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Administration

The summer an d feas t seasons with all of t h eir
a ttendant activities are past now , a nd I thought it
would be a good time to discuss t he P ublic Bible
Lecture program. Many more of you will undoub t 
edly be turning your attention to th e lectu res , and
we felt it would be he lpful at th is poin t in tim e to
bring you up to da te rega rd ing t he pro gram 
how t he public is respondi ng, how the Ch u rch
members themselves are respondin g, what it
means to the churches, to you, and to a ll of us.

Because of the wide variety of responses to the
lectures, we actually don 't as yet have a clear pic
ture of'wh at we can fully expect from this program.
W e feel that this understanding is someth in g that
we can learn on ly through experien ce - y ou r
experience as you deal with the public. The feel 
ings among th ose men who have h eld lectures
ra nge from mil dly ent hus iastic, having had little
success, to "...ildly enthusiastic because of success
beyon d anticipation.

There has as ye t emerged no sure-fire formula
for guaranteeing success. Wh at. seems to work in
one city may fail dismally in th e next. T he onl y
point that does seem clear at th is time is that
metropolitan areas are generally less successfu l
t han ru ral areas. However, even this is n ot always
consistentl y so .

In discussions with a number of men who h a ve
h ad several lectures, some general points h a ve
t ended to cry stal lize. But, bear in mind t h a t in
differe nt circumstances in different cities t hese
po ints might no t h old t rue.

T he first point is that where we have h ad a lon g
h istory of media exposure, m ost peop le will h a ve

been reached by the message to a degree a ppar
en t ly su fficient to sa tisfy their interest or cu r ios ity
about the Church and its work . Where media h as
only recentl y entered an area, say from on e to
three years, there seems to be a peak of interest
sti ll ali ve from which we can benefi t. However, the
metropolitan areas respond considerably less in
proportion even wit h t his st im uli than do the ru ra l
a reas with a history of equal media covera ge .
T here is as yet no way to correlate community
in terest shown wi th lecture attenda nce.

Response t o chu rch attendance seem s t o be j ust
as unpredictable. As Mel Dahlgren experienced , a
good turnout in one cit y can produce little in terest
oth er t han in t he lectures themselves, wh ile ci ties
that produce a smaller tu rnout ca n do t he di rect
oppos ite and produce considerable interest in
church attendance.

Some of the men have become more ca utious in
regard to the number of lectures the y hold . When
large nu mbers of people do attend the lectures ,
some of th e fellows have found themselves wi th
large numbers of prospec t ive members which
require immediate:attention. Some won der if gath
ering together large n umbers of in terested people
distant from a church area migh t work t oward our
detriment if we do not follow up wit h t hem in
t ime. It is possible th at we might in su ch cases be
sowing seed for other organizat ions t o rea p. For

NOTICE
Due to the late mailing of the last Bulletin, the

names of those men to be added to the Bulletin
mailing list had just begun to trickle in when we
went to press with this current issue. Therefore,
most of the men bein g added to the list can
expect to begin receiving the Bulletin with num
ber 20.

- Manag ing Editor
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t his reason please plan yo ur lec t ure se ries with
ca re a nd a nt ici pa te any foll ow-u p wo rk that
becomes necessary.

Perhaps it would be helpful to q uo te a few o f the
fellows w e ha ve talked wi th in order to give y ou
their feelings and impressions as they d iscuss t he
lec tures.

Hoy Demarest termed the lec t ures "exce llen t "
for his a rea. He said between 50 a nd 75 new people
are now a ttending church as a result of t he lee
ru res he held duri ng the last four months. As some
ot hers ha ve found, Roy informs us tha t ad ve rtis 
ing has little a ffect u pon the attenda nce at lec 
tu res in his area. He a ffirms tha t the ru ral a reas
are by fa r the moot prod uct ive. He ha s fou nd some
long -time listeners and ind ica tes that the ne w
mem bers are challenging .

David Bierer te rms the lec tures "very good ." He
fee ls that media as was me n tioned earlie r is a key
factor. He said tha t he had a ten percen t average
in a ttendance where dai ly TV had been sh own the
precious year. As was mentioned by qu ite a nu m 
ber of the fel lows, he reels that the people you deal
with are oriented to their own co m m un it ies a nd
that interes t is directly related to the d istance
they mus t trawl to attend. Dave has expressed.
tha t he feels the loca l ch urch is so lidly behind the
lectures and that the program is very healt hy for
the chu rch.

.Jim Fra nks, who has held th ree lec tu re se ries,
says he finds them extremely helpful. He men t ions
t ha t a n umber of peo ple have been reached who
have bee n long-t ime listeners and Sabba th keep
ers , ye t who have somehow not been m ade con
scious of the fa ct tha t there is a C h urc h..Jim fe lt
t ha t the lectures were good for him and h is co n gre
ga ti on. He a lso men tio ned that ad vertising h elped
t he Ga inesville Bible lect ures. He fe lt t ha t th e
chu rch peo ple WN e very hu ngry for pa r ti ci pa ti on
and the ir response to the program was j us t
exce lle nt .

In the Northeast , Da n Rogers feels the lec t u res
h ave done very well. He feels tha t fo r many it wa s
the firs t oppo rtun ity to really hear of the work .
He is sure that the lectures will definitely he lp the
Church. He has ~J ne ..... people attending ch u rc h in
xfaine. and feels that the membership was spa rked
considerab ly, having looked to them to hand le all
d eta ils for t he preparat ion of the lec t u res. As m os t
o f t he othe r men. Dan has stated that d ista nce is
defini te ly a fac to r in attendance.

:\le l Dahlgren. one of the pionee rs of t he Bible
r.ec t ure program, finds t he resul ts qu ite rewa rd in g
so 1~1. r . He a lso info rms us that d is tance is a facto r.
He said a second lette r sen t to a city in wh ich a
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lec tu re was previous ly he ld prod uced t he sam e
nu mber of a ttendees as did his firs t meet ing. l n h is
experie n ce the mem bers have bee n qu it e eager for
the meetings and they do a ll of t he a rr an gin g for
ha lls a nd a ll the preparat ion ; he finds the wo me n
extremely helpful. Mel has 40 in ch u rch di rect fy as
a resu lt of the lectures and has ba pti zed five
al rea dy . He finds the ch urch benefi t ing a grea t
de a l by the influx of new membe rs.

Da n Fricke ment ions, as a few others have. t hat
t he progra m hasn't had a great im pact o n h is
c h u rc h M ea . hu t adds he is p lea sed hy th e
approach the lectures o ffe r. He fee ls bene fited by
the lectures themselves yet finds m inima l res po nse
to t hem . Aga in. of cou rse , Dan is in a n area t h a t
has h ad a long history of med ia exposu re t o the
\\' a rk wh ich may be a fac tor the re. Dan likes th e
pe rsonal in volvement 0 1' the program. feeli ng [hat
it goes beyond the concept of jus t unin volved " wit 
neseing."

Kelly Ba rfield. who has held eight lecture series
no w, feels that rem its will be more long range. He
feels t ha t we ha ve contacted a nu mber of lon g
t ime lis teners; finds many uo ncommit ta l wit h
not hing yet able to st ir t hem to netinn . Kelly h as
a pp roximately 20 in ch urc h on a more or less

(Con tinued on pope .5 / i)
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GROWTH AND PROGRESS IN THE
GERMAN WORK

G reet ings to all of you from t he staff of the
Bon n Office. \ \ '€' are very glad to have t his oppor
tunity of filling you in on some of the progress a nd
plans in God's Germa n-la nguage branch of H is
Work.

We art" a ll very pleased to have our office h ere in
the nation 's ca pital atter having bee-n 12 years in
Dussel dorf We feel tha t the ad vantages to t he
Work, 85 well as to the staff members ind ivid u a lly,
fa r outweigh any temporary d isadvan tages and
difficulties which may have been in cu rred in t h e
m ove itself The office buildin g we Tent here gives
us close to t ....ice the office space we h ad in ou r
Dusseldorf office for very litt le more t h a n t h e
sa me rent. T he office is loca ted near the mos t
beautiful part of the University of Bon n . wh ich is
in one of t he more pres t igious parts of the city .

God 's Work in t he Ge rman langua ge is r igh t
now preparing itsel f fo r a per iod of fu t ure growt h
and expansion . For t he past I lh years we h a ve bee n
st ro ngly pu rsu ing t he goal of becomi ng fin ancia lly
self-supporting . In order to achieve t his goal it was
n ec essa ry t o trim ou r Germ an PT lis t from 80 .000
to 30.000 su bscribe rs . which we were able to d o
with no negati ve e ffect on ou r income. Need less to
say. we were amazed at ho w much "dead wood "
could accumul a te over a relatively sh or t period ot
ti me.

Begin ning this yea r we began t.o a bsorb a ll of
our pri nti ng. mai ling and dis t ribu ti on cos ts (which
had previous ly bee n paid by Headquar ters ) and at
present we a re almost comple tely se lf-sup porting .

Although t his fiscal year \1,;11 cont in ue t o be an
aus tere one, we are now in a posit ion to be gin a
program of controlled expansion of our prese n t
33,000 subscriber German JYf' list. T h is wi ll be
do ne primarily through ne wss tand distribution of
t he German PT. which once again a ppears in an
attract ive ma gazine format. By J u ne 30. 1976, a
t ota l of 418.(X)() Germa n PT's art" sched ul ed to
h ave been dist ribu ted throu gh newss tands over
t he lQ.mon th period begi nning t his past Septem
ber. T his shou ld begin to brin g us a steady growth
t o our lis t and at t he same time enable u s to reach
a ddit ion al thousands wi th the good news of God's
coming Kingdom.

We are al so presentl y on a program of workin g
m ore intensively with our prese nt German PLAIN
TRUTH lis t , in the hope tha t those wh om God is
calling in to His Work \1,; 11 he helped to make fa st e r
progress . Within the framework of this p rogra m ,
1) we insert a n s-pege re ligious supp lem en t in the
subscriber issues of t he KLA R & n'AH R (Germ a n
PT ); 2) we adver t ise bookle ts and the correspon 
dence COU I"$(' in the supplement and the m a ga ain e
proper; 3 ) we pla n to expa nd the circula t ion of
our German-langu age GOOD NEn'S, whi ch u p
until now has bee n sent only to mem bers a nd co
workers ; and 4 ) beginning in October we will be
co nducti ng open Bible Studies in Ha n n over.
M unich , Frankfurt, St uttgart a nd Ha m bu rg in
W est Germany : Zu rich, Swit zerla nd a nd Vienna .
Aus t ria . \\' e are looking forward to an increase in
chu rch attendance. especially due to the open
s t ud ies.

At present there are eight ch u rches a nd t wo
ou t ly ing Bible st udies in t he Germa n -speakin g
a rea of E u rope. T hese a rt> taken care of by five
m in is ters a n d o ne min is t e r ial assis t a n t. The
ch u rch es are located in Dusseldorf, Ha m bu rg,
H a nnove r , Fra n k fu r t , Stuttga rt , S alz b u rg
(Aust ria), Zu rich a nd Bern (S....itzerJa nd I.

- John Karlson

Circulation
Division

Greet ings ! Just a short report t his t ime on h ow
we did circulation-wise in the mon t h of Septem 
ber.

Hi ghli gh ts for the month inclu de (a ppro x. fi g.
u res ): 111.000 bookle t requ es ts ; 93,700 responses;
43,300 new PT su bscri bers : 5.700 new G N su b 
sc ribers; 3,800 new lit-on ly persons added to o u r
master file ; 3,400 new CC enrollees; a nd almos t
1.600 new don ors. Over five mill ion pieces of lit
were mail ed out during the m onth. The a mou nt of
back -ordered lit was in excess of 84,(X)() by t he end
of the mon th, bu t we a nticipa te recovery from t h is
poor in ventory position by t he end of October.

In general . respo nses a nd reques ts seem low.
Some of t his is undoubtedly due to the in tervenin g
Fea st of Tabernacles va ca ti on when minimu m
processing was done. Cir cu lation fee ls that Octo
ber ....ill be 8 very big month as accumu la ted
reques ts are pT'OCl'SSed.

For instance, we're on ly a t 77.6i of budget in
the boo klet program, bu t th is figure cou ld jump
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back up to near 100$ in October as a ll requests a re
proc essed and back-orders elimina ted.

On the other h and the Feast vacation wou ld
have had lit tl e effect on the Co rrespondence
Cou rse program which is now only BO't of budget.
Circu la tion recommends ad vertisin g t he Course in
bot h the Plain Troth a nd Good News, as well as
occasiona lly on radio.

Likewise , Good News circu lation is at 96 'i of
bud get d ue to new adds being under plan by 59%;
a nd a lthough Plain Troth circ ul a t ion is nea rly on
ta rget , t he ne w adds are no w 11% under pla n .

T V prod uced 28% of all the res po nses; Di rect
Mai l, 17%; Fair Boo ths (now that accum ulated
responses are pro perly precessed }, 16%; Pla in
Truth , 9%; and Rad io, 6%.

T ha t 's it for this time.
- Benjamin R. Chapman

Mail Processing
Mail Processing personnel have been pretty

busy since returning from the Feast. Though we
did maintain a sizeable crew in the donation mail
a rea , mCJ6t of the other areas on ly kept back ske le
ton cre ws so some types of mail d id accu m u la te.
Almost a ll of our backlog has bee n processed no w,
ho wever, and by the end of Octobe r we shou ld be
com pletely cau ght up an d back to normal process
ing procedures. Most of the accu mulated mail was
1I0t of a critical na ture, but in volved items like
mai l retu rns, coupons, and oth er misce llaneous
ca tegories involving non-donation mail.

As of the date this is bein g written (Oct . 28) ,
MPC has received 123,165 letters for t he m onth o f
October, bringing ou r yearly tota l to 1,688 ,670
pieces of mail received. Mr. Ted Armstron g is
schedul in g a specia l letter to go to a ll subscr ibers
in Novembe r wh ich shou ld bring us a good
respo nse in mail at that t ime.

The co upon in the October Good News advertis
in g the ti thing booklet has broug h t in a pp ro xi
mately 10,000 requests, whic h is an encouragin g
factor in the potenti al growth of ou r co-wor kers.
Ano ther interesting item involves t he test o n th e
back of the September 19i5 issue of Pla in Truth .
This test , entitled "T ry Again " has pu lled a n
un us ua lly large response. It seems peo p le enjoy
rr-tong brief religious tests. One su rp rise a bo ut t h is
h:."t is the high number of people who got wrong
answers !

As It Happened

It 's our policy to mail litera t ure to ou r su b 
scri be ra j us t as quickly and econom ica lly as the
United States Postal System will a llow. Bu t so me
t imes delays will occur .

An unusual situation ca me to ou r a ttention
when a letter .....as recei ..-ed ....-ith a pos t mar k 13
years old! E vide nt ly it had fallen behind a cabinet
in a local post office which was j us t rec en t.ly
moved for remodeling . The lady who had writte n
t he letter was still on our tiles and receiving Plain
Truth . We sent he r literatu re, eve n though it wa s
13 years ove rdue , and explained the circu m 
sta nces.

This is all for this t ime. Hope we ca n have m ore
good ne ws about the mail for you next Bulletin.

- Richard Rice

LETTER COMMENTS

CHURCH YOUTH

The new emphasis on youth in t he C h u rch
see rns to have tired. the imaginat ion of th e mem 
bership. Fo llo wing are just a few com men ts t hat
re la te to teac hing child ren on the Sabba t h.

The Problem of Our You th

"T his Work interests me because it teaches
humanity no t only about their great potentia l, but
on ho w every hum an must conduct their personal
lives in our every day-to-day matters as instru cted
in the Word of God.

" Ho wever, to come to the point of this lette r ,
Mr. Annstron g, I feel one aspect of the Chu rch 's
com mission is bein g neglected . Whether this poin t
is im porta nt or no t to yo u or anyo ne else, I fee l it
is im portan t enou gh to wri te to yo u a bout it .
Having visited the loca l Chu rch in the Las Cruces,
New Me xico and EI Paso , T exas areas, my at te n 
t ion focused on the chi ld re n. They were si ttin g
with t heir parents throughout the servi ces. Why is
t he re no type of Sabbath School for these ch il
dren? They are too young to grasp what is being
taught to t he ir parents. T hese ch ildren I refer to
are not ba bies, but grade sch oo l kids a nd o n up to
t heir early teens who ca n also profit by learnin g
God's ways taught in sim pler methods.

"Somet imes I feel children are m ore im po r ta n t
when it comes to teaching them about God's wa ys .
At their age, learning new things, whatever t hey
may be, may lead to st rong impressions in their
character formation.

" Hypo thet ica lly , grown-u ps ca n grow in t he
(Continued on page 518)
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OPEN FORUM "" W< erected to eonh twe iM .ame g i, e .
and·take diJ;c~sio1Lf' conducted durirw 1M wo rks lwp s of
lhe M ay, 1974 Min istf'ria l Canff'rY'n~. OPEN FOR UM
affordJ,- you tnt opportunity to freely express your
though ts , ideas , opinions and , uKResliolis regarding a"."
area u,h,c}, yo u {e-f'1 will ron lribure to the nh/ication and
s timulation of YO/,l T fe/ full' mi n ist,.,.. and d E'parlment
manaKers. We ,1.'(1111 OPEl', FORUM to tH f'noourngifW .
thought-prolJOki fll( - a vt'hide thro~h u.'hieh cons true
lUl('ideas can be born_

& 1piea~ rtmemMr - and pardOllour dudlJ imer 
t.M l ,jeU'S u preUftl M re 00 not lI«Tu a rU) re~ct the
official policWs or pro«m. res of t.M Worldu.'id.. Clw rch
of God or A mbassada r Colkge. N ei1her do tNy n~s·

sarily n prt'foent 1M ,"-elt 'S 0{ the ~torial . taI! of the
B ullRtill_ NQr do t~ necnSQ" I.~' ,.~«t an)' absolu.tl'
ro~lw;ionll or tWRma on ,hi- part of IJw ind,l-uw aJ £"Oil ,

t ributor - jwt {QO(/ for thought and discus sion. s.-"d
your OPEN FORUM ro" tr ihutioru; to iN Buuetin. 300
W est Green Str"t, Pas adena, Calif 9 JJ23 . Be SUTT to
double space your ropy .

SHOULD CHILDREN PARTICIPATE IN SPORTS
ACTIVITIES ON THE SABBATH?

Over the past year or so I ha ve heard on several
di fferent occasions the idea exp ressed that we
sho uld a llow our teenagers to play sports on t h e
Sabbath. The reasoning goes something lik e this :
"Our children don 't have God's spi rit a n d they
don 't keep the spiri t of the law . Since their heart is
at the basketball game they might as well be
there. In fact it is probably best tha t they go s in ce
they need the kind of pe rsonal ity developmen t
they can get there . Besides, why shou ld we a lien 
ate them by keeping them from a wholesom e
a ct ivity ."

The abo ve reasoning h as so m any fallacies in it
that it wou ld no t warran t time an d space in th is
publica t ion except that it is creeping in t o the
thinking of some deacons a nd elders. Therefore I
would like to con t ribute the following t houghts.

1. Would a parent who came to the a bove con 
cl us ion reason the same way toward any of t h e
other Ten Commandments? Would he reason that
s ince his son or daughter did n't have God's spirit it
would be okay for him (or her ) to steal, commi t
a dultery (fornication ), or kill ?

2. Are the Commandments for the converted
only ? An cien t Israel was not converted , yet they
were given 10, not 9, commandments, and t hey
were expected to keep them. In fact breakin g the
fourth commandment was one of the major rea 
sons for going into captivity,

3. Were the commandmen ts given to children as

well as adul ts? The fift h comma nd is pri m a rily
directed to chi ldren . "Chi ldren, obey your pa rents
in the Lord : for this is righ t. Honour y ou r fa ther
a nd m other ; which is the first. com ma ndm en t wit h
promise : t hat it may be well with you , and you
may live long on the earth" (E ph. 6:1-3).

4. Can the unconverted keep the la w in t heir
mind? T he tenth command prohibiting covetin g
ca n only be kept in the mind . Here again the law
was given to the u ncon verted as well as t h e con 
verted. (Maybe we need to define wh a t we m ean
by converted. Does it necessarily mean one wh o is
bapt ized a nd has God 's spirit in t hem?)

5. Deu teronomy 6:7 tells us : "And you sh a ll
teach them (the Command me nts) diligently un to
your ch ildren , and shall talk of them when you sit
in your h ouse, and when you wa lk by the wa y , an d
wh en you he down , and when you rise up."

6. To teach or a llow a child who is u nder your
cont rol to do othe r than keep the Sabbat h wou ld
be a breaking of the Sabbath on your part. T he
parent if; held accountable for wh a t the chi ldren
d o. "T he seventh day is t h e sabbath of the Lord
your God: you shall not do any work, you, n or
your son , rnJr your daughter, your manservan t , n or
y our maidservant. nor your cattle, nor your
stranger t ha t is within your gates .. ," (Ex, 20:10) ,

7. M any times we sell our chi ld ren sho rt. I f we
do our part as parents and the Ch u rch of God , our
ch ildren will understand why they sh ou ld keep the
Sabba th . If they don 't have a des ire to keep the
Sabbath then we've fowled up someplace alon g t h e
line. Letting them break the Sahbath L<; not t h e
correct way to sol ve a prob lem that originated
apart from the Sabbath. The Sabbath is n ot t h e
problem, but is a sym ptom of other prob lems.
What we need to do is find the ca use of our chil
dren's discontent and work at that .

- Gerald Weston
Gaylord-M id land , Mic h.

THE GRAPEVINE - GOOD OR BAD?

W e've all heard a lot about th e "grape vine" 
mostly bad. Well , here are a few ideas on the
subject t hat may provide some food for t h ough t.

Mr. Keith Davis, a professor of m anagement a t
Arizona State University, wrote an article for t he
July 1975 edition of Dun's Ma ga zine, e n t itled ,
"The Care and Cultivation of the Corporate
Grapevine." He stated that the corporate " gra pe-
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vin e IS a natural part o f a com pa n y 's t o ta l c o m
m u n ica t io ns sys te m a nd that it ..a n e xe rt a
s ign ifica n t force within t he co m pa n y hel pin g b uild
tea m wo r k. a nd m or iva t.ing people to wo r k a s a
g rou p. He says it i... 110 mo re "evil" in u sel f t han
t he wea ther and t ha t it ca n he made w hea r desi r
a b le fruit if it is fed . watered, and I ultivuu -d properly .

He t h inks that a live ly grapevine n-tlect s the
dee p psychologica l ru-ed of people. whose co m pa n....
is a cen t ra l part of the ir lin'S. t o ral k a ho u t w ha t -,
going o n and t ha t without it t he c'om p.m y wo u ld
be s ick. He po in ts out t ha t people tend to he ac ti ve
on t he grapevine d uri ng period s r.f ..xcit em e n t a nd
insecu r ity: and t hat people are 111,,~ t . rpt to feed it
when t he ir frie nds o r associa tes ure- In v"lved in t h e
in for mat ion.

~t r. Davis feels t ha t the majo t·i t.... III ;.: r,qH'\' \1l t·
in form a t io n is correc t . a lt ho ugh. mo-t Il l' t h e stc

ries a re incom plete III d t't a il.
\ \ 'ha t t hen. if u nvt hing, is 1'\ '11 "r . b tl g- t' ro u .~

a bo u t the ..jrrn pevinc",' Wel l ... ill m v . tniu io n . lilt:

lns t <r.n e m e nt '1 l1t ' H ·d j.,t1W,'S Ollt' k,· \ ro .ur s we rm e
tha t q uestion . that L~ . " 1110:<t " I til t, ,~r ' l r i t:" ,.; a n '
inco m p le t e i ll .It·t ~III." Each tinu- a -t o rv I~

repented. certain . Iornils are u \ t'r1m ,ked . P eter
Hlau . a ,o\ol'i o lol!i" t frum l't1lumhia L' n iq -r ,.:uy
wrot e . " By the t une wOIn l rem-he-, t h. -' fou rth pe r
so n. a mes sage is li kel v to comuin no mo re than
rive percen t of t he whole <tory."

Ho wever. have you e ver nor iced ' h a l evert whe n
de t ail s a re a bunda nt t hey sometuue-, becom e ";0

scrambled in t ransmissio n tha t rill' tinal mea nm g
ce r nes o u t sadly la c kin,g in atT Ura t'Y. It " lt ke r he
:-to ry of a Colonel who p a s.."t."l l on t llo' folln wi n g
ins tructi ons which I II turn \ H ' l"e pa",.~I'd o n (lo WI\

the lin e:
" ~laj t)r Hea ly . a t (I~ '()O tom Orl"OW t lwl' t' w ill he

an ed ips e of t he S ll il. ,.:ometh illfl \dlic h d oe,:, n' t
occur e\ e ryday. Ha\"e t he cotn p,llly fa ll in \)l1 t h e
s t ree t in f.at i~t'S to "'t't' t his rare phl·IH lme nor l. I
will e xp lain it to thp nwn . If it .~ Ih)uld rai n we
won 't bt' a b le 10 ~ t he eclipst'. han· t he men
muste r in the I!.\'m"·

··Ca pt a in Drew . the Colonel ha,~ on lt' red an
t'{·lipst' o f the su n for t1.l() t om o rruw, It' it rai n,; yo u
Wtm' t he a b le to ,..,'t' it frm ll lilt' "tn·<-' t. so t ht:"
e<: lipse will t a ke place in the I!:v·m. III f.1. tigul''';_
/";a t u rally. this d Ot.""n ·t ha ppt'n e\'t'r.vd;ly "·

" I. ie u t e na n t Al len. t omorrow a t O!,uO Ih e Co lo 
nel "; 11 ho ld a n t'cl i~ o f the s u n in Ihe l:y m . This
,Jol-sn't happen p\·N :v'd a y. If t ht' Colonel giye ,:, tht'
o rde r fo r ra in. m us t;.,r " ; 11 ta ke p la t e in fa t ig-ue s in
t he st ree t '"

" 8t'rgea n t S mi th . a t 11..Il.ll) t omorrow t he s u n w ill
pd ipse the Co lonl'l in fa ti gu es. i ll the ('o m pan .v

gy m . If it ra ms III t he zvm yo u will fa ll ou t III t he
"t ree t .

··O K me n. to morro w if it ra ins the su n will
eclipse t he Colonel in t he gy m. It ·... a s ha m e t hat
doesn 't happen ever.....de v': ..

.-\ second a nd perhaps more importa nt far-to r is
t hat each 01 us vie w a s u bjec t or sto ry from ou r
ow n unique!.... personal perspective. O ne 's attitude
towa rd the su bjects HI a s tor.... will dete rmine what
paris of it a re re ta ined or o mit t ed , \\.t' "t'l' and bear
pretty much wha t we want . This is sometimes
re fer red [0 as "select ive pe rception," .-\ n «cc ur
re-nee o r -r a temen t when rvpeu t ed tends to ra ke
the routijrurntiun which the pl' r.Sllll relating it
«unt.... it to ta ke :

I' m su re VOII all kn ow !low Ih, H it t he l"X ((C(

words are- no t u-ed, the idt'i\ \ 'on v" ,\ L'd , at t houah
-im il nr. may haw a tota tlv diffe-rent im pact, .\
.\ nu ng ma n \~'I."; adv ised 1<) whis pt' r t ilt' foll o w inl!
s wee t -enti ment in to h i...; p rl tril-I\l!'" ea r. "Da r fin a .
to luok in ....o u r eyes makes li me .sl<I nd s rill for me."
Il l' lo rl!o l Ilw I' X; ll' 1 \, . ,rd ill\( and -crid, ·· f) ;I r1 i n~,

,\ 0 11 huvea t.u-e Iha t \\lIuld s t,, 1-' :Io·llwk:··
Even II Ih""lIf1U' \\ords .rre used. ihe uu-u ume

U l ll \'I'Vt"l l • :111 l't, ditlen-ut . .\ C .z-'. :-: t·Il.Hor wns

Ufrl'nd l'(l h:v .1 fellow l:lt· lI\hl.'r of : l1t· <cu.uc wh en
t he lut te r l 'a l!t'(1 hun a lia r. \\'h~ 1l an a po l" gy \\ a.~

dema nded tile ' Itfellt lill j! :-;"nHt llr "a id . ·· :\ l r ..]' lllt-S .

I culled yo u a Ii•u- irs true. lm -orrv." Hue when
pri nted in t he ne ws paper trw quote loo ked li ke
t h i.... " :\I r. -Iones. I cal led .\-'0 11 a li.lr ! IT','" TRU':! r ill
sorry." xame wo rds. hu t 1111' IIlt-ani n g: was dis
torted even when it wa.... in print .

A l1 t-' ~a tive ,.;tory h:l...; t il.\" or ,·art'l t',.."ly rdated
a nd lack ing in the lll·n·~";u'.", d l,t a il. ('a n t: l'o,.;~ I .v

dist ort the llle~"'age . It ht'l ·o n H·...; 11\osl t ra git· w lll' 11
it plan's another per,:,oll in a had light; defa mes h i"
d Hu'aLt t' r : c h ips a way at h is imagol': lltHlt' I"TII 111t'''
o t he l'~ ' I'on tidetlce in h im a nd hi:< l"l"l'd ihilit .\" : o r
,'a uSt'S d i\; sions within l;o,l's ram il.\" . Ye t pa",... in g
un pW'ltll"l! in tnlnw tiOIl ca ll inspil'e t'o u rag e a nd
pro mo te 10\'e. u nity. ha rmon.\" . a nti goml t:hl'e r. It
l ',lIl Ill' like t he pro\-'er hia l !!utld Il t' W:-< from ala r
nlUllt ry.

- Bill Butle r
MPC Co mmu nicat ions Coord ina tor

Pasaden a. Cal if .

ACTUALLY OVERHEARD

III ""'hool, t he t t:"H l' her 01 a nwmlwr ·,.; li tt le htl y
a .... kt.-'d. " \ \'hy \leren·t yOlt in "'chool b SI :\ Iond a y
IIhe tla.v 0 1 .-\tollt' IlW/H j'?" Tht' Iitt It' ho .\-' ;ms\\" t'l" t'd.

" I went to chu rch'" The It-ache r ;\,;kt"l: l. ·· \ \' h a t
dlllft 'h tlo yo u go to'!" TIll' litt l", bo .... in no t·e llt l.v
answel"t'tl, ··Ci nema l .llllll l ,"

- Elliott HU(Wltt

)

)
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•
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FOR WHAT IT'S WORTH

" I' ve oectc eo to st art my ow n ca terpillar, "

Submitted by
- Ro nald C. Miller
Edmonton , Alb erta

Ca nada

PAPERS SOLICITED
FOR SYMPOSIUM
(Edito r' s Note : 'I'his article appeared in the Oct ober 3.
Wi !) issue of the Worldwi de News . As mo st ()f t.he
response- up to now h as co me fro m no n-Bulletin read 
e rs. WE" are reprinting the aruc te in (h is iSSUE" of t he
Bu llet in .)

PA SADE NA - A symposium en ti t led Fron 
tiers of Kn ou-ledge and Implica tion s for Theology
will he held here ne xt spring, according to Hobert
Kuhn, assistant to Ambassado r Co llege Presiden t
Garner Ted Armstrong, and George Geis , asso cia te
dean of students [n ow Theology Dept. head ]. Dr.
Kuh n and M r . Gels will m od erate the symposiu m .

Pa pers are solicited from members of the World 
wide- Ch urch of God and from ministers , fa cu lt y
me-mbers a nd others d irectlv involved in Am bassa
d ol' College, the Ch urch a nti the Ambassado r
Internat iona l Cultural Fou nd ation (A1C F ).

The papers may be interdiscip lina ry or may dea l
with a specific area of the nat ura l sc iences (math 
ema t ics, physics, chernist rv biology , geology, e t c. ).
social sciences (history , anthropology, poli t ica l
science, soci ology , psych ology . e tc. ] or the huma ni
t ies (music, a rt , literature, ph ilosophy , etc.I .

However, each paper must conta in one or more
theologica l im plica t ions, whic h may be re m ote or
tangentia l but mu st exist. ....-ith out a rtific ial man ip 
ulation.

Forum to r Ideas

Dr. Kuhn emphasized that the symposium is
not intended to solve controversial iss ue s , b ut is to
be a forum to communicate ideas. H e said specia l
ized works without t heological im pl ications will
n ot be accepted.

According t o Mr. Geis, "one of the rationales
behind the symposium is that there is cu rrently no
vehicle for research of this kind . Articl es for Plain
Truth must be of genera l interest to a wid e readin g
audience. Hi ghly tech nica l or scholarly articles
are n ecessarily ex cluded . On the other h and, The

Good News, booklets, etc., a re for the m ost pa r t
devot ed to a di rect theological message. Probabl y
t he closest thing to the concept we are p ut tin g
forth here is the old 'Science vs. Theology? ' se ction
of Tonw rrow's ll'orld."

To cont ribute to the sy m posium, according to
coordinator William Stenger, college regis t ra r
he re, a potenti a l con t ributor "must firs t submi t an
abs tract of his pape r."

Abstra ct blanks and speci fic ins t ru ct ion s , he
sa id , may be obtained by writin g to: " Sy m po
s ium, " Am bassador College, 300 W. Green St ., P as
adena , Calif. , 91123, U.s.A.

"T he abstract w; 11 be studied by mem bers of a
review board," Dr. Stenger sa id . " If the su bject is
considered to be acceptable by the reviewers , t he
proposer will be so notified . P apers do not have to
be presented in person at the symposium."

Not Restric ted

Papers will be expected to meet h igh st and ard s
of met hod ology and scholarship , Dr. S tenger
n oted . But it is no t t he pu rpose of t he review
board to res t rict contributions to a part icu lar
methodology or a pproach. "Considerable la ti tu de
will be afforded as long as there L<; intern al co n 
cistency and intellectual integrity ," h e sa id ,

After the symposium the papers and subsequ ent
d iscussions ",;11 IX' edited by t he participants and
published in a volume containing a ll cont ribu 
tions. Papers of exception al quality and s ignifi 
cance may also be published in Human Potent ial.
t he maga zine of the AICF, Dr, Stenger sa id.

Dr. Steng er encourages a nyone interested in
takin g part in the symposiu m to write fo r an
abs tract bla nk and further details as soon as pos
sible. The deadline for abs t racts is J an . 1, 1976 ; th e
deadline for completed papers is March 1, 1976.

CHURCH ADMINISTRATION
(Continued from p age 512)

regular basis and has bapt ized si x beca use of t he
lectures. He expressed that the lectures are defi 
nitely beneficial . He also adds t hat h is m in istry
has been hel ped because of t he lectures but says
t ha t we are definitely dea ling with a di fferen t type
of individual than ou r past prospecti ve m embers.
Kell y finds the average attendee is less concerned
with the world 's problems - more interes ted in
t h e basic fabric of his own personal life - h is
creature comforts. He definitely finds that. a cata 
strophic prophet ic approach n o longer stirs peopl e
as it did in the past.

Allen Bullock found the lec tu res very en joya ble,
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however, he has experienced little response in con
trast to the good original lecture turnouts he has
had, He feels that the lectures will be more of a
witness at this point of t ime. He finds t hem m ost
beneficia l for mem bers. Allen said that most we re
q uite new a nd added that dista nce is de fini tely a
facto r in attendance,

Keith Thomas in the New York area has had
q uite good success. He is very encouraged a nd
satisfied by the lect ures. Keith me ntions t ha t t he
lectures allow us to really see on a first -hand basis
the ty pe of people we are dealing wit h . He finds
the people eager, bu t not necessarily a nxiou s to
immediately jo in anything. He sa id it ta kes more
to convince people today than in past yean>. Keith
feels the lectures tend to psyche yo u up and t ha t
they have been ext remely bene ficia l for the mem
bershi p,

Da vid ~tills, who has had seve n lec tures, fee ls
ver y enth usiasst ic about them. However, he fee ls
t hey \\0;11 on ly bear fru it within t ime. He said that
the follow-through was very im porta n t for t he
lect ures to be really effect ive. em p has izing t ha t
they require tong-range pla nning.

I think you can see from these commen ts t ha t
the lectu re progra m has bee n a pos it ive success ,
but that there is mo re to learn . The only way we
can effect ive ly come to u nderstand the con t inued
va lue is through your keeping us a breast of the
resu lts of these lectures as they ta ke plac e in your
a rea.

We are looking to you to tell us what the lec 
tures should a nd ca n be by prope r pla n ning bas ed
on actual experie nce. Overall we are excited a bou t
the potentia l of th e lectures. They hold prom ise of
future growth for t he Chu rch. But j us t as impor
ta nt they hold a gre a t dea l of mea n ing fo r you as a
min is ter, and they become a base from which you
more actively participate in t he commission of t his
Work. 'uu ne xt t ime.

C. Wayne Cole

BIRTHS
Chuck and Cindy Calahan (Lafayette, Indian a ):
What a Feas t present! Our first child, a da ughte r.
arrived Septembe r 24th. April Dawn weighed 7
Ibs. :I o'ZS.

Do n and Ale xandra Engle (Clarksbu rg. W. Va .):
No. this is not a repeat of ou r last birth announce
ment. w e've really had another baby. bu t a boy
t l ;; t ime. Chad Brendan was born October 18, at
7 : ; ' IJ a .m . o n the Sabbath. a t hom e , twenty
minu tes before the midwife arrived. My mother

d id the " honors." The de livery wen t perfect ly
t hough a nd eve ryo ne is healthy and very . ve ry
happy.

Warren a nd Marti He a ton III (Ro lla, .\10.) S haron
Elaine Heaton was born 12:36 p.m. Ap ril 23. She
weighed 6 Ills. 15 o'ZS. .\tani had a good del ive ry .
a nd thou gh the ba by was breac h there were no
com plica tions. Big brothe r Rood . Mom. and Dad
are all thrilled wit h our new addition.

Elie a nd Dawn Hofef' (Edmonton , Albe r ta , Ca n
ada ): It 's been clo udy and raining in Edmon ton
for the past several weeks. but the arrival of o u r
firs t child has certain ly brig hten ed t h ings up for
us. Brittain -Iomes made his debut at 10:00 a.m.
T uesday , August 19th . He weighed in at ;H JO gms,
or 6 Ibs. 14 OlS (Canada has gone metric too l and
"s tood" at .')2 em. or zml2 inches. " Brit t " is t he first
gra ndc hild on one side of the fami ly , bu t gets los t
in the crowd on the ot he r side where he co mes in
as number 75!

Victor a nd Glori a Kubik j Pad ucah. Ky }: Ca n a
man add a Kubik to his sta t ure '! Yes! Ou r first
child . )lic:haeJA lexander . was added to us -Ju ty 18
a t 6:24 a .m. He was premature (;JIbs . 9 ozs ], d evel 
o ped brea t hing complica t ions a nd had to spe nd ;)l,~

weeks in t he hospital . He is ho me now. do ing we ll
and giving us much ha ppiness.

LETTER COMMENTS
(Continued from page 5 ]4)

grace and kn owledge of God if there was no
Ch urch to go to every Sabbat h. (1 think t he m em
ben> in East Berlin ma y serve as an exa mple.) In a
free coun t ry like ou rs, wit h free access to the
Church 's lit erature, etc., gro wn- ups can sit at
home a nd study day and night if they so desire d.
But no t so wit h ch ildr en ; they have to be rea red
u p in the ways of God in order for t hem to have
some kno wled ge of God 's pu rpose a nd plan when
t hey are olde r. Hopefully, they will no t depart
from wha t they ha ve bee n taught.

" I believe t here are enough co mpeten t me mbe rs ,
some college gradua tes. in every Chu rch who
m igh t well serve as teac he rs for the ch ild ren . Uti
Iizin !/: ou r talents in every way poss ible to help
ourselves and humanity is so met hing God will
keep in remembra nce . Thank you for you r atten 
tion ."

- Avid Listen er
EI Paso. TX

)

)

)
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A Solution - Sabb ath Schools for Our Youth

'" am so happy over the new 'ins t ruct ion a l cla ss'
idea tha t I want to add my donation t o a very
good cau..<;e. . .

"J ust a few weeks ago I had the though t ru n
through my mind tha t we needed a specia l class
for our chi ldren . I prayed abou t it . M y h usba n d
h as been taking the tw o child ren to Sun day
Sc hool, as he's not in the Church . I knew both
enjoyed Sabbaths with me, bu t asked wh y d on 't
t hey have a class for them to learn it. Now it 's
p ossible!

"So my prayer is answered and I wa nt to back it
wholeheartedly,"

- Mrs . Ka thy St rine
West S alem, I L

..I was a t the Day of Atonement wh en you t old
us about t he school on Sabbath for the chi ld ren .
My daugh ter is 141h and my son is 12. My da u gh 
ter screamed ' hurray !' when I told her wha t you
sa id. They sit in Church but are not able to u n der 
stand all the big words. Please hurry before they
lose out . They both seem to want t he sch ool on
Sabbath .

" My chi ldren are also gett in g a very poor educa 
t ion here. Is the re any hope of a school startin g up
in San Francisco?"

- Mrs . Lou isa Gregor i
San Francisco, C A

"We really think it is great getting to h ave
classes for the chi ldren on Sabbath . Mrs. Swisher
asked for a ny sugges tions we migh t h ave. I think it
wou ld be good if we had classes for our young
peop le before they are baptized (and anyone else
t hat wanted it ). This would help answer q uestions
they migh t have."

- M r. & Mrs. Ca lvin D. Rufener
Yucaipa , C A

"I am very happy about t he a nnou nc em en t con 
cerning extra classes for ou r y outh during Sabbath
services."

- Mrs. Joan Camp
New England, WV

The Bible Story

" We would like copies of the Bible Story. Ou r
d augh ter is old eno ugh now to learn from the
pictu res. We are 100 $ behind the new em ph asis on
youth and we know that the Bible Story is a fin e
teaching aid and we pray that you can prin t
enough for all of us new parents and for the si n gle
people who want to teach .

" My father can just barely read . The Bible
S tory is j us t right for his understanding. I don't
kn ow if there are many adu lts like h im , bu t I
e xpec t there are some. And us babes in C hrist
lea rn from them too. So please print enough for
us."

- Gl enn Tinker
Sold otna , AK

PB S CONCERT

September 8, 1975 the Public Broadcast in g Sys
tem (UH F) aired t he Vienna Sym phony Ina u gu ra l
Concert presented a t Ambassador Au ditorium las t
year. T he following comments were received in
respo nse.

"T hank you and all of your associates wh o were
respo ns ible for the two TV presen tat ions via Sta 
t ion KTSB of the brilliant and s tu n nin gly bea u 
t ifu l Auditorium Inaugu ra l presentin g t h e Vienna
Sym pho ny with Maes t ro Carlo Giu lini! As a
devotee and connoisseur of classica l m usic and
gra nd opera for more than 50 years, I' ve been
exposed to most of it, bu t I wil l candidly s ta te that
the thrill of seeing and hearing t he Vienn a a nd the
M aestro j ust has to be the pinnacle of all of those
years as a devotee ofthe best in music!

"A t the last minute tonigh t I called the music
cri t ic of OUT local newspa per and he was delighted
t o hear the telecas t a nd to watch the orchestra
and M aestro Giul ini ! I am sh owing h im the P LAI N

TRUTH issue of Augu st. 1974 which will rea lly open
his ey es!

"Afte r watching this magnifi cen t telecast durin g
each of the two nights and making tapes of each , J
feel humbly gratefu l that I had an in fin ites im ally
small part in con t ri but ing to the Building Fund
for some ye ars! Thanks so m uch for the opportu 
n ity to see and hear this program."

- Keith Crockett
St. J oseph , M O

"Bouquets of roses to y ou , Mr. Armstrong, and
orch id leis! Congratu la ti ons and kudos to a ll of
those who made it possible for all of u s to partake
in absentia in the magnificent ina ugu ra l Con cert
in the Am bassador Auditorium. After seeing the
PBS telecast for the second time, I feel the n eces
sity to le t you kn ow how very much the progra m
was appreciated.

" Wa tching the emot ion of Maestro Giu lin i'e
d irect ion from the orchestra's viewpoint. was a fan 
tastic opportu ni ty that even those privileged to
attend the conce rt in person were n ot a ble to
realize. After viewing the genius of this man (or



Page 520 The BULL ET IN Ncvemb.. r -1" 197;,)

on ly a few moments. it was easy to understand
why you chose him as the conductor for t he open
ing performance in God's House. His alacrity and
anima tion were an abso lute delig ht an d a pleasu re
long to be remembered . T hanks to the ca mera me n
and technicians for their fine efforts . T ha n ks to
Stravinsky, Brahms a nd S t rauss for leav ing us
such lovely compositions. Thanks to t he Vien na
Symp hony and Carlo Maria Giulini fo r the ho u rs
of prepara t ion a nd ca ptiva t in g delivery . Thanks to
you for the wisdom and foresight to vent u re suc h a
fantastic undertaking. And thanks to God our
grea t, wise and unders tanding Fa t her for all of t he
above!"

- Mrs. Donna Gree n
T iga rd , O R

" I want to say a special 't ha n k yo u' for the TV
p resen ta tion of the ded icatory con cert by t he
Vien na Sy mpho ny . It was listed as the 'S pec ia l of
th e Wee k' on ou r WV P HS stat ion . I rea lly h ope
some of the other speci al programs ca n also he
prese n ted. "

- Mrs. A. C. Bowers
Keyser, \VV

"T he Am bassador College concert he ld a t the
ina ugurat ion of the new Auditor ium las t ye a r was
shown here in the Ft . Wort h -Dallas area o n P BS
Septe mber 8. 1975. I am sure a lot of peop le
enjoyed it. "

- Billy P . And erson
Fort Wort h , T X

" I feel such a thrill inside me, such pride to be a
pa rt of the Ch urc h that I sim ply must write a nd
tell you. Tonight I am watching the magn ifice n t
T V spec ia l of t he concert directed by Giul in i a t
t he Auditoriu m. T his is the sec ond t im e it has
bee n shown on T V here in a week! It's hard to
des cribe the thri ll of pride I felt wh en in th e begin
ning the an nou nce r said whe re the Vien na Sym
phony Orches t ra was playing this . lna ugural

Concert.' It 's a wonderfu l b less ing tha t we in
Tulsa are able to see this an d ca n fee l more a part
of these exciting occu rrences,"

- Mr. & Mrs. Doug E ric kson
T u lsa . OK

"T ha n ks so mu ch for t he Ina ugu ra l Conce rt on
the P BS sta t ion. I thought it was a t r uly quality
program . T he soun d seemed 'j us t right' - no need
to adj ust the volume con trol up or down ."

- M rs. Homer A. Le wis
Norm an , OK

" P lease accept my apprecia t ion for bring i n ~ to
us the very tine special Am bassad or Con ce rt Oil

the evening of -eptember 1:1 on PBS TV: '
- Mrs . E lsie C. ltose nborg

P it ts field , :-'IA

"Recent ly . ' )11 t he Pu blic Televis ion Srarion
he re, I sa w a c-onc-ert by the Vien na Svmphonv
Orchestra conducted by Carlo Maria (jiul ini. ema 
nat ing from yo ur Auditorium m Pasa de na . l t was
marvelous !"

- Vic tor ivlayors
Cl are nd on H tlls . I L

" I was very pleasa nt ly su rprised when I tu ned in
to K C ET last eve r un g to see and hear t he
Ambassador College Inaugu ra l Concert with Carlo
Maria Giu lin i conducting the Vien na Sy m pho ny
Orches tra: '

- Mild red R. Elm buru
Hollywood. t' A

"As a regular listener to KC R L in Ren o, what a
surprise I received ton ight - a conce rt fro m t he
n e w Aud itorium by t he Vien n a Symp h o ny
Orchest ra. Sure enjoyed it . especially t he Firc hi rd
Suite."

- B. C. W in kh-r
T illicum , \V ,\

)

)
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Ministerial
Education &

Training
The following very good art icle on p rofes

siona lization of the mini..t ry w as recentl y receive d
fr om M r. Dave Albert . Wt· feel you will find it
stimu lating, hard-h it t ing. a nd cha llengi ng. Som e
of you w ho read th is may ....i sh 10 respon d with
you r own comments. If so moved , please do.

We will from t ime to tim e pu blish articl es
received fro m you fellows when we feel they co n
tain sufficient interest fur the majority ,

- C, Wayn e Cole

" PROFESSIONALIZAT ION"
WHAT DOES IT
MEAN FOR OUR MINISTRY?

In respo nse to the M c. stairs in vita t ion to
commen t furth e r on t he to pi c of pro fe »
eionalization a nd being or becom ing profess ionals ,
I offer the Ictlowing observations. l ts a big subject
wit h many ramifi cation... - some j1:00d and some
bad. as noted in t he M ET column. T he re are
potential dangers and evils to be avoided . bu t
t here are also tremen dous benefits from a mort'
profes siona l approach to the ministry .

I haw given th is subject considera ble thou gh t
ov er t he past tw o yean; or so and I keep co m in g
back to on e basi c foundat ion for profess ion ali sm in
t he minist ry. and that is professio nal le vels of
education and train ing , It all starts there in m an y
ways. The big fact or that separates a professiona l
fr om an ama te ur in most fields is his profess ion a l
prepa ra tion, his ba ckground and t ra ining.

I think it is worth re flec t ing deeply on t he fact
that Mr . Armst ron g bas al .....a ve wanted and
st rived mightily to maintain the standards of an
educated ministry, That was his purpose in esrab
fishing Ambassador Co llege. He recogn ized from
h is expe riences in t he Northwes t in the t hirties
that this was the only way to ha ve an educated
church with resultan t hiph .standards. T hus h e
insist ed for yean; that a "fu ll minister," or prea ch
in g elder, have a four year Ambassador College
education , graduate , and hold an A.C . d ip lom a .
This .....as the basic, minimum educational req ui re
m ent for ministe rs of God 's Ch urch .....h o se rved a s
chu rch pastors .

Fur ther , he did not want t he na ture of t h a t

education to be merely that of a " Bible college."
He wan ted it to be in the libera l ar ts tradition. a
broad-based, liberal education . so that our minis
ten; wou ld not reflec t the bigot ry and narrowness
of some fundamentalis t prea chers. These were and
a re high -principled and sou nd goals for the m in ts 
t ry - not to be lost sight of nea rly three d ecades
later.

" How successfu l was the Co llege in a ttaini ng
t hese goal s?" we may now ask in re trospect. Wha t
was t he na ture of ou r ed uca t ion '! W hat d id we get
from that remarkable and un pa ralleled lea rn ing
ex pe rience? "Much in every way!"

We a ll received a sound doctrina l found a tio n in
l ilt' basic teaching and precepts of God 's Church .
It wou ld not be unfa ir or derogatory to ca ll the
n a ture of this ed ucat ion in d oct ri n ation . W e
lea rned doctrine, doct ri nal proofs as well as learn 
ing fal se doctrines and how to d isprove them . In
addition, we learned ou r Bibles from Genesis to
Revela t ion in a series of Bible classes intended to
accom plish tha t very thing. We out lined boo ks of
t he Bible. memori zed Bible verses. s tudied ou r
Bibles on a dail y basis - all of which is exactly as
it should have been, I am utterly convi nced. I t is
worth remembering that wha t we learned wa s a nd
still is saoing knou'led!?(' wh ich can ne ver be
replaced by any other bod y of kn owledge.

What else did .....e get ? Wha t I would term "an
ex posu re" to foreign la ngu ages rsome became
rat her profi cien t. others did nol l. to h ist ory 
m ostl y a n cient h is t o ry - geography. a n d an
introd uc ti on to music a nd t he fine arts. I u se the
term "exposure" beca use , to be candid, it cou ld
hard ly be called a de pth of train in g in t he liberal
arts, nor was it intended to lx-.

Perhaps we could also as k what didn 't we get ?
M ost of us who graduated in a ll but the most
recent grad uating classes got very little course 
work in the history of West ern Civi liza t ion.
including suc h notable developmen ts as the Prot
es tan t R eformat ion or I n d us t ri a l R evolution .
T he behavioral sciences includin g sociology and
individual and social psych ology, were, for various
reasons. largely omitted ; nor did we receive very
mu ch instruction in politica l sc ience. Ad m it ted ly ,
none of this is saving kn owled ge, but it d oes
encompass a great deal of how people in the W es t 
ern world think and have though t in the Christ ia n
era. P hi losoph)' would have been u n th inka b le,
e it he r way !

And so it seems we heavily emphasized wha t we
kn ew to be true and downplayed or elimina ted
a ltogether what may have been cont roversia l, mis
leadin g, or thought t o be er roneous , It might be
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sa id that we played it safe. a nd' a gain, t ha t may
have bee n exactly the right course for that t ime.
At a ny rate, the resu lts were good . A m inis t ry was
forged for Goo's service, they went ou t a nd raised
up local congregat ions, and the Ch u rch a t la rge
grew by lea ps and bou nds d irect ly as the resu lt o f
t he education received at Ambassador College.

In t he main our education was su fficie n t for ou r
callin g. Fo r one th ing, we were armed wit h a fou r
vear co llege educa tio n a t a t ime in t he h ist o ry of
our ch urch when most of our mem bers were not
college ed ucated - in fact , were not in a grea t
ma ny cases eve n the holders of a high sc h oo l
d iploma. Further, we were way ahead of them at
that ti me in Bible know led ge.

So we diligently gave away an Ambassad or Col 
lege education to ou r congrega t ions! Tha t 's what
it amou n ted to, didn 't if ! We plowed th rou gh o ur
Fourth Year Bible out lines and wru ng a ll th e
mileage possible out of our well-m a rk ed Bib le
margins. We gave them doct rine , Chris t ian living ,
and even prophet ic sermons week after wee k, yea r
after year. .:\tean wh ile the Corres pond ence Co urse ,
Booklets, P.T., G.:-i" and \V.T_ were a t the sa m e
t ime threa tening to obsolete us by cra n kin g ou t
literally mi llions of words of sim ila r in fo rmation .
Oo ps! I forgot to ment ion the Leadersh ip T rain ing
P rogr am!

And yo u know what ha ppened? Those sa me
brethren who were way behind us a t the begin nin g
of t he ga me began to ca tch u p rapidly , Wha tever
thi n margin of an education a l lead you may ha ve
had as a minister up until tha t tim e was wiped ou t
a fter those programs and the reams of ins t ruc
ti on a l material.

T he t ime came in the curren t history of God 's
C hu rch t hat they knew what we knew! When t ha t
bri ght deacon out there in the fro n t ro w co u ld
m atch you almos t scriptu re for scriptu re, verse for
verse! And now where was our leadership margin ?

Furthermore, we took the bes t and the brightest
of the-se leading local men and rota ted them in to
t he college for a short- term crash course in t he
t heological and ho miletica l (APS!) core progra m ,
an d sent t he m ou t withou t the us ua l smatte ring of
libera l ar ts co urses to do exac tl y t he sa me jo b as
t he four year college gradua te ! We figured t ha t in
most cases the addit iona l matu rity a nd experie nce
wou ld make up for the differe nce, and certa in ly
so me of those same men have done eve ry bit as
well as the ir more yout hfu l coll eagues.

So n ow where a re we? As th is educa t iona l wh eel
com p letes a fu ll cy cle, who is th e professiona l?
An d who is t he ama teur'! And wh ere d oes the
p rogram go from here?

Le t 's unders tand th at unless t he m in ist ry pre
se-ves the same kind of healthy leadership edge it

clea r ly had a t t he begin ning of this whole pro
gram, it 's in for so me roug h sail in g ah ea d! T h e
m inis t ry m ust cont in ue to set t he st a nda rds for
t he Ch urch of Goo if it is to remain in its lead
ersh ip posit ion . If the day dawn s when th e mem
bershi p at large concludes tha t t he m in ist ry no
longer has very much to offer in t he way of
instruction or ministeria l services, then it will
begin to wa ver in its loya lti es and a llegiance. I
thin k that we have al ready begu n to see clear
evidence of this in some cases, unfortunately, It is
sim ply not su fficien t to go over t he same ground
aga in a nd aga in , There m us t be abundan t ly evi
dent grow th on the part o f t he minist ry . An d such
growth is the burden of the professional educa ti on
of which I speak.

Do n't get me wron g - I'm no t sa yin g e ve ry
se rmon has to be "some new thing:" like t he At he 
n ians on Mars Hill. And I' m well a ware of the
d an gers of people having "itchin g ears." Bu t it
ca n' t he wha t l ca ll " two plus two eq ua ls fou r: '
e ither. T he re was a t ime whe n we d id n 't kn ow t ha t
t wo plus two equalled four, a nd whe n we learned
it , it was pretty excit ing knowledge, and we were
proud to know it and share it ....-ith ot hers, But t h e
time ca rrie whe n it ceased to be very exctn ng. a nd
no amou nt of shou t ing or ca jo ling co uld ma ke it
so, We never ceased to app recia te t he tact it was
t ru e. We used it frequent ly a nd u ne rrin gly a s
va lua ble basic knowledge, but we were hy t ha t
t ime ready for more.

If yo u will permit the com pa rison , just as I
know sim ple addi t ion I know basic Bib le doct r in e.
I know and know that I know that I d on 't ha ve a n
immorta l so ul and that the Sabba th is t he se ve n t h
d ay of the week. So does eve ryone in my congrega
t ion, And no amount 01' pulpit poundin g, ve rse
quoting, or voca l emp hasis ca n s t ir t hem or m.e u p
to ra ptu rous heights of ap prec iation a bout It , A
good review of this or a ny ot he r basic doctrine is
definit ely in order from time to time for members
o ld a nd new. But if t his is t he approach they get
week after week until they feel tha t they've heard
it a ll be fore many ti mes in virtually the sa me
mann er of de livery and exposition, it is s im ply
going to cease st im ula t ing their in teres t and their
e nt h us ias m. There must. in my op inion, be a cre 
ative ed ge of new knouiledge spliced with a
re freshingly new a nd diffe ren t man ne r of prese nta
tion even of the old to ca pt ure their attentio n a nd
ho ld t heir in terest week after wee k. This too is t he
bu rden of cont inuing, professional minis ter ial ed u
cation. T he man in t he pu lpit o r mem ber 's livin g
roo m m ust have a cut ti ng ed ge if he is goin g to
cont in ue to lead effecti vely .

Let 's go back to the ques t ion , " Wh a t d id , we
get?" again , From a n educatio nal standpoint,
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more t ha n some and less than others. M a n y a
Pentecostal preacher or fundamental is t rm mst er
doesn 't even have a co llege ed uca t ion - and it
show s! But four years of liberal arts s ty le educa
t ion are only what would be expected to en ter a
graduate school of t heology in many of the la rger
denominat ions. Let us 'recogn ize t he fact that. we
are as a body working with m uch less educa t ion
than many ministers of other denomination s. An d
whe ther or not we wan t to adm it it , it prob ab ly a ll
too oft.en sho ws on us, too. We are not, t.hankfully ,
an ignoran t ministry . But. are we prepared t o say
t hat we are a t ruly well -educated min istry?

We a re not hesitant to state that th e Greek says
such-and-suc h and the Hebrew means this-or 
that, but mo st of us ha ve had a class in neit her.
W e roundly condemn a great many things about
which we kn ow very little - a fact that may be all
t oo apparent to many of our listeners . And I fin d it
a sad commentary on ou r min istry that when men
for var ious reasons quit t he min ist ry , they do not
wind up in other profess iona l callings, bu t usually
op t for the job of salesman, typically ins ura nce
sa lesm an , a job that requires very lit tle if a ny
previous training or experience, I note t h a t t hey
do not usually see t hemselves as educators, co u n 
se lors, hu ma n relations professionals (thou gh
there are a few exce pt ion s), but as a part of the
nation 's mo st numerous t rade, salesmen. Does this
in any way reflect bac k on the man, his education ,
a nd self-image? I contend that it does - t ha t h e
never really saw hi mself as a professional. Perh a ps
had he done so , h e may have never left his h igh
ca llin g.

Maybe I'm speaking too bluntly , and I know
these may be fighting words filled with cen t ro
versy to some, bu t I' m just "calling it the wa y I see
it ," the way I have experienced it , and the way I
have seen it pan ou t in the lives of many of m y
friends a nd fellow ministers , some of whom are
nowex-ministers.

T he kin d of edu cation I have reference t o would
ha ve to be a graduate program - whi ch is fine
since most of our ministers are al ready grad uates
- t hat wou ld put special emphasis on ministerial
arts and competencies, and would really stretch
the man's capacities who was engaged in such a
progra m. I t wou ld have to be, of its very n a t ure,
rigorous, demanding, challengi ng , and as a resu lt,
very rewarding. T his is: the n ature of the profes
sional education of a doctor, dent ist , teacher, la w
yer, a nd of many a minister not of ou r fa ith. S uch
a man has bee n stretched out , expanded by his
education even beyond where he thoug ht he cou ld
go whe n he bega n the pro gram. Such training
imparts 8 certain inner discipline. It's not a snap
course or fun a nd games. It 's plenty of hard work

and a lot of information that doesn't com e with 
ou t burning the mid nig-ht oil .

Many is the man wh o h as been through suc h an
experience and ma;~e bet ter for it . Such pro fes
sionally trained men (and women) fill t he lead
ership ranks in ed uca tion, business, government,
the military, and yes, even t he ministry . The fault
in the latter case is not so much how th ey lea rn ed
or even in many ca'leS what they learned , but
rather what they did not learn .

These are t he people who have mastered the
basic kn owledge a nd skills of their respect ive pro 
fessions, h ave gained the standard pract iti oner
competencies in their fields, T hey have been
t rained to do a certain job, and t hey kn ow they
can do it. A resultant benefit is tha t they have a
certain con fidence and bearing which is often
described as a "profess ional man ner." They look
and act t he part of professionals wit hou t p lay
a cting, and their ma nner tends to inspire a con 
fiden ce in the people t hey work with which wo u ld
be ut terly lacking in an amateur who d id not h a ve
the same ba ckground.

T here's something else , I am convinced , t hat
comes out of such an experience, too - a certain
dedication to t hat particu lar profess ion with it s
own u nique t rials and blessi ngs. There 's a de pth of
satisfaction that comes from operating at t hi s
level of competence that is unknown to the
u nskilled or semi-professional worker.

- Dave Afbe rt

Material on the edu cation of the ministry
wh ich was previously presented in the Buhetin,
has st imulated a number of inq uir ies abo ut
direction in profess ion al developmen t .

The theology department of Ambassado r
College and Church Administratio n are in
the process of analyzin g our educational
requirements for th e minist ry. Plans are
being furm ulated for a Master o f Divinity
prog ram wi th in th e Co llege whi ch wo uld be
extended to include the field ministry.

As this program becom es more clearly
defined we will bring all of you "on stream."
In this manner we can be assured th at we
each know whe re we are going and wh e re
we are no t going education ally. Th ere is no
end to study and one could go "off the deep
end" into innumerable fields of unprofitable
study. By directing the professi onal d evel
opment of the minist ry from Pasaden a we
can assure that we are producing the kind
of ministry required at this tim e,

- C. Wayne Cole
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