigious recog nit ion of indi vidual in iti ati ve and
accomplish men t . He started out like m any sue­
cessfu l men- very poo r, ye t unafra id of hard work.
His mother never let him feel sorry for himself
because of t he poverty the fam ily lived in . George
never enjoyed a ste ak until he was in h igh school
and on the foot ba ll team. When t he fa mily had
mea t, it was usually ham burger. On ce he ru shed
into t heir house to tell hi... mot he r abou t the neigh ­
bor kids havin g ste a k. She told him not to make
them feel bad because they couldn 't affo rd to have
their meat ground up.

One of h is firs t j obs after high school was work­
in g in a small business college as a ja nit or , trying
to pay his way through. One pa rticular weekend a
couple of high school graduates showed up to look
over t he college. Since non e of the administrat ion
was there to show them aro und, George took it
upon himself to give them a to ur, a sa les pitch and
sig n t hem up. He had done such a good job, two
days later t hey were back with so me of their
frien ds al so . Well, this led the schoo l to offer
George a job as student recruiter at ten dollars a
head. He was immediately successfu l in th is­
increasing his income a nd enrollment in the floun­
dering college as well .

T o make a lon g story sho rt, George borrowed
m oney, bought the lit tle nea r-bankru pt college,
got the faculty work ing with him- willing to sacri­
fice t o buil d t he dynamic institution he had in
mi nd . In a shor t time, t hey had turned a losing
proposit ion aro und to make it one of the most
successful small bu sin ess colleges in t he east!

A short time later George bou ght other co lleges
in the area which were nearly defunct and applied
t he same principles with them. In no t ime they
were on their feet and moving for ward . George's

success a t ins ti lling ne w life in to small colleges
soon became known among others . College presi­
den ts began to ca ll him for advice and help. He
was forced to est ablish a college consu lt ing firm .

Upon being called to help ou t a t a sm a ll college
in Tennessee, the owner asked hi m how t hey d id
it. Of course one of the big things was t o get every
sing le one of the fac ulty a nd administration
involved in rec ruiting. Bu t George stated that the
first ste p he tried to make was t o " first sell a
school's people on thei r own school". And so here
was a n ou tsider who would come in a nd se ll a n
institution 's own peopl e on the value of their ow n
product .

Perha ps there is a lesson here for us. Maybe
some of us have let the vision of what a great t h ing
we have- a nd a great hope for the futu re-gro w
dim in our own eyes. If some of us would recapture
the vision and resell the product to our own mem­
bers, what a "sa les force" we would create! Their
light, exam ple and en th us ias m cou ld not help bu t
rub off onto outsiders-stim ula t ing new in te rest
and growth in the Church .

Inciden ta lly , George Shinn feels that big tu rn ­
in g point in his life was during a t ime of discour­
agement and fru stration when he ded icated h is life
and the t it he of hi s incom e to God . Aro und two
yea rs later, he went from near po verty level t o one
million gros.<; income. (Yo u can read the rest of the
story in the Decem ber '76 issue of Success Un lim­
ited.)

-Bruce Gore
Pasadena, Ca.

BIRTHS
Dennis a nd Karen Diehl (Find ley, OH): The pro­
ducers of " Let's Make a Diehl " are plea sed to
announce the completion of their la test presen ta­
t ion , a special entit led Christopher Todd, pre­
miering May 11 at 4:40 p.m ., weighi ng 8 Ibs., 5 ozs.
Chris is t he second of a two-pa rt series (Jeffery
Pau l was aired in the fall of 1974) and the pro­
d ucers state that there a re no prese nt plans for a
fu t ure series or cont racts for re-runs.

Wayne and Cheryl Freeman (Longview-Lufkin ,
T X ): We would like to announce the birth of ou r
third son , Heath J ared, born J une 23. Weight was
6 1bs., 5 ozs.

Bob a nd Ma rga ret Harrison (Ca rdi tf-Ca rma rthen,
Wales , U.K .): Ou r seco nd child and firs t daug hter,
Caroline J ane, was born on April 20 a fte r a quick
and easy birth. Weight was 6 Ibs., 8 ozs. When Dad
left t he house in the morning t he family t otal was
th ree. On his re t urn it was four! All doin g wel l.
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Roy and Norma Holladay (N orfolk-R ichm ond,
VA) : We have a new son, AJark Robert, born on
February 16, 1977. This ma kes our fift h son !

Sam and Marilyn Kneller (Sherbrooke, Qu ebec):
W e were blessed with a lovely daugh ter , Claudia ,
on May 17, 1977 afte r a short labor of Ph hours.
We had a home de livery-and her big bro ther
slept through the who le thing! She weighed 7 Ibs.,
10 OZ8. and was 20 inc hes long. All are doing well,
t hough somewhat lacking in sleep. Now our little
fam ily is complete .

Bob and Kay Persky (Cham paign, IL ): We are
ha ppy to announce the a rriva l of our t hird so n,
Bradley James . Brad ley took so long to decide on
a delivery date- causin g t hree full weeks of fa lse
labor- that he grew up to 9Ibg. , 14 ozs.! All is well
wit h father , mother and fam ily . We no w ha ve
"com ple ted " ou r family wit h twin five-year-old
sons, a th ree-year-old da ughter and a new baby
boy!

LETTER COMMENTS
(Continued from page 202)

FAMILY NIGHT

Follo wing are a few of the comments recently
received concerning family night.

"T ha nk you, than k you, T HANK Yo u-a h und red
times over for 'insti tuting ' a fa mily n igh t ! This
world is so fast moving it ta kes its toll on all of us
un t il t here is no t ime left for fami ly . We don 't
ha ve a big fami ly yet , on ly a five-month -old son ,
bu t since family night bega n th ree wee ks ago , we
tru ly LO OK F ORW ARD t o that special n igh t a week
when we ca n do things we migh t not do or enjoy if
we didn 't actually have such a night .

"We take turn s choosing t he activity each
week-along with the meal of one 's choice. We've
begun a small note book where eac h week we lis t
the acti vity and write comments on what we
lea rned or enjoyed . At the en d of the year we

"O{ course it's damp un derfoot.' That strikes me as a very p etty
complaint to ma ke at a ti me like this."
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should have 52 pages of t he weeks' a ctivities. Also
in the notebook is a suggest ion page for possibl e
fu ture fam ily n ights. Some a re seasonal in nat u re
so we look forwa rd to sum mer or winte r.

" God is a FAMILY a nd I'm sure our Father is
very pleased with your recent decision. We pray
tha t you and S hirley and your so ns have a won ­
de rful FA MILY NIGHT this week .

" My husband ju st received a $100 a mon th
ra ise!!"

- Mr. & Mrs . Thomas C. Wise
Auro ra , Co

" T ha nks again for the rule on fami ly night. We
(my husband and 1) are spending it just con­
versing. Mor e than that we a re spend ing more
time in lengthy conversa t ions over a nd above on e
night a week . T he chores a round the home sim ply
ha ve been slowed down."

- Mr. & Mrs . A. Bru ce Gilchrist
Houston, TX

" One letter a bout having a family n igh t plu s
yo ur very inspiring ta pe ha ve, I feel, ad ded a lready
to my own life ....it h my wife. S he is not in our
Ch urch yet, and has a hard ti me accept ing ma ny
things. T he fam ily n ight will be very good and will
undoubtedly sell itself.

" We a re going to hold our fam ily ga thering t his
week in the park. We enj oy cooking out, so we will
coo k and eat in the park. T h is will a lso a llow us to
enjoy t he beauty of the park in t he spring."

-John Hoover
Cincinnati,OH

" We ju st wanted to let you know we are really
en joying family night. Ou r ch ildren are on ly two
and five but t hey look forward to it already! ' Is it
family nigh t ye t?'

"T hanks to God tha t He drops 'helpful hints' to
you ministers ."

- Mr. & Mrs . T . L. Hubbell
Houst on , TX


