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t iona. If we a re going to have stable and growing
churches throughou t the wor ld we m ust have
stable, growing leadership.

R ecently we responded to numerous requests
from pastors and created t he "pastoral instruction
insert" for the Bulletin. We fel t we were taking a
step in the direction of stabilization and devel
opment of leadership. We felt we were providing
an essential communication link with a vital seg
ment of the Church leadership - the pastor. By
doing so, we ce rtainly did not intend in any wa y to
slight ow Local Church E lders. Apparently some
took the changes in the fonnat of the Bulletin in
t his way.

I want all of you wh o do not receive t he "pasto
ral instru ction insert" to know t hat we feel it is
essen tial t hat we maintain a form of priva te
(t hough not restricted) comm unication with t he
pastors. On the ot her hand, we realize the need
that Local Church elders have for m ost of t he
infonnation in the Ministeria l T raining column.
W e are going to con t in ue to send such material to
you, bu t it will be done in t he fonn of an experi
men tal quarterly packet.

Beginning this month we wil l select articles
which have appeared in the MET column and
eend them to all Local Church elders. Along with
the columns, specific material prepared for elders
will be included. We feel , in this manner, we can
fulfill critical needs of communicat ion whi ch we
have with these areas of Church leadership. We
hope all of you find it beneficial and helpful .

Another project which we are working on is that

c
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Church
Administration
Greetings fell ow ministers!

Mr. McCullough commen ted in the last Bulletin
that the skies of L. A. were filled with smoke and
ashes and the city was shrouded with a h uge gray
pall of "pom peii-like" darkness . What a beautiful
cont rast this last week! We've enjoyed some fabu 
lous Southern California days - te m peratures in
t he eighties and visibility "forever:' The kind of
days which cou ld be sold IF they could be bottled .

1 wanted to take the time in this Bulletin t o
express our appreciation as an institu tion for t he
fine support the Ch urch has received from all our
local ch u rch elders and deacons. If we were to
d raw an analogy of the bod y, they, along with
other leaders in the congregat ion ha ve in a sense
been the strong skeletal structure t hat supports
the bod y.

The world, the nation and all individuals in it
(including ea ch of us as members or ministers of
the Worldwide Church of God ) have lived through
t wo or three stressful years. I have remarked
before and will repeat that these years have been
characterized as " the a ge of discontinuity." I t 's
been a time when traditional values have been
questioned, e18lIlined, accepted, rejected, modi
fied, codified, pillorized, etc., etc. For God's Church
to have maintained the stability that it has
through those Ye&J'B is of itself encouraging.

Stability is good. Stability with growth is better!
W e in the Church Administration departmen t are
analymg a number of areas where we fee l we can
he lp co n t r ibu te t o the strengthening of t h e
Church. We feel that one of the most important
areas is that of the ~rship of the congrega-

REMINDER --
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Norm a nd Kay St ra yer {Burnaby . RC.,: Kav had
jo king ly promised m e that OUf first child would he
bo rn a t a decent hou r. Hut t hen' we were at ;):0;1
a. m. Novembe r ~!lth after onlv.. ;; h OIH:' 0 1 la bo r ion
the Sabbath to boo tt ex pe riencing the joy of ,,;et-' in g
and holding ou r little dau ght er.

Brandy Ka.Y weigh ed 6 Ibs.. to ozs. or :\000 kg.
fo r t hose of you in Ca n ad a and around t he world :
so u nds hea vy . hu h' They sav l na med he r after
my two loves in life - my wi fe a nd liq uor, ha '
rO u r so n will probably he named -lu h n L'{)ll in,,; ~ I
:-.'et-'d lt'SS to say we are thrilled a nd overvone is
ho me now hea lthy and ha ppv:

Ken a nd Na nc y Williams IKalnma zoo. ~l i . ) : ('d
like II) annou m-e the hir t h of t he -",e. 'oml pre t tiest
Jrirl in the world - Heather _-\lIn e INuncv is the
prett ies t). Hea ther \\il·ilotht><1 7 lbs .. 7' ! ozs , a t hir th
and was ~O inches lon g. .:-'he was horn Saturday,
October ~5 t h a t lO;u7 p.m . Na ncy. Da vid und I art:'
ti ck led pink With he r a nd intend to keep her Ih 1.11
way .
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7:;jO T'ha nksgiving m ornin g! Del ive ry was 1I0 fll LJ I.

weight was 7 pounds, lengt h was lH ' ~ in cbt-s. \ \"l'

appreciated J en ny's t imi n g as. tater in t he dd v . the
fa m ilies were able to ga t he r a rou nd the d inner
ta b le to ce lebra te a very mi raculou s and joyous
eve n t.

S te .'e a nd Melan ia (Frenc h) Nutzma n (Palo Alt o,
Ca.i : T his year's Thanksgiving festivities be gan
w.t h the birth of ou r first ch ild , J ennifer Lyn n, at

of j ob descriptions for the minist ry . We a re plan
ning to com ple te 8 se ries of descriptions wit hin t he
next few weeks and distribute the m to a ll in volved.
in t h e ministry. Here in the United States we have
fu nctioned with the following basic ca tegories:

1) Min iste ria l T ra inee
2 ) Local Church E lder
3) Ass istant Pastor
4) Associa te Pastor
5 ) C hurc h P as tor
I fee l when these descriptions of ind ivid ua l jobs

are clearly desi gnated we will c rea te more s ta bility
th roughout th e min istry . As well, It will he lp to
eliminate the frustration that so me might fee ! a nd
an swer the ques t ion, " W hat is my job anyway?"
W ith the parameters of one 's Job description
clea rl y defined, one ca n have more freedom and
peace .

I hope all , within t he mmiat rv and C hu rc h. wi ll
con t inu e to work to get her wit h even greater un ity
th a n we h ave had in the past . We a re exhort ed m
Ephesians to " E :"O D E A VO H. TO 'I A I :"OTA I :"O L" :"OIT Y. " T o
me, this verse tel ls us that we h ave to s l rive. w ork.
a nd pursue unity - it i... not scmet h ing tha t auto
matically happens. \\'e want to do "hat W t' can
from CAD to create the climat e for u n uv. \' ·e
a pprec ia te your help, co nce rn a nd effort in this
im po rtan t direc t ion .

Until next ti me.

Pa ul a nd J an Line han (Thunder Bay, On tario) :
Our firs t ch ild, Con rad Elliot. made h is debut on
October 29th a nd t ipped. the sca les at 7 Ibs., ;) ozs.
All a re t ired bu t well!

Peter a n d Kare n Na t h a n (,Jo h a n nes b ur g",
S. Africa ) : M O HA.\<l~I E D A L I BE WA HE!
An ot he r Hea vyweigh t cha lle nger weighed in on
T uesday, 21st October a t 7:10 a .m. wit h the fo l
lowing profile : Height : 480 mms: Reach : ~30 mrn s:
Mass : 4600 gm s. An interestin g aspect of the chal 
len ger's s t ra te gy a re his two right-ha nd gloves
(d ona ted. by family friends ). Accordingly, his Pro
motersl Managers ha ve named him Benjamin
IS on of my right hand ) Lee Nathan. T rai n ing is
progressing now with much s leepi ng and d rin king.
His tra iner - Kare n Na tha n - is feeling well a nd
M a na ger Peter has recovered from any ini t ia l
sh ock!

- C. Wayne Cole

BIRTHS
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To all minis ters a nd ke y s u pe r v i s o r y p e r s o n ne l I n God 's Wo r k :

GREETINGS in J esus ' name 1

I have a number of rather unre la ted sUbj ects to discuss wi t h
you in th is letter--so I ' l l plunge rig ht in and try to itemize each
subject separate ly .

UPCOMING TRIP TO EGYPT : I had a discussion yesterday with Mr .
Ad li Muhtadi , who haa arrived back on c a mpu s f ollow ing a preliminary
t rip t o Egypt to set up the t elevision intervi ews I had ho p e d for
wi t hin t he ne xt few months .

Mr. Muhtad i wa s able to mee t with the Minister of I n f o r ma t i on
and Cu l t ure , the Ch a irma n of t he State I n f orma tio n Service , a former
Deputy Pr ime Minister and Mi n is t e r of Tr a n s po r t and I nd u stry , the
head o f the Department of Po li t i c al Sc i enc e a nd Professor of I nter 
n a t i o n a l Law i n Ca i r o Un iversity , the Editor - in-Chief of the leading
ne wspaper al -Ahram (a close p ersonal friend of Adli), President
o f t he SynOicate of Journalists , and Min ister Counci llor o f t h e
Egyptian Embassy in Washington , D .C. He met qui t e a number of others,
including t h e f irst lady of the screen of the Arab world and wife
o f Oroar Shar if , Mrs . Faten Hamama , and t he }1inister o f Ho u s i ng and
Reconstruction.

I have dec ided to go to Egypt in a bout the third we e k of January ,
and wi ll d o on-the-spot r a dio p r ograms p l u s audio interviews on t ha t
trip , but wil l utilize the trip p r imarily , at ~r . ~uhtadi 's u r ging,
as a preliminary t rip t o become acqua inted and to satisfy v a r i o u s
demands o f p rotocol , such as int roductions to individuals in high
level positions , pre para t ory t o our f u ll -sca l e television interv iews
wh ich wi l l t ake p lace i n t he last week of February and t he f i rst
we e k of March.

I t h i nk , i n t h e backdrop of Pr esident Sadat 's v isit t o Wa s hin gton
fol lowing the i n t e r i m p e a ce a gre e ment wi th I s r a el and the wi t hd r awal
of I s r a e li t roop s f rom t wo strateg ic p asses i n the Ab u Rudei s o il
f ields - - and mo s t s p e cifi c ally Pr e s i de n t Sa d a t ' s burning of h is
b r idges so fa r a s h i s r e l a tionship wi t h the Soviet Un ion i s concerned ,
p lus a l l the oth e r inputs of the curre n t s ituation i n the Mi d d l e East
wi t h civ il wa r t e a r i ng Lebanon apart , t h e UN censure of Zioni sm as
a fo rm of rac ism , and t he ex treme d i f f icu l t i e s i n t he Arab wo r l d
r e s u l ting fr om Anwa r Sadat ' s signature o n t h e inter im pe a c e agre e 
ment - -that i t i s a ve r y propitio u s t ime t o do a full -sca l e colo r -
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t ele vi sion specia l o n the subject o f Egy p t and Sad a t as a l e a der ')
of this key Arab state.

While I ~m discussing telev i sion : e ve n though we h ave r eceived
a l ette r f rom time to time from a member who ma y b e somewhat d is
turbed because of s ee i ng an o l d e r r e peat, I want t o p a s s o n to you
the actua l statistics f rom o u r Te lev i s ion Productions De p a r tm e n t
concer n i ng t he use of some o f these r e pea t s . F irs t , howeve r , r emem 
be r that we r educ ed fr om a 26 - week schedu le of ~ p r ogr a mmi ng to a
13-wee k schedu le of n ew p rog r ammi ng i n o rde r t o bring o u r production
c o s t s l ower , o u r dubbing and ed i t i ng c os t s much lowe r , and t o bri ng
our cos t -pe r - new-respon s e ave r age down . Even though members may
become concerned ove r see ing s everal of t he re peats , s uc h a s some of
the nature series o n evolut i o n , c rime , o r fam i ne , take a l ook a t
the dif f ere nc e i n the cost-pe r -ne w- r esponse average ! Du r i ng Septem
ber and Oc t o b e r 1975 whe n we were showing the r epeats , ou r cos t - pe r 
new-respo nse was f our do l l a r s - - whe re it wa s $1 4 in January o f 197 5
with new progr ams being a ired ; and the WATS telephone l ines were
ring i ng bus ily a nd we were ge t t i ng a large number of r esponses . Th e
new seas on of te levision begins th i s coming mid - week here in Lo s
Ange le s a t 10: 30 o n We d ne s d a y e ve n i ng o ve r Cha nne l 9 wi th a loca t ion
prog r a m I d i d at the nu c l e a r r e a c t o r do wn at San Ono f r e . So fa r we
have done qu ite a number of location p r ogr a ms utiliz ing o ur video
pod - -and the fe llows in Te l evi s ion Productions are very enthus iastic
ove r the d ifference in impact o f the l o c a t i o n programs over t he
stud i o one s .

I 'm s u re yo u have kep t a breas t , both through the pages o f the
Bu l le t i n a nd t he Worldwi de News , of the new r adio a nd t elevision
acquisition s - - and I am due fo r a not he r meet i ng wi th Hen ry Cornwall
t he f i r s t o f t h is next wee k fo r t he sele ct i on of ye t a n additional
group of r adio a nd te l evision .

MEMBER , CO - WORKER , AND REGULAR LETTER: As I a m s ure most o f yo u
know , we mailed o ut a l e t t er I wrote de signed f or t he r e gular s ub 
s cribers to t h e Pla i n Truth , which was mailed to member s , c o-work e rs
a nd donors a fe w wee ks ago , a nd which will hit t he ma i ls i n a ~SSIVE

ma i l i n g to our mor e tha n THREE MILLI ON s ub scr i b e rs t o the Plain Tr u t h
in a bo ut mid-Ja nuary . I ni tia l r espon s e to t he le tter has been VERY
encour ag i ng , even t houg h s omewhat b e low the re s po nse t o the "e me r g e n c y"
le t te r I s en t out one ye ar ago , the di f fere n ce being that i n th i s
case we of fere d a new booklet , so t hat the broad majo r ity (a ve r y
large number) writ i ng i n is r e quest ing the boo k l e t - - whe r e a s t here wa s
no bookl e t offered i n t he e mergency l et t er of last yea r .

Howe ver , t hose i n Ma i l Proc essing a re very encouraged ove r the
response to t he le t t er , and it r emains t o be seen what the ef f ect
will be when i t is r eceive d by the mi l lions of regulars who are su b 
sc riber s t o the Plain Truth, bu t who have , a s ye t , nev e r cont r ibuted
t o t he Work .

I know I mentioned in the letter , which had a s pec i a l pa rag r a p l ~
NOT inc luded in the "regulars " lette r , to o u r me mbe r s and co - worke r s
t ha t it is ve r y vitally impor t a n t that they p u t t heir PRAYERS behind
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( t h i s lett er, t h a t i t wi l l s o~ehow r each i n t o the he arts and mi nds o f
the li t e r a lly mi l l i o ns of i ndivid uals ~ho wi ll r ece i v e i t --a nd t h a t
the y wo u l d s h a r e in t he burden o f t h i s Work b y specific ally p ray ing
fe r t h d siper t.L c u La r' l e t t e r , that it wo uL d br inq the r e s p o n s e God ' s
Wor k s o s e r i o u s l y needs .

I hope you w i Ll. take a few moments i n a Bible Study to c omme n t;
o n the l et t er a nd i ts f uture i mp a c t on God 's Work and t o enco u r a ge
i ts success .

Along that lin e , let me give yo u t h e t r u e gi s t of t he f inancial
picture as i t pre s e n tly stand s f rom t he po i n t of view o f our members '
support .

Even t ho ug h we h a v e e xpe r ienced a s e rio u s dec line i n i n c ome,
bel ieve i t o r no t , t h e ME~1BERS H I P ha s been g i ving ~10RE ! The dec l i ne
has be e n i n t h e "d o no r" ca t e go r y primarily. Tha t simply me a n s that
thro ug h our d i rect mail pro gram we f i na l ly were r eaching a " s a t ur 
at ion p o int " with thos e who we r e perhaps only margina lly i n t e r e s t e d
i n God ' s Work , a nd who , t ho ugh t h ey may have fo r c o nsc i e nce sake
fe l t i t necessary t o s end i n two or f i v e or t e n d ollars o ver the
cour se of a year o r s o , were not su f f icie n tly inter e sted to b e c o me
full -time c o -workers. Obv ious ly , if we we r e d e Clining i n our num 
b e r o f r adio s tations , r e tre nc hin g i n our Televi s i o n Product i ons
Depa r t me n t wi t h a 1 3 - we e k instead of a 2 6 - we e k schedule , then we
were not r e ach ing t he mass ive numbers o f pro s pe c tive NEW donor s
wh i c h were n e e d e d . Al l t h a t ha s now changed . The Pl a in Truth sub
s criptio n l i s t h as gone booming u pward to hove r i n the vicini t y of
four mi llio n ! We h ave l a unched a ne w pro g r a m o f s tepp i ng o u t on
f a i th to acquire d o zen s o f new r a dio and televi s i o n outlets , even
t ho ug h not bud geted . Now , with t h is l e t t e r go i ng out i n mid -Janu ary ,
no t u nlike t he " s e mi-a n n ua l l e t ter s " my fat her used t o mail o u t t o
the r e gular s o n the P l a i n Truth l i st i n year s past , it i s o u r ho pe
a nd p r a y e r t ha t a dditiona l t en s o f thousands o f ind ividuals will b e
move d t o be come "o nc e - i n - a - wh i l e" d o no r s t o God 's tco r k , a nd that
more and more of t h ese ind iv iduals can be p laced on t he Good News
subscr ip t i on list !

So , eve n t hou g h I can t e l l you that the i nc o me i s st i l l showing
a sligh t minu s f o r the year to d ate , I wa n t t o i mp r e ss upo n yo u t ha t
all t he b r e thren a r e DOING A MAG NIF I CENT J OB , a nd t he actual s tat is t ics
sho w that the b rethren o f God 's Ch u rch are g iv i ng MORE p roport iona t ely
t h a n e ve r befo r e . The maj or r e a s o n f o r t h e decline i n i nc ome i s a
l a c k of new donors a nd n e w c o -worker s !

THE GOOD NEWS : I h o p e y o u a l l h ave no tic e d the c on t i n u ing
i mp r o veme n t i n the Good News ; t he p owe r f ul doctrina l and s p iritu a l
ar t icles appear i ng , and I ho pe you all c are fu l l y r e a d t h e upcomin g
art ic l e o n t i th i ng whic h wil l be in t h e n e x t i s sue! I have b een
d o ing r adio p rograms wh e r ein I wa d e t h r o u g h whole a r t i c le s in t he
Good News , anno unc ing t h e GN r e pe a t e d l y ove r the radio. And thoug h
I announce d i t o n only o ne t ele c a st . in our l a st seaso n , we add e d
3 0 0 0 ne w s ub s c rib e r s t o t h e GN list a s a r esult o f tha t p r o gra m! We
h ave a lso b e e n hitting the GN in ads i n t h e Plain Truth, ·a nd a l l of
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u s he re a gre e that it is t h e Goo d Ne ws wh ich wi ll be the major )
mag a z i ne to sati sfy the genuine hunge r and thirst for biblical
and scr i ptural l y-orient e d ar t ic le s fo r those who a re more spec if 
ica l ly i ntere s t e d i n Bible top ic s a nd in Chr istian-l iving art i -
cle s t han i n t he gener a l wor l d news tha t a ppears i n the Pla in
Trut h.

Along that l ine , I hope a l l o f yo u r e me mber t ha t q uite a
number of years ago I wa s u rg ing eac h of o u r l o c a l brethren to be
a promo te r of God 1s Work - -to i n s ure t ha t his own ho usehold is a
type o f d i sp lay center f o r the Good News , the Plai n Tru th and ou r
o t he r p ub l ications; fo r wo rkmen~perhap s ta ke a c o py of the Go od
News along wi t h t he m on the i r cons t ruction s ite o r driving or fac 
to ry job , whe r e they might r e ad i t f r om time t o t i me during t h e
lunch break in t he hope s t ha t p e r h a p s some fe w mi ght become i nter 
e s t e d a nd wan t to write fo r their own c09 ies ; and t hat i ns tead of
"h i d i ng o ur l i gh t , " e a c h i nd i v i du a l memher cou l d fe e l a r e s p o n s i
b il ity t o promo t e and e n c o ur age t he subscription g r owth o f the
ma g a z i ne s a nd booklet s . Af t er a l l , we a r e ac t ive ly encouraging
many individ ua l s i n our l oca l chu rch areas t o bec o me promoter s for
HUMAN POTENTIAL . This is excellent--as I hav e s tressed fo r yea r s
t h is s ame ne e d f o r our ind ividual b r ethr en t o help u s b y word-o f
mout h p romotion in e ncouraging the growth and e xpan s io n of bo th the
Plain Truth a nd Good News lis t s ! I wish yo u wou ld rem i nd your
b re t h r en o f t h i s , a nd perhap s we c an a ll uni tedly insure that t he
Good Ne ws becomes o n e o f o ur mo s t rapid l y growing magazines - - for in
i t s g rowt h is a major key t o t h e FUTURE health and stabi lity of Go d ' )
Work !

MIN ISTERI AL CONFERE NCE : The d a t e s for the up c omi ng ministerial
confe rence a re now f i r m. All sess i ons wil l b e ge ne ra l o r pl e nary
s e s s ion s i n the Aud ito r i um wi th vita l a nd major t o pics wel l -pre pared
i n advance , i nclud i ng the f o rmulat ion of papers on such s ub j ect s as
would be requi red .

Who wi l l at tend ? Al l pas t ors of churches will be broug ht to
Headquart ers-at churc h e x pense b y Apr i l 26 fo r the f irst meet i ng at
2 : 30 i n the a fternoon. Mee t i ng s wi ll contin ue with t wo on Tuesday ,
t wo on We dne s d a y , a nd t wo meet i ng s on Thursda y , at which time t he
confe rence wil l conc lude , a l l owing all p a s tor s of c hu r c hes to be
bac k i n the i r own pulpits by t h e fo llowing Sa b bath. Any o t he r mi n
ister , l oc a l elder o r l o c a l eld e r not i n o ur employ i s MORE tha n
welc ome to a t t e nd t he confe rence , and wive s of a ny and all of you
men a re e qua lly welc ome ! However, fo r the sake o f finances , it had
to be dec ided t h a t we can a f f o rd to def r ay t he expe n s es of pa stors
of chu r ches ONLY, mak ing it c lea r t h a t any of you f e l l ows who want
your wi ves to come a long a nd wish to pay t heir way , are not onl y
we l come to do so , b u t ENCOURAGED to do so.

I h ope a ll of you pastors of churches wi l l make it very clear
t ha t we feel it is a t r emendo us e ncouragement a nd blessing to loc al
e lde r s no t in our e mploy , and who pe r haps have never been t o Head - )
q lL a r t e r s no r s e en the campus a n d the Aud itorium , to c ome t o Head-
c-ua .rtie r e f or the c onferenc e . Ou r deci s i on i s purelv a f i n a n c ial

nd p r oc e d ural nec e ssi t y a nd has no t h i ng whatsoeve r to d o wi t h any
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"pre f erred" l ist of men we wa n t t o i nvi t e to the conference . I t i s
our hope that as many a s poss ible of God 's mi n i s t e r s from a round
the e nt i re t y of the world could be assemble d together fo r t ho s e
f ew d a y s i n April !

At a ny rate , I wanted t o announc e i t no w s o al l plans , s uch
as v i sits with r e lat i ves or any early vacation~ , could be c oordinat e d
s o a s t o give you as much a dvance notice as poss ible . Re gard ing
any i nputs any of you ha ve i n t he wa y o f s pe c i fi c t opics you wa nt
t o be d iscussed , I would encourage you t o send the m i n as s oon as
poss ible so we may beg i n to c ompile , t og e ther with a vo l uminous a mo un t
of ma ter ial we have already compile d , a meaningf u l agenda wh ich wi l l
prove ins p iratio nal a nd educat i onal t o al l .

Incid en t ally , t here will be a number of c o nc erts through t hat
week - -Sunday , Tuesday , Hednesda y , and Thurs d a y n ight s - - and , o f course ,
any of you fe l lows (a nd wives ) who are c omi n g i n a re mor e than welcome
t o a tte nd as .many as you like.

I ' m sure all o f yo u have heard of Mrs . F l o yd Lochner 's dea t h .
Dr. Lochne r called me in Texas and aske d me t o c o nd uc t t he c ere mony
- -and I t hought it o ve r for a day or two a nd f i na l l y cal led h im
bac k and a s ked fo r his understand ing of t he emo t iona l di fficult ies
in do i n g s o . I simply kn e w that my 20 year s of very c l o s e persona l
acqua intance with the Lochners wo u l d be a l i t tl e bit too much for
me , as I s aw Dr . Lochne r , Otto , Peggy , and their s pouses and ch i ldr en
a ll asse mbl e d for a g raveside s erv i c e . I wa s r i g h t -- i t was a ve ry
deep emot ional experience , and I was very tha nkful Dr . Lo c hne r con 
curre d a nd a gree d t o ask Dr . Herman Hoeh to c onduc t the gravesid e
service , which he d i d . Dr . Hoeh did a very fine and t hou9htful j o b
a t the f u ne r a l - - f o r whic h I a m ve ry thankful . My father had called
Dr . Lochne r upon l ea rn ing of the d e ath of h i s wi f e, and as ked him
t o l e a ve i mme d i a t e l y fol l owing t h e s e r v i c e to j oi n him o n t hi s pre s ent
trip , whic h I f eel wa s a very kind and thou9htfu l ges t ur e . That wa y,
Floyd wo n ' t need to be a lone i n tha t big ho u s e i n t hese day s i mmedi
ately following t he tr aum a o f hi s wife ' s death a nd buria l , but c a n
ge t completely away fo r a c oup l e o f we e k s on an extensive tr i p . I ' m
sure all of you wi ll r e memb e r Dr . Lochne r in your prayer s , a nd per 
haps mention it to your congre g a t i o n s . I had a s ke d John Robin s o n
to d o a t horough r e s e arc h job for a spe c ial f e ature ar ticle about
Mrs. Lochner in a n upcomi ng iss ue o f t h e Worldwide News , since I feel
s he is a p ione er f igu re in God ' s Work , a nd certainly i n t he hi story
of the deve lopment of I mperia l Sc hool s and the Summer Educa tion Pr o 
gram .

My father i s c u r rently overs eas ; I j ust s poke to Sta n Rade r
who wa s in Tokyo yesterday a nd wa s mee t ing my father t od a y (De c e m
ber 1 2 ) i n Rong Kon g . His present trip wil l t h e n t a k e h i m to Teheran
a nd on i n t o Eu rope before he r e t u r n s here on December 23 . Prior t o
my conve rsa t ion with Mr . Rader , my fa t her wa s s pe nd ing a good part
o f t h e d a y in Bangkok wi t h the king of Th a iland , and I am ho pe f u l
th is pre s ent trip will p rove f r uitful i n my f a t her ' s meeting wi th
the Shah of Iran . Of c o urse , yo u wi ll be ke p t c omp l e t e l y i n f o rm ed
a s we r e ceiv e i n f ormat i on back from Mr . Armstrong and Mr . Rader
e i ther i n the Bu l let i n o r in t h e pages o f t h e Wor ldwide News. I ' m
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sure you a l l enjoyed r ead ing about t he Jamaican campaign-~and t he
b re thren o f course ge t al l o f this informat i on about the s ame time
you d o when i t app~ars in t he Wo r ldwide Ne ws .

I would now l i ke to me n tion that ~ 1.r. Le s te r Grabbe offi c i al ly
rece i ved his Ph .D. from Cl a remon t a nd ha s g ive n me a bound copy of
h is d i s s e r t a t ion : "Compar a t ive Phi lo logy a nd t he Te x t of Job- -A
Stud y in Me t hodo logy " along with a n i ce note of appreciat ion . I know
a l l of you real i ze t hat ma n y o f our fa c u l t y membe r s have been up 
g r a ding t he i r e d uca t ion by tak ing highly-speciali ze d course s i n
ver y respec ted c o lle ges a nd universitie s i n many pa r t s of t he co un 
t r y - -an y number a r e o b t a i n ing t heir d oc to r a t e s a nd hig her deg ree s
f rom such univ e r s i t i e s a s USC , UCLA , Cl a remon t , and others . All of
this i s he l p i ng e nor mo us l y toward mo r e h i gh l y p rofessional i z i ng ou r
ac ade mi c s ki l ls i n t he col leges a nd , o f course , i s importa n t f o r
a c c red i t a t i o n .

Lester 's d issertat ion is 30 8 page s , and i s a sophis t ica ted
linguistic a nalysis o f t h e He b rew t ext of J o b . As Le ster t o l d me ,
h is presen t stud y wa s an a ttempt t o test out Jame s Ba r r 's "Compara 
t i ve Ph i l o logy a nd t he Text o f t he Old Tes tament , " which wa s the
f i rs t f u l l i n ve s t i g a t i o n and c r itique of t he method invo lved i n com 
par at ive p h i lology . Leste r te s ts out suggestions a nd conclusions on
a l imited corpus of l iterature and intend s to ge ner a l l y i n t e r ac t
wi th the imp lications of Bar r 's bo ok in developing a po s i t i v e method 
ology of Ol d Te s tament compa rat ive ph i lology . Chapter 1 const itutes
a n i ntroductio n t o t he prob l em ; t o the var ious l ex i c a l and textual )
a i d s t o be used ; Chap te r 2 c o nta ins a de ta i led invest igat ion of 50
Hebrew passages in Job, s e l e c ted fo r t heir use i n i l l u s t r a t i ng the
var iou s c ons i d e r ation s i nvolved i n comp a r a t i ve work; Chapte r 3 i s
a s y n t he s i s of the r esul ts of de t a i led s t udy; Cha p t e r 4 summa rizes
the s t ud y by o u t l i n i ng the pos itive s tep s to be t a k en in d o ing com
pa r ative philo l o gy . A very e xtensive a ppend i x sur ve y s recent ma jor
l i t e r a t ure which s uppo r t s the au thentic ity and t h e an t iqu i t y of the
Maso r e t i c text (inc l uding po i nt ing and accentuat i on ) - - which of c o ur s e
val i d a t e s t he i n s p i r a t i o n of t he Bible .

I would like t o i n c lude a f e w brief comments f rom Le ste r ' s per 
sona l no t e t o me :

" De a r ~1r . Armstrong , I am p resent ing a copy of my thesi s to you
as a t o ken of t he g rat i tude I f e e l toward Ambassador Col lege and you
persona l l y f o r your help and i n s pira t i on i n my higher e d uc a t i o n . I
use the te rm ' t o ke n ' because of course the re i s no way I can repay
the deb t l o we.

"The sub j ect of t he thesis i s a r a t her specia lized one a nd no t
likely to be of i mmme diate interest t o t oo many ! But i t has r a mi f i
c a t i o n s for a be tte r unde r s tanding o f the He b rew t ext o f t he Old Te s 
t f ~e nt t h roug h u s i ng the resources o f o t he r Sem i t ic l a ng ua ge s. The
a ~ac hed a bstract g i ves mo r e d e tails .

"Now t hat my deg r e e work is f i n i s he d , I should be ab le to devo t. )
~~ ~e time to t he Colle g e and Church . (Jus t be ing add e d to the facu lty

I 1 97 1 was the f u l f il l ment of a lifelong d r eam-- from the time I wa s

·,••
! '
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in the primary grades • . .• )
ga ined in g raduate s t ud i e s
t he Col l e ge . Thanks a g ain
Le s."

I ho p e t o b e a b l e t o use t h e s kill s
for t he be ne fi t o f both the Churc h and
f or a l l yo u a nd o thers h a ve done f o r me.

I

(

That's a bout it fo r now . I a ppre c i a t e, once a g a i n, the many
notes and l e tters whic h con s tant ly c ome t o my de sk , and e v en t ho ug h
I don ' t s e e m t o get a round t o answe r ing ALL o f the m pe r sonal ly , I
DO read the m al l (yo u r s t o o, George !) . Th a nk s e ve r s o muc h for
your support , love , a nd cont inue d l o yal t y to God ' s Wo rk . It is
dee p l y a ppre ciate d!

Yo u r brother a nd s erv a n t in Chr ist ,
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Publishing Mail Processing

T he m ail co unt for November ende d on Wednes
day t he 26th , with a co un t of 155,193 let ters which
a m ou nts to a de crease co m pared to Novem ber
1974.

A took at the Mail Processing tabula tion for
media mail for No vember, with a year -to-da te
summary , appears as follows:

T his cou n t does no t presen t a complete ta bu la 
tion of all categories of mail but sh ows a sam plin g
of ma il performance for t he mon th. In addit ion,
t h e W ATS Sectio n has received over 46 ,000
regis t ries for No vember.

Decem ber is starti ng off in a bright manner. The
week of the 5th was one of the bet ter weeks for
mail t his year! One importa nt factor in our good
showin g of ma il was Mr. T ed Armstrong's recent
letter t o do no rs, co- wo rkers a n d mem be rs .
T hrou gh December 9t h we have rec eived 30,468
respon ses, of whi ch 21,325 letters ha ve been pro
cessed a nd $479,998 gratefu lly received .

As of December 8 ou r mail count for t he month
is 85 ,072 let t ers wh ich is 8.5% above this time a
ye a r ago! Ou r total mail received for the year thus
fa r st an ds at 1,957,528 pieces.

Hats Off to Landscape

T he followin g let ter was sen t in by an alert
prospective mem ber a nd 1 though t it would be
wo rthw hile to quote it he re. It he lps t o emphasize
ho w t he beautifu l gro u nds of Am bassador Co llege
do work to brin g a proper type of recognition to
the Work of God:

Dear Mr. Armstrong,
I want to congratulate you and your landscape
staff for winning the 1914 Professional Grounds
Main tenance Award.
I read an article on the campus grounds in the
October 1915 issue of Grounds Maintena nce,
which is a t rade maga zine on landscaping. T he
campus is bea utiful, es peci ally in front of
Amhassdor Hall. I am glad you received recogni
tion for your staff's hard work .
Though not baptized. [ have been associated with
the Worldwide Churc h of God for severa l years. I
too k a summer job at a golf course as assista nt

GN - BOOKLETS UPDATE
We are beginnin g to get a clear picture of vread

ers hip feedback" on the Nove m ber GN and the
results a re very encoura gin g. The number of com
m ents has increased dram a ti cally ove r previous
issues. Most of them are posit ive. Gamer T ed
Arms tron g's article on the t rinity h as dra wn the
grea tes t reader respon se so far - most of it fav or
a ble.

Every ar ticle in the November G N drew a
greater than a verage read er response ! This is very
encouraging to those of us on the ed it orial sta ff
because we h ave been trying to publish articles
that wi ll ..t ouch a nerv e" in our reade rs h ip.

In addition , the GN has been undergoin g a lim
ited re ne wa l program. This is being do ne in an
effo rt to el imi nate some of the "dead wood" on the
mai ling list. We woul d ra ther have a sma ller n um
be r of active, responsive, involved subscribers than
a large number of inactive ones. \Ve are st rivin g to
develop a quality readership for the GN since
t hese people represent potentia l future mem bers
of t he Churc h.

The t ota l number of English GN 's printed In

Oct ober was 330,775. We expect that nu m ber to
drop somewha t with the ensuing months due to
the renewa l, then rebuild again. A very en cou r
ag ing note is that we were ab le to add 10,733 bra nd
new subscribers to t he GN list in October!

We h ave t wo new booklets, one of whic h is
printed and the other we are expecting from the
Press a ny day now: Principles of Healthfu. l Living
(available ) and The Pale Horse - Pestilence
(coming near t he first of the year) .

Weare coming out immediately wit h a new
reprin t ar t icle ca lled "How to Reckon the Day of
Pentecost." T his should be ready in a cou ple of
weeks. We decided no t to wait unt il next su m mer
to print this as many wish this informat ion now . It
wilt be ru n in the GN nex t su mm er if ev erything
goes according to p la n, howeve r. Please announce
t h e a vail a bili ty of t his rep rint to yo u r con grega
t ions righ t away.

Also a va ilable soo n is a ne w re pri nt on "Bapti sm
to- the Dead" by Lester Gra bbe.

- Brian Knowles
GN-BO OKLET$ Managing Ed itor

Pasadena

Description of Mail
Radio & TV
Pla in Tr uth
Good News
Advert isin g
Booklet Cards

November Mail
12,426

15.332
897

1,61 4

_.:t,4~Q

33,719

Year to Date
206 .271
126 .570

, 2.076
26 ,345

.4 9,5.29
420,782

)
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gr ou nds-keeper wh ich is where I read of your
a ward. I know h ow much h ard work goe s in to
keep ing grounds pretty so please congr atula te
your s ta ff for me .

Your frie nd ,
K aren w a rsin g

With this happy a nd encou raging note, we'll end
until next ti me.

- Richa rd Rice

LETTER COMMENTS
Lives Changed By the Work

Mai l Processing Center regularly receives letters
showing the results of God 's Work - lives
ch anged by the broadcast , telecast, literat u re or
just t he example of members and ministers . It is
gratifying to see how God 's Spirit h as m oved in
these people's lives an d the wa y t hey have been
completely turned around. T he first letter is
anonymous, bu t it is so moving, we t hought it was
a good one to start with .

" Your organiza tio n has turned me from an athe
ist, sick-mi nded, depressed and una chievin g (and
nearly alcoholic), dehumanized so ul in t o a reli 
gious, happy person with an incredibly brigh t
fu t ure ahead of me. I'm not signing t his because I
don't want any thanks. My knowing t hat God
knows wha t 1 have don e is enough."

- Anonymous,
Cleveland,OH

" I have been reading and listening to yo u and
yo ur father since a bout 1961 and you have really
do ne a job on me. I, at the time, was t he most
sinful creatu re that ever lived . Quit e lost, hateful ,
mea n, a brawler, liar, hypocrit e - you name it .
An yt hing evil, t hat was me. 1 have only an eighth
grad e educa tion and 1 can read , but don 't under 
sta nd big words. 1 keep looking up in the diction 
ary to see wha t yo u are talking about. 1 wouldn 't
be reading the Bible except M r . Arm st r ong
explains it so easy. A guy even like me can under
stand it. If I ca n stand before God and be a ccepted,
it's beca use of He rbert and Garner T ed Arm
st rong . Thank you."

- Russel Klu g,
Salinas, CA

" I bless the day 1 discovered you on televis ion
t h ree years a go. 1 had no idea what or wh o
Ambassador College was. Your subject was 'A
Theory for the Birds: I thought it was a wildlife
m agazine. I sent for it a nd then found out what
Pla in Truth really was . I sent for the Bible study
course and many of the booklets on different sub-

jects. Though somewhat late in m y life, I have at
la st found a church that gives me all I have been
searc hing for.

" I am happy to tell you recently Mr. Va nce
bapt ized me. T hanks to you , as a n a mba ssador of
God."

- P auli ne Grugel
Wayne, MI

" I have been in t ouch with God 's Work since, 1
believe, the late 1950's. I received my firs t Plain
Truth in December, 1963. 1 have since rece ived
almost every piece of literature from yo u t hat I
have hea rd about.

" R ecen tl y I sent a lit tl e card to you whi ch
resulted in a te lephone call from your minister of
th e Cincinnati East Church . With my invita tion
he visited with my fa mi ly and myself in my hom e.
This was a man tha t I rea lly enjoyed meetin g. H e
was so frien d ly , sincere, and helpful that I ha ted to
see h im terminate the visit. H e in vited us to
attend Sabbath services the next Sa bbath, whi ch
we d id.

" T a lk a bout meeting n ice people, wo w! As we
were waiting in the hall , my fourteen-year-old son
turned to me and said , 'I've never seen so many
fri endly peo ple before in my life : La t er when my
wife a nd ten-year-old daugh ter joined us, my
da ughter said , 'Daddy, these sure a re a friendly
bunch of people: I m ust say my wife and 1
received the same im pression.

" If all your ministers a re of thi s ca liber and even
a small percen t age of the people are as happy,
radian t , a nd cheerful as t he ones we have met , I
feel you are doin g a lot of good . We a re looking
forward to spendin g a lot more Sa bba ths with
God 's people.

"T ha nks a lot for allowing me to have a small
part in t h is Wor k."

- J oh n R. Abbott ,
Morrow, OH

" T his past Sabbath J was privileged to attend
my firs t service in God 's Church . It was really a
remarkable a nd wonderful experie nce, truly differ
ent and above that of a ny ot her churc h I've ever
gone to. The people of the Churc h were so very
frie nd ly an d nice a nd t hey all seemed radian tly
ha ppy. H ow unlike the funera l-type services of
most other religions! I'd been studying your litera 
tu re for m any years and a lways longed to go, bu t
t here is no church in my city . I tried. to content
myself with a Methodist church, but fin ally I
co uld no longer stand their vain repetitions of
variou s creeds and empty sermons, and I called
Pasadena to find the minister nearest m e. The
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minister drove a long way to visit me and was
extrem ely nice and very helpful. T he following
day another member of the Church call ed me and
not only in vited me to services th e co ming Sab
bath. bu t also arranged a ride for t he long t ri p for
me. Really, how many peop le would make such a n
effort for a s t ranger? a nd t he service Wag all I
expected a nd much, much m ore. It was really
fantastic! Never in a ll the ch u rc hes I've ever
attended h ave I heard the Bible taught so deeply .

" In a life t im e of a t tending various mainstream
ch urches, I n ever learned 1/ 8 as much as I've
learned sinc e becoming involved in the Work . I
th an k God for that day I turned on t he television
a nd sa w GTA for t he firs t time. It was a d ay t hat
changed my life. I will a lways be gra teful that God
ope n ed. my mind to receive His beautiful t ruths,
when so much of t he world is so deceived."

- Rebekah Druce,
Bryan , TX

" I'm only sixteen years old bu t I know t ha t if it
hadn't have bee n for 'Greet ings frie nds around t he
world: I never would have know n true life.

" My paren ts used to quarrel and bicker con
stan t ly be fore we came in con ta ct wi th God's
C h u rch. There ha ve bee n many nights that I
would la y awake wishing that I cou ld run away 
so mewhere a way from t he m. Don 't misundersta nd
me. I love my parents an d always have . T hey've
also a lways loved me. But it 's hard on a 5·, 6-, a nd
7-year·old ch ild listen ing to const an t fighting .

"God's Ch urch and your voice changed all that !
W e are in ou r fourth year in God's Ch urch a nd I
ca n h onestly say that t hey ha ve been t he best
years of my sh ort life and I shall ne ver forget
them."

- Sa rah J acks,
Star City, AR

" At long las t I have found what I' ve always
been loo kin g for. My spirits are lifted. I feel like a
ne w person . And I am goin g to be bapt ized in two
weeks. I ca n 't wait for the day when I can become
a true mem ber of t he Worldwide C hu rc h of God .
What a wo nderful feeling you get , so full of the
t rue Words of God . The meanings a re so p lai n .
Jus t to thin k aft er all t hese years of emptiness I
have gotten the chance to know my Sa viour, J esus
Ch rist. as I want to know H im . I am bein g put
down but ins tead of fee lin g bad. so mehow I fee l
good. At lon g last I feel I have found myself and
my God. Blessed. be Ga rne r Ted Ar m st ro n g
because that is where it firs t began - on television
one d ay last year. I turned. it on and there he was.
Since th en I knew it was for me. Befor e 1 was

always heartbroken and sad , al ways sick and "'
d id n 't ca re for life. Wh at a difference this has }
made !"

- Mrs. My rtle Brunelle
Willis ton, VT

"~y life has been cha nged by th is Work whi ch
y ou are doing. I have ch an ged my attitude. You
have changed. my way of life, the way I thin k, the
way I live and things I say. I want to t han k you
ag a in for the opportuni ty to be a part of this
fam ily o f God a nd the invitat ion to come in to
God's t rue Church . l am suppo rting you wit h
prayers. W hen I think on th is great Work and
what it really means to you and how a n ever
loving Alm ighty God has mercy on us . it brings
tears to my eyes - salty tears of joy, peace a nd
ha ppiness.

"T han k you for your help and love . You have
helped me find a reason for livi ng. God has given
me H is way ."

- Dou glas Eiland,
Opp, Al

·' 1 can't begi n to tell you the cha n ges t hat h ave
ta ke n p lace in my life s ince I have received t he
knowledge of the truth of God. At 26, I feel my life
is just beginning! I became aware of a ll these
thin gs in my la te teens, and made a feeble attempt
a t livin g God 's way, but soon feU bac k in t o the old
ru t of h uman nature. T wo months ago, for no
a p paren t reason (I'm sure it was God 's intention ),
I s tar t ed goin g through the literature a nd Bible
Co rres po ndence Course lessons I'd kept a ll those
years, an d before I knew it , I had s ta r ted all over
again , o n ly t his time wit h an end in sigh t , n o
doubts a nd , I was happy to find, no restraints from
my husband a nd ve ry little crit icism from h is fam
ily . My m other is a member of t he Sacramen to
C h u rc h a nd wh en [ feel that I'm fully prepared
an d have the t ransportation to t ravel the 50 miles
t here, I' m going to spen d Sa bbaths there too. I
just wanted to thank you again for t he won derfu l
wo rk y ou 're doing and to let yo u know one more
has fina lly been reached. God bless you in you r
efforts to reach others and to keep t hose you have
already gathered toget her in Christ 's name."

- M rs. Julie Hen ness,
Garden Valley, CA

" If I h ad received a million dollars t hrou gh t he
mail, I would not have been happie r as whe n I got
the wonderfu l boo klets you se n t to me. Beca use of
you, I u nderstand the Word of God for the firs t
time. )

" I have m ore peace and healt h t ha n I' ve had for
years.
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" I wish all the people in this world would have
the good fortune as I have in kn owing about your
wonderful Work for God .

" I thank you and God you have made m e on e of
the receivers. .

" It has made the differen ce of heaven and hell to
me.

"All the m oney in the world cou ld ne ver pay for
wh a t you all have given t o me. A door opens up t o
so methi ng I' ve never known or cou ld never have
know n withou t your good works.

" I want t o learn a ll there is to know. I have lost
so much t ime. I am hungry for unders tandin g t he
precious Word of God. You are the on ly wa y I
know to get t ha t understanding."

- Martha Manley ,
J ewett, TX

"To greet you as such has long been my desire.
Three week s ago a fter Sabbath services, at lon g
la st, Mr. Shuta of the Rochester, Minnesota
Ch u rc h baptized me. So now after be ing withou t
a n earth ly father for 40 years, I have gained one
who can never just go away. And who could ask
for a more special family relationship than wit h
Jesus, the strong br other to lean on and look up
to? It is a specia l t h ing to know there are so man y
peop le working on t he published pieces that
open ed and led my mind to this step. For about 15
years I ha ve heard the radio broadcasts over
K X EL and they helped. When Mr. G. T . Arm 
strong s poke in Minnesota , m y sis ter and I
atten ded all sessions. All the background is fu ll of
d edicated peop le who want the Work t o go on so
I'm privileged to become a member."

- Vienna Frideres,
Algona, IA

"After Ch u rc h this past Sabbath I was baptized .
I haven 't the words to say how I feel. The firs t
time I a t tended God 's Ch urch in August 1973, I
co u ld not think that by no w I would be a ba ptized
m ember.

"If I had walked int o a building full of God's
angels, I would ha ve had t he same feeling. I
thought each person there wa s surely a saint. I
have now made many friends . These people are
human but so very nice.

" I know there a re horrible problems in the
world, but I feel so happy. I feel like I'm just going
to explode. How can things be better. I've waited
all m y life for this. From the time I must have
been ten or so and said looking at a calendar, 'T he
seventh day of the week is not Sunday,' I have
looked for the truth since. I never found anyone
saying what the Bible said, until I firs t heard Mr.

H erbert W . Annstrong on WPIT Pittsburgh ,
Pennsylvania . And here I am t oday , the happiest
girl in the wh ole US A.

" It is raining today, but I feel like the su n is
shining. I am so happy, so thrilled God has also
picked nothing me!"

- M rs. John Henry , Jr.,
Mill Run, PA

"Your Pla in Troth maga zin e su re tells it lik e it
is . I have learned a lo t a bou t the Bible, and life in
genera l from your write-ups. I am beginnin g t o
understand God in an entirely different per
spective than what I had bee n taugh t fro m child
hood. The fantast ic and weird stories I had been
told about the terrible, eternal tortures of hell fire
that awaited me at death, if I d ared step out- of
lin e and wandered away from God's laws of life. I
wa s taugh t that false pagan doctrine, t he immor
tality of the soul, that a t death on ly my body died
bu t m y sou l lived on in a conscious state with
memory a nd feeling, and went to heaven or hell, t o
know bliss , or t errible painful torture, either saved
or lost, even before the Great White Throne Judg
m en t. As a young chi ld wh o didn't then know or
understand the true ways of God, I was frighten ed ,
not daring to question t he Bible, and not knowing
I was being deceived, I looked upon God with
dread and great fear, and I withdrew from Him as
I would a rattlesnake, or a black widow spider .
Torture of a ny living cre at u re I just cou ld n 't
accept. I j ust could n' t understand a God of love
and m ercy , wh ose wh ole personality could sud
denly change to a cruel God of t errible wrath and
vengea nce, wh o would t orture H is creatu res in fire
through a ll eternity, with no chance of escape. I
felt something was wrong with this wh ole concep t , .
but until I got t he plain t ru t h a bout the Bib le and
its true meaning, my life was a con t in uous night
mare, I was truly groping my wa y in the dark, I
was really lost. Dreading and fearing eac h passing
da y, m y life had no goal or purpose, bu t thanks t o
the Church of God, I now see the light . I now have
a goal, and believe me I will pass that light on to
other poor souls walking in darkness, fear and
frustration , wondering why they were ever born. I
now understand that great God of love and mercy,
who said, if you love me keep my commandments,
for this is the way to eternal life , but if you reject
m y laws, this is the way to eternal death, come
unto m e and live. God bless your great ministry ,
N o other church, that I know of, teaches the real
Bible truth like you do. God bless you."

- Clifford Pratt,
_ Dover-Foxcroft, ME
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" I was to the point where I was hating everyone
"""': mostly myself - these books are really helping
me bu t I s t ill have a long way to go. Before I
sta rted getting interested in Gamer Ted Arm
st ro ng's television specia ls, 1 was in a terrib le emo
t io na l state where I thou ght my hubby a nd boys
would be better off withou t me, bu t now I'm really
trying to clean my mind through these booklets.
Thank you."

- J ea n Shaw,
Gasto n , NC

LETTING THEIR LIGHTS SHINE

" I a m very in te res ted in the Wide World Ch urc h
of God.. Wi ll yo u please se nd me t he Pla in Truth
an d a ny ot her literature that 1may have.

..A dear a nd precious lady that l met he re in
Parkview Hospital has been dis cussing t he Ch urc h
and 1 am convinced t hat this is t he ch urch for m e.
Mrs . Mary Harre is her name and she has been a
member since 1973. S he has had such an im pa ct on
me that as soon as possible, please send me the
litera ture. S he has as ked me to prove a ll th ings for
m yse lf and not ju st ta ke her word for it. So tha t is
wha t 1 want to do."

- Mill ie Ma xine Wise,
Pueblo, CO

" W e are friends of so me of your Ch urc h mem 
bers in India na pol is. Through t hem we bega n
reading some of your pam phlets and watchi ng T ed
Armstro ng's television show. We would like to
ta ke this opportunity to te ll yo u t hat we have
ne ver see n or read anything like what yo ur
Ch urch prints a nd televises.

" Wha t this Ch urch is do ing is a lm ost unbeliev
ab le t o us. I t is really hard to explain how st unned
we are a bou t what we read and what we see your
Ch urch doing, a t no cos t to m illions of people'! We
ha ve just begu n attending the co ngregat io n in
Ar lington He igh ts , Hh nols , and we a re very
im pressed with Mr. George Mee ker and the con
grega tion in genera l. If God. has on ly one true
Church , as you explained in your pam phlet , most
certa in ly t he way in which you r Churc h gets the
Gospel to the people is t he way He would want it
done ! You do t hin gs like no other Ch urc h in the
world! (T hat we kn ow of.) Also , t he action s of
your mem bers sh ine a light before men, that we
see their good works, and t hey do glorify our
Father who is in hea ven .

"T ha nk you for a ll the kn owledge we have
ga ined fro m the relatively sma ll a moun t of infor
mation which we have bee n exposed to, and we
look forward to reading any a nd a ll materials

which yo u prin t . Excuse th is so mewhat over.
excl am a tory letter, but you have no idea how
as ton ished we a re over many thi ngs!"

- Mr. & Mrs. Raymond Re ga n,
Wil mette, IL

" I' m new to t he Ch urch, a nd am not ba pt ized . I
was introduced to it on ly a couple of weeks ago,
but in tha t time I've become sure this is t he
Ch ur ch.

"T he people l have met in t h is loca l Ch urch are
the most wonderfu l I've ever known. Since I've
been studying, I fee l more a t ease, a nd my mind
feels more at rest , even now ou t of work a nd
bro ke: '

- ~1ichael L. Gase,
Parkersburg, WV

" I attended my first service a t St. Petersbu rg
th ree weeks ago. I was ama zed how everyone was
so frie nd ly , from the time I parked the car - even
the pa rking attendant was friend ly . I met so many
people t hat I do n 't reme mber a ll t heir names. It
was so d ifferent from any Chu rch I eve r at tended .
1a m sure I will continue to a ttend."

- Mrs. Ru th Simpson ,
La rgo. FL

" I would like to say that my first two visits to
the Wide World Ch urch of God were beautiful.
Everyone was so kind a nd welcomed me with open
arms. It is such a wonderful fee ling to be where
God. is - to feel Him to be so close. No wonder t he
mem bers worship so ent husias t ically! I wa n t to
spe nd every Sabbath in God 's Churc h."

- Rhonda Hotley ,
S t. Charl es, MO

" I am one of yo ur baptized members of God 's
Ch urc h, but my h usband isn 't . He's not hostile
though - is usua lly unders ta nding a bout most
th ings. Recen tly one of your t ra ined m inisters (or
ra ther assistant ministers) ca rne here and spen t a t
lea s t 6 hours of va lua ble time with my husband.
Now, I felt that th is was a very generous thing to
do in view of the fac t that my husband has not
shown any interes t a t all in the Churc h. I felt t hat
Mr . T om S tein back was taking up time with Curt
when he could have been wit h a prospective else
where - not that my h usband isn 't because I pr ay
eac h day for God to call him. Bu t I wanted you to
kn ow how m uch I apprec iated one of your fine
m inisters. They are all t ru e exam ples of what
God 's H oly S pirit is all abou t . You kno w, Mr.
S te in ba ck got ou t in our ga rden and plowed ou r
mule with Curt. He had never plowed before
ei ther! Curt was rea lly tou ched by a ll of his since-

)
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ri ty and eager-beaver attitude about t hi ngs. J ust
wa nt you to know a bou t on e more of God's work
ers here on this earth - Mr. Tom Stein back! "

- Mrs. Curtis Hudson.
Waynesboro, MS

" I have taken u p an offer at the end of severa l of
your books, which invites us t o request a visit by
one of your ministers in to our hom es. A response
came several days ago in t he for m of a telephone
ca ll. A ma n named Jim R osentha l ca lled to ask if
we ha d a ny questions or wou ld like him to come
ove r. I was quite enthusiasti c about it , because I
had a couple hundred. questions to get answered
since 1had been poring ove r your book lets.

" I was certainl y not disappointed . I found him
to be a highly intelligen t a nd unique indi vidual

who see med to kn ow exactly wha t he was ta lking
abou t . We conversed for a couple hours and
decided t hat it wou ld be a good idea for my sis te r
and I t o a ttend a se rvice at your mee ting pla ce in
T rumbull . Connecti cut.

" You have no doubt heard t his before, but it
bears repeatin g. I do not dispense pra ise indis
crimina tely, bu t the work you are doin g cannot be
praised enoug h. The impact you have had on my
life, I hope, is one that will soon tu rn my life-styl e
a rou nd one-h undred-eighty degrees. Like everyon e
else. I need it despera tely . As you ca n probably
te ll. I have a lot of wor k to do. When so meone does
me a favor lik e you have. I just have to tell him ,
"Thanks.' Keep up the good work."

- F ried rich Boettger,
North Haven, CT
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Ministerial
Education &

Training

A LOVE OF LEARNING
M ea ty sermons , wise cou nsel, and sou nd jud g

m ents are all good fruits of a well -stocked mind.
The m ind might h a ve to be endowed with m ate

rial talents a nd perhaps a n infusion of the H oly
Spirit , but to prod uce those fruits it would also
ha ve to be able to draw on good and full stocks of
kn owledge.

T o get better sermons, wiser cou nsels and h ap 
pier congregations, we need to focus our educa 
tional attentions on to the mind of the counsellor
or the sermon giver, and onto how well it is fueled
with essent ial stocks of knowledge.

Powerful Knowledge Attlludes

In many ways, the quality and volume of a
person's kn owled ge is determined by the att itudes
he holds towards the concept of kn owledge itself
- and wha t a variety of concepts and a ttit udes
t here are towards kn owledge a nd its acquisition!
M any of these attitudes are short sighted and
n egative and can red uce the inflow of kn owled ge,
in t o the mi nd that h olds them, down to a slight
t ri ckle or a few miserable drips.

Since speaking a nd cou nsellin g, and t he kn owl
edge t ha t backs t hem, is suc h an im portant par t of
th e m inistry , we wan t to examine a few pop ular
co ncepts and see their effects on minis teria l think 
ing.

The Gen esis of Knowledge Attitudes

We h av e to take a lon g look back over our
shoulder into our earlier years to find out where
many of ou r attitudes towards knowledge a nd t h e
process of knowledge acquisition came from.

Sch ools and colleges have, by virtue of their
educational funct ion, tended to put a fen ce around
knowledge and laid legal claim to it as t h eir own
property. It belongs to "a cadem ea." If you wan t
k nowled ge, you have to go to them to get it. This
is the way society is set u p and unless your family
was very rich and you had a private t u tor, you
went to schoo l - to the knowledge dispensary 
to receive and obtain your su pply . Alon g with the
kn owledge acquired at school, we a lso a cquired
our attitudes and con cepts towards knowledge

itself. T hese attitudes and concepts h ave contin 
ued to powerfully in fluen ce our k nowledg e ecqui
sition long after our sc hool years were over.

What are so me of t hose attitudes and h o..... h a ve
th ey affected us in la ter life?

One of the m ain attitudes con vey ed by the tra 
di ti ona l kn owledge purveyers is t hat knowledge
comes only from a cademea . It is received on ly
t hrou gh teachers and comes only fro m books. and
you get more of it a fter passing t hrou gh more and
more painful examina t ions. The process dra gs on
and on for years and many t im es is adm in istered
by boring teachers on t he pa y ch eck t rea d mill
utter ly disinterested in their jobs.

The effect of this tradit iona l, bo ring, edu ca 
t iona l ma rch fro m kindergarten through high
school creates in a pe rson a feelin g to.....ards know l
edge like he has for nasty medicine.

H e thin ks to himsel f, "T his s tu ff is su pposed to
be good for me, and I need it for life so I am goin g
to get jus t as much of t he nasty s tu ff as I need a nd
not a drop more."

What a n educat ional tragedy! This attitude can
remain for life - shutting off the flo ..... of kn o..... l
edge acquisition down to a slow trickle or a few
essential drips.

In many people, because of their traditional
educational experience, knowledge is subcon
sc iousl y associated with boredom. unpleasantness
a nd pain . And t he associa t ion is very stron g and
exerts a powerful negative effect ag ains t knowl
ed ge acqu isition throughout life.

So. on e of t he greatest t reasures of life, one of
the mos t useful tools for life. one of the greatest
p ow ers in li fe is t here by thrown away a nd
regarded as unpleasant and unimportan t.

A Hea lthy Attitude Towa rds Knowledge

One of t he first steps to a healt hy at ti t u de
towards knowledge is to discover, or rediscover, its
intrinsic personal worth and va lue and impor
tance .

There are in dividuals and instit utions with a
deep regard and high respect for knowledge and
the po wer it can give them . Both government and
in d us t ry realize that knowledge is a vital power.
Every year they back u p this realization wi th
multi-billion dollar research and d evelopmen t pro
grams. The knowledge secrets harvested as a
result are turned by industry into-n ewer and bet
ter p roducts. This gives them the edge 'OVer the
competition and greater economic power in mar
ket p laces.

•- ---._---_._--~---------------_.-=~..-._ -
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The govern ments usually tum the resul ts of
t heir knowledge investmen ts in to be t ter bo mbs,
missiles and military hardware . In a sense, t he
su rrend er of J a pan in World Wax 11 was the direct
resu lt of a knowledge investmen t that cam e to fu ll
fruition at the University of Ch icago in 1942.

S uch in ves tm en ts give one gove rnmen t a n edge
over o the r governme nts and greater po wer in the
polit ica l are na. T hese institutions don 't rega rd
kn owledge as a n iner t. unimpor ta n t thing bu t as a
vita l and dynamic tool produ ctive of useful and
precious resu lts.

In a sense t his is the biblical view. For thou
sands of ye ars, th e Bible has proclaimed this vie w!

Get sense, get kn owled ge, a t a ny cost , ge t
knowledge - nev er lea ve her, an d she will guard
you, love he r a nd sh e will take ca re of yo u, prize
he r and she will pro mote you , and brin g you t o
hon our, if you will em brace he r, she will adorn
yo u with char m and crown you wit h glory {Pro v.
4:5-9 - J fftt) .

H a ppy is t he ma n who ga thers wisdom. t he
man who ga ins knowledge: he r p rofits are richer
tha n silver. she brings in more t ha n gold; she is
more precious t han rubies, no tNasure ca n com
pa re with her ; long days lie in he r right ha nd ,
wea lth a nd honour in he r left ; her ways a re ways
of t ra nquil ea se . a nd all he r pa ths are bliss [Prov.
3:1;J· 17 - .Ufttl_

Better ge t wisdom t ha n gold , better choose
knowledge t ha n silver IProv. 16:16 - J ff tt).

T he way govern ments a nd business go after it ,
a nd t he wa y the Bible talks a bou t kn owled ge,
ce rtain ly doesn 't make it sound like nasty med i
cine a t all . rt does no t sou nd u nimportan t . Appre
cia t ion of kn ow ledge and recogni t ion of its potency
are two of the first steps t o a hea lt hy at ti t ude
towards kn owled ge.

Knowledge Disincentives

In spit e of a ll the glowing co m mend at ions in
pra ise of knowledge and its acquisition, t here are
man y kn o wledge d isincen t ives. One big d is
incentive is crea ted by the na rrow, boo kish co n
no tat ion given to know ledge by some educational
custod ia ns. T his is do ne by iso la t ing a little seg 
me nt from the end of some broad field of know l
edge and focusing everyone's attention onto tha t
one piece . and proclaiming: "This is knowledge!"
In actual fact. there are realms of excit ing areas
a nd methods ou tside t hese narrow pedantic co n
fines. Most never discover t hem .

T ext books wri tten by academic a uthors a nd
t hen mu ttered to pupils by du ll tea chers isn't t he
on 1y me thod of knowled ge ac quis it ion . There lies a
wl .ole excit ing world ou ts ide - off tha t d u ll tread
mil l concep t.

Methods 01 Acquisition

Knowled ge ca n co me in t he fonn of a p rofou nd
thoug h t entering you r mind as you wa lk through
the woods or sit by a campfire at night. No boo ks
in sigh t - not a teacher for miles - yet a
profo u nd t hough t a ll the same, powerful enough
to influence your life. No exam ination to pass. no
degree to obtain - j ust a t t ract ive know led ge 
knowledge whispering in yo ur ear a nd in to your
m ind.

I t co ul d be in the excitin g dept hs of a spy novel
or a wes tern that a signi fican t t ruth of human
nature is m ade clea r to you a nd con firms the su b
co nscious conceptions that ha ve t ugged at you r
m ind for years.

Perhaps it's with a n aqual ung st rapped to you r
bac k an d enough lead cl ip ped to you r bel t . d rifting
we igh tlessly in underwater sile nce, tha t you real
ize t he as tou nding power and me n tality behi nd
t he creation . You 're no t dressed. for the classroom
but you have experienced a fa ith filled realiza t io n
j us t t he same.

It 's s t range that all those ways of learning have
a pleasant a nd fun filled a tmosphere abou t t hem
- the ca m pfire - the nove l - the swim. This too
is knowledge even though academea .....ould not
co nsid er it "degreeab le" knowled ge. Kn ow led ge
doesn 't have t o be unpleasant to be beneficial.
Wise King Solomon knew lon g ago that knowledge
shou ld be " pleasant to your sou l" (P rov. 2 :10 
RSV) .

The Human Uses 01 Knowledge

There are reasons for gathering knowled ge other
th an passing school exams a nd ea rn ing a livin g.
T here are va lid, non-technical, non -ma terial uses
a nd ap plicat ions.

Com puter engineers unders ta nd this in prin 
cip le. The more qua lity in fonna t ion t hey feed in to
their da ta base. all th ings be ing eq ual. t he better
qua lity prin t -out they receive.

Farmers u nderstand this principle. T he more
t hey feed a nd nourish a nd cu lt iva te the soil, the
be t ter t he cro p produced. T hey know that poor
so il cannot produce beyond a ce rta in quality and
yie ld .

J ust as soil nut rie nts ca n en rich a field . so good
knowledge can enrich a mind. From th is rich data
base ca n spring good se rmons, wiser cou nsels.
sou nder jud gm ents and a broade r unders tand ing
a nd concept ion of God Himse lf.

We sho u ld pra y as David did , " teach me good
judgmen t a nd know led ge" IPs. 119 :66 - RSV).
It 's this rea lization that produces a voracious
kn ow ledge a ppet ite.

,
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We can 't have the abomination of pseudo
intellectuality . It must be a genuin e a nd perpetual
desire to obtain as much good knowledge as is
po ssible. This impellin g personal motivation far
excels academic force-feeding and economic neces
sity. Wh en people experience and taste the good
frui ts of their mental investments, t he cycle is
in te nsified. They now have an automatic healthy
a ppeti te for knowled ge that must be fed regu larly .

A love of learning

T he final st ep in a hea lthy knowledge relation
ship is t he creatio n of an emotio na l feelin g
towards knowledge it sel f. T h is is called a love of
lea rn in g. This is the biblical instruction , that
when a person has learn ed t o prize and value the
good fruits of knowled ge, he begins to fall in love
with knowledge so to speak. This is wha t t he Prov
er bs procl aim:

Say to wisdom. you are my darling, call knowl
edge your kinswoman (Prov.18:l 4, RSV).

An intelligent mind acquires knowledge and
th e ear of the wise seeks knowledge (Prov. 18:15,
RSV).

The mind of him who has understandin g seeks
knowledge (Prov. 15:14, RSV).
A mature at ti tude like this usu ally takes p la ce

later in life a s a person sees through, or grows out
of, his ea rly , unpleasan t knowledge at t itudes.

T he minist ry is a profession that has to be con
t in ua lly feedin g people knowledge. And, again the
Proverb says, "the lips of knowledge a re a preciou s
jew el " (Prov. 20:1 5, R SV) .

T he establishmen t of healthy attitudes and a
love of lea rn ing will ass ure you a continual and
am ple supply of knowledge.

-Jim Young
MET STAFF

ADMINISTRATIVE UPDATE
FOR U.S. MINISTRY
Fixed Assets

The replies to our fixed assets survey are a lm os t
all in now and we have a good picture of what your
needs are. Thank you for your ra pid response in
re t u rning t he cards t o us. These items will be
budgeted for in the '76-'77 fiscal budget.

At the moment, we're building a program of
st andards for church operation in order t o assess
t he actual costs involved in the operation of our
local churches . The card survey was on e step.
Eventually we would like to see each man with a
simila r set of necessary eq u ipmen t.

In t he meantime we have to ask that no fixed
assets be purch ased withou t specifi c approval from
Ch urch Administration. At the beginning of the
budget year, the d ivisions were not a llowed t o
budget for fixed assets. In this tight budget year,
the only leeway we were given was to take money
from ot her areas if it was possible. T hat 's the only
a venue we have open to us to su pply you with
equipment. Ri ght now, and proba bly to the en d of
this fisca l year little, if anything, will be available
a nywhere in our budget for fixed asse ts.

If we a re able t o squeeze ou t a few doll ars we
will contact those of you whose needs we know
and supply items on a priori ty bas is. Pl ea se do not
ta ke it on yourself to dec ide you need someth ing
"rig h t now" and arbitrarily buy it out of the
Emer gency Fund. T hat's a direct viola tion of pol
icy . Be ginning with your receipt of this reminder,
we will rej ect any una uthorized purchases and
ba ckcharge y ou pers onally for such it em s.

We don't intend to be unduly harsh , but just a
very vew violators can ca use t rouble for our bud
get . This is a tight budget year and it will take t he
com bine d efforts of all of us to help keep the Work
in a sound fin ancial position .

PERSONAL
Dr. Lochner and family regretfully announce

that M rs . Vernice R. Lochner died early Friday ,
De cember 6. They wan t t o extend their apprecia 
ti on t o the en t ire Church for its love, concern and
prayers during Mrs . Lochner 's lon g ill ness.

Gravesid e services were hel d Tuesday mornin g,
De cember 9 at Mountain View Cemete ry in Alt a 
dena with Dr. He rman Hoeh officiatin g.

* * * * *
Here is a personal no te CAD re ceived recen tly

from Arch Bradley:
"We're resettled in Montana finally and t he new

job is goin g fine . It has proved to be a good deci
sion and so far I'm very glad I made it . My job
consists of straight counsellin g, givin g LQ. t ests,
et c. Nex t step is to qualify t o be a certifi ed sc hool
psychologist - that will requ ire about t hree more
psych classes in college.

" If you ever want to see som e beautiful country
- you're always welcome. We 've bought 22 acres
and plan to put up a log house next summer."

IDEAS
LOCAL FUND RAISING

The primary purpose for congregations being
engaged in fund-raising activities is to provide

(Continued on page 566F)



OPEN FORUM
OPE N FOR U•.., was created to corui nue the same give 
and-take d iscussions conducted during the wo rkslwps of
the .Way, 1974 Minis terial Conference. OPEN FORUM
affordtJ yo u flu> oppo rtunity to free ly exp relJlJ your
thoughts , ideas, opinrons and suggestio ns reg arding any
area which)'Ol.l feel wiU contri bute to th e edification and
stim ula tion of yo ur fellow minis ters . We u'an t OPEN
FORUM to be enco uraging, tlwught-proVQk ing 
a vehicle thro ugh which construc tiv e ideas can be
born.

Blld p lease rt!~mbe" - and pardon our disclaimer
the l' ieu:S eJepress ed here do nat necesiJarily rejket the
offid d policies Or procedures of th e WorldUJide Clw rch
o{ God Or A m bas sa dor College. '...·either do they m'ces '
.m riJ)' rep resent the views of lhe edi torial staff of the
B ulletin.. .'Vor do lMy nec essa rily rejkt: t any absolute
conclus ions Or dog ma on the part of the individual con
tri butor - just food fo r tlwughl and discussion. Send
you r OPEN FORU,U contributions to the B ulle tin, 300
West Green Street, Pas adena , Calif. 91 /23. Be sure to
double space your copy.

A POWERFUL LESSON IN HUMILITY

I was im pressed by an example I sa w recently a t
Sa bba th servi ces here in Pasadena. Mr. Herbert
Armstrong was sitting in the Auditorium just
before t im e for servi ces to begin , and an innocent
little four-year-old boy wandered. up to him and
as ked, " Mr . Armstrong, are you goin g to give us
the sermon today?"

The youngste r was nobody specia l, j ust another
ch ild , but Mr. Annstrong put down his books and
took quite a bit of t ime to ta lk with him. Even
though he was just minutes away from the time
for h is sermon and may have even wanted to think
a bou t it more , he took time to converse with this
lit tle fell ow,

And this is what impressed me. Here was a ma n
who h as met leading sta tesmen around t h is worl d,
who has talked with kings, has dined wit h the
grea t of the world 's societ ies, but had the humility
of a ttitude to spend a fair amoun t of t ime, even
before giving a n important sermon, talking with "a
little child" in the church congrega tion.

Mr. Armstrong could have excused. himself and
turned. to other matters of vital im porta nce, bu t
he didn 't . Instead, he gave the ch ild the same
deference and respect tha t might have been given
a king or head of sta te !

I feel that Mr. Armstrong's example in humility
and honor is a powerful one for all of us to follow .

It's easy to get caught up in our work-a-day

routine and become so in volved with our jobs t hat
we forget that other people have feeli ngs . In this
s t a te of mind, we are likely to come across as
exuding vanity and self-im porta nce - being proud
of what we are - and express the attitude tha t
" lit t le" people don't mean much.

An example might be not answering a memo or
le tte r, re turning a phone ca ll, o r fa iling t o
excha nge a warm greeting beca use, " well , the per
so n doesn 't measure up to my position," or the
ma t te r " proba bly isn 't t hat im porta n t and I' m
busy." Of course , because of our heavy schedules
we ca n' t at te nd to every de tail sim ply due to t he
phys ical lim ita t ions of time , circu mst a nces, a nd
t he fac t that we're human and ca n' t be om nipres
en t . But, the attitude of carin g for each ind ivid 
ual a nd wishing to se rve each one in hu mility can
and sho uld be t here.

Anothe r a re a where we may unknowingl y
offend or d iscourage fellow workers or Ch urc h
members is to igno re, look down on, reject, or to
manifest an attitude of unwelcomen ess toward
them, if they haven 't attained our level of ach ieve
men t or have not been ini t iated into our close
circle of friends.

I believe for us to build a winning team through
out the Church , we must a pply this lesson of
humility to anyone, regardless of h is st a t ion in life.
I Peter 2:16 says, " Honor all men ." There is not h
ing wh ich will turn people aw ay from us more
qu ick ly than the " I am too important to be bo th
ered by you" prideful a ttitude. People need accep
ta nce a nd reassurance , T hey need to fee l they a re
"worth somet h ing" and that their con t ribu t ions to
the Work are important and recogn ized . The spiri t
of ou r brethren can be crushed deeply if they a re
made to feel they are nobod ies and are "a n obno x
iou s bot her" when they approach us about some
matter.

Our ca lling in life as ministers demands t he
exerc ise of humility and loving care for those
placed under our cha rge. And t he sim ple little tool
of just taking time to talk with othe rs , giving them
encouragement and responding to their needs ca n
build bridges of friendsh ip and love as can few
ot her things. This principle of humility is very
important to follow at a ll t imes with all people,
a nd leaves no room for toadish self-im po rt a nce.
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"Be kindly affectioned one to another with broth 
erly love; in honor preferring one another!"
(Romans 12:10.)

- Richard Rice
MPC Division Head

Pasadena

Spokesmen Are Still "Spokes"

In this ever-t urning "wheel" of the Wo rld wide
Ch urc h of God - and one to which we strive to
keep our shou lders - a re many "spokes."

Many of those very effective spokes ha ve
becom e effective through the esta blishment and
perpetuation of Spokesman Clu bs all over t he
world. Probably every deacon , elde r or sermonette
man - with the except ion of a very few - has had
the blessing of bein g in a Spokesman or Am bassa 
dor Clu b. That is quite a testimony to the value of
the clubs.

In the myriad other occupations which Church
of God "brea dwinners" engage, that Spokesm an
Club training has proved to be in val uable in con 
t ribu t ing t o bette r standards of living, t o better
social a cceptance and, consequently, our being
brighter ligh ts in our re spective com m unities.

Mr. Col e mentioned in the Church Adm inist ra 
t ion colum n of the Novem ber 6, 1974 issue of the
Bulletin , that we are not bein g wise if we make
promises whi ch we are not in positions to kee p. In
d iscu ssing pot en tial ordinations Mr. Cole sug
gested that by telling a man he is to be ordained or
eleva ted, based so lely on ou r reco mmendati on , we
may " . . . have scored points with him , bu t if t hose
responsible for fina l decisions reject your recom
mendation , they then m ay look lik e t he big bad
guys at H .Q."

Mr. Cole said, " It is well and good for you to
en courage a man - to help him gr ow a nd t o let
him kn ow you feel he is making good progress 
, _. bu t do be careful not to over-commit yours elf."

Some years ago - at about the time the Lead
ership Training Classes began - there was a cer 
tain "over-commit ment" which ran the Club
members through the gamut of emotions, fro m
elation and anticipation to disappointment and
discouragement.

I don't know if that "over-com mit ment" was
made genera lly wherever clubs were ex t an t , but it
was made in t he club which I attended .

We were told that at t he conclusion of the
Spokesman Club and Leadership Training cours es,
that we would either be accepted immediately to
Ambassador College or would be ordained as Local
E lders. I t was suggested that some "very few "

might need t o take some short refresher course
before being awarded with either.

Unfortunately, those making the promises were
not in a position to back them up. Obviously!

Many graduates were conseq uen t ly thrown in to
a sort of bland limbo of frustration. They had run
the race, finished the course, fought t he fight 
and were now stuc k wi th their bare fa ces han ging
ou t.

"Where do we go from here?" was the cry .
Generally, the leading men in any congregati on

have been club me mbers. When they lose that
weekly masculine atmosphere - la ced with for 
mality and manners - the feeling of product ivity
t ends to diminish , and with it t he productivity
itself ca n lessen. They have the certificate. Club is
"over" for them. What can they do?

With t he recen t CAD re-eva luation of Spokes 
man Clubs under wa y, it might be good to com
pare suggestion s on how that void may be filled in
the lives of our leading men .

In the Font ana, California Club we have experi
mented with the following program : We still have
five speakers each meeting, but two of the five are
graduates. The non-grads remain t otally within
the configurations prescribed in the manual bu t
the grad speakers are all owed up to twelve
minutes and may speak on a ny subject of their
ch oice, including sermonette types. They are then
evaluated only by the director.

They are not in the running for the troph ies .
T hat allows the grad speaker the opportunity to

com pe te only with himself - and al so a llows the
"novice" speaker a certain freedom from pressure
regarding the " polished pro" winning the trophy.
W e benefit from the fine blend of youthful spon ta 
neity and excitemen t with the more calcu la ted
maturit y of the grads - and it results in a fine
club.

Every fifth meeting is comprised. of {we graduate
speakers, and on this occasion they are awarded
trophies a ccordingly . The non-grads a re able to sit
in , without participating, and a ppreciate the
maturity in the speeches.

It provides incentive for the newer men , but,
primarily, it tends to fill the gap which was left by
the abrupt termination of club a ctivities by the
old er men .

There are twenty-six men in the club, and I
can't recall ever seeing twenty-six more enthusi
astic "spokes" in any wheel.

-Bob Smith
, Fontana /Glendora,

Calif .
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extra income for spo nso rin g local events approved
by pastors.

In addition , however, we -are a ware that the
Chu rch must ex pa n d certain areas of se rvice to
brethren a nd the surroundin g com m u nit ies in
order to be the ligh t we want to .be. We are
presenting ideas and gene ral guidelines in a ns wer
to requests for information about fu nd- raising
a ct ivi ti es which will prove profitable mone tarily
an d spirit ua lly , and improve t he public image of
the C h urch.

Types of Fund-Raising Actlvllles

Havin g cond ucted a spo t survey of what pastors
have already done in ways of raising money, he re
are some su gges t ions:

Teenagers washed airplan es in the Mon terey,
Ca lifornia area. Throu gh conta ct of a ch u rch
member who knew several owning planes, teens
were able to hold t wo suc h activi ties, earning $300
each time. Pl anes were washed at $50 each and
wax jobs brought from $25 to $50 ea ch . Rich ard
Gipe ca n be con tacted for more details in this
u n iq ue activity.

W e a lso learned throu gh Ri chard Gipe that
teenagers recycled $600 worth of miscellaneous
products of Bell Indus tries in Sa nta Cruz , Califor
n ia . A con t in u al con t ract was made with t he com 
pany for fu t ure fund-raisin g activities. Again,
con t ac t was made through a loca l member work
ing for Bell Industries a t the t ime.

The above tw o activities show what can be d one
th rough ch u rc h members offeri n g fund-raising
opportu n it ies from comm un ity bu siness. By alert
in g members who have sim ilar con tact in ot he r
loca l areas, it migh t prove success fu l for past ors to
check in to.

For more crea t ive-m inded teenage grou ps , dane
ethons ca n prove lucra t ive. Again, Richard Gi pe
in form ed us that the San ta Ana Y.O.V . cond uc ted
a 24-hour dancetho n where en th us iast ic teens con
tacted ch u rch mem bers , friends and their teachers
to sponsor them each to dance an h our . They
no nnally asked their spo nsors to pay $10.00 per
hou r. One girl danced to the tune of $140.

R um ma ge sales, swa p meets and garage sales
a re other profitable ideas for fund -raisin g. Fred
Davis from P hoe nix, Ari zona told how t he local
ch urch made $ I, Ioo from a rummage sale held in a
su pe rm ar ket pa rking lot. The loc al Women 's C lu b
b- Iped sponsor the activity with members chi p
pinK in by collecting and arranging the items. T wo

over t ruckloads were given to t he Salvation

Army. One can imagine the fav orable image th is
left in the com muni ty.

Another unique fund -raisin g even t was held by
th e Bakersfie ld congrega t ion in California. D an
Orban told us abou t their Hawaiian Luau, called
the "Hole Pu Ball ." Partic ipants dressed in
Hawaiian a ttire wit h full-length evening gowns ,
et c. The ladies made their own clothes a nd had a
Fash ion Show Parade. T he public was invited and
a ll were served a Hawai ian menu prepared by
members. Five hundred dollars was earned as a
result. An added feature to this even t was Dan
Or ba n 's "personal appearance " o n a loca l T .V. sta 
ti on, a n nou ncing the Hawaiian Luau to the com 
munity on three separa te occasions - all free.

How m uch ca n be ea rned at suc h fund -raising
even ts'! In addition to the amounts above, ot her
local groups ea rned $350 from bake sales; $1,250
fr om a ch u rch-spons ored fair; $600 at a combined
ca rmva t-ce m po u t and .$9(X) from ch ari ty games.
And one congregat ion expects to sell grapefruit
over a five-m on th period. How much do they
expect to earn '! A mere $20,000 ! (More details will
be presen ted in the futu re as we learn of their
success. )

W e realize that many pastors h a ve had success 
fu l resu lts in ot her types of fu nd ra isin g in addi
tion to t hose listed here. We urge suc h detailed
acco u nts be se nt to us so we ca n pass t he m on .

M any newspapers usually a llow free ad space
for chari ty events. Spot radio a nd TV time are
offered fr ee for such events as wel l.

Areas of Caution

If any are con tem pla t in g a ctivities where food
or a lcoh ol is sold (especially to the public) m ake
su re proper licensin g fro m city -cou n ty clerks a nd
health authorities are obtained first . Fred Davis
had to purchase a $5 city license in order to hold a
rumm age sa le on a ch ain s tore's parking lot,
a lt h ough t he s tore ga ve free space to th e C hu rch .

Be su re in surance covera ge is cons idered wh en
t ra nsporting groups to and fro m a ny a ctivity . Or,
if homemade rides are provid ed a t carnivals and
fairs, t hat cou nsel is ob tai ned regardin g a ny liabil 
it y risk .

Three a reas of cau t ion shou ld a lways be pro p
erly investigated before a t tem pt in g any fu nd -ra is
ing activi ty:

(1) Ch ec k with local ordina nc es with respect to
licenses and permits .

(2) Contact local health o fficials involving regu 
lations for sa le of food and alcoholic beverages.

(3 ) Cou nsel with insu rance agencies as to acci 
de nt-liability risks .

,.
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A fourth, and maybe more important than t he
rest in overview, is what result a parti cu lar activ
ity will have in public re lations with the commu
nity? Will the Ch u rch image be enhanced or
tarnished'! An y fund-raising activity shou ld per
form a meaningful service to the community .

Local fu nding ca n be a profitable exercise for
pastor and congrega t ion in every wa y. It is an
opportunity for collective effor t (ev en comm u
n ity ); an occasion for social in tegration; a time for
spiritual cohesion; and a n even t for financial
profi t.

BOOKSHELF
You and Youth . by Lawrence O. Richards, Mood y
Press , Chicago, I ll., 1973, 128 pages, $1.95, paper
ba ck

You and Youth is a relati vely short, easy-to
read, ye t dynamic a nd very valuable book . It deals
with underst anding teenagers a nd teach ing them
the Bible.

The author, Lawren ce (Larry ) Ri chards has
m uch experience in you th ed ucat ion. Associated
with Wheatland College in the Ch rist ia n ed uca 
tion depa rtmen t since 1956, Larry Richards is now
working with Wheatland and as a free-lan ce
writ er. He brings three degrees, including a Ph.D .
fro m Nort hwestern Universit y , years of experience
in Christian education, and over t wo t housand
in terviews with young people and t eachers, to bea r
in writing the book.

T he a ut hor uses the book t o give the you t h
worker t he "how-to" aspect of working wit h you ng
people. He feels st rongly the necessit y of impro v
in g teach er-pupil re la tionships in this impor tant
age group. He divides the book in to three gen eral
areas of concern : 1) See the Need, 2 ) Underst and
in g Yout h , and 3) Co mm u nica t ing the Word.

In t he first chapter, the a u thor goes t hrough
three sample teaching formats and t hen shows
where each breaks down and becomes ineffective.
H e goes from t he straigh t, dry , hurried - yet well
pre pared - lec ture, to the wid e open rap session .

In the next chapter, he exa mines you n g people
today - examines what he calls the " push and
pull of cu ltu re." He discusses, in de pth, peer pres
sure and t he desire to be popular - " one of the
group." He discusses the teen years as a time in
which really s ignificant choices must be made,
such as who they really are and what they wa nt to
do with t heir lives. H e shows the need youths ha ve
to identify with others as they try to discover
themselves as persons.

In the next two chapters, t he author discu sses
the stra in t oward independence in our you t h
t oday. He shows we have to gran t them suffic ien t
freedom to become responsible individuals without
gra n t in g t hem outright independence t o "d o their
thing," wh atever tha t may entail. Rich ard s sh ows
t hat youth look at authority differently t han the
older gen eration . Authority must be som et hi ng
t hat is earned. T he youth will give the one claim 
ing authori ty t he opportunit y t o d em onst rate h is
com pe tence to exercise t hat authority throu gh
experience.

Richards shows that the you t h of t oday are
co ncern ed about the " now." Their concern is
focused in the presen t experie nce, and the p res en t
is of u tmost importance. In t eachin g a nd working
with youth, we need to capitalize on the now rela 
t ionship a nd then con nect tha t to t he future.

In the re m aini ng chapters, the t hird section of
the book, the a uthor discusses the a ctual teachin g
situation . H e shows how to build a m utual respect
with t he youth . It is import ant to h ave control in
the "class." Loss of con t rol generally s tems fro m
the t eacher's failure to understand the p roper
structure of the class and h is failu re t o guide it
effectively toward the learning goal. It is not nor 
m ally rela ted to a tea cher's failure t o be an author
ity or because he is too fr iendly with h is student s.

Richards sets u p hi s forma t for s t ruc tu ring a
class s it uat ion, an d shows wh y it works effective ly .
H e asserts that teachi ng must be releva nt and
must mee t t he needs of the youth involved , and
illustrat es general ways to discover wh a t t hose
needs are - with the bes t way by far being fro m
the youth themselves . He shows we have to be

. open with the you t h and prove ou rse lves worth y
of their trust by list ening carefu lly to their prob
lems. He ad vises against a quick " know-it -all,
sh otgu n blast" type so lution to problems they
ha ve been agonizing over for days.

Richards t hen ends by explainin g how we can
help youth develop a proper atti tude toward the
Bible. We have to help them experience what the
Bible teaches . He uses what he ca lls "d iscovery
teaching," where, with the teacher's help, t he
youths are involved in digging out the meaning of
a particu lar scriptu re for themsel ves .

Overall , I found the book exce llen t in a ll
respects. As we begin to p lace m ore importance on
our you t h and working with t hem, we need to
become much more aware of books like this. They
can give us considerable help in working with this
large segment of the Church .

- Mike Blackwell
Assistant Coordinator of Y.O.V.


