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Gree tin gs a gain ! T h in gs con t inu e to m ove along
just a lit tl e fast er th an we can keep up, it seems.

We h ope a ll of y ou ....i ll h av e had a fine Feas t of
P entecost . Speaking of Pen tecos t , req ues ts for
guest speakers for combined Holy D ay se rvices a re
mu lt iplying. In the pa st t here wasn 't a n excessi ve
number and m ost requests cen tered around the
Days of Un leavened Bread . Recently, t hough .
tren ds have changed and we receive many reques ts
prior to each Holy Day .

M in isters at Pasadena a pp reciate th e opportu ­
nity to go to a local area and observe the fes ti vals,
but for th e sake of effec tiveness, budgetary consid ­
erations. a nd pl an ning , there are som e things t hat
I wou ld like all of you to IX' awa re of.

The more often services are com bined in a given
area, t he great er t he chances t ha t the servi ces will
become less spec ial. Of course , met ropolitan areas
a re an except ion t o this in most cases, t h ou gh even
h er e , ove rc ro w d ing , h i gh c o s t s of m e a ls ,
inadequa te sound systems, facil it ies , etc., can
cause the fes t iva l to be "endured " rat her t ha n
"enj oyed ."

One of the most significant factors you should
consider when combinin g ch u rches (ou tside of
met ropolitan areas ) is inflation . The cost of gaso­
lin e, t ravel t ime, meals , and oftent im es lod ging,
can be an imposition on m embers who live mil es
from t he central locat ion . Often , com bin ed ser­
vices are h eld between two or three circuit s in a
cen t ra l city .

Mem be rs livin g 75 miles in the opposite di rec­
tion from the regu lar chu rc h location ere req uir ed
to d rive t he norm al 75 mil es early on the morn in g

of the Holy Da y (or previous evenin g) and then 75
miles beyond t he n ormal des t in at ion . M r. Ted
Armstron g h as asked, because of budgetary and
ot he r co ns iderations , tha t we reduce the nu mber
of men n ormall y servi n g as gues t spe akers du rin g
t he H oly Day seasons.

Ano ther sit u at ion t hat crea tes special problems
L<; for yo u (the pa stor ) to invite the guest speake r
you choose. Pl ease do n 't d o t his. (Of course, wh en
y ou wan t to give M r. Herber t W. Armst rong, or
M r. Garner T ed Armstron g a spec ial invi tat ion ,
feel free to do so .I If you mak e your o.....n arrange­
ments with someon e you kn ow in Pasadena or Bi g
Sandy , n o one kn ows who and how many men a re
goin g where, and yet a ll such t ravel im pa cts t h e
budget. If you are planning a combin ed service on
a speci al occasion a nd want t o ha ve a guest
speaker. please make ...·our arrangements through
C.A .D. You m ay , of course, feel free t o requ est a
specific person.

However , there may be reasons we would feel
you r requ es t in advisable, so pl ease a ccept the dec i­
sions mad e. W e will always he coo rdin at ing t he
Festiva ls in a mann er d irected by M r. T ed Arm­
strong .

H and in ha nd wi t h t he above, we h ave h ad
ins t a n ces where so m e a rea s wa n ted a guest
spea ker, bu t wh en told t h at we were lim it ing t h e
n u m ber of m en goin g ou t for festiva ls , "coll ec­
tions" were beg u n in the local a rea to fina nce the
gues t speaker 's t ri p.

P lease , fell ows, le t 's not get this pract ice rolling.
If an area shou ld have a gues t speaker, H ea dqu ar­
ters will tak e care of t he costs. The congregations,
even though t he y are willi n g, shou ld not he bur­
dened by ex t ra collect ions , etc.

Perhaps from t h e ind ividu al minister 's poi nt of
view t his is a mi nor prob lem if a problem at all.
H opefully , these su ggest ions wi ll s t ream line proce-
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dures so mewha t and help all of the Churches con­
t inue to have enjoyable, well-planned festivals.

Our " Open Door" Approach

I would like now ' to cover some general counsel
concerning ou r "ope n door" approach. As a result
of t he expa nsio n of t he role of t he minister - the
public lec t u res to the PT subscript ion list. etc. - I
th ink it wou ld be good for a ll of us to think of
some of our assets a nd lia bilit ies. No t too long ago
I me ntioned to Mr. T ed Armstrong the need to
posit ive ly "ed uca te" the min ist ry as a whole about
its pa rt in a more " open door" approach toward
church services , Bible studies , etc. I distinct ly
remember tha t he was somewha t t aken aback
when to ld that some of t he min iste rs migh t not be
th rill ed with the possibility t hat a "st ra nger"
could at a ny time walk in to Churc h services unan­
nou nced or un invited. At any ra te, the re are a few
ideas I would like to share concern ing t his subjec t .

Mos t of you, by t he way, have expressed enthu ­
sias m abou t t his "o pen" po licy and even the less
ent husias t ic com ments have bee n reasonable in
v-iew of our previou s te ach ing on this subject . So,
please do n 't thin k I'm t ryi ng to "get " anybody.

I perso nally feel a ll of us as min iste rs in the
Church of God ough t t o be t h ri lled if a total
s t ra nger (or a group of st rangers ) wa lked into
churc h servi ces. Whet her this s t ra nger was the
mayor of the city, the loca l sheriff. the local dere­
lict or an old class " chum."

I do n't t h ink a nyon e in God 's Church would
deliberately offend so meone or ma ke them feel
unwelcome. In ot he r words, I do n 't think anyone
would make this mistake as a n ac t of "com mie­
sia n," hut I feel t his would be an ac t of "omission."
I thi nk a ll of us are aware of t he parable of the
j udgmen t in Mat t hew 25 where Christ showed
t ha t the acts of "omission" or fa ilu re to aggressi­
vely reach ou t to ot he rs in a spiri t of service ,
com raderie and brotherhood were t he things for
which peo ple were judged .

As minis ters , we need to ed ucate the flock about
t heir res ponsibilit ies to welcome new peo ple or
st ra nge rs int o the fello wshi p of t he congre ga t ion.
Whether t he person is there for o ne day or the rest
of his life should make no difference - except it
mi gh t be more sign ifica n t a nd poten t ially mea n­
in gfu l if the person was onl y goin g to be there for
one day,

T he expa nded role of the min istry a nd the sma ll
" min i-lectu res" or st udies are going to force the
Church into the spo tligh t more . T he members
must be prepared to handle t ha t role. They must
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be educated abou t their responsib ilities as Chris­
tia ns re present ing the personality , balance. and
warmth of Chris t .

T he fo llowin g letter co u ld be use d as a n
exam ple of the need for a good sermon along th is
line:

" And there is yet something else you can do to
make the Church of God the truly great church it
has the po tential to be. T each your members to
cease and desist from trea ting co-workers as if
they (t he co-workers ) have meas les or some ot her
con ta gious disease. While I am sure not a ll mem ­
bers are gui lty of t h is unchristia n behavior, so me
members do displa y a 'ho lier t han thou ' a ttit ude
towa rd non-members and co-workers . If members
deal at all with co-workers , it is at the end of a ten­
foot pole, and this ought not to be ! Aside fro m
practicin g t his form of snobbery on a persona l
leve l, so me mem bers practice this in their wa n t
ads. Just a casu al gla nce a t the advertisements in
the Worldwide News will show many of the adver­
t ise ments biased in favor of 'mem bers on ly: Co­
workers are people too, and I am sure that many
of t he m are j ust as dedica ted and as loyally com­
mi tted to t he Wor k as those who are baptized
mem bers. Inasm uch as they ba ck this Wor k a nd

(Continued on p age 274)
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To a l l minis t e rs and key personnel in God 's Work:

GREET INGS in J esus ' name !

First , CONGRATULATIONS t o all you men wor l d wide who will be
o r da i ned o n Pentecost (were o rda ined by the t ime you r ead this ) , o r
who a re t o b e o rdained v e ry shortly after Pentecos t . It is d e ep ly
r ewarding a nd fulfilling t o all of u s i n Chr i st ' s ministry , a nd
e s pec ial ly those o n var ious CAD teams around the wor l d , to see the
steady g rowth and development of so ma ny dozen s of you fe l lows right
out t he r e "o n the firi ng l i ne " se rvi ng and help ing the b rethren!

Furthermore, I know the entire t y of t h e Chur c h wa s very encour­
aged by the larg e two -page spread o f pic tures in a r ecent edition o f
the Worldwid e News showing t he n umbe r o f g r a d u a t e s of Ambassador Co l ­
l e g e going di rectly into t h e f i eld as mi nis t er ia l traine es a nd assis ­
tants . As I sa i d in my "Pe r s o n a l " column then , we all k now tha t a
very l arg e number o f those , wh o while ne i the r i mme diately put on t he
payroll nor d e s ignated a n " o f f i c i a l" min i s t e ria l tra ine e , will ne v er­
t hele s s c o n t i n ue t o d evelop and g row a s t he y endea v o r t o serv e the ir
brethre n i n the l o c al a r ea s , and I ' m s ure we are going to s e e a ve ry
larg e numbe r of a d d itiona l o rd i na t ion s wi t h i n a year or so . I hope
a l l of tho s e young men who are g rad u a t i n g , b ut who are no t given a ny
s p e c i f i c ass ignment i n t he ministry , can b e g i ve n every c onc eiva b l e
encour a g eme nt and h elp b y yo u l o c a l p a s t o r s and al l others in the
loca l ar e a s.

F i r s t , i t wo u l d b e a t errif ic bless ing to o u r Amba s s ador Colle g e
graduates i f you f ellows i n the pasto rat e s c ou ld announ c e out o f the
p Ul p i t that IF any of o u r Ambas sador Colle g e g r a d u a t e s are c oming into
that area, they mi ght make f ine pro spective e mployee s f or a n y of o ur
chu rch business me n o r t ho s e in a f ield wh i c h would r equire addit i onal
help.

I hope that every e ffo rt will be mad e t o a id o r ass i st a ny of o u r
col lege graduate s in l o c ating in a l o c a l area , and certa inly I would
hope t h a t you wo uld a l l enc oura ge them to t a ke p a rt i n c hurc h activ­
i t ies suc h as Spoke s man 's Cl ubs , church socia l s , and p e r haps , if you
feel t he y ar e q ua l i f i e d , eve n beg i n t o b r ing t hem in i n s ome c a p a c ity
(eve n as an assistant deacon ) i n he lping duri ng c h u rch s ervice s . As
yo u k now , we had ho p e d for many years in t he pa s t t o deve lop more a nd
more a long the line s of having our Ambassador Co l lege g r a d uates con­
t a c t t he n e a r e s t l o c al pasto r in the are a where t hey ma y c ho o s e to
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l oc a t e, and then, ~ ~ period o f time , as these g raduate s make ~
themselves available fo r volunte er work within the Chu rch , a nd s how
by their fruits that they a re becoming qua l i f ied f or the min istry ,
they can b e ' i nducted right o n i nto God 's Work wi t h in t ha t l ocal a rea
- - perhaps in ma ny ca s es as a l o cal e lde r not in o ur employ ! I n this
way, t he co l lege con tribute s t o the sound a nd stable growth of the
church, not o n l y in the o l de r more tradi tional method o f h ir ing a
mi n i s ter immediate l y upon g radua tion a nd sending h im into t he field
with a commiss ion , b u t a lso by supplying literal l y do zens of l oc al
Church areas wi th f u l l y -qua l if ied , co l lege-trained young men and
women, who , while they may NEVER be i n o u r employ full -time , wil l
never theless fo rm the very backbone o f man y l oc al cong r e gations .

I t i s t r emendou s l y encouraging t o see this new strength a nd
v itality t h r o ughout God 's Churc h in the mi n is t ry , a nd I th i n k you a ll
know how pleased and i n s pi r e d my father and I bo th a re at th is con ­
t inued growth a nd development in so ma n y o f yo ur l i ve s.

I am leaving a l most immediately fo l l owing t he wri ting of t hi s
l etter f o r Big Sandy f o r the commence men t addre ss a t 11 :00 A.M. on
Fr iday , May 1 6, and then for Sa bb a t h se r v ice s and Pentecos t , to
return to Pasadena o n Monday .

Mr . Char le s Huntin g i s, I unders tand , i n the Pocono s a t the
moment , and will be tak ing s e r v i ce s there , a nd will be comi ng o n to
Pa s a d e na , a r riv ing at about the same t ime I do . My fa the r is u nder ­
way once aga i n o n a tr i p whic h wi ll take h im t o Par is , to Kenya fo r
a big campaign , o n to Rome , and the n to War s aw (Mr . Armstrong 's f ir s t
off i c ia l t r ip t o Eas ter n Eu rope , where he wi l l be i n t r o d uc e d t o l e ad ­
ing o ff icials in government b y Poland 's Ho no r a b l e ~anfred La chs , Pre s ­
iden t o f t h e I nternatio nal Cour t o f Justic~ .

The i ncome s h owed a fine increase fo r the mon t h of April , but
t hen began tape r i ng off a bi t thr ough the f irst week of May . I know
you wi ll be kept fu l l y i nformed thr ough Frank Brown ' s r eports i n the
Bu l le t i n -- but I wa nted to r emind a ll of yo u again tha t i t i s abso­
lute l y essent ial t hat you c o nt inual ly b rie f and in fo rm the brethren
o f the ov e r a l l f inanc ial picture a s you a re g iven it t h roug h t he pages
of the Bulletin o r in statements in t he WN; e ven t ho ugh you may f e el
t hey " know what i s go ing o n , " o r ma y hav e read it e lsewhe re , it is
far more effective and fa r bette r f o r you , as t he p a s tor o f t h e l oc a l
c h urch , t o cont inual ly addr ess t hese s ituat i on s from the pulpit i n
your Bib l e s tudie s and during the announceme nt s e c t ion of yo ur sermon .

My father 's l e t t er went out abou t a week ago , a nd the let ter of
mine , which i ncludes many lette rs se n t in by me mbe rs , co - wor ke rs and
do nors , j ust wen t out . I wa s e xc e e d i ng l y move d and pleased wi t h the
f ant a stic r e s pons e o f so many of the b r e t h r e n to a p r ev iou s co-worke r
letter whic h went o u t , that I wan t e d t o s hare man y o f the s e l e t t e r s
with the brethren . Some a re r eally unusual , a s I am sure yo u will
apprec i a te when you r e ad t h e m.

Hopefully the i nc ome will not continue its p resent downward
slide (s tand i ng at a bou t a - 2. 7 perc ent o n the year-to-date) , and I
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hope all of yo u realize that e ven though we are showing a mi n us f or
the ye ar-to - date , we are nevertheless not f acing any immed i ate bud ­
g e tary p rob lem, simply becau s e we are living within ~ mean s !

The sad d ening thing here is , however , that our inc ome d o e s not
p rovide f or a g reat dea l o f addi tional g r owt h at t hi s time ! I t mea ns
we are fa c e d with c o nt i n ua l l y trying t o s e lec t i v e l y r ene w a nd ke e p
the P l ai n Truth circu l ation a t its mo s t vi ab le po int , rather tha n
gd i ng a h ead with p r og r a ms (such a s even inve stigating new s stand s in
t he Un i t ed St ate s a nd e l s ewhe r e around t h e wo r ld ) whic h could ve ry
grea tl y inc r eas e c i rcu la t i o n in a n i mme di a t e way . Furthe r , i t means
we c anno t hire a s ma ny mi n i s ter s a s we mi ght l ike - - a nd ne e d t o
ca l l mo r e a nd more , a s I j u s t o u t l i ne d abov e , o n vo l u n teer - t y pe help
un t il such time a s our CAD bu d ge t will pe rmit .

I was v e r y p leased t o s e e a fine up t urn in the BUilding Fund
a fter I menti o ned i t on l y brie fl y i n a r ecent l e t t er . However, Frank
now i n f o r ms me that while the Bu ild ing Fu nd h a d t aken a very heal thy ,
e nc oura gi ng -- and ne e d e d -- upwa r d tur n , it ha s sla c ke ned o f f a g a in
jus t r ece ntly . P l e as e d o what you c an t o r e mi nd the b rethren. P lease
keep the brethren a wa r e o f th e f a c t that we have ' r etre nched , tha t
we h a v e j e t t i soned MANY aspe c t s o f wh a t u s e d to be considered t h e
Work , whi l e n o t hurting wha t is REALLY the Work (p r each i ng of t he
Gospel o f the Kingdom o f God a s a witness a nd a wa r n i ng to t he wor l d )
o ne whi t ! But it is t i me t o t urn o u r eye s t oward more s o l id p rog r ess
and more s olid b u i l d ing ! We a r e con t racte d f o r p ayments on existing
f a c i l it i es , a n d t h o s e p aymen ts mu s t be me t ! As I h ave said t o our
fe l lows he r e o n many occas ions : "There i s no l e g a l powe r on earth
wh i c h is going t o d o anyth i ng t o us o ne way o r the o t her if we simply
qui t b r oadcas t i n g , t el e cas ting, c onducting c a mpaign s , o r p ubl i s h i ng
t he Pla i n Truth o r o t he r publ i c at i o ns . But t her e ARE l e gal p owe rs
wh i c h REQU I RE p a yme n t s t o b e me t on our ob l iga t i o n s . "

By the wa y, I f e e l I wi l l have s ome v e r y good new s f or y ou r e l a­
tive t o t h e Feast si t e i n the Oza r k s be f o r e t o o many more we e k s or
mo nt hs . Bi l l Mc Dowe l l , i n a t elepho ne c a l l j u s t r ecently , i n f o r me d
me that the v o t e on the b ond i ssue i s just a r ound the c orne r , a nd i t
l o ok s as i f God ' s Wo r k wi l l e xper ience a ve r y wo nderful " s ho t in t he
a r m" b y t he i nf l ux o f v ery c l ose t o one mi l l i on do l l a rs from the sale
o f t h e Oz a r k s Fea s t site , yet g uara n t e eing our c o ntinue d use of t he
fa c ili t i es f or a sol i d ten years! I wi l l keep yo u c ompletely in f orme d
on t h i s .

Bi l l a nd I a lso had a chanc e t o t a l k ov e r the entire Fe a s t of
Taberna cle s preaching s chedule , a nd yo u will a l l be in f o rme d (Bil l
has a lready telephone d s ome o f tho s e dire c tly invo lved) , and I am
sur e we will have the travel plans and the Fea s t o f Ta berna c l es
preac hing schedu le o u t we ll i n advance t his ye a r .

I wi ll be having mee t ings wi t h our d i v is ion he a d s a nd o t he r
meetings wi t h the doctr ina l commi ttee withi n t he n e x t f ew days a fter
wr i ting th is , and yo u should b e hear ing f r om us o nce a ga in o n the
subject o f tithing and o n the sUbject o f r a c e (as we ha ve me ntioned
i n pre viou s Bul l e tins ) .
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I wen t
f rom a l l o f
same a rea s .
t o you very

over t horoughly the e ntire r e por t s , inc luding the reaction
yo u f e l l ows e ither p ro o r c o n o r neut r a l , concern ing the

We should h a v e some t h i ng in its f i na l f orm o n its way
s oon .

')

As I have s a i d r ecent ly , I have been very p leased to see the
t reme nd o u s react ion o n the p a rt o f many of t h e bre t hre n when they a re
g i ven a good , sol id , th9 rough , bib l i cally- or i ented l e c t u r e- t yp e s er ­
mon , wh ich p a instak i ngly wa des t hrough t he b a sic fund a ment al doct rines
we know to be t r ue ! Eac h time I p reac h a sermon wh i c h inclu des a
gr ea t deal o f heav y Bib l e s t uda in it , comp a r i ng scripture wi th scrip­
t ure , a nd pa instak ingly expoun i ng, e xp la i n ing , magn ify i ng and clari ­
fy i ng t he mean ing of the Bi b le , I am g iven a treme ndo u s amoun t o f
f e edback a s to how much t he b re t h ren e njoyed and appr e c i ate d it t I
want to reemphas ize this once more : t ha t in o u r respo n s i b i li t y t o
" fe e d the f loc k , " we need t o con t inually ask o u r s elves whethe r o r not
we are p r eac h ing on our own "pet peeves , " current t hinq s 'we a re r e ad­
i ng o r h ave no t iced in the news , a p a r t i c u l a r proble m which may r elate
to o n ly a t iny minority o f the loca l congre gation , po lit ical situat i o ns ,
ph i losoph ies , persona l tastes o r des ires o f ou r own , o r whethe r we
are preac h i ng SOUND DOCTRINE !

I have ha d a t r emendous amount o f fee d b a c k f rom the t wo t i mes
no w I have sent out a taped s ermon -- a great deal o f . i t from the
ministers t hems e lve s -- and , a s I have said before , wh i le I don 't
wan t to overdo t h i s t o the poin t I am preempting the pa stor in hiS )
own pulp i t , I neverthe les s would like to se nd out one more t ape d .
s e r mon sometime ear l y i n the summe r.

Tha t 's about it f or now.
fe l l ows (ma ny o f whom I know

CONGRATULAT IONS o nce a gain to all
persona l l y ) o n your ordinations !

you

)
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Herbert vv. Ar-mstrong'

UPDATE
Pasadena . M ay 14

Las t nigh t I returned to the Pasad en a a rea corn­
pleting a seven and one-half week journey abroad.
As you are now aware from The Wo rldwide N ews,
Mr. Armstrong returned a week earlier while I
remained behind in Paris.

In my last update for Mr . Armstrong , we were
returning from Bombay to London a nd had
planned t o con tinue on two days lat er for a visit to
Kenya in anticipation of Mr . Ar mstron g's cam­
paign t here on June 6, 7 and 8. Subsequ en tly ,
however , we lea rn ed that Presiden t Kenyata's
nephew (the Am bassador fro m Kenya t o E gypt )
would be unable t o meet us in Nairobi as had bee n
planned due t o the dea th of h is father-in -law.
H owever, it was necessary for Mr. Go toh and me
t o fly qui ckl y t o Kenya in order t o complete the
arrangements for Mr. Armstrong's trip com­
mencing on the 25th of May.

It was necessary for me to rem ain in Pari s, as I
men tioned before, because two of Mr. Armstrong 's
J apan ese Sons, Mr. Yamaguchi and Mr. Nokoa, as
well as Mr. Matsufugi, had arrived in Pari s an d it
was impossible for Mr. Got oh to rem ain t here as
he had commit ments in Tokyo. Consequently ,
durin g the week t hat I re mained in Paris during
Mr. Armstron g's absence, I was able t o be of assis­
tance to our Japanese friends who were estab­
lishing ties not only wi th the French government,
but a lso improving Japanese Israeli relations.
Coincidentally during the same peri od of time
Prince Moh ammed (brot her to King Husse in of
J ordan) and his wife, t he Princess, were visiting in
Paris and I was able to spend time with them an d
the Jord anian Ambassador to Paris.

During the same week Mr. Bistritzky, who is a
member of the Board of Directors of the Ambassa­
dor In te rn at ional Cultural Foundation and Exec­
uti ve D irector of the Ar thur Rubin stein
International Master Competi tion , arrived in
Paris and considerable work was don e with him in
planning future cu ltural even ts for Pasaden a . H e
arrived in the company of another member of the
board, Maestro Henryk Szeryng, perhaps the fore­
most violinist of the world, and a man noted for
h is great humanitarian efforts worldwide. Fo r

years he was the Mexican government's cult u ral
represen tat ive to UNESCO in Paris, and for years
has been known as on e of the Mexican govern­
ment 's ou tstanding lead ers in the entire cult ura l
field .

Mr. Armstron g leaves on Sunday for the Bay
area wh ere he will be speaking to a combined
churc h group on Pen tecost , a nd will leave immedi ­
at ely the following day for another extended t rip .
He will arrive in Paris d uring t he early morning
hours of Tuesday and on Wednesday there will be
a luncheon a t The H ague hosted by t he Presiden t
of the International Court of J us tice, J ust ice
Lechs, and a dinner on t he sa me eve nin g whi ch
will be hosted by Dr . Nagendra Sing h. On Friday,
the 23rd , there will be a dinner in P aris at which
t ime the Am b assa dor In t ern a t io n al Cu l t ura l
Foundation will be introd uced to a d istinguished
group of Fren ch citiz ens , in ad diti on t o prominen t
members of the Diplomatic Corps. An d on Sun­
day, the 25t h, M r. Armstrong will be departing for
Kenya and the extensive program which has bee n
arranged for hi m will lead to his publi c appear­
ances on June 6, 7 and B. Immediately t herea fter
it is necessary for us to fly to T okyo for our firs t
meeting of the Boa rd of Directors of the Ambassa ­
dor In tern at ional Cultural Foundat ion of Japan ,
after which time we will ret urn to Europe over the
pol e by way of Amsterdam where we hope to visit
Warsaw.

As I may have mentioned in an ear lier Bulletin,
we are hoping t hat t he J apanese Work will be
launch ed on July 12t h , and t he "dummy" issue of
the new maga zine t o be pu bl ished by t he Founda­
tion may be ava ilable on that dat e. Many of the
leading citizens of the worl d will not on ly be con­
t ribu tors t o the magaz ine, bu t will serve as mem­
bers of the board of the Foundation - all of
whi ch, of course, will ul t imately in ure to the bene­
fit and the genera l repu ta tio n and prestige of the
Church and the College.

- Stanley R. Rader
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Doctrinal
Research

ORIGIN OF THE WORD " CHURCH"
- THREE-RINGED CIRCUS OR
ONLY ANOTHER SIDESHOW?

by lester L Gra bbe and Gunar Freibe rgs

A recent leaflet from the "Foundation for Bibli­
cal Research" (exposition No. 114) purports to give
the "Genesis of the word ·Church. ' " The exact
purpose of the leaflet is unclear since the con­
clusion says it doesn't matter anyway . One would
strongly suspect. however, that some dig is being
taken at our use of the name "Church" of God..

T he publicat ion in quest ion is t ypical of the ax­
grinding approach to a subject. T hat is, the basic
purpose is n ot to seek out the facts with an ope n
mi nd but sim p ly to " prove " a pre-conceived prej ­
udice. No attempt is made to give the real argu­
ments on both sides. T he arguments on the ot her
side are either ignored or distorted - or a titt le of
bot h . Every person quoted to support one's po in t
of view becomes an "em inent scholar" or a " n oted
authori ty ." Opponents, whatever th eir reputat ion.
are d ismissed with little or no co ns iderat ion.

T h e typical way of beginning a n a x-grind ing
argu men t is to state th at suc h an d such a view
(t he stan dard view which requires dethroni ng
before t he ax-grinde r 's view can be in vested wi th
the crown) is "u nproved." Of course, a lmost any
view can be ca lled " u nproved" since absolute proof
is seld om available. But this label of " u n proved"
sudden ly now ma kes the current view suspect a nd
even practi cally disproved - at least in th e a x­
grind er's mind.

T h us, by a sim ple label the a x-grinde r has dis­
missed t he chief obstacle and no w feels free to
erect his own hypothesis, no matter how im prob­
able , absurd, and certain ly unproved it m ay be.

Thus, we soon read suc h statements as, "T hose
who wish to grace it [th e ori gin of th e word
"c h u rch"] wit h an air of respectabili ty say . .. ,"
presumably im p lying that th e pre vailin g t heory
aros e throug h reli gious bias. The Liddell an d Scott
Greek lexicon is quoted to sh ow the preva ilin g
theory is not believed by everyone . Of course, n o
mention is made of the fac t that th e particular
edition quoted is decades ou t of date and the mo re
recen t editions do not con tain suc h in forma t ion. A

Scottish mon k of 849 A.D. is s tated to be t he first )
who "guessed" (of cou rse, he cou ldn't possibly
have really known ) at t he origin of t he word.. No
mention is m ade of t he fact that Anglo-S a xon
literature is a lmost non -existent before h is time. so
th at his mention of the word. is one of t he earlies t
we have (th e ear lies t known occurrence goes back
on ly to th e 7th cen t ury ).

We trust th is illus trates the meth od used in ax­
grinding. No w for th e quest ion of the origin itself.

Ques tions of Etym ology

Any E n glish etymo logist is aware that t he ori ­
gin of t he word. "ch urch" is problematic. So is the
etymology of h undreds of othe r words. But a
sc holar has to work wit h suc h data as he has. T he
accepted origin for "ch urch" is th e Greek wo rd
kurikon from kuria kon " Lord 's (house)." It is gen­
erally thou gh t to h ave been borrowed into Gothic
in Eastern Europe a nd from there spread through­
ou t t he Germa nic lan gu a ges, incl u d ing O ld
English. This etymology is not ab solu tely cer ta in
since there are ga ps in the history of th e word . But
as t he Oxford English Dictionary says, "no oth er
co njec tu re offered will bear scien tific statement ,
much less examin ation ."

The two-volume work. The Circle and the Cross
by A. H . All croft, argues t he word co mes from
Latin circus "ci rc le" - whi ch h e connects wit h
Celtic chic - a nd was named for t he sha pe of t he
cem eteries at which Christ ian ch urches were even ­
tu a lly erected. All croft was a classical scholar of
tolerable repu ta t ion half a cen tu ry ago and even
publis hed a vo lume or t wo on British archaeology .
(However, a rch aeology was on ly in it s infancy at
th e ti me.) It is no t our object to examine his
a rgu ments in great detail. H is su gges ti on is pos­
si b le , t hough he too has gaps in his informatio n
an d has to dra w in fere nces as well.

Yet it is a fact th at All croft 's t heory has not
been adopted by English etymologists. It is no t
mentioned in t he Oxford Etymological Dictionary
of English, t he Merriam-Webs ter International
Dictionary of the English Langua ge (bo t h second
and third. editions), or Klein 's Comprehensive
English Etymologic al Dictionary. All of these give
th e derivation fro m kurikos, as d o th e Larou sse
Dictionnaire des rocinee des langues europeennes
and t he Duden Etymologie , H erku nftsworterbuch
der deutschen Sp rache (ar t icle "Kirche"). T he
Oxford English Dictionary further st a tes the pro­
posed derivation from La t in circus is to be "set
aside as untenab le ." )

Please understand that we hav e no real desire to
prove th e origin of th e word one way or the other.

- - - - -
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But sin ce the leaflet in question appears t o sh ow
some concern for the scholarly evide nce, a point of
scholarship is in volved . Yet the argument is all
one-sided and the overwhelm in g conse nsus of t he
sta ndard works conven ien t ly ignored. In fa ct , from
read ing t he leafl et alone on e is left wit h the
im pression grea t d roves of erudite English profes­
sors reject t he on e and em brace the other . Such is
hard ly t he case. By the end of t he paper , t his
implied mu lt it ud e of adherents h a l'; swe lled its
ran ks to t he point of fu ll u nanimity : "A ll schola rs
realize its con nection with the Ce ltic ciric. ...
Such gro ss dist or tions of the da t a do no t tend to
bolst er one's con fide nce in t he in t egri ty of t he
re search .

Where Does Circe Fit In?

Even thou gh the conn ect ion made be t ween cir­
cus a nd " ch urch" is somewha t improbable , at least
it com es from t he reasoned arguments of a serious
class ica l sch olar. When we com e t o Circ e, h owever,
one woul d thin k the Furies h ad been Jet loose . One
irresponsible s t a te me n t fo ll ow s an othe r , a n d
u nr es t rained spe cu la tion is made even m ore b la ­
ta n t by the dogma ti c t one in wh ich it is couch ed .
Ev en Velikovsk v and Hislop would be hard put to
com pe te.

For exa m ple, we read , "T he word circus . . . h as
it s origin with a great sorceress wh o was t he pro­
gen it or of the La t in ra ce. Her na me wa ll Circe.. . :'
This is. co mpletely in cred ible. The word circus h as
n ot hing t o do wit h Circe. It is a very basic word
m ean ing "ring , circle." (See t he sta n dard Lewis ­
Short Latin Dictionary.v T he great stadium of
R ome was called the Circus Maximus bec ause it
was oval-shaped . It was primari ly a ra ce t rack .
F rom this an d similar s tadiu m s, t he t erm came to

mean any race t rack . It is on ly in modern times
that this Latin loan word in to English took on the
meaning of a trained animal show. T he older
m eaning is s t ill evi de nt in such names as P lcca ­
dill y Circus.

It is fu r ther stated - presumably to give
cogency t o t he "circus" idea - that Circe was a
t amer of wild animals. Circe was no suc h thing.
S he was a sorceress. She didn 't tame animals ­
she turned peop le int o animals. There's a subtle
differen ce. She was a nyt hing but a fem ale version
of P . T . Barnu m .

We are further assu red she is the " progenit or"
(si c ) of the Lat in race. Perhaps we're t oo skept ica l,
but we j ust don't t ake our m yth ology so serious ly .
Regard less of what the Italians think of them ­
selves, m ost of us do n 't view them as half d ivine.

Fu rtherm ore, if one wants t o quote class ical

m ythology, one shou ld at least be above board
with his data. The unqualified. sta tem en t that Let ­
inus was the son of Circe is hardly correct s ince
t his is on ly on e of many traditions. The oldest
source the Odyssey (N. B. , Odysseus is the m an ,
not the writing, con t rary to the leafl et) says noth­
ingabou t Circe be ing the mother of Latinus. Nei­
ther does the A eneid wh ich is su pposed to be the
story of the Latins a nd Romans (it is a well -known
fact that Vergil used earlier tradition s in com ­
posin g his epic poem ). Onl y Hesiod con nects Circ e
with Latin us.

Simila rly with t he location of Circe's island.
On ly Strabo pu t s Circe's isla nd near Pa t m os.
H omer, Hesicd, Vergil. and other traditi ons all
connect her with the west coast of Italy, a good ly
distance from the site of J ohn 's vis ions.

All of t he discuss ion about t he wom an of R eve­
la tion and the possibility of Circe be in g fro m
Babylon is of no consequence as far as trying to
con nect her wi th circus or " ch u rch" and is pe r­
meated wit h in consis ten cies and errors. A Circe­
like figure m ay h ave been extant in Babylon, bu t
t hat does n ot necessari ly make Circe a Baby lonian
or Cha ldean priestess. In fact, recent rese arch h as
shown a good d ea l 'of mythological figures and
motifs are com m on to bo th the classical world and
the ancient Near East. (See, for example, O.
Eissfeldt, S anchu nj aton von B erut und llu.milku
von Ugari t and M. Ast our. H elleno semitica .) But
comm on features do not always say what som e
would h ave t hem say. A J apan ese mother could
perform an a ct of bib lical ori gin by floating her
baby in the bullru shes, but that wou ld not m ak e
h im a Semite, a J ew , or a relative of M oses .

The connection of Circe with the woman of
Revelation - wh ile in teresting - appears to be so
mu ch wishfu l thinking wh en the fa cts are ex am ­
ined . Had the author bo t he red to read carefu lly
Book X of the Odyssey, in stead of just taking
someone else 's word for it , h e would have found :
(1 ) Circe did not have a spec ific golden cu p from
which she dispensed mixed drinks; (2) the "mess"
which the all-authorit ative "some" equate with
the Mass was simply on e t ranslator 's ch osen
English word for the Greek words kukao /kukeon
which mean on ly " t o mix /mixture"; and (3 ) the
mixture of cheese, barley meal , honey, and win e
was not Circe 's secret recipe. AF, the Iliad XI , 624­
41 shows , it w a s com m o n refre shment for
exh austed m en. The cu p which Circe later drugged
and gave to Od ysseus was not said t o contain
those particular ingredients. But it wouldn't have
been particularly signifi cant if it had. (B y the way,
the 11th edition of the Encyclopaedia Britannica
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specifically suggests ca utio n about a number of
the conclusions of Robert Brown. The author of
the pamphlet would have been wise to take that
advice rather than depend so heavily on him.)

We could go on and discuss such statements as
that Latinus' name adds up to 666 (Latinus in
Gree k does no such t hing - count it for yourself).
But we trust the point has been made.

ill sum, the proposed evidence is only a generous
portion of basel ess dogmatic asse rtion. We would
consider t he sta tement , " No one can be absolutely
sure if our word 'church' is from Circe," the heigh t
of optimism. One can, converse ly, be almost abso­
lu tely certa in "church " is not from Circe! It is
certa inly as abso lu te as an y argument from silence
can be. Not one shred of tangible evide nce for such
a connect ion was adduced.

Honesty, Integ r ity, and Accuracy

To repeat, t he origin of the word "church" is
neither here nor the re. The Gree k ekklesia means
"ca lled. assembly, gathering." (It does not mean
"c alled -out ones" as has been commonly believed.
T he original meaning seems to have to do with
"ca lling fort h" people to assemble. But that
etymological meaning was lost long before t he
New Testament. The te rm was a very genera l one
in Greek by Jesus' t ime an d could refer to any
gat hering, secular or religious. Even the mob in
Ephesus is ca lled an ekkIesia in Acts 19:31.) Any
word which a pproximates the Greek could be used.
We could talk of the "Assembly of God" or the
" Congregation of God " or per ha ps even t he
"Crowd of God." If anyone has pu t store by the
word "church" as somehow sacred or efficacious in
itself, we would all agree t hat does indeed verge on
supers tit ion.

Yet the attempt t o cast some sort of pall over
t he use of t he word "church" is a verita ble trav­
esty on scholarship. The argument of t he leaflet
gives a certain a ura of learning. When carefully
scru t in ized , t hough, the air of in tellectua l insi ght
turns out to be pure illu sion . Unfortunately, we
have found this typical of suc h polemical writin gs
aimed specifically a t our teachings . This example
will hopefully serve as a caution to any who have
assumed the scholarly atmosphere of t hese attacks
was genuine .

Of course, t his is also a warning t o us to see that
our publications are ac curate and can bear up to
their claims. Some in the min ist ry have urged us
to produce quick answers to the attacks coming
from various groups. It is important to unders ta nd
why we can not an d must not do that. Any
attempt t o chum out hasty expositions wit hout

serious st udy can only be disastrous in t he long
ru n. Wh a t we need is patience whi le a thorough
study from various angles is done by qualified
people. If t he teachings of ot hers are righ t on any
point. we should admit it an d change - as we
have already done on certain issues. Now is not
t he time to throw together shallow "rebut tals" to
the charges being made from a few quarters. We
need to take the time to issue sober , thought-out ,
careful studies of script ure. The truth will speak
for itself.

Also don 't forget t ha t some of the literat ure
attacking us (overtly or in thin disguise) is coming
primarily fro m groups in which only one or two
individua ls are forming doctrine. They answer
only to themselves. They are so new they have no
past history of beliefs or practi ce to reckon wit h.
Of course, if t hey would only realize it, they are in
fact est ablishing a stat us quo - a tra dition - and
will soon be as aut ocra tic and en amored of, and
hide -bound by, the ir past tea chings as they accuse
us of bein g. If the ir tradition is based on the same
flawless logic and eru dition as exemplified in t he
leaflet just discussed, they will soon find members
within their own ra nks dem olishing these t heir
beloved an d ha llowed tru ths . 0

CHURCH ADM INISTRATION
(Continued from page 266)

give of t he ir substance according to t heir ability
and as God inspires them to do so, I ca nno t see
why any me mber need feel that he or she would
compromise his or her position in t he Church by
socia lizing with a co-worker.

"T each your members to include co-workers in
some of their fun and festive occasions , if they
wish to participa te. In vite co-workers to take a n
active part in attendance a t literature booths dur­
ing fairs , lectures, etc ., if t hey care to participate
and are a ble to do so.

" In an cient Israel, t he congregation of Israel,
(t he the n Ch urch of God ) was not a private cl ub
for the exclusive benefit of the children of Israel.
Eve n t he st rangers who sojourned with the chil­
dren of Israel were to share equa lly in the bless­
ings. Especia lly notice Numbers 15, verses 15-16.
Also notice So lomon's prayer at the dedicating of
the tem ple: II Chronicles, chapter 6, verse 32. All
throu gh the Old Testament, the children of Isr ael
were exh orted not to disparage the stranger, but t o
include him on a share-alike basis."

I don't know whether the individua l who wrote
that let ter is a member or not - but from the
context I judge he is no t a me mber. But , it illus-

)

J
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tra t es ou r need as a church to develop intense
warmth, a cceptance, and love for the "stranger : '

Perhaps we have so emphasized "coming ou t of
the world" that we h ave overlooked the other side
of the coin . " I pray NOT that you should take
them out of the world, but t hat you would keep
them from t he evil in the world: ' As well, "I sen d
you IN TO th e world." Ch ris t wen t in t o the syna ­
gogu es of h is day (I'm not adv ocating t his for our
day - but think abo u t it) . He didn't fee l lik e h e
was con taminated by an unconverted perso n,
stran ger , publican, prostitute, priest, or la wyer. He
cou ld hold h is own physically , intellectua lly , and
spirit ually (exhibit ing love, con cern , and under­
standing) with all people. AF. t he Bi ble indicates,
Christ "grew in favor wi th God and man." Appar­
ently there was so m u ch favor at one time that h e
was concerned that some of them, at least a cer­
tain elemen t, would t ry to m ake him "king" or
their leader.

The qualifi cations of a minister require that he
have " a good report of them which are without."
He sh ou ld be res pected by h is fe llow men, not
thou ght of as some kind of irresponsible kook who
h as gone off the beam mentally or phy sica lly . He's
not "h u ng up" with "ch emica ls" - such as white
su gar vs. brown , teflon 'IS. aluminum , d resses vs .
slacks , how one spe nds part of their money .
whether one h as 1 beer or two, e tc., etc., et c. At
times so me of u s have been "hung" up on these
t hings. As a resu lt members were too - a nd t hen
new me mbers/ co-workers. PMs, when they came
in to t he Ch u rch ran into t h e same thin gs. They
didn 't get the u nreserved enthusiastic welcom e of
a pot entia l fri end, bu t the "l owdown" of t h e thin gs
they h ad to d o when they "came in to the Ch u rch ."

We need t o educate ou rselves and the people
God has given u s the charge over abou t the prope r
a pproach t o n e w people com in g into God 's
Ch u rc h . T he y need to find the warmt h , enthu si­
asm, and friendship showing the fruits of th e
Spiri t . They n eed to see in the lives of the m em­
bers and ourselves the evidence of God 's Spiri t .
People that have a purpose for living - thrilled
....-ith physical life, yet lookin g forward to God 's
Kingdom . When t hey see that - there can be n o
greater drawing card for God's Ch u rc h and His
way of life. We (m embers and m inisters) have the
opportunity to be this. I thin k it 's a responsibility
and a reward ing challenge.

So much for n ow. Keep u p t he good work and
please keep us informed as things progress .

- C. Wayne Cole

International
Division

UPDATE FROM THE PHILIPPINES
The Philippine branch of God's Work h as come

of age in 1975 - well, almost. With the decision in
the latter part of 1974 tha t the Interna ti onal
offices "go it alone" financially , we reacted with
both shoc k and ex citement in Manila . The shock
came from the ini t ial thought that it mi gh t mean
the termin ation of the Work of spreading the gos ­
pel in th e islands. The exci temen t came after real­
izin g th at wit h t h e Plain Troth's n ew format ......e
would be able t o pri nt our own edition at least
on ce every month, improving on the quarterly old
s tyle magazine we had last year. After a ca re ful
stu dy of t he budget we realized t hat we co uld
afford to d o this for at leas t one year, even though
we wou ld be working on a very tight bu dget . W e
were very t hankfu l that for the past fou r years we
h ad been building up reserves and were in a posi­
t ion to ini ti ally opera te with a sligh t deficit if
n ecessary , w ithout reall y hurting ou r financial
standing.

The position h owever, made u s rea lize tha t t he
pr iori ty for this ye ar should be in t he Ch u rch
deve lopment program in order to provide a base
for the fu ture.

After choppin g as much as we cou ld off the
bu dg et we faced the fact t hat we still needed 23%
in crease in money to meet even a sm a ll deficit
bu d get for fiscal year of 1974/75. As mentioned,
the big ou tlay was in the P.T. printing. So we fe lt
t h e need to real ly rea ch th e people and pray for
God t o pr ovi de us wi th more co-workers, donors
and members to join us so we could cont inue the
Work in this cou n t ry. To accomplish reaching the
peopl e, Plain Truth lectures were organized sim­
ilar t o those which had taken place in Britain
d u ring 19i 4.

T h ese lec tures began in February. Invi tat ions ,
through promotiona l material, were Bent to sub­
scribers of the Plain Truth (inserted in t heir
copies ) in vitin g them to h ear the t opics " Is t his th e
End Time" and " T here 's a N ew W orld coming."
One lecture se ries per month was planned a nd so
far the three we had h ave proved very success­
fu l.

Here are the s tatist ics for the three cities
covered :
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Oagupan City: Membe~ New Tota l

February 8 63 191 25 4
February 9 49 213 262

Baguio City:

March 1 69 72 141
March 2 34 6 5 9 9

San Fernando:

Apr il 6 A.M . 55 10 6 16 1
April 6 P.M . 55 86 14 1

AU these cit ies are in Luzon, the main islan d of
t he cou n t ry. The la tter part of the year wil l see us
in the Visayas an d Mindanao. You will notice we
shifted to a one-day a ffair for the th ird lec ture. We
found that havin g the lectures on t wo consecu t ive
days wasn't expedient for the people. With t he
high cost of t ransporta tion, low wa ges, an d t ravel­
lin g dis t ance, many people cou ld no t afford to
com e on bo t h days. With San Fernando we
ch an ged to a o ne-d ay format with a lect ure in the
morn ing at 10:00 and the ot he r in the aftern oon at
2:00. This cut in half t he time and expense
incurred by the su bsc ribers. Follow-u p Bib le s tud ­
ies were held after each lec t ure for t hree con­
secu tive Su ndays and monthly st udies have been
ina u gu rated in each case, with the m inimum fig­
ure of 25 interested people being reached.

The fourth lect u re being held in Lucena City,
sou th- east of Manila, will see the begin n in g of a
more vigorous campa ign to attract the people.
Sample P .T .'s with t ickets of invitation attached,
will be distributed in the loca l area to bus iness
establish ments an d public offices. The tic kets will
carry a free gift su bsc ription to the Plain Truth
with a coupon that has to be deta ched a nd handed
in at the lecture itself. Local newspaper advertis­
ing was going to be utilized, but a big fire two
weeks ago burned out the on ly newspaper in the
area. H owever, future lectu res will m ake use of
local advertisin g. Returned co u pons indicate th a t
a bout 100 will a t tend . We have received a lmost
200 "yes" responses to the lecture, but based on
past expe rience we can expect on ly 50%of th ose to
turn up. But cou pled with the new campaign to
attract more, we expect to fill the h a ll 's ca pacity
of 300.

Mr. Armstrong ' s Campaig n

T he recen t April 19 cam paign Mr. Armstrong
co nducted has a lready bee n adequately covered in
the World wide News. However, you might like to
kno w t hat as a result of the th ree ca m paigns Mr.
Annstrong has conduc ted since May last year, the

interest in the Work h88 picked up- considerably . )
Although I do n ot have exact figu res a t hand , we
do h ave about 30 people regularly attending the
M anila ch urch as a resu l t - and a t least six to
eigh t have been bapt ized already. Alm ost 800 new
su bscribe rs have been added to the Plain Truth
list as a direct result of publicity activity just prior
to the last campaign. Our worry now is not how to
attract new subsc ribers , but how to keep the list
down! The bud get dictates we ca n n ot go beyond
40 ,000. We're 3000 past tha t already. However,
renewals will reduce that su bs ta n ti ally to well
be low 40 ,000 . Ou r aim is to attract many thou-
san ds of new readers an d we ca n do t his easily by
dropping ou t , via renewals, those not re all y inter -
es ted.

University Lectu res

The u niversity lectures on Dating and Marriage
contin ue. We t ry to arrange these to coincide wit h
the P.T . lect u res t o "kill tw o birds with one stone"
while in a par t icular city , thus saving t ime an d
expense. An avera ge of 500 to 800 st uden ts are
exposed to the Work in each case, an d cou pons
offerin g the dating a nd m arriage booklets are dis ­
tributed during t he lect ures. We have j us t rec en tly
been con tacted by the Universit y of the Philip­
pin es at Dilliman (M an ila) in con nect ion wit h the
lecture. U.P . is the largest and m ost pres tigious
university in the nation . Two other lectures are
a lready lined u p for colleges in Manila once the
new school year begins in J une. And one is already
organized for June in Cagayan de Oro City in
Mindanao foll owing the P.T . lect u re there. This
will be at the Xavier Universit y, ru n by the J esuits
a nd headed by Irish priests! (We are also using
their auditorium for the P .T. lecture! The spir it of
ecu menism is very prevalent among Cath olics
here.)

Church News

Ch u rch membership this year is way ahead of
1974. As of April there were 1,500 bapt ized mem-
bers throu gho ut the country , representing an
inc rease over last year of a lmost 32%. Forty -six
were ba ptized in the t h ree mont hs from J anu ary
to March . We h ave eigh t chu rches, fou r ou t lying
Bible s tud ies, plus the new monthly Bible studies
- with five m in isters and two assistants feedin g
the flock . We st ill have four leaders of sm all
groups in Mindanao. T he accompanying ma p
sh ows wh ere all the ch urc hes and Bib le s t ud ies are
loca ted . We pla n to h a ve resident assistan ts in J
Naga City an d Cebu Cit y this coming fiscal year.

Two new Feast sites in M ind an ao replace the



May 20. 197ft T he B U L L E T IN P a ge 277

M INISTERS I A SSISTANTS
Col in Adair

Pac if ico M irt o

J ose Rad uban

Geor ge Hood

Edmund M acaraeg

Ped ro S. Ortiguer o

Pacif ico M irto

Edm und Macaraeg

J ose Raduban

Geor ge Hood

Jose Raduban

Ge org e Hood

Encardi o Benitez

J uani to Gaput

OUTLYIN G BIBLE STUD IES

MINISTER S I A SSI STANTS

Pedro S, Ort iguero

Pacif ico M irt o

V ivenc io Carmelotes

M arc iano M oni ng

Pedro Casing

Antonio lIust isimo

WORLDWIDE CHURCH OF GOD
PHILIPPINES

ARE A

Dagu pan City

San Fernan do . Pam pang a

Buluan City

Tagu m

Lupon

M aranac

Il oilo City

Don Carl os l Kiara

U rdanete I Baguio

Naga City

Ceb u Cit y

CHURCH AREA
M anila

Dag"pan \ y • U,dM, e,a

• San Fe,nandc e (

".~
. Naga CF1y

~oo~

D~\} G'

8"t"a" C"y
I

* Cagayan de 0 '0
•Don Ca,loo ,

I(la ,a . . Tagwn
Da~ao City . , ~pon•Mata nao .

a

(

(

!

i

• FEAST SITES

i

old ar ea." of D on Ca rlos an d Ta gum, pr ovid ing
better opportunities for t he brethren to enjoy the
highl igh t of the year. Ba guio City remains th e
main feast site in the Philippines.

Summary

As well as print ing the P .T . for the Philippines,
we a lso prin t 25,000 for Southeas t Asia. H owever ,
th is is paid for join t ly by Pasadena and Australia .
The Man ila office also services what we ca ll
Northeas t Asia com prising J apan , Korea , Taiwan ,
H on g Kong and Guam.

I said at the beginning that the Phi lippine
branch of God 's Wor k had come of age - almost.
T he explanat ion of t h is s tat ement is that while we
are self-support ing intern ally and pa y for pri ntin g
the Plain Truth, we cannot yet a fford t o print t he
GN , CC, or bookle ts, We st ill rely on Headquar ­
ters' and Australia's generosity in provid ing t hese
for us. (We a re planning a religious supplemen t to
be included in the P.T. starting J uly, and offered
to selected a reas of t he country. This is to fill the
gap creat ed by ou r inability to in crease GN circu -

la t ion due t o cost t o H Q.) Also t he Aust ralian
office provides us with computer services a nd
labels for t he Plain Truth for whi ch we are very
grat eful. St ill , for a third-wor ld developing nat ion
like t he Phil ippines , it is rewardin g t o see just how
the members and helpers do con t ribu t e financially
in almost makin g us se lf-support ing . T he income
a t t he end of April was 35% over the last fiscal
year. Ou r 23% projected increase h as been sur­
passed by more t han 10%, making our small deficit
budget apprec ia b ly lower. Yet as we prepare for
t he 1975/76 fiscal budget. we see a need for t hat
same in crease and more . T he prin ting of the P.T.
alone will cost a quarter of a million pesos (U.S.
$40,0(0). We certainly a ppreciate your prayers
that our increase wil l contin ue . If you could see
how badly t he peo ple in t his part of t he world need
the message we have to give them, you would
understand why we appreciate your prayers and
concern.

- Colin Adai,
Regional Director

. Philippines
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Media Mail Processing )

Another G ol d Star for WATS

Ano t her new record has been esta blished for the
seco nd month in a row by WATS. Over 59,000
telephon e literature reques ts were processed dur­
ing April - a ph en omenal increase of over 100%
when compared to March ! Even during the light­
est day ove r 1,000 calls were taken . A breakdown
of t he sources for the ca lls shows that 74% ca me
from TV, 20% from Radio, and the remaining 6%
came fro m other sources, main ly Plain Truth.
T ho ugh the 6% may seem small it actually is the
beginning of wh at looks to be a very successful
area of fu tu re expansion - the addit ion of t he
phone number to the Plain Truth ads . Abou t 80%
of the ca lls were new subscribers.

In this day of inflation any news of savin gs is

Our mail coun t for t he month of May is st ill low
at th is point . We anticipate a favorable response
to our large promotional letter advertising The
Un ited S ta tes and British Commonwealth In
Prophecy, but the major returns from this letter
will not begin reaching us until some time in June.
As of May 9 our letter count for the mo nth st ands
at 41,687 letters, bringing the total mail received
for the year to 817,551 letters .

April Recap

It's been a while since we shared with you a
pict u re of how our vario us mail sources are per ­
forming. Below is a genera l summary showi ng the
com p a r a t ive percen t ages of t hese sources .
Altho ugh the WAT S line is not a producer of mail
we have included it because of its significa nt con­
t ribution to the literature requ ests which MPC
processes .

Media has been busy deve lopin g a plan whereby
we can air the "Garner Ted Armstrong" telecast in
more cit ies more effect ively than ever before. We
expect to start a whole new gro up of sta t ions in
September.

The 1975-76 media plan ca lls for a t a-week
hiatus fro m the present line-up of TV sta t ions
from September 8t h through December 8th .

During this hiatus a number of h igh quality
te levis ion programs will be produced for release
beginning in December. Knowing in advance the
program subject will permit us to provide better
promotion.

Each local church where the tel ecast will be
aired ca n then be informed of what is coming and
do some prom otion themselves.

Money saved during t h is 13-week hia tus will be
diverted into Ld-week con t racts with new sta tions
in new markets. For the new group of sta tions we
will se lec t the best programs of the 1974-75 season.
When December rolls ar ound we will selec t the
most desirable stations of the new gro up and of
t he old group for 39·week con tracts u tilizing the
new programs.

Your radio and te levision recommendations will
help us in our market-by-market planning, so if
you have not re turned the recommendation form s
we se nt recent ly, please hurry them on to us. We
greatly appreciate your help.

On e-hour T V S pecials are cu r re n tly bei ng
sc heduled in cit ies ac ross the U.S. We wanted to
make everyone aw are of this so that if you want t o
part icipate in the Fair /TV Spe cial program you
can get us yo ur confirm ed fairs as soon as possible.

To confirm a T V Specia l may t ake up to 30 days
of negotiation s.

Therefore, we need yo ur fair confirmations
appro ximately 60 days in adva nce.

If you haven't sen t in confirmations as yet ,
please hurry them to us as soon as you confirm
ea ch fair.

We are all excited about t his new, highly coordi­
nated program a nd want to include as many of
you in it as is possible.

- Dan Ricker

Radio & T e levision
Plain T ru th
Good Ne ws
Advertising & Booklets
Book let Cards
Direct Mail
Member & Co-worker Mail
Correspondence Course
CIA Cards
Miscellaneous
Fair Boot h Cards
WATS Calls

2;3 ,355
7,259
1,097
3,161
3,607

33,797
65,281

2,735
1,677
4,627

360
59,900

11.3%
3..' %
0.5%
1.5%
1.7%

16.4%
31.6%

1.3%
0.8%
2.2%
0.2%

29.0%

)
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good. WATS is happy to report that because of
the vol ume of calls received during April , the cost
per call decrea sed to about 45 cents - or about 25
cents for equipmen t and 20 ce nts for labor.

In preparation for a busy sum mer, and at the
ph one com pa n y engineer's requ est, we ha ve
ordered eight more lines for a total of 20. T he cost
will remain abou t the sam e as it is now. All in all ,
thin gs are going s t rong and we anticipate con tin ­
ued growth in t he \VATS area as God grants us
bou n teous " increase."

- Richard Rice

RESP ON SES TO MR. H. W . ARMSTRONG 'S
M A RCH 25 CO -W O RK ER LETTE R

Followin g are excerpts from the many inspirin g
comments mem bers have written in respo nse to
M r. H . W. Armst rong's member letter . Their let ­
ters indica te t hey are staunchly beh ind the Work
and are urgin g M r. Armstron g t o " h a n g on a nd go
forwa rd in t he Work of t he living God on earth
t oday ."

" In answer to y our Co-Worker Letter 1 am wri t ­
in g to assure y ou t hat I h ave not lost fai th in you
or Mr. Garn er T ed; and as God m akes it possible, I
shall con t inue to suppor t this Work so long as I
li ve. T o me all t hat is taking pl ace is the fu lfilling
of prophecy an d I too h av e felt the persecution .
You bot h h a ....e my prayers and my support t o
carrv on , as God makes it availabl e t o me. .. . I
shall n ot s lack off, b u t ad d t o as poss ible."

- Mrs. Chester Lashly
Frederick tow n , MO

"I reall y feel for you two having t o hear the
bru n t of a ll th e 's lop ' and lies . I try t o put myself
in your pla ce, a nd I kn ow it's on ly wi th God 's
power tha t y ou contin ue t o ign ore the per­
secu t ions a nd press .on h ard er t o do wh a t Christ
h as told us to d o.

"J ust wan ted t o say 'orchid s' to y ou both. I am
pray ing w-ithou t ceasin g for you r strength, protec­
t ion and con t inued health. I cat ch the radio pro­
gram out of Salt Lake City at 6 :05 a.m. Topeka,
Kansas tim e.

" I've enjoyed he aring you on M ondays Mr.
Armstro ng , and then of course, you M r . Ted on
the followin g d ays.

" I' ve been fe rven tly praying for m ore faith and a
bigger grasp of our job so my prayers will be of
m ore be ne fit. M aybe you 'd mention this to God
a lso for me.

"Ha....e to ment ion how thrilled I was to read of
the cu lt ural foundation . I have been asking God.
for years to work out a way for us to be able to

receive en dowment s or grants as people see and
appreci ate what the College is doing.

"J ust remember I Peter 4:12-13 and, of cou rse, I
know you do.

" I've written this in the deepes t sincerity t hat
I' m capable of - just wan ting you to know I
appreciate and love bo th of you and I a m behind
you . Just think, m aybe some of ou r wors t per­
secu tors will come through the t ribula tion and be
in God 's Kingdom or be ph ysical in the M illen­
nium because of this Work."

- Mrs. Ruth Hargis
Topeka, KS

" Just received your letter and m y heart went
ou t to you and you r so n . I want you to know that
my wife and I are be hind you 100% in eve ry way
we can be . -

" I know that Sa t an is very real and he and his
d emons are very active. I do pray that God. will
res t rain Satan and tha t J esus Ch ris t wil l soon
return t o t his earth - the sooner t he be t ter for a ll
m ankin d.

" I am not perfect, 1 h a ....e m y faults and weak­
nesses, but I know that God is God a nd that t his is
God 's Work and that Mr. Herbert W. and Mr .
Garner Ted Armstrong are God 's servants a nd
t hat we are behind you all 100%. M ay God's bless ­
ing be upon a ll of you ."

- H ay ward: Grimes & family
Newton, AL

" It is de finitely a figh t. T h an kfully we h av e
God's promise that H e wil l finish t he Work He h as
started in us, a nd most important the Work He
h as s tarted through you to proclaim Christ 's Gos­
pel message of the Kingdom of God in a ll the
world , as a ....-it ness preparing the way just before
Christ returns to set up His Kingdom.

" I' m behind you , the Work, 100% and am now
prayin g for God to restrain Satan fr om you , your
son , and grands on , and that we ca n finish this
Work so Christ can return soon. And that God will
prosper all the brethren , Co-Workers more abun­
dantly so we may help sen d you into the nation s
He wan ts you in t o proc laim the Gospel t o them.

"I , too, believe the time is sh or t and pray it's
sooner.

"I would like to say welcome t o Mr. Rader ­
it's a wonderful family to be a part of.

"God. direct and lead you, Sir ."
- Sherri Wisenburger

Sultan WA

" I just want you to know that I am behind you
100%. AL"O your son, Gamer Ted. 1 pray for both
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- George Constantine
Alta Lorna, TX

of you that God will give you 'the stre ngth and
energy through the power of His Spirit which I
know you bo th so despera tely need, to do al l that
you have se t your heart to do for God's Wor k: '

- Mrs. M . McNesby
San Carlos, CA

" We received yo ur letter of Mar ch 25. We sure
do want to see the in come for the Work come up
and ca m paigns be held in t hese countries as soon
as possible. We bot h support yo u who lehearted ly
and are sad to he ar that some wou ld ra the r spread
evil rumor t han the truth of t he Gospel!

" Please keep on plunging ahead vigorously. God
will help us to finis h the job in spite of a ll opposi­
tion . And t hen in the end we'll know that He did it
and not us ,

"T hank you for the inspiring letters. We know
they cost hundreds of dollars to send . We will
suppo rt you in prayers and whatever fina ncial
help we ca n more than we are.

" Well, here's ho ping for yo ur strength, protec­
tion, good health, you th and more of God's Spirit
for this great task."

- Mr. & Mrs. James W alker
Escond ido, CA

" In your letter to the inne r family of Co-Work­
ers, da ted t he 25th of March, you said , you need
our earnest, heartrend in g an d believin g prayers for
God to restrain Satan.

" I rea lly felt I had to write and te ll you that I,
for one, am 100 % behind you and your so n, Garner
Ted. in this great Work of God.

" Ho w do you kee p up such a hectic schedu le? I
pray God will cont inue to give you the mental and
physica l s t rength to cope with the great burden of
t he Work which is on your shou lders and also
Garner T ed 's shou lde rs.

" I'm sure all Ch urch mem bers and also the
inner family of Co-workers do appreciate and are
grate fu l for the hard work whic h you and your
so n, Garner T ed , put in to the Church and for
fulfi llin g the Commission. On behalf of a ll the
members and Co- Workers. I wou ld like very much
to say thank you!

"I've on ly been in the Ch urch of God since June
8 of las t year, but I'm really thrilled and happy t o
be a part of t he greatest and m ost im porta nt Work
on the face of the earth .

" I'm certain ly looking forward t o t he second
comin g of our Lo rd an d Savior J esus Christ, to
bri ng happin ess to this sick world , which Satan
an d his ministers ha ve been working hard a t to
stop.

" Again, 1 would like very much to say. I'm

behind you and Garner Ted and this great Work
100%."

" By the grace of God you have my ass u rance
that I am a 100% back of you and Mr. Garner Ted
in the fight against t he desperate forces of evil
bent on destroying the Work of the living God!
Thanks for bringing t hese things to our a t tention
so 1 can pray more. Many are the afflictions of the
righ teous but the Lord delivers him ou t of them
all. And we know t hat all t hings work together for
good to them t hat love God, to those who are
ca lled according to His purpose. I write these
wonts of God not to teach yo u, but because they
are our on ly assurance we will be delivered out of
all ou r afflictions."

- M rs. Lizzie Quinney
Syracuse. NY

" We received your le t ter a few days ago and
found it very ins piring. We wa n ted to wri te and
tell you we are com plete ly behind you and Garner
Ted. a nd the Work. You have our daily prayers. 1
feel there is no thing that ca n stop me from being
behind the Work financially a nd by prayers . 1
know that one of t he reasons we a re ca lled is to be
back of God's servants and get ting t he Gospel out
by supporting it . T h is is what we must remain
doing. Some of the people who have left t he
Ch urc h see m to have forgot ten about fulfilling
this com mission. This is hard for me to under ­
stand, because to me t ha t shou ld be the first goal
in our minds. But I know tha t what has happened
in the Ch urc h regarding people leavin g is Satan's
doin gs.

" Mr. Armstron g, I wan t to t hank you (I thank
God every day) for your part in revealing t he
wonderful t ruths we have received. 1 value my
ca lli ng. God ca lling us had made such a di fference
in ou r lives. . . . Remember you and Garner Ted
have our prayers and we are com pletely behind
yo u and God's Work."

Mr. & Mrs. Bruce Marsh
Myrtl e Poin t , OR

" I just wan t you to know I am standing wit h
you both a nd the Church or God. As Peter said t o
Jesus (when He as ked, 'Will ye a lso go away?' ) ' t o
whom sha ll we go?' re plied Peter. 'T hou has t the
words of eternal life' T hen in II Thessalonians
2 :3: 'for that day sha ll not come. except there be a
fa lling away firs t.' So shall we no t expect it a nd
accept it as a not her sign of t he t imes , thou gh it
ma kes o u r heart bl e ed whe n we t h in k o f
Hebrews 3:5, 6? . .

(Con tinued on. page 287)
)
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OPEl"" FOR UM u-as crea ted to continue rlw sa m e git ',,·
and -toke d i.:!cus swm conducted duriTll: the work shop s of
im- M ay, 1974 M m isteriol Conference. OPE N FOR UM
alford,; you Ow opp or tunity to rTf/d ) ' e;t;p ress yo ur
thoughts , ideas , opcmon s and suggestion .s rega rdin g an)'
area u'hich )UU [eel lL"ill con tribute to th e edi fica tion an d
stimulo. tion of your te l/au ' minis ters an d depar tmen t
m unae ers. \l 'e u'on l OPEN FOR UM to be encou raging ,
thought-pruwkilij! _ a ue hicle through u ,hi.h cons true ·
t ioe ideas can be born .

But please remem ber _ and p ardon our dis claimer ­
thR views expressed here do /WI necessarily reflect the
official policies or p rocedures of the lVorkfwide Chu rch
of God or A m bassador College . N either do tMy neces­
s arily rep resent the (1,'e ll 'S of tM edi torial s taff of Ow
B ulk tin. N or do they ne"essari(v ref/fOC I a ny absolute
concl usi ons or dogma on the part of the lndit,jduul con­
tributor - j ust food for t fwugh t and dis cussion . Sen d
your OPE.II,' FOR UM con tributions to the Bulletin , 300
W est Green S treet. Pasadena , Calif. 91123. B e sure to
double sp ace you r copv.

FORGETTIN G THE PAST

Of late t here has been an endless st ream of
ma ga zine articles about Am erican in volvemen t in
In do-Ch ina. Reporters, it seems, enj oy reaching
int o t he past and reh ashing all t he painful statts­
t ics. H ow m an y dea d, how m a ny woun ded , finan ­
cial losses, etc. In additi on , t he re seem s to be no
en d of finger-poin t ing . " Who was to bl ame for
wh at " is on e of t he con t in ual q ues t ions.

All of this has set me t hi n kin g abou t the rela ­
t ionship of all t his to the Work. Man y of us have
gone back int o t he recent past a nd reh ashed wh at
happened , wh y it happened and wh o wa s respon­
sibl e. This in its elf, I would say , is not wro ng.
Undoubtedly , there is val ue in lookin g at the past
t o avoid mis ta kes in the future.

But perhaps the ti me has com e to bury the pas t.
T he American people have been ask ed by di ffere n t
leaders, includin g t he President, t o leave the pas t
and look to the fu tu re ; perhaps the t im e has come
for us too t o lea ve the yea rs 1973-19 74 where t hey
belong - in t he pas t.

There is reall y no sense in bewailin g m istakes,
reh ashin g t raumas and painfully rei terating a ll
that happened. Maybe m ost of us have a lready
decided not t o discu ss that " t im e of trouble" when
we are visi t in g together or driving to and from
visits. There is , howe ver , still q uite a bit of nega ­
tive conversation con ti nuing.

Wo uld it be wro ng to forget. a ll about t he n ight -

m arish traumas of the past and look to t he future
with hope a nd confidence? I t h in k not!

- Steve Botha
Hal ifax , Nova Scotia

Canad a

A M ISUS E OF CHRIST' S AUTHORITY?

I wo u ld like t o commen t on Mr. H e rber t
Magoon 's comments in the Bu lleti n. of April 8
regarding God 's mercy and the role of t he min is­
t ry . Mr. Magoon may be inadvertently misunder­
sta ndin g the use of authorit y that Christ placed in
H is minist ers .

First of a ll let m e say I agree 1001{, with his
com m ents a bout God being a God of m ercy a nd
not sac rifice. We k now that He is not t ied to
rit ual s so much t hat He can never make an excep­
t ion in individual cases, as the cas e of David and
the shewbread shows. But the Passover and Day
of At on ement (and . t he other H oly D ays) were
given as laws for His peop le to follow. If we are to
say , as did M r. Ma goon , t hat the Day of Aton e­
m en t wa s made on ly for able-bodied individuals,
then we minist ers wou ld have t o s t ar t medically
exami ning all members to determine wh o wa s fit
t o observe t he day. And let 's face it, a great pe r­
cen t age would be found u nfi t to keep the fast !
Most of us have m embers in th e congregation wh o
fain t , get sick , get nausea ted , etc., every year on
t he Day of Atonement. Should we tell all these
people to not fast ?

I can remember a case in Scotland some years
ba ck where a member of the ch u rch was pregnant
at Atonemen t time. Sh e mentioned t o m e t hat
u n less she a te some food every cou ple of hours, she
wou ld Ret nause ated and feel like throwing up. I
told her she should en deavour to keep the fast as
God comm a nded and ask God for strength. After
Atonement she cam e to m e being very happy and
said that she had n 't felt sick the whole day ! In
short , she observed the day on faith. J ust las t year
a man in the Philippines was able to observe
Atonement fully for the first. time in years. In his
case he had (a nd still has) a bleeding u lcer a nd had
not managed t o go t he whole t ime before. B ut h is
inten tion wa s st ill t o obey God and on faith he
once again tried , as king God for strength. H e made
it this time and the very incident greatly encour­
aged hi m.

As regards travelling t o the Feast of 'Taberna-
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clee, t he Church has always said (to my knowl­
edge) that no one who is se riously ill shou ld eve n
attempt to attend. This is just co m mon sense .
God's command to travel to the feast surely
includes the abili ty to t ra vel and the jou rney is
not t he observation .

I , of course, kn ew whe n I was in S cotland as I do
now what Christ said in Matthew 16:19. Bu t I
didn 't for one mi n u te think that this gave me the
au thori ty to change or make void t he laws of God
for any individual! Christ me an t here t ha t His
ministers had the au thority to make decisions
within the boundaries of the law of God ! If we
start giving d ispensati ons to members to skip one
of t he Holy Days or not take the Passover, then
su rely we are falling into the error of the Catholic
Chu rc h which feels its priests have t he authority
to change or abolis h God's laws - which is what
they have done.

T he answer co mes back again to the pe rsona l
faith of the member . As m inisters we ca n not
negate a la w of God , so we sho ul d try to enc ou rage
the person to observe the Passover or Ato nem en t
as God com mands . Bu t if they feel they can ' t for
phys ica l or men tal reasons, then it 's bet.....een them
and God. I feel if they genuinely can' t do it t hen
this is where God's mercy co mes into play. Bu t it
is for God to judge them and not for the ministers
to hand ou t dispensations and, as t see it , distort
the mean ing of Ma tthew 16:19.

- Colin Ada;r
Reg iona l Direc tor

Philipp ines

ABUSING FRIENDSHIPS

"A man that ha th friends mus t show himse lf
friend ly : and there is a friend that sti cketh closer
than a brother" t Prov. 18 :24).

I can thi nk of no earth ly reso urce more va luable
than a close, abid ing friend. Money is a necessary
comm odi ty and we co u ld n't su rvi ve for long with­
ou t it . Bu t the trus t and su pport , t he low a nd
loyalty of a true friend is by far the greatest asset.

It 's a great feeling to know you have a person to
whom you can go at any time for any thing ­
wit hou t reluctance. You may need to borrow a
tool, use h is car to run a n errand or even ask him
to do it for you , in an em ergency . You may need
his honest co u nsel and encoura gement whe n you
are feeling down a nd out. You may even need to
call on him during t he night. Yes, it 's great t o have
individuals wi th whom yo u can confide th e
innermost secrets of you r life - so meo ne yo u ca n
trust, respec t a nd truly rely on .

Which brings me to the point I want to make :

ta ke care t hat we do no t abuse t he kindness of a
friend a nd take unfair adoontage of h is willing.
ness to serve. T o do so co u ld lead to rese ntmen t
and co n tem p t.

T he key, I believe, in preventi ng the possi ble
dissolution of a friends hi p is to mak e sure that we
bal ance ou t our receiving and giving. T hat is, d o as
much for a frie nd (or even more ) as he d oes for us.
I am not implyi ng that we keep a notebook of good
deeds done a nd retu rn bless ing for blessing. I am
sugges t in g t hat ceer the long haul we mu tually
re ciprocate services rende red.

Bringing this poin t down to a more spe cific
a pplica t ion , we all know that in every Ch urc h are a
there are lay members (possibly close friends) who
are big-hear ted and super-wi lling to serv e.

It is so easy and convenie nt to ca ll on [hem to
assis t in va rious p ro jects, perform this or that
du ty, or even do personal favors for us. These
affectionate, kin d ges tu res are not wrong. But if
we take the »eruice of our friends for granted and
fail to give in retu rn, they may even t ually regret
to hear us call or see us pull into the ir driveways.
If a friends hip degenerates to the point that one
party constant ly gets more th an he gives - he
ceases to be a true friend an d becomes a " pa ra ­
s ite."

Christi an love is a matter of give and take , a
d eli ca te bal ance of serving and being se rved . As a n
example in every day things, whe n ta kin g an assis­
ta n t or friend with us on v-isits, let's make su re
that .....e meet our sh a re o f "out-of-poc ke t­
e xpenses" such as buying coffee a nd doughnuts.

Remember the example J esus se t when He
was hed the discip les ' feet? In t his s im ple act of
hu mility, He taugh t us a gra nd pri ncip le of love ­
that of serving as well as being served . J esus
poin ted ou t to Peter that there are t imes to be
served: " Peter said unto him. thou shalt never
wash my fee t ..Jesus a nswered h im, if I uash thee
not, thou hast no p art trith: me! " (J oh n 13 :8.)

T o extend m utua l respect, concern, and service
for ot hers is a principle which . if properly app lied ,
will insure las ting friendsh ips .

In summary , wha tever we do ough t to be don e
with fairness and equality so tha t as Paul wrote,
" For I mea n not that other men be eased and you
be burdened: but by an equality, that now at this
t ime yo u r abundance may be a su pply for th eir
wan t , and that their abu nda nce may also be a
supply for yo u r want : that there may be eq uali ty!"
( II Cor. 8: 13·14. )

- Richard Rice
MPC Manag er

Pasadena
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T HE FEAR OF PROFESSIONALIS M

Most of us, m yself included , are natura lly suspi­
cious of t hat whi ch we do not unders ta nd. T h is
susp icion often gives rise t o fear which manifes ts
its elf in vario us ways.

Some people whist le when they are afraid .
Others bury their heads in the sand and ignore the
" danger." Many ru n in the opposite direction from
t he "enemy." A few will bristl e in righteous
indi gnation a nd t ry to bluster the alleged ene my
in to submission .

A common device is to resort to ridicu le.
Bein g able to ridicule so met hi ng has t he effect

of m aking one feel superio r to it.
This is oft en the case wit h professional shop t alk

or jargon.
Those of us who do not rea lly underst and vari­

ous art Iorms such as paintin g, scu lptu re, ball et ,
opera , classica l m usic, gou rmet dinin g, etc. , tend t o
ridicul e such in t eres ts as mere "cu ltu re snobbery."
Uncomplimen tary st ereot ypes are then ban died
about to just ify such a posture su ch as : a ll ar t is ts
and ballet da ncers are "queers" (or a t leas t m ost of
them are) , gourmets are merely obese glu ttons
who disguise t heir gluttony by ca ll in g t hemselves
"gourmets " etc., etc.

Gran ted, some artists are hom osexua l, bu t t hen
so are some truck drivers and som e loggers and
some br ick layers ! Wh y should a very honorab le
pr ofession or art form suffer because some of it s
mem bers have been devia te?

It is largely d ue to ignorance and t he accom­
panying fear and suspici on.

P rofession al jargon tends t o a lien ate the lay­
ma n. It creates an a ura of mystery - a barrier t o
com munication a nd underst andin g which most of
us canno t penetrate.

Pilots alienate us wit h t heir talk of " type-rat­
ing" an d "gyros" and "altim et ers" a long with the
jargon of radio communication - as do ham radio
operators .

Doct ors alien ate us wit h their polysyllabi c med ­
ical terminology.

Lawyers see m to have a legal lan gua ge all of
t heir own whi ch makes it necessary for us to hire
(re t ain?) them in order to de fend us a gain st t heir
own tenninology!

Buyin g a h OURe is no longer a m atter of payin g
the money and signing t he deed - now we need.
" real es tate brokers" t o process t he com plex, fine­
print laden documen ts, mortgages, esc rows and
fees in volved in purchasing a home.

Scien t ists have succeeded in creat ing a godlike
ima ge for t hemselves by speaking in esoteric terms
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fa m iliar on ly to t he m ost h ighl y r efined specialist
in a give n field of st udy. We are a ll da zzled and
confused by t he whi t e-sm ocked professionalism of
the physicist , the neuro-surgeon , t he chemist, the
ballis t ics expert , t he m arin e biologist , etc.

Because knowledge has been increased. to such
an incred ible degree in the last century, it has
beco me necessary to ha ve an army of specialists
who ca n sort ou t , cat alogue and appl y this moun­
tain of information .

T h is t ita nic in flux of in for ma tion and it s resu l­
t an t hor de of p rofessionals with their various spe­
cial ized vocabularies has produced a general
synd rome whic h I shall ca ll "pro-phobia" - the
fea r of professionalism .

The reason pro -phobia is so dam aging is t hat it
tends to close the doors to the best and most
au thori tative infor mation on a given subjec t.

It is especially unfortunate t ha t t h is fear should
exist in t he field of theo logy - a field to which
most of us in t he ministry ha ve ostensibly devoted
our en tire adult lives! T h is fear can lead us in t o an
un warrante d suspicio n of many areas of scholar­
sh ip .

W e h a ve s omet imes a cc ep t ed o nl y t h os e
"a u t hori t ies" who generally agree with our t h in k­
ing, and have rejected those wh o do not - m ore or
less arbi trarily .

We have occasionally placed J oseph us on a ped­
esta l a nd Eusebius in a pit , for example.

Was Josep hus " more converted " than Eusebius?
No t at a ll . It's just t hat we t end t o have a pr o­
J ewish , an t i-Cat holic bias when it comes to his ­
tory and scholarsh ip. This is reflected to a certain
exten t in ou r overall theo logy.

Perhaps it would be of value t o examine some of
t he terminology used in t heologica l circles. [P ro­
fessional jargon is used , not to keep t he laym an in
the dark, bu t to clarify thin gs for the profession al].

H om ilet ics, for example, has noth ing to do wit h
hom osexuali ty . H erme neu t ics is not related to
Herm an L. Hoeh , Kenneth C. Herrm ann or Her­
man's Hermits. E xegesis m ayor may not be
rel ate d to J esus.

Each of these is a working theological term
fa m iliar to most sem inarians and serio us s tuden ts
of t heology. We shou ld be fa miliar with these
te rms.

H omiletics has to do with speaking or preaching.
I t is the st udy of the art of preaching or giving
m oral discourses before an audien ce.

H erm aneuti ce, according to some authorities , is
t he st udy of the methodological princip les of inter­
pretin g t he Bible. It is "t he in quiry concerned with
t he p r e -s u ppos i t i o n a n d rule s of in t er-

. • 1,
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pre tarion . . . ." It attem pts to in terpret those laws
- given to a different people in a different cu lt ure
- for us today.

Exegesis is the explanation or critical inter ­
pretation of a text. It is understanding a text in its
context. t ime and environment.

T herefore, the exegesis must precede the henna­
eeurics, but the hermeneutics may be made homi­
letically.

If you wish to pursue the Questions of termino­
logy and method furthe r. you might find the fol­
lowin g volumes of value:

Exegetical Method - A Student's Handbook,
by Ot to Kaiser and Werner G. Ku mmel (A Seab­
ury P aperback, $2.95).

A Ha ndbook of Theological Terms, by Van A.
Harvey (A McMillan Paperback, $1.45 ).

- Brian Knowles
GN/Bookiets Managing Editor

Pasa de na

REASONS PEOPLE FAI L IN LEA DERSHI P

In my readings the other night, I ran across
severa l points enumerated by a man of the world,
and a successful one at that I migh t add, t ha t I
think might be .helpful to all of us in the ministry
regardless of responsibility. Na poleon Hill is the
author of the book. Think and Grow Rich, and
a lt hough I haven 't read that particular book, I did
read his ten points on why peop le fail in lead­
ership. I will save t he expense of my lengthy
comme nts on these poin ts , but will list them for
any who may not have run upon t he m as of ye t.

1. Inability to organize details
2. Unwillingness to render humble service
3. Expectation of pay for what they kn ow

instead of what t hey do with that whic h
t hey know

4. Fear of competi t ion from followers
5. Lac k of imagination
6. Se lfishness
7. In temperance
8. DISLOYALT Y
9. Emphasis of the AUTHO RITY of lead ­

ership
10. Emphasis of T IT LE

- Paul Kurts
Geneva- Montgomery. Alabama

BOO K REV IEW

Hide or Seek by James Dobson , Fleming H. Revell
Co., Old T appan, New Jersey, $4.95 hardback.

T his is a booster shot for the book H ide or Seek
by Dr. Dobson who also wrote Dare to Discipline.

Hide or See k is a book review that was written up
in the September 23, 1974 issue of The Bulletin by
Arch Bradley. I liked the book so well that I want
to give it a plug myself an d a lso thank Arch for
putting some of us on to it. If you have children or
if you are pastoring a Churc h, then I feel this book
will greatly he lp you. As Dr. Dobson said in his
introduction, "This boo k is intended to hel p par­
ents and teachers raise self-confident. healthy chil­
dren. Our youngsters need not hide in shame; by
a pplyin g t he st rategies I have outlined. we can
give t hem the courage to seek the best from their
wor ld."

Overall, the book deals wit h building self­
esteem. T he author, beginning in chapte r 4, has
what he ca lls "Strategies for Esteem." After each
stra tegy or principle he has a good question and
answer period. T he next major value of the book is
a very fine section on ado lescence - aU about
un derstanding what ad olescents are, what they
are going through, and how to unders tand an ado­
lescent. If you have a pre- adolescent, the author
has a section on how to help t he m prepare for an d
understand t he coming years and t he changes that
they will be going through.

The las t few cha pte rs deal with the six most
common ways child ren (and adults) cope wit h
inferiority. T he last cha pter deals with t rue val­
ues. In it Dr. Dobson sho ws what men tend to
va lue highl y. He states, " But what does God
va lue? We cannot substitu te His system for ours
unless we know what He has personally ordained.
Fortunately, the Bible provides the key to God's
value system for mankind, and in my judgment, it
is composed of six a ll-important principles. They
are : (1) devotion to God; (2) love for man kind; (3)
respect for authority; (4) obedience to divine com­
ma ndments; (5) sel f-discipline and self-control
and (6) humbleness of spiri t. These six concepts
are from the hand of t he Crea to r, Himself, and are
absolu te ly valid and relevant for our lives. When
a pplied , t hey encourage a chi ld to seek out the
opportu nities in this wor ld, ra ther than forcin g
him to hide in lone ly isola tion. They lead not to
neu roticism and despair, as do man's val ues, but to
emotional and physical health. Isn't this .....hat is
meant in Isaiah 54:13 (KJ V), stating: 'All thy
child ren sha ll be taught of t he Lord., and great
sha ll be the peace of thy chi ldren'?

"T he healthy self-concept which Chris t taught.
t he n. involves neither haughtiness and pride nor
inferiority and worthlessness. It is one of humble
reverence for God and every member of His
human family. We are to see our fellowman as

(Continued on page 287)
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CONCEPTS O F MATU RITY
T he Biblica l injunction to become "perfect" has

confused many down through the years who have
ten ded not t o realize how m uch words ca n cha nge
in connotation, and even denota tion , with t he pas­
sage of t ime. Webster de fines " perfect" as : " being
entirely withou t fault or defect : FLAWLESS ; satis­
fy ing all requ irement s: ACCURATE ; correspond ing
to an idea l standard ; fai thfu lly reprod ucin g t he
original ; PU R E , T OT AL ; lackin g in no essential
de tail : COMP L E TE . .. . "

T he te ndency of some Christians to view " per­
fect ion" as an idea lis t ic bu t h umanly unobtainable
goal has produced a variety of reactions . Some
despair in many ar eas of their lives . Others m ay
excuse their lack of effort to overcom e t he weak ­
nesses of the flesh with the attit ude tha t "nobody
can live a perfect life anyway." Ob viously, neit her
of these viewpoints is co rrect in the ligh t of all
scrip ture.

The Greek word t ra nsla ted "perfect " in Mat ­
thew 5:48, as well as manv ot her verses t h rough­
ou t the New Testamen t , is "telios." Most modern
translations render it " m at ure."

T he analy tica l Greek Lexicon of t he New T esta ­
ment (pg. 400 ) uses the following E nglish phrases
to define "telios": " bro ugh t t o com plet ion, fully
developed" : "ful l grown , of ri pe a ge."

The major pe rsona l goa l of the Christia n , as
Paul stated it in Ephesians 4:13, is to " . . . attain to
the unity of the fai th and of t he kn owled ge of t he
son of God , to mature manhood, to the measure of
t he stature of the fullness of Christ" (RSV ).

Whether we a re speaking of t he converte d or
uncon verted there are certain t raits or character­
istics which are cons idered to indicate maturi ty,
and their absence wou ld in dica te immaturity. The
power of the H oly Spirit. however, shou ld help t he
Christian t o at tain to a m a tu ri ty which is more
complete, more " fu lly de veloped" than that pos­
sible for t he unconverted .

Let's exa m ine now five m ajor dimensions of
ma turity a nd see the Biblical pers pective from
which each is viewed.

1. Having a realisti c view ofoneself and others .
As a t rait of Christian maturity, to have a realis-

ti c or objective view of on eself a nd others requires
that we perceive mankind fr om God 's perspecti ve
- not j us t from so me human, philosophical view­
poin t.

H ow does God look upon mankind?
First of all . as the apex of hi s physical creation,

m ade in t he very image of God wit h t he poten t ial
to become God. Seco nd ly, as a sin fu l creat ure in
need of a saviour. Once man is brough t to re pen­
ta nce and conversion, he t hen becom es a " new
creature" (11 Cor. 5: 17) with a new relati onship
to God and to hi s fellow m an.

Another aspect of t his trait of mat urity in volves
a realist ic view of on ese lf as a n in di vidual. Paul
pointed th is out repe atedly .

" For if any one t hi nks he is someth ing when he
is nothing, he deceives himself. But let each one
test hi" own work , and then his reas on to boas t
will be in h imself alone and not in his neighbor"
IGa l. 6,3·4 ).

And in Rom ans 12:3 " . . . I b id everyone among
you not to t hink more hi ghly t han he ought t o
th ink, but t o th in k with sober [realistic] j udgment ,

. each accordin g to t he measure of fait h which God
has assigned him." .

J esus ' parables of the pounds and talents, and
Paul' s analogy of the various members of the body
of Christ , a ll poin t out the im por tance of havin g a
re ali st ic view of oneself and others. We a ll h ave
differing kinds and degrees of gifts from God .

2. A second dimension of Biblica l ma turi ty is:
accep ting oneself and others.

T his, of cou rse, firs t requires a realistic view as
brought ou t a bove. Bu t , then it becom es vitally
important t o accep t ourselves and ot hers . Firs t . as
sinners, in need of salvation, whi le realizing that
that state is part of God 's pl an .

Paul said it in Romans 5:8, " Bu t God shows his
love for us in that wh ile we were yet sinners,
Christ died for us." And in John 3:17, J esus
em phasized , " For God sent not His son in t o the
worl d to condemn the world, but that the world,
t hrou gh Him , migh t be saved ."

The mature Christ ian m ust accept hi mself a nd
others, in spite of human weaknesses , as children
of God and hence worthwhile as pers ons. Of course
acceptance does not imply approval of all of a
pers on 's behavior. But, the mature Christ ian
knows how t o " hat e the sin but love t he sinner " ­
whether " the sinner" be himself or another .

T he mature individual can accept others in spite
of h uman differen ces based upon race, co lor , creed,
ethnic origin, or socio-econom ic status. "Truly I
perce ive t hat God shows no partiality, but in every
nation anyone who hears Him and does what is
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right is acceptable to Him" (Acts 10:34 RSV).
Perhaps Jesus stated t his second principle the

most clearly in his famous "Golden Rule." "You
s ha ll lo ve y o u r neighbor as y o u r s e lf"
(Ma tt. 22:39) . It is very importan t to unders tand
that t he love of neighbor is dependent in quality
and quantity on love of self. Tha t is. love of self in
t he sense of acceptance.

3. A t hird major area of Christia n ma turity is:
living in the present while having long range
goals.

Spiri tually , the long ran ge goa l of the Christian
is to obtain the gift of eternal life. And obtaining
that goa l depends in grea t m easure upon how we
live in the presen t .

J esus ' admonition to His disciples, "seek you
first the Kingdom of God and His righteousness,"
was set in the con text of instruction about how to
live in t he present . He sa id we are no t to be wor­
ried, a nxious or preoccupied with concerns about
the daily needs of the body (Ma t t . 6 :25-34).

Paul's admonition to the Christia ns is a super b
example of this kind of maturity. "Only , let every­
one lead the life which the Lo rd has assi gned to
him , a nd in which God has called him. Everyone
sho uld remain in the state in wh ich he was cal led.
Were you a slave when cal led? Never mind. But if
you can gain yo ur freedom , avail yourse lf of t he
oppo rtuni ty" (I Cor. 7:17,20-21 RSV).

Clearly, Paul advocated improving one's lot in
life as possible, but not lett ing one's presen t sta te
overshadow his long range goa ls in im porta nce.

T he te nde ncy of many is eit her to focus on the
present needs or circumstances to the exclusion of
a ny concern abo ut the future, or else to be so
concerned with some fu ture goal that too little
tho ugh t is given to the daily affairs of life.

And, again , in Paul's epistle to the Philippian s
we see this maturity exemplified. He describes the
Christian life as a race with a prize (P hil. 3 :14). He
tells of h is former life as a prominen t Pharisee
wh ich he gave up for Christ . In verse IO Paul
st resses his present active life in service to Christ.
"T ha t I may kn ow Him and the power of His
resurrection, and may share His su fferings. becom­
ing like Him in His deat h." Paul goes on to state
that he does no t consider himse lf to ha ve al ready
obtained t he goa l of his life but that he is actively
forgetting the past, reaching out to t he future and
pressing on to obtain the pri ze of the hi gh ca lling
of God .

And in verse 15 Paul exho rts, " Let t hose of us
who are mature be thus minded" (RSV).

4. A fourth charac teris tic of maturity for any ­
one is: having ualues.

This is especially vital to any Christ ian's ma tu- ........
rity. Indeed, the Christian led by the Spirit of God ,I
accepts a new se t of val ues which are the anti-
t hes is of t he "works of the flesh," Paul plainly
co n tras ted these opposing value systems in Gala-
tia ns 5:17-24. " For the desires of the 6esh are
against t he Spirit, and the desires of the Spirit are
against the flesh ; for t hese are opposed to each
other . .. and those who belong to Christ J esus
have crucified t he flesh with its passions and
desires : '

It s hou ld al so be sa id t hat t r ue maturi ty
requires that t hese values be self-chosen. An indi­
vid ual who only com plian tly conforms to a set of
val ues belo nging to ano t her (God or man ) is not
nearly as mature as one who has in tern alized
t hose values and made them his own.

God se t before the a nc ient Israeli tes two oppos­
ing alternatives a nd exhorted t hem to choose life
(Deut. 30: 19 ), but the choice was theirs. And
J oshua later appealed to those same people,
"Choose you this day who m you will serve . . ."
(Josh. 24:15 ).

5. The fifth dimension of Christ ian maturity is:
developing one's abilities and interests and coping
with the ta sk of lit'ing.

Jesus' parables of t he pounds a nd talents not
only point ou t that we ha ve diffe ring degrees of
ability, but also that God expec ts each individ ua l
to take interest in his talents a nd de velop t hem as
m uch as possib le. God requires, a nd will reward ,
ind ividual in itiative on the part of His children to
grow and develop.

The fearfu l, t im id, retiring a nd sta gnating indi­
vid ual was sharply rebuked for his approach to
life.

What is commonly re ferred to today as the
" P rotest a nt work ethic" certain ly is found in prin ­
ciple in the sc riptures.

Paul exho rted Christians to work a nd earn the ir
own living (II T hes. 3:6-13) and beyond that to
work to support needy re lat ives (I T im. 5:8).

He further exhorted that our daily labors should
be done from the heart, as tho ugh we were work­
ing for Christ himself [Eph. 6:5-8). If we can equip
ourselves for grea ter responsibili ties a nd opportu­
ni ties we should do so (I Cor. 7:21).

The mature Christian also recogni zes that there
is m uch in this human life to be interested in and
from whi ch he ca n gain enjoyment (Jas. 1:17;
Phil. 4,8 ).

Wh en all of t hese five as pects of maturity are
presen t t ogether. you find a n individual who is )
t ru ly mature . He will have real purpose in life, be
goa l orie n ted, be open to himself a nd ot hers. But

Ii
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the immature person will tend to be disorgan ized .
H e will eit her ha ve no goal s, or confl ict ing goal",
and be unaware a nd unaccept ing of many aspects
of himself and others.

This is why repeatedly throu gh the N ew Testa­
ment Christ ia ns ar e exho rted to becom e mature,
t o g rou- up in Christ.

"Him .....·e proclaim ... te aching every man in all
wisdom. that we may presen t every man mature in
Christ " (Col. 1:28 R SV).

" Brethre n . do not be chi ldren in your think­
in g . .. but in thinking be mature" (l Cor . 14:20
RSV).

It is incum bent upon us as Pa st ors a nd E ld er s
t o help those in our care to achieve this m at urity .

"And H e gave some apos t les , and some proph­
ets, and som e evangelists, and so me pastor s and
teac hers, for th e perfect ing of the sa in ts .. . un til
we a ll attain . . . to ma ture manhood , to the mea ­
su re of the st at u re of the fullness of Christ . . . we
are to g rou - up in every way in to Him who is the
head , int o Ch rist ..." (E ph. 4:11-13, 15 KJV,
R SV ).

- ME. T. Staff

OPEN FORUM
{Con tinued from p og e 284)

neither better nor worse than ourselves: rather, we
are t o love them as ourselves, and that pre­
scri ption pu ts t he entire ma tt er of self-worth int o
its proper pers pect ive.

"Tr.... it - you'll like it! "
So likewise I say. t ry this book - you'll like it.

Wit hin its pages a re som e good so und princip les
t hat ca n help not onlv yo u and your chi ldren , but
t he ma ny peop le you come in con t act wit h every
day.

- Hugh Wilson
New Or leans W est

LETTER COMMENTS
(Continued from p age 280)

"God give His Ch urch the courage, the fai t h and
the determ in ati on to keep its eyes on the goal a nd
not give up. Your letters a re a grea t help and
encou ra gem ent to stand fas t behind the lin es
while you workers are at the fron t lin es ."

- Hazel Stat zell
Phoenix, AZ

"Aft er reading the latest letter fro m Mr. Arm ­
strong, 1 certainly want to send words of encour­
agemen t.

" I know Satan has been tryin g to d iscoura ge me
and m an y ot hers lately with ment al turmoil. Per -

haps it has caused me to see better the way he
works. With God 's help it L<; only ca using me to
draw closer to the Work and keep myself more in
tune with God, searching for H is wa ys .

" P lease en courage everyone not to get dis cour­
aged nor feel left alone . Not a on e is left alone
wh en trusting God .

" For tunate ly 1 haven 't hea rd many rumors nor
do 1 want to.

"T hank you so much for your dedication and
hard work. Any of us seein g t he condit ions surely
back the Wor k an d soo n coming Government of
God all the way. Our prayers are with yo u contin ­
ually. May God 's will be don e."

- Chris Teede
Corpus Christi, TX

"J us t a few lines to let you know that we
re ceived the Co- Worker Lette r of March 25. We
are glad to hear from you and to learn of t he good
news, as well as bein g made aware of t he obstacles
tha t confront t h is Work. y.,,'e are very mu ch aware
of t he problem s t hat rest ahead of us in the imme­
dia t e fu ture when we hear from you . When yo u
hear from us, you are made aware of the fact that
we are concerned with you. We have been praying
for years that th e en d of t his age wou ld come and
that with it we knew would come persecut ion and
times of trouble such as this wor ld h as never seen.
We appreciate you and Garne r T ed very much and
are very pleas ed that God chose you as our leaders
to see the t t h is Gospe l is preached. Yo u both and
all support ing leaders are doin g a fine job or this
persecuti on would not be so severe. We also know
t hat none of us will get any rest until it is finished .
We are with you , we have bee n and 'wri l l continue
to remember you and support this Wo rk. 1 don 't
believe an y men have ever pressed any harder
tha n you and Garn er T ed have and are pressing."

- Harold , Doris & Collyer Wells
Pasadena, CA

" I have just finish ed readin g your letter of
March 25. 1 do not need anyone to convince me
that God Alm ighty called you to be head of this
grea t Work of H is. 1 have been in God 's true
Church for six years. 1 know what a wretched life 1
had befor e God called me through you and opened
my m ind t o H is truth and knowledge....

" When I go through times of s t ress a nd trouble,
and Sir, I know we are in those times now, 1
frequently go ba ck and read Romans 8 :35-39 and
Ga latians 6:9-10. 1 would like you to know that I
am behind you l oo \{ in prayers and income as long
as you are following in the footsteps of Goo
Almighty , and I have no doubt that you are fol-
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lowing Him . You and your son, Garner Ted. and
a ll of 000'8 ministers have my prayers. confiden ce
and t rust t ha t you will lead and direct the Work of
God in the way that He will have it go.

" I rejoiced as God's angels did whe n I heard of
the baptism of Mr. Stanley Rader. 1 pray for his
safekeeping also.

" I will quote you, Sir. in closing, 'I know as long
as you are in the hands of God , under His lead­
ership, following Him, He, with a ll power in
heaven and earth, is on our side an d we will win .' ''

- Clara Smit h
Silver Spring, MD

"We are behind you, Mr . Armstrong. This Work
",;11 go on no matter what bitterness is held by
those outside and some inside of this Work. Satan
has injected into some a mixture of sweet and
bitter water and he is t rying to pollute the pure
living water of God 's Work now.

"We love this Work; it 's our life. We pray God is
with you wherever you go and that He restrains
Sa tan . I hope we are not too far from the end of
t his age becau se only God kn ows how much a
better age is needed ."

- Mr. & Mrs. Bruce Werner
E ugene , OR

"I want to answer the letter you sent out dated
March 25, 1975. Thank you for this letter, an d for
keeping us informed about everything.

"You said in your let ter that you need our con­
fidence and trust, and our ass urance t ha t we are
continually supporting and backing you and your
son, G. Ted. to t he full. This is the reason I am
writing t o you, t o let you know that you have my
faithful support to the very end. 1 me ntion you
and G. Ted, and the min istry in my prayers con­
stantly, and 1 will continue to pray for you always .
I pray that God will protect you, G. T ed and the
ministry from our vicious enemies.

" I know that I don 't answer all of your letters ,
because for one t hing I'm not muc h of a letter
writer. It's very difficul t for me to put down in
writing wha t 1 feel, but just beca use 1 don 't
answer all of your letters or the letters G. Ted
sends out doesn't mea n that I'm not wit h you in
the Work. 1 am with you 100% with all my heart,
sou l and mi ght, and I am sure a ll of the brethren
around the world feel like this a lso, so please be
reassured. We are all praying for you so that you
can cont inue to meet with world leaders , so tha t
you may find grea t favor and grace and credi bility
in their eyes, and so that you may have t he
stre ngt h, vigor and yout h, good hea lth and long
life to get this job. the Work, done. We are all with

you an d 1 am with you, so 1 pray tha t you will be
encouraged and don 't get discouraged, As you said
a t the end of your letter - to quote your very
words, 'As long as we are in the hands of God,
under His leadership. following Him, He. with all
power in heaven and earth, is on our side and we
will win !' Those are your very words and I believe
them. As many times as 1 have falle n flat on my
face, it is al ways God who was there to pick me up
and cleanse me of filt h and dirt that 1 have falle n
into.

" Every time I get discouraged and depressed I
recall to mind what the Bib le says in Hebrews
13:5, for He has said, I will never leave you nor
forsake you. And so it is, sometimes when 1 have
been so low 1 felt 1 was jus t hanging in t here by
t he skin of my teeth God was there to he lp me,
and He is at our side to help us all.

"So do n't get discouraged by the dirty, rot ten,
filthy, pervert ed lies tha t our enem ies spread
about you. When these lies are spread abou t you
and G. T ed , they are not only a bout you and G.
Ted, becau se if we are all with you (and we surely
are) the n these lies are against us also - but most
import ant , they are against our Lord and Savior!
Our enemies can't possib ly win.

"We are al l with you, an d I am praying tha t the
Work will increase an d that t he income will get
back up to a subst antia l gain.

"Well. 1 jus t wanted to let you know t ha t you
ha ve my fullest support in t he Work no matter
what. I t hank you with all my heart, and I thank
my Lord and Savior Jesus Christ with al l my heart
for t he part He has given me - all of us, in this
Work."

- James Aumiller
Baltimore, MD

"I just completed reading your recent Co­
Worker Letter , and was greatly encouraged by it ,
despite t he continual efforts of Sa tan to stop God 's
Work.

" It will not be stopped unless and until God so
chooses. T he decisions He has led you to make in
doing t he Work constan tly show His guidance and
wisdom. It is inspiring to know tha t you and Gar­
net T ed , and a ll of us are tools and instruments in
His capable han ds.

"We are back of you a ll t he way ! And tha t is
because God is back of you - we wouldn't be if
His love and concern didn't inspire us . It is His
Work ! That fact increasi ngly becom es clearer and
more convincing in my mind !"

- Robert E. Bliemeiste r
Buffalo, NY
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