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Greetings again!
We have been extremely busy the past few

weeks and I apologize for not having prepared my
usual Bulletin copy. By time for the next issue
severa l subjects will need discussion so I will get
started on some writing early.

One thing I do want to briefly mention concerns
the National Basketball Tournament to be played
here in Pasadena during the Days of Unleavened
Bread. I feel there are some misunderstandings
concerning this tournament and on-going plan s
for national youth and teen activities.

According to comments I've heard some seem to
think this tournament is an end in itse lf. T his is
not so. We he re look at it as merely one aspect of a
future m ulti-faceted program of working with one
of our greatest resources - ou r youth. For too
many years our young peop le have been re legated
to a back seat (or in some cases, no seat at all). We
are trying to develop a program which will consist
of much more than simply the area of athletics.
We are purposely going slow to insure that we get
one activity successfully off the ground before we
begin in another area.

Ou r whole plan is to provide an outlet within
the ch urch to develop the spiritual, mora l, mental,
and physical character and ability of ou r youth. In
addition we wan t to give them the opportunity to
t ravel and compete within the proper atmosphere
with, hopefully, the right example being set by the
adults.

We are currently thi nking about a nat ional
youth talen t contest, with regional competition
he ld at the Feast sites and then t he na t ional fina ls

at either Pasadena or Big Sandy. This would be
completely different from anything in athletics.
We are also considering a yo uth art show, a
national theme writing contest, and several other
things.

All of these activities are still in the th inking
and talking st ages, and we definitely welcome an y
ideas any of you may have either pro or con , Of
course, there are many other activities which we
encoura ge each of you to have with the yout h in
your own areas. We simply ca nnot have national
events begin in a lot of areas at one time.

One problem , of course, in beginning anything
on a national basis is the finances involved. It
takes a lot of money to have even one na t ion a l
event. In this regard, I am sure that all of you
received the memo fro m Dennis Pyle on support of
our National Youth Program. To date we have
received only slightly over $1000 in total cont ribu­
tions nationwide. What we will be able to do in the
future on a national basis depends largely on the
financial support we receive from across the
nation. A couple of do llars seems like very little for
our people to contribute toward the future of their
children. I definitely hope we ca n have sufficient
support coming in to be ab le to con t inue p lanning
and to have a fu ll scale youth program at some
time in the future. Our young people are definitely
worth the effo rt and the expense .

- C. Wayne Cole

NOTICE
Due to t he press of meetings, TV, article

writing for the PT and GN, and preparation
for the San Francisco personal a ppearance,
Mr . Ted Armst ro ng was not ab le to prepare a
letter for this issue.
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Mail Processing

CAUSES OF MAIL OELAY
Frequen tl y su bsc r ibers and members will ask us,

" Wh y is it tha t mail service fro m Headquarters is
so slow? I t hought a booklet sho u ld reach me
wit h in a matter of days after I reques t it - espe ­
ciall y if I ca ll in over the WA T S line."

Because t his is a n importan t question . we would
like to de vote ou r report for t he Bulletin this issue
to e xp lain cer ta in aspec ts of ou r ope rat ions and
the results of in-d epth st udies we ha....e made into
the ca uses of literature delay. I'm su re this infor­
mation will be helpful to you whe n people as k
a bou t ou r service.

M a il Pro c e s s in g Err ors

Yes , we do m ake m istakes . Bu t de tailed studies
have sho wn tha t our percentage of er rors is only
1.5% to 2.0% of tota l mail processed. In comparin g
these figu res wit h large mail order houses {Mont ­
gomery Ward , Aldene. erc. ) we find tha t our pe r­
formance is equal to - or even a bove - their
emp loyee accu racy . T o reduce our mistak es even
fu rt h er. a spec ialized section for Quality checkin g
has been ins ta lled , plus a con t in uin g departmental
t raini ng program for employees. We might ad d
tha t ma il processing errors are t he leas t ca use for
mail co mp laints.

Lite rat u re Not Av a ilab le

Because the Worldwide Church of God is a pro ­
gressive and growing ins t itu t ion. it is necessary to
continually upda te our pu bli cations. T hus, some
literature is periodica lly rem oved from stoc k for
revis ion ; ot her publications are discontinued com­
plete ly for various reasons.

Owing to ou r la rge inventory of available litera­
tu re a nd t he cons tan t demand of t he public. ou r
st ock of cer ta in items will a t t im es run ou t before
new ones ca n be prin ted. This will necessitate a
period of waitin g on the part of ou r readers. -A tso,
t igh t schedul in g by our prin ters can mean that
new booklets are not always available a t the t ime
of annou ncement.

Subscriber Erro r

E ....ery day let ters come to us where the person
has failed to give his name and address. It may be
a name wit h no address, or a n address with no
city. Often. if s im p le s t reet directions are omitted.
such as " SW" or "E," some postmen will return
seco nd a nd third class m ail. eve n though the
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ad dressee may receive his first c1a.ss'i mail. Also , a
wro n g address ca n be entered in to o ur computer if
t he handwriting is not clear .

As mentioned in the last issue of the Bulletin, it 's
import ant that we recei ....e not ice when a subscriber
changes his address . T he post office wilt not forwa rd
second and t h ird class material un less forwarding
postage is guaranteed by the su bsc r ibe r.

Po s tal M isro u t in g

One of ou r larges t sin gle co m pla int areas is due
to litera ture get t ing los t . stolen. or mis- rou ted in
th e m ail. Postal em ployees are h um an an d can
ma ke mistakes - plus th ird class mai l is not
t rea ted with the sa me res pec t given to first class
m ateria l.

Dela y in t he M a il

Mail de lay is probably the largest ca use for com­
plaint. Let's look at the situation we are faced with :

First of a ll. it takes a su bsc riber 's letter three to
five d ays to rea ch us . On ce the letter arrives it is
true that we try to process it within :l4 hours a fter
we receive it . but the re are occasions when it ta kes
longer because of mail volume a nd weekends.

(Continued on pose 158)
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W O R LDWI DE C HU RC H O F GO D
WORLD H EADQ UARTERS

PASADEN .... , CALIFORN IA

H ERBERT W , A RMSTRO NG
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March 1 0 , 19 7 5

To all ministers and k ey supervisory personnel:

"YOU HAVE CAPTURED BOMBAY ! "

The above remark c a me spontaneously from a high-ranking leader
in Bombay .

Bombay has be en a most significan t and r evealing EXPER I ENCE .
Th i s experience was a graphic e x amp l e of t he LEADERSHI P in God ' s
WORK! Th a t leadership comes from the l i v i n g Christ, and Bomb ay was
a moving example o f how He l e a d s , directs and blesses wi th and
throu gh the one He has chosen as His instrument CARRYING ON THE
GREAT CO~ISS ION!

As a result, He made the campaign there up t o this point a hug e
over whelmi ng s uccess -- fa r beyond original e x pec t a t ion s !

Here is what happened . Before arr iving there i n J anu a ry , we
had hoped to have a l arge c amp aig n i n Bombay s ome mo nths later
pro b a bly i n the summer -- with prel imi n ary me etings wi t h se lec t
groups o n this trip to prepare the way .

Bu t , after o u r arrival, l o cal l eaders a dvi s ed t hat it mi g h t
be more advantageous to hold the BIG campai g n earlier , by ~arch

1st , as a probably 25,OO O-attendan c e one -night campaign in the
large Cricke t Stadium outdoors . Later than tha t s t udents wo u l d b e
go ne ; we ather would b e too ho t. That suggestion chang e d our p l a n s .
I n s t e a d of proceed ing on t o Pasadena from Europe as we had planne d,
we now h ad t o return t o Bomba y f r om Europe by February 21 .

But u nexp e c t edly, a f ter thr e e wee k s, TWO major events occurred
that made a huge 25 , 000 capacity crowd u nwi s e i f no t i mpo ss i b l e .
The l oc a l state government wa s suddenly overturned . The campaign
r e q u ire d approva l f rom the Ch ief Execut ive. In t he ir STATF. govern ­
ment , a s o ne of India's states ( l i ke Cal i fo rn ia i s one of t he states
of t he U.S .) , t he Governor occ up i es the h ighe s t ho norary posit ion ,
bu t t he Ch i ef Execut i ve is a position lik e the Pr ime Min is te r of a
na t ional governmen t . We ha ve b e e n wa r mly r e c eiv e d by b o t h and ha v e
the approval o f both.

But, with the gov e r nme n t now o ve r t u r ne d , we now ne e d e d t o be­
come acqua inted with, and obtain the endorsement o f, the n ew Chie f
Exec u t ive.
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Another u nexpec ted even t o c c u r r i ng at the same t ime was e ve n
more serious . The go ve rnment o f the Un ited States had lifted i t s
embargo o n s hipping mi litary a r ms s upp l i e s t o I nd i a' s ne x t door
potential ene my , Pakis t a n. You in the Un i ted Sta te s can ha v e no idea
what a u nive r sal , na tio na l storm o f p rote st a nd ange r aga i n s t t he
Un i t e d State s this s t i rred up ov e r a l l o f Ind i a . News pape r he ad l i ne s
p l a yed it up big. Pe o p l e were s udde n l y ho s t i le t oward Amer ica . The
l eadin g peop l e we knew were not ho s t i l e towa rd u s - - Mr . Rader , Mr .
Go t o h a nd me -- but t hey warn ed u s t hat a mee t i ng wi t h t he g ene r a l
pUb l ic c rowd would br i ng hoot s , ang r y cat c a lls , boos, and ma ybe o r ­
ga n i ze d p rotest o r vio l e nc e . Lowe r l e v e l pe o p l e would a sk , "How do
you come he r e p reach ing PEACE when yo u send a rm s to the Pa k istanis
t o shoot at US? ! " As o n e l e ader s a id , "We ' r e the on l y one s the Pak ­
i s t anis ha v e t o u s e these a rms aga inst ."

The new U.S . Amba s sador, ~r . Saxb e , en rou te t o h i s new po s t ,
stoppe d o f f in Bang kok f or some t wo weeks o r mor e t o l e t things c oo l
o f f before he p r oceed ed t o I ndia to tak e up his ne w post i n ~ew De l hi.

To h ave p roceeded with p lans f o r the big ma s s - a t t e ndan c e c am­
pa ig n c o u l d have been disastro us .

But now we see the real LEAD ERSHIP o f God r S wo r k I~l ACTI ON .
J esu s Chri s t mo v e d t o tu r n al l th i s i n t o a huge suc c ess so f a r , IN
SPITE o f the s e events o ut s id e ou r c o ntro l , a nd c irc umsta nces promise
a n eve n BIGGER c ampaign !

I n t he e ig h t o r n i ne days we were i n Bombay on o u r r e t u r n trip ,
beginn i ng l a t e February, as i de f rom the i mpo r t an t g roup s o f hundreds
each , I a ddres sed on t he J anuary vi sit the fo llowi ng mee t ing s and
addre sses :

I add r e s s e d a banqu e t attended b y ove r 600 J un i o r Chambe r of
Comme r c e members . They a re the LEADERS of the ne x t te ~ t o thirty
years , now ag e s twe nty- f i v e to f orty. They ma de me a n honorary me m­
be r ; p resen ted a p laque . Then a group of 450 "GIANTS Club " member s
-- a r ecently - organi zed high prest ige c lub of peo p l e d ed i cated to
t he way o f l i fe o f GI VING, HELPING , etc . in an organized ma nne r .
I addre s s ed a meet i ng of t he Ro t a r y Club compo s ed of t he lead i ng ma n
in e a c h p r ofess i on , b u s i ne s s , i ndustry or type of institution ; t he n
a group of 30 0 Lion ' s Int e r na tio na l membe rs . After that meet ing ,
their c h ie f of f i c e r s asked me to add res s t hei r district conv e n t io n ,
t o be he ld i n Bomb a y i n late Apr i l , with 4, 0 00 membe rs pr esent! Then
there was a nother g roup of very pr ominent l e a de r s - - about 250 - ­
that I a ddresse d .

)

)

I know i t is d i f fi c u l t for you people back home to r ealize wh a t
a TOTALLY DIFFERENT t yp e of community I nd i a i s than the Un i t ed St a t e s .
In the massive 550 mi ll i on po pul a t i on of Ind i a 65% c annot read o r
wr ite , prob ab ly n o t eve n 1 0% have an ed uca t ion e qual to the U.S .
AVERAGE.

I spoke t o about 1 6 00 hig hly - e d u c a t ed LEADERS . The s e i nclude d _J
c ivic l eaders, pol itica l l e aders , inc l ud ing t he Gove r nor (two vi s its
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• ( t o his home , one as g ue st of hon or at a l un c he on o f twenty in­
vited highest-rated people -- seated at five tab l e s with f our
at a t able -- the Governor and I and two l a dies at the head t a ble)
and a f o rty-five -minute private meeting with the new Chief Execu­
tive , a l so e d uc a t iona l , s c ientif ic , professiona l , indu s tria l and
comme rc ia l leader s -- bes ides a large group of CO~ING leaders i n
all wa l k s o f l ife . I was in n ewspapers almost eve ry d ay, spec ial
i n t erv i ew s by TV, one address t elevised t o pe rhaps mi l lion s , two
spec ial newspape r interviews , two Sabbath services at tended b y about
a do ze n members a nd o t her visitors , wi t h f ul l Sabba t h sermon . And
I ke p t up wr i t i ng Plain Tr u th art icles , Co -Worker le t ters , Bulletin
a nd o t her articles continually . (This state of Ma ha r a sht r a h a s a
populatio n of 5 5 mi l l i o n -- approximately that o f Gr eat Brita in .)

Now which , a fter a ll , wo u ld have been mos t i mport a n t to t he
WORK for this s p ec ific trip : a mass public mee t i ng of 25 , 000 , where
mo s t wo ul d be o f t he masses o f varying degrees of l itera cy, OR what
ac tua l l y DI D ta ke p lace -- my s peaking t o six h igh - leve l a udie nc es
o f LEADERS wi t h an i nv i t a t i o n t o address 4, 0 00 Lion 's Cl ub membe rs
a t t h e i r di s t r i c t c onventio n in April? AND NOW, with t he b ig ~ss

C~1PA I G~ ba c k on s c h e d u l e as or i gi nally p lanned fo r Nov e mb e r , i t is
now s c heduled t o be a t hree -night me e t i ng wi th perhaps a n even BIGGER
c r owd . What I ha v e said above is no t intended t o i mply that such
a mas s c r owd is not d e s i red - - I was speaking r elativ e ly, and I d id
alread y on t h is trip speak t o a large number of HI GHER- LEVEL l e a ders .

( I know it is difficult f or on e who has not been i n this far
eas t er n part of t he wor l d to r e a l i z e t he di f fe rence i n c ondi tion s
fr om the U. S . But, o ur two vis i t s t o Bomba y have bu ilt a g reat peak
o f CRED IBI LI TY and CONFI DENCE a n d FAVOR. The leaders there WANT TO
HEAR MORE. Hundreds have he ard though t -provok i ng t hi ngs they have
neve r heard before. They have been s et THINKI NG HOW world PEACE is
actually going t o c orne by a s uper ONE - WORLD GOVERN~EN T -- how the
wo r l d' s terrible problems are going t o b e s olved and the tro uble
ENDED by superna tural divine INT ERVENTI QN -- how a l l na tio n s a r e
going t o come t o know that THE ETERNAL is their Crea tor and the i r
God , and know t h e TRUTH -- the fac t tha t ALL nat ion s h a v e bee n DE­
CEIVED. Thes e a nd o t he r truths i n Christ 's ~ESSAGE hav e o pe n ed ma ny
eyes , started many minds t o think ing , asking quest ion s , wanting t o
hear MORE !

Ye s, as the man sa id , "We have CAPTURED BO~BAy.1I It is now
RI GHT for a BIGGER CAMPAIGN , no t on ly t o t he WHOLE pUblic, but t o
t h e hu nd r e d s and FEW t ho u s a nd s of t o p l e a ders.

And THAT, fe l low ministers , ~ ~ WORK!

The Work is g e tt i ng o u t t he GOSPEL ~ES SAGE Christ brought to
ALL NATIONS i n t he world .

(
Where is the REAL "He a d quarters" of the Work of God? It is

where CHRIST is, in heave n . But He is d oing a WORK on earth, and He
called and chose me a s His instrument He is using, and where He is
at the t ime g i v i ng out tha t Gos p e l message through His servant is

.. _ - -~--~
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t he a c t u a l Hpadquarters o n earth .

It took f o rty years t o ge t tha t MESSAGE to a re a s onab l e e xtent
ove r the Un i ted State s , Ca n ad a , Australia , New Ze a land and to eve n
a lesser extent to Britain , western Eu r o pe a nd So uth Africa . But ,
tho ugh we t ried by rad i o s tat ion s OUTSIDE most of t hose nat i on s , we
co u l d not by those method s get the MESSAGE t o t he l a r ger g r e a t popu ­
l ation o f t h e Ge nti l e na t i o n s .

Now, i n the past c o up l e o f ye a r s , Ch r i s t i s LEADI NG God ' s Wo rk,
o pe n i ng NEW DOORS into THOSE NATIONS -- r i g h t fr om the VERY TOP!
He i s g i v i n g me GREAT MI RACULOUS FAVOR -- PREST I GE , CRED I BI LI TY. It ' s
a new exper ience f o r ME . On l y GOD can do s uch t hin gs . I have n ' t done
i t , bu t these ch i efs o f state and t ho s e d i r e c t l y under them s eem t o
r a diate LOVE t oward me a s i f t hey f ee l r ea l AFFECTI ON f o r me. I ca n 't
ge t the WHOLE MESSAG E t o t h e m a nd t he mai n e xpanded LEADF.RSHIP OF THE
NATI ON in o ne o r t wo v i s its . It doe s take TI ME , but p rog r e s s s o fa r
is SENSATIONAL ! ----

Is THIS i mportan t ? Where i s the Work being do ne ?

Le t me il l us tra t e . When we were bui ld i ng GOD 'S HOUSE in Pasa ­
dena , whe r e was the wor k o f buildi ng t he HOUS E be i ng done ? Right
the re on t he spo t , o f c our s e . I d i d spe nd wha t time I could s pare
t he re o n t he s ite . Th e con s t r u c t ion c r e w wa s t here .

Whe n t he WORK wa s ge t t i ng t he mes sage o ve r t he U.S., Ca n ad a ,
Austra l i a , Britain and Eu rope , how d id it s tart? How d i d Chris t
l e ad a nd d i r ec t?

)

At first He had me with my wi f e do j u s t abou t a ll of i t.
t he broadcast; I p r e a c he d a personal e vange l i s t ic campa ign-Si x
a we ek; I edite d and wr o t e the Pla in Trut h , a nd Mr s . Arms t r o ng
I t-on-an old sec ondha nd neostyle. She kept the mail ing list .
t he s o l e mi nister o f the Chu r c h .

I d id
ni~hts

pr lnted
I wa s

We grew . I added sec r e taries . We f o unded Ambassado r Co llege .
r t aught c lasses i n Bib l e; I h andle d t he e xec u t i ve j o b ; I got in
t he mo ney . As we e n l a r ged t he r a dio cove r age i t was up t o ME t o s e e
we ne e ded mo r e a nd mor e sta t i ons . I t was I who t r a velle d o v e r the
Un i t e d St a t e s c a l l i ng o n s t a t ion man agers , "se l l i ng" them the progra m,
o pen i ng time o n the i r s ta t ion s . I was wr i ting the PT (for s ome year s
I wro t e eve ry word o f it ) .

Of course , as t he WORK g r ew many s uppo rt ing depa rtmen t s a nd
d ivi s ion s were o rga n i zed , suppo rting the WORK.

By 1954 , Mr. GTA wa s comi ng alo ng he l p i ng wi t h t he broadcast ing ,
and in those days l isteners c o uld n ' t tel l whose vo ice t hey we r e h e ar ­
i ng. Gradually , he as s umed more o f t he b roadc a s ting , writing , ex -
ecutive management , in t op- leve l areas o f the Work. ~

Now, finally t he WORK i s fairly wel l BU ILT i n the U. S . and Ca nada ,
a nd the nat i o n s spr ung from t he a ncient "house o f I s r ae l. " What ha s
bee n built t here must b e MAI NTAINED a nd EXPANDED by t he gov e r nme n t

- --"-- .-. "
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( of God. God always ~reserves a nd maintains .
He has created , by H ~ s gov e r nme n t . And t h e s e
fina ncially the WORK in the vast NEW AREAS
t ile nations to which God i s sending me .

And f ur ther bu i l d s ~ what
a reas now mu s t support
the g r ea t po p u l a tio n Gen -

As t he Work o f announcing the s oo n -corn i ng Kingdom o f God contin­
ued on from 1934 , God AD DED those comparat ive ly few be ing converted
o r "saved " now . Formerly I ca l led " f e e d i ng the f lock " the s econd
c o mmi s s ion a nd tak ing t he Gospe l Message t o t he wo rl d t h e f irst
Great Commi s s ion . But the Bible i t s e l f does no t me ntio n " f e e d i ng
t he f lock " as a s e c ond commiss ion ; i t is merely a s upple me n t a r y part
of the ONE Gre a t Commi s s ion to " go ye int o al l t he wo r l d and preach
the Gospel " - - which Go s p e l is the MESSAGE of t he s o on- c oming King ­
dom o f God . THAT i s THE WORK .

But , as God a d de d such a s s hou ld b e saved , t he fl o c k had to .b e
TAKEN CARE OF. It wa s a CARETAK ING a ctivity , supp lementary t o t h e
main WORK, which i s ge tt in g t h e message to t he world "a s a WITNESS "
-- bu t not a s a "so u l -w inning crusade. " The ve ry f ir s t REASON why
God is carling AN YBODY t od ay i s to STAND FAI THFULLY BACK OF US WH O
ARE ACTUALLY GETT ING THE KINGDO~ MESSAGE TO THE WORLD!

But i t is not , p r imar i l y , so to speak , the WORK .

(
And no w, with this n ew dimension of the Work opening up

t i ng t he Mes s a ge t o the v a s t - p o p u l a t i o n Gent i le countrie s
mo r e than e ve r IMPORTANT that the Shepherd l e a d t he f l ock t o
BACK OF THIS MAIN THRUST OF THE WORK .

-- g e t ­
it is
STAND

(

The Work is NEW -- jus t ge t t i n g started i n these areas. It
will not require f or ty y e a r s t o get the message t o t hese Gen til e
areas . With God openi ng doors f rom the very TOP , prog r ess wi l l be
made much more rapidly . I have estimat~d three t o f ive more years .
I, of cour s e , do not know f or sure .

Sometimes, beg inning back in 19 53 , progres s s e e me d painfUlly
SLOW and yet the Work mu ltipl ied itself i n s i ze a nd s c o p e eight
times in eight years, sixty-four t ime s in six teen year s a nd 256
t imes i n thi rty-two years . I t DOUBLED in s i ze a nd s c o pe eve ry t wo
and t wo-thirds years f or 35 year s !

Wha t e v e r has been the MA IN THRUST OF THE WORK -- getting out
Christ 's Me s s a ge of the Kingdo m of God as a witness -- God h a s used
me as His instrument .

Bu t He brought my son Gar ne r Te d along r ight b e h i nd a nd WI TH me .
Now HE doe s the te lecasting and broadc a s t ing, mu ch o f the wr i t i n g ,
be sides t he personal appearance camp a i gn s a nd t he e xecut i v e admin ­
istration of both Church and Co l l e ge i n Pasade na .

Now for some announcemen t s . Ga r ner Ted Arm strong is no w being
made PRESIDENT of Ambas sador College -- a s I r emain Cha nce l l o r a nd
Cha i r ma n of the Bo a r d.
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Mr . S tanley R. Rad e r i s being ma de Vi ce - Pre s i den t f o r F i nancial ~
Affai r s fo r the Churc h . Mr . Rader is now a bap t ized membe r of God 's
Churc h ; I bap t ized him ~arch 6 t h .

Dr . Mi chael Germano is be i ng made Executive Vice-Pres ident o f
Ambassador Co l lege in Pasadena .

Fe l lows , a l l p hase s o f t he Work a re "GO" ! All a re following
t he d i rec t ion a nd leadership o f the liv ing -Ye s u s Ch r ist !

With love , in Jesus' na me ,

)

,,
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Herbert W Armstrong

UPDATE
Tokyo, March 12. 1 9 75

In a few hou rs we will be depart ing T okyo for
Pasad ena havin g co m pleted t he longest journey
abroad d uring t he pas t seven years, as M r. Arm­
s t ro ng strives to fulfi ll the Great Commission
worldwide in a world that is cru mbling arou nd us
in a ma n ne r obvious even to t hose wh o have here­
to fore been unable or unwilling to read the signs.
Today is our 56th d ay abro ad and we ha ve acc om ­
plished all of ou r goals t hat we have set for this
pe riod. bu t already we a re pl annin g ou r de parture
from Pasadena on Ap ril 9 t o con tinue t he yet
u nfinis hed work.

Las t n ight was a memorable occas ion for all of
us who ha ve work ed so closely with M r. Arm ­
strong - a nd a ll of us thi s time in cludes their
Im peria l High nesses. Prince and P rincess M ika sa .
the newly appointed Isra eli Ambassad or to Japan
from Israel, H is Excellen cy M r. Ram at i, Mr. and
Mrs. Matsufu ji (who returned yest erday fro m
Israel where they had com pleted a three-year tour
of duty as First Mi nis ter and Counselor of t he
.Iapanese Embass y ), D rs . Ohat a, Goto an d other
mem bers of the Tel Zero r archaeological team, ou r
very dear friends M r. Bunsei Sato , Mr. Ya m ­
agu chi , M r. K obayas h i and M r. Shionoya (four of
Mr. Armstrong 's J apan ese sons) , and m any other
dis ti nguish ed guests from the dipl om atic, com ­
mercial and pu b lishi ng fields .

Within min u t es after h is arrival upo n being
greeted by M r. Armst ron g, H is Imperial Highness
Prince Mikasa stated to him that he was the spiri­
tual Kissinger an d he t han ked Mr. Armstrong pr i­
vately for his efforts in bringin g about t he recen t
t rip to Egypt of t heir Imperial Highnesses. After
dinner, however, to our great d eligh t and surprise,
His Imperial Highness specifically thanked Mr.
Annstrong for paving the way to peace and for
their Imperia l Hi ghnesses' visi t to Egypt. T he
prince also then re ferred to Mr. Armstrong as the
spiritual Kiss inger, leaving no doubt in anyon e's
mind that wi thout Mr. Annstron g's efforts the
lat ter woul d not have taken place. The Israeli
Ambassador t hen toasted Prince Mikasa an d M r.
Armstrong and stated t hat soo n he woul d hope
t hat he, too, would be able to be received in Egypt
as had Prince Mikasa and that he, too, wou ld
appreciat e as would all of his people and hi s gov-

em me n t Mr. Armstro ng 's co nt inuin g int eres t a nd
work in prom ot ing be tter unders tandin g be t ween
peoples every where . a nd pa rticularly bet ween peo­
ples of the Middl e E as t.

Mr. Armstrong, wh o earlier had welcomed the
guests before the dinner began , then thanked
them all for having shared this memorable evening
wit h him . He then t ook the guests by surprise by
sharing with them an a nnoun cemen t whi ch he
had made a pa rt of h is la test personal message to
you in this very Bullet in . He a nno unced. that upon
h is return Mr . Garner T ed Armstrong wou ld be
made P resident of Am bas sado r Colle ge a nd t ha t I
wou ld be m ade Vice P resi dent for F in ancial
Affairs for t he Chu rc h . T hese two annou ncemen ts
were, of course, tota lly unexpe ct ed by our guests ,
non etheless t hey brough t a new wave of affection
and wa rmth for M r. Armstrong a nd for t he
Church a nd the College. an d I must confesss m uch
of t he same for me individ ua lly. Last evening and
t his morning I have received m an y phone calls
fro m those guests individ ually wh o have taken it
u pon t hemselves to pay their respect and to give
their congratulatory messages to me.

Today. even as Mr. Armstrong and I and the
rest of our party are t raveling home, M r. Gotoh
will be meeting wi th the Ambassador from Israel
and four of Mr. Armst rong's J a pa nese sons. in
order to im plement other progra ms which will
bring the t wo cou n t ries together a nd esta blish
even greater bonds bet .....een the peop les of the two
nations. The Israeli Ambassador, of course , is verv
m uch hopefu l that Prince Mikasa's intended t rip
t o Israel will no t be deferred because of the politi­
cal sit uat ion in the M idd le East , an d the J a pa nese
Congressme n will be d oing wha t they can (wh ich
is muc h) t o pe rsuad e the Cabinet to pe rmit t he
P rin ce to visit Israel this su mm er. In addition ,
pla ns are be in g made for an other t rip t o the
M idd le E as t with Mr. Armstron g and h is Japanese
Congressmen son s - a trip that will include vis its
to other Arab co untries. heret ofore not visited ,
and to Israel. Also, t he Japanese Congressmen will
do what t hey can to persuade the Cultural Divi­
sion of the Min istry of Foreign Affairs to extend
invitat ions t o bo t h the Isra el i Phil h arm o n ic
Orchestra a nd to Professor Yigael Yadin for h is
M asada Excavations e xhibit - t wo cu ltu ral
projects wh ich will d o much to prom ot e better
u nd ers t an din g in J apan of the Israeli people, as
differentiated from M iddle East Politics. Although
I have not an nou nced it earlier, Ambassador Col ­
lege , through Mr. Gotoh , has been instrumental
last fall in workin g with both the Minist ry of
Foreign Affai rs and the Israeli Embass y in Japan
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to bring the leading Israeli folk singer t o Japan.
You will be able to see the picture, by the way, in a
new brochure being prepared entitled, Ambassa­
dor College in Israel , as she sa ng in J erusalem at
the dinner hosted by the J apanese Ambassador for
the Japanese Congressmen a nd Mr. Armstrong in
Septem ber 1974.

We are a lso working a t developing plans for the
com me ncemen t of the Work, as we know it , on a
com pre hensive basis in J apan, but more about
tha t as those plans become more conc rete. But let
me say at this t ime t ha t we are being urged by the
many Congress men friends an d ot hers in high
places in J apanese life to begin that Work in a
subs t an t ial way at an ea rly date, and tha t they
will do everyt h ing within the ir po we r and
influence t o see that the Plain Truth , for exam p le
(published in .I apenese or partly in J apanese),
becomes a n im portan t publication in Japanese cir­
cles. In fac t, Mr. Matsufuji and Mr. Okuda
(ano ther of Mr. Armstrong 's J apanese sons ) have
st a te d that they will do m uch in the way of con­
t ribu ting art icles, as well as advice, to the Pla in
Truth.

Mr. Armstron g, of course, will be making many
additional announcements upon his return and I
am sure they will find their wa y in to the Bulletin
and /or The Worldwide N ews.

- S tanley R. Rader

Financial Affairs

Greetings from the Business Office. Like the pro­
verbial broken record, it seems as if I have to on ce
again report that the year -t o-da te income is still
some what lower than las t year, which is pretty
muc h as we expec ted . The fiscal year figu res,
which are the most meani ngful, ind icate that we
are st ill living within our bud get for the projected
income, and other indications show that we may
expec t an upt urn in these percentage increases
aft er the Passover. With Mr. Ted Armstrong's co­
worker letter recen tly mailed , it is a little specu la­
t ive a t this poin t to make any firmer pr ognostica­
t ion.

The most rew arding occurrence t his year finan­
cially has been that we have not experienced a
reverse cash flow that , in the past fou r- to-five
years, has been such a burden on our operating
funds. We have actua lly been able to build up our
operati ng funds to levels with whi ch we are more
comfortable. Every area is fair ly well within their

budget, wit h the exception of such thin gs as ta xes
and utili t ies , where increases were made for which
we were no t bu dge ted . This happier sit ua t ion has
been due mai n ly t o t he fact t ha t we have reduced
our expenses fair ly dr amatica lly and a re hoping to .
hew to the line with our 1975-i 6 fisca l year budget .
Every de partment head and division head is s t ill
carefu lly scru t inizing each area wit h a view to
e liminating wastage, a nd if we can have indeed a
" no increase" budget for next year, it will give us a
big boost for futu re expansion, as we ll as adding to
our opera t ing funds. T his is assuming, of course,
that ou r income will increase, and I have every
reason to feel that it will, especially with the
newer progra ms we are adop tin g.

I had to take anot her qu ick t rip to Bricket
Wood in the last two week s - this t ime with Mr.
Ray Wrigh t to line u p so me poss ibilities for the
sa le of the Press the re. \ 'v.e accompanied a part icu­
lar individ ua l who was interes ted in purchasing
the Press at Ra dlet t as a goin g conce rn and
wa n ted the o pportuni ty to see the equipm ent run­
ning, to discuss man power problems and ta ke a
look at the market place. They have since advis ed
us that althou gh they are extremely in terest ed in
loca t in g in England , they are preven ted from
doin g so by other consideratio ns. We do have
other people in terested , however, and it looks as if
something may mat erialize in this area in fair ly
short order .

While there, I also had t he opportunity to dis­
cuss the sal e of t he ca m pus property with ou r
chartered su rveyors - rea lt ors - and to sound
out t he possibilit ies of fair ly q uick disposal. At t his
ti me, unfor tunately , the rea l estate market in
England is undergoing a severe depression , and
there does not appear to be any im mediate sign of
a buyer for the beautifu l Bricket Wood ca m pus.
Our real estate agents have ass ured us that they
do have many con tacts a t a high level and will do
everythi ng t hey can t o bri ng about a sa le.

It is possible that wit h reduc tion of certa in over­
heads curren tly being ca rried by the En glish Wor k
t hey could become self-su pporting in fai rly short
order. As you know, we have em barked on a pro­
gram of t ryi ng to get every foreign a rea in a se lf­
supporti ng sit uation. In England , at this time,
t heir income has picked up fair ly well (sl ightly
more tha n 20%), bu t dra ma tic reduct ions in over­
head m ust be made to ba lanc e their bu dget. So
m uch depends 011 t he sa le of the P ress a nd the
cam pus, but onc e these two object ives have been
achieved , t here is no reason to suppose tha t the
E nglish Work could not be se lf-sufficient.

Overall , the red uction in in come has been a

)
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blessing in disguise in asmuch as we have been
forced to take a hard look a t m any peripheral
areas of the work and t o make cu t bac ks, as tough
as t hey m ight have appeared . We were able to
really make far -reaching cha nges and get ou r­
se lves into a sou nde r financial position overall.
H op efully o ne mo re y e a r of ho lding o u r
expendit u res a nd overheads to a minimum will
ena b le us to con t inue on a very sou nd financia l
footing. Of course, we will con t in ue to em phasize
expendi tu res in area s of the Work such as those
concern ing M r. Armst ron g's very importan t activ­
ities , as well as radio, television , printing and pub­
lishing. Just like the economy is ready for a sharp
upt urn , I also feel the Work is, and I am looking
forward, as I am sure you all are, to m an y exciting
op portunities in the future !

- Frank Brown

Media
Greetings! Work on the new mobile television

u nit is progressin g very rapidl y and "",;'11 be com­
pleted sometime bet wee n t he 26th and 30th of
Ma rch . We were he ld up from com ple t in g th e u ni t
on schedule due t o the co m plex problems in t he
design of t he special air condit ioners be in g con .
s t ructed by an outside con t ract or. T his mobil ",
u nit of uniq ue design will be on d isplay in t he
Com mercial Electron ics Corporation booth at t he
National Associati on of Broadcas ters Conven t ion
in Las Vegas, wh ich is bei ng held Ap ril 6-9.

Everything is con tinuing with the placemen t of
the ha lf-h ou r specials. In fact , t hey are already
be ing aired in some of your areas.

w e expect to have th e fina l edit ing of the one­
hour su mmer special (taped in Por t land ) finish ed
by the end of Ma rch , You 'll not ice the appro ach is
a bit differe nt this year and t he resu lts shou ld be
the finest.

Our weekly T V program has mounted a tw o­
pron ged atta ck by placing as much visual impact
in t he program as possible and by having Garner
T ed Annstrong pa ge through the literature after
each com mercial break, as well as a t the end of t he
program . T he resul ts have been reward ing. WAT S
line responses are u p dramatically . wi t h 4.000 calls
and 13,000 " busy-outs" logged one week end and
3,000 ca lls and 9,000 "busy -ou ts" on another week­
end .

I am sure ou r cinematographer, Cary Salter ,
would apprecia te your praye rs for in juries he ha l';
su ffered . Cary slipped on a wet sidewalk whil e on a

filmi ng assignment in Co pen ha gen a few m on t hs
ago. H is camera sustained no injuries as he
lovin gly protec ted it ; however, unfortun ately , he
inju red his ribs in the process . And then , j ust
recently. he was "rear-ended " on t he freeway, su f­
fering a .....hipl ash a nd re-injury to h is ribs. H e is
able to get around but is pla gued with severe hea d ­
aches, as well as other su ndry aches and pains. We
wi sh him the bes t a nd hope he is able to return to
work soon.

- Norman A . Smith

MEDIA SERVICES
It has been about on e year since we sent Radio

and TV re commendat ion forms t o all Church Pas.
tors. In 1974 these recom me ndati ons formed an
int egra l part of ou r Media Buyi ng Pla n and we
were happy to be able to provide much need ed
co vera ge in many areas using t he reco mmen da ­
ti ons sen t to us by t he local minis ter .

We have again se n t R adio and T V recom menda .
t ion form s to a ll Ch u rch Pastors and we in tend ,
again. to use these recom mend at ions in our media
buying actrvities this year.

P lease complete t hese forms and retu rn them to
us as soon as possible. We are already sta r t ing to
research and pla n for the com in g seas on and you r
hel p wi ll be great ly appreciated .

When a m arket or station is be in g cons idered,
your int imate knowledge of your area is ext rem ely
va lua b le wh en used in con junct ion wit h ra ti ng
da ta an d s ta tistics at our disposa l.

We receive and consider reques ts for coverage
all year lon g. but t h is is t he bes t t im e t o give UF

yo u r TV and R ad io recommendations.
Hoping to hea r from you soon.

Dan Ric ker

Academic
No..... t ha t the College is a recognized ca ndidat e

for regiona l accreditation we have a little breath­
ing space! T he pa pe rwork that will permit us t o
qualify studen ts for federal gran ts, loans and ot her
program s are being processed in Washington . It
shou ld be just a few weeks before this matter is all
wrapped u p.

T he facu lt y a nd s taff is working to prepa re us
for the next accredita tion visit. The t arget date is
be ing tentative ly set for fall of 1976. In pa rt icul ar
the faculty Cu rricu lu m Commit tee has been meet ­
in g t o consider the further development of the
academic program . Several recommenda tion s of



Page 156 The B ULL E TI N March 25, 1975

t h e accred ita tio n visi t ing co m m m itt ee were
reviewed,

A spec ific recommend a t ion might im pact yo u if
you are planning to do grad uate work a t Pasa­
dena. The re port recommended th a t we review ou r
planned master program as follows:

"T h e Co lle ge pla ns to introduce a M aster of
Divi ni ty Degree bu t shou ld consider defer ring this
un t il regional accreditation is assured. and such a
pro gram sh ou ld be developed in consul tation wit h
personnel fam iliar wit h accredit a t ion of theolog­
ica l schools."

As a result , after thorou gh discussion with the
T heology faculty, it was decided to move the o ffer­
in g of the ~.Div. de gree one additional year. The
target date is now the fa ll of 1977. If we achieve
ac creditation in the Sprin g of 1977 this would be
ap p ro p ri ate. In the mea n t im e t h e Theo logy
Department will con ti nue to expand its gradua te
cou rse offeri n gs. T hese co urses are planned to
fully cou n t towa rd the m aster's program once it
becomes com pletely ope ra t ion al. Any specific
qu es t ions should be d irected to Jon H ill or Gunar
Freibergs wh o ca n give mo re de tailed inform ation.

This pas t week Am bassador College was
involved in two public hearings before th e P lan ­
nin g Com mmission and its zoning committee.
There is a poss ibili ty that Ambassador may be
recommended by a num ber of citizens as a m ost
desirable use for the la rge Vis t a del Arroyo facility
(Pasadena Fed eral Cen ter ) which over looks the
Arroyo adjacen t to t he cam pus. Will pre pare a full
report on this for you next t ime,

- M ichael P. Germano

Data Processing

Hello from Pasadena! In the las t issue of the
Bulletin I prom ised to discuss our new corporate
stationery policies. But before I go into details on
ou r Plain Tru th sta t ionery, let me presen t some
more of the work the Corpo rate Forms Design
comm it tee is doing.

In dealing with the prob lem of corpo rat e ide n­
t ity within ou r orga nizati on , we've fou nd that our
listeners/ su bscri bers are being con fused as to
whom they are dealing with because we ha ve
m ixed corporate images and addresses at various
t imes. Systems Graphics, a se ction of the Ad vertis­
in g Department , has mon itored some recent media
activities to ascertain some of ou r prob lems a nd to
offer so lu tions to the Co rporate Forms Design

comm ittee. Ta ke for e xam ple a booklet offe red on
the World Tomorrow radio program , wit h the
address "G arner Ted Armst ron g, Pasadena, Ca li­
forn ia 91123" give n . Then the booklet was sent
wi t h the s t a n d a r d lit s t a t e m e n t wi t h t h e
Ambassador College letterhead and m ailed in an
Am bassador College e nvelope or wrapper.

A boo klet was offered in t he Good News (pu b­
lished by the Worldwide Ch urch of God) inform ­
ing the subscribe r to write to the " Good News"
(a nd ad d ress given ), then th e booklet was mailed
with t he Ambassador College lit s ta temen t.

The Ambassador Coll ege Correspondence
Course was offered in the Pla in Tro th wit h the
s ta temen t "Jus t send yo u r request to the address
neares t you (see ins ide fron t cover for address)."
T he address listed t here was that of the pu blisher:
Ambassador Colle ge Press. 300 W. Gree n St ., Pas­
ade na, Ca., 91123. T he other addresses of t he te n
intern a t iona l o ffices were on th e outsid e of the
back cover. The cou rse is actually mai led out in a n
Ambassador College e nvelope .

T he Personal Appea ra nce programs were pro­
moted in a recent edit ion of the Plain Truth as
being sponso red by th e Worldwide C h urch of God ,
but mailings to prospect ive attendees was se nt in
the new GTA letterhead carrier envelope showing
an Am bassador Colle ge return ad dress.

Even we in direct mail rece nt ly goofed when we
sent Mr. Ted Armstrong's Holy Day Le t ter (with
spec ial H.D.O. envelopes) on an A m bassador Col­
lege letterhead in a W orld wide Church of God
envelope! T h is was n 't ou r plan nor what was
schedu led , bu t serves to illustrate h ow m uc h mo re
ca re we need to take to insure uniformity .

I do n 't brin g these examp les to your attention
t o po in t out anyone's m istakes, but t o show you
why the confus ion exists and how we m ight solve
some of the problems. We all understand the rela­
tionsh ip a mong t h e va rio us ope rations and
addresses mentioned ab ove but many of our sub­
scribers do no t. Frankly , some are confused!

Any elimination of confusion over address and
corpora te ide ntity shou ld produce the follo wing
favorable resu lts :

1. Reduce respo nse ha ndling costs caused by
reha nd lin g misdirected ma il.

2. E nco u ra ge responses fr om listeners -sub­
sc ribe rs by ma kin g them feel secu re with whom
th ey are comm u n ica t in g.

3. Improve our image to our corres ponden ts by
giving even better service through our using mo re
efficient and coord inated ad dresses.

4. Increase ou r ad vertising im pact by em pha­
sizin g fewer but be tter coordina ted identities, thus
making our advertising effort go further at less cost.

5. A spin off of this st and ardizat ion program will

)
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Ov e rall Gu ide lin es
Ea ch lIM'r of a particu lar type of letterhea d st.etionery should hav e a j ust ifiable need for t h at sta rionerv. It

migh t seem " n ice" to have a pa rticu lar lett er hea d, bu t is it a real need? Are yo u d irectly in volved in the
fu nction t he letterhead represe nts, or at lea st indirectly involved to su ch an ext en t that correspo ndence is a
necessary pa rt of your in volvem ent? Certain ly , our object ive is not to de ny an yone the u se of a pa rt icu lar
st at ionery bu t to en co u rag e ea ch po te nt ial user to examine ca refully his needs - wi th the goa l of ec on omy in
mind.

Likewi se, business ca rds are meant t o be used b)' employees w ho deal wit h the public for busin ess or p ublic
rela tions reaso ns. Again , let 's recognize t hat ca rds do represe nt a n ou t lay of dollars in ma teria ls and la bor.

The individ ua l des ign and printing of letterheads or business cards , even though will in gly pa id for by t he
in dividual, is not a n approv ed pra ct ice or policy of the Co llege or t he Ch urch . Our main object ive in this
standardization program, besides cost savings, is to unify our image t o t he pu b lic. This is onl y possib le if we a ll
agree on the same standards.

Spec if ic Pol icies for PLAIN TRUTH St at ionery
T h e specifications for each it em of st ation ery , en ve lopes. an d bu siness.. ca rd.. are t o be strict1)- adhered to.

Allowance in the specs has bee n made for substitution of ma teri al s in international areas where availa bih t v of
speci fied materials may be a pro blem.

Any req ues ts for variations to t he standard designs can be subm itted t hrough division heads (or eq u ivalents)
to t he Corpora te Forms Design Committee who wi l! det erm ine if t he j us tifica tions for a new design are
sufficien t to wa rrant ne..... specifications.

" Perso nalized " stationery can on ly be ord ered for division head s o r t heir eq uivalents te.g. in tern a tion a l office
man agers , et c.]. A ll other use rs are to use t he standard n on -pe rsona lized stationery, pe rsonalizing le tters by
name a nd signa t ure in t he usua l complimentary closing .

P roc ed ur e s for Orde rin g
Requests for sta ndard PT stationery items (except bu siness ca rds ) sh ould be made d lrectly to Cen tral Stores,

Pasadena . or ma y be pri nted in in tern at iona l areas if more expedient or cheaper. Weigh your loca l costs versus
Pasaden a 's plus necessary shippin g cha rges.

Req uests for "personalized" PT st ationery and business cards shou ld be mad e direct ly t o Prin tin g Services,
Pasadena . or may be printed in in terna t iona l areas if more expedien t or che aper. Again, weigh your local costs
ver sus P asaden a's pl u s necessary sh ipping charges,

R equest s for "kits" on PT st ationery can be mad e t o Ben Cha pma n or to the Adv ert ising Depart men t.
I ntern at iona l area s may prefer t o have ou r Adverti sin g Departmen t supply t hem wit h ca mera-ready art work
for loca l print ing, We will be happy to do t his , Pl ea se review the " kit " an d se nd us the necessar .....
n am e /address / telephone in for mation .

Be sure t o su pply all the informati on needed to com plete y ou r order.
- Corporate Forms Des ign Committee

(

be to cut mail t hefts by making it m ore difficu lt to
spot envelopes containing offerings.

The followin g ste ps have already been taken to
a ch ieve som e of the above results: All direct mail­
in gs to mem bers and co-workers will be in the
standard w orldwi de Church of God en velopes
with matching return en velopes; all direct m ail ­
in gs to don ors and regu lars will be in t he new
Plain Truth letterhead envelopes ; a new literature
statement sent wi th boo klets is being ordered that
uses the new PT letterhead; likewise com pute r
generated let te rs from MPC wil l be sent on the
new PT let terhead ; the Ambassador College let ­
terhead will be used more and m ore for academic
fu nctions onl y; the new GTA stationery ",; 11 be
used sparingly only for correspondence betwee n
media di vision personnel and radio and TV sta-

tions, for co rrespondence of the Personal Appear­
an c e d epartm ent personnel , and t o in vi t e
subscribers to pers on al appearance campaigns.

We certain ly wou ld apprec ia te any input fro m
you on other ideas that can help us establish firm
iden t iti es for each fa cet of the Work. The Form s
commit tee is lookin g at all possible ways to estab­
lish finn identiti es in the public's eye .

The other main fu nction of t he committee is t o
cut costs in stationery and forms. Besides wha t
was mentioned in a pre viou s edition of the Bulle­
tin. let me quote from an article in t he January
1974 A dminis trative M anagement magazine, wri t ­
ten by contributing editor Jesse Clark , president of
the Newton, Mus. firm Paperwork Systems:

Thill ill a very involved quest ion (re ferring to
what benefits organizations expect from a co m-
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pr'ehenaive forms cont rol program], but in the
broadest. sense, the company is seeking better effi ­
ciencies in th e use of its staff time and capit al
resources. As you know, forms are big business in
any company toda y regardless of size; they consti­
tu te about 7.'5 percent of a company's total paper­
work. In the banking and financial industr ies, that
figure goes up to about 90 percent. With the
emphasis on automated equipmen t and systems,
microfilm. word processing, and opt ical character
recognit ion, these precentages will continue to rise
across the board.

Even so, our studies reveal that in companies
without a formal forms management program ­
and they are numerous - 65 percent of the forms
Me inefficiently and ineffectively designed. The day
has passed. if it ever reallv existed, when an organi­
zation should be designing forms on a piecemea l
basis - because every form is part of some broader
svst ern.

But there are othe r, more precise ways to answer
you r question. Any fi rm that esta blishes a formal
forms man agemen t program should expect to
reduce the tota l numbe r of forms in use by one­
th ird. Actual procuremen t costs can be reduced
from 25 percen t to .to percent and, of course. there
are numerous inta ngible savings,

Cutting the costs and elim inatin g t he number of
minor variations in our presen t corpora te sta t io­
ne ry is cert a in ly possible - an d necessary . Fortu ­
nately , many of the n umerous forms we use da ily
- ot he r than st ationery - have had so me proper
sys tems design and thought. \Ve are no t in the
dark ages of "bootleg" forms that ma ny companie s
must still labor under! The Committee hopes to
take a loo k at some of the more comm on no n­
statione ry forms somet ime in the futu re , again
wit h t he goa l of s tandardiza tion and resultant cost
savings, and presenting one im age to the public in
all t hat we do.

Alt ho ugh what appears in t he prec eding box is
prim aril y meant for those directly in volved in the
p ub lishing of the Plain T ruth , it cou ld ap ply to
field m in isters and others under special conditions.
If you are in doubt , su bmit you r requests through
your d ivision head or the CAD offices.

Most of the informat ion in the box is included
with the "kit" as well . T he kits should be finished
pretty soon now. Write to us if yo u need one se n t .
We'll be aut omatically sending one to each In ter­
nationa l Office. We 'd also like your const ruct ive
cri t icism on the new PT stationery or ways of
im proving it. I think you'll find it cle an , sim ple,
yet very artist ic in taste - a design we feel will
have the right im pact on t he pub lic! We're still
......orking on ideas for the othe r corporate let ­
terheads a nd kits will be prepared on them after
Mr. Ted Armstrong has approved t he designs.

- Benjamin R. Chapman

MAIL PROCESSING
(Con tinue d [rom page 146)

Beca use the Post Office allows us a less
expensive rate of postage when we mail in la rger
ship men ts, we accumula te literature requests in
t he comp ut er for u p to a wee k, where they are
au tomatica lly prearranged and zip coded for bu lk
sh ip men t. Ad dress labels for mailin g are prod uced
by the compu ter on Su nd ay night and the litera­
tu re is sched u led for m ailing t ha t week. T h us, a
request entered in to the com puter on T uesday,
March 11 would not have its address la bel pr o­
duc ed unt il Su nd ay, March 16, be ing ac tually
mailed abou t March 18. We regret th is delay, but
if we did not amass ou r materi al for bul k mailing it
would mean trem endously higher postal rates and
additional equipmen t cost.

Also, since ou r literat ure is mailed via th ird class
ro ute, it can ta ke about two wee ks for material to
reach its des t inat ion after leaving our Posta l Cen­
tel'. Thus , appro ximately a month ca n elapse from
the time a su bscriber firs t wri t es u n t il his litera­
tu re arrives in h is mail box. (Callin g in a request
over the WATS line can cut this t ime by about a week.j

Third class is a slower route of ma il but mo re
econom ica l tha n others, and in a n ope rations of
our size we are forced to econom ize as much as
possible. T aking our "Famine" book let as a n
exam ple, if we mailed it firs t class for quicker
de livery it would cost us 30q: per book let - versus
about 2q: a t t he th ird class rate! In 1974 we mailed
out ove r thirty -fou r MILLION pieces of mail
(including the Plain Truth , Good News, boo kle ts,
direct mail let t ers, and computer letters); mu l­
t iply that by the firs t class rate a nd you have a
staggering amo u n t to pay for pos ta ge. We just
have to use the lowest ra tes possibl e to reac h the
most people. Even though slower and less efficient,
second and third class post age makes it possible
for us to get the printed Gospel into the hands of
m illions of peop le - people we might not other ­
wise be able to affo rd to reach .

**As a specia l not e, however, the gene ra l proce­
d ure for mailing literature by third class mail
applies on ly to ou r regular, rou t ine requests. It is a
standard MPC policy to mail a ll literature first
class when a subcriber needs it in a hurry , or when
a P rospective Member as ks for litera ture and tells
us our minister requested him to get it!

So, these a re t he major reasons for de lay, \Ve
wish t hat we coul d erase all these cons t raints
whic h hinde r faster se rvice, but it 's j us t not POS4

s ible. However, wit h m utual cooperation a nd
understanding from a ll, we can con t in ue spreading
th is gospel of God 's Kingdom around the world , no
mat ter what h indra nces may be.

- Richard Rice
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NEEDED - INFECTIOUS OPTIMISM

D uring my years of se rvice in the Ca nadian
branch of God 's Wo rk I learned a very im porta n t
lesson fro m De an Wi lson - t he va lue of "infec­
tious optimism."

In fect ious optimis m is the a nswer to Murphy 's
la w (if things ca n go wrong they wi ll}. 1.0 , says.
" We'll m ak e things go rig ht - no matter wh at the
odds may be against su ccess."

It 's so easy to become discoura ged wh en we fa ce
stark reali t ies of the real situation. We could eas ­
ily throw up our hands in despair and say, "it's no
use. noth ing's goin g to turn ou t all right. " On the
other hand we cou ld plunge headlong in to the
opposite dit ch (t rench v) and blind ourselves t o
realit y and assum e every t hing is beau t ifu l even
when it isn 't!

In fect ious optimism is somewhere in between
these t wo extremes. 1.0. is a com binati on of faith
a nd works. Fait h is the factor t hat produces t he
optimism. Fired with confi dence ba sed on fai t h ,
you then go to work to change the situation . You r
zea l, your confidence, your op tim ism spreads to
ot hers. Befor e long, the spirit of contagious or
in fectious op timism provides the fuel that sp u rs
the whole group on to achievem en t and accom­
plishment !

I believe this quality of infectious optimism is
very m uch needed in the Work today. The current
economic problems of the nat ion a re refle cted to
some degree in the in come of t he Work. The in ter­
nal traumas of the past couple of years have taken

their toll in dis couragement, disillusionmen t a nd
d iso rien tation . We see m to have lost som e of our
sense of d irect ion in terms of the overa ll thrust
and goals of t he Work an d t he Ch urch.

But I think we are pu lling ou t of it . I kn ow I am.
Hopefull y , the lessons of the past m on ths will not
be lost on us. We should be wiser , mor e awa re, and
mor e matu re as a resu lt of them. As the d ust
settles there is emergi ng a n ever clearer picture of
wha t we are and where we a re going . We are
com ing down to the solid bedrock of bea u tiful
reality . We've all been forced to examine the ba sis
for ou r own individ ual faith. T he "fiery t ria l" has
revea led what so rt of character we've been build­
ing over t he years. As Paul wrote, " His work will
be shown for what it is, because t he Day will bri ng
it to ligh t. It will be re vealed wi t h fire, and the fire
will te st the qua lit y of each man 's work. If what
he has built survives, he will receive his reward"
(I Cor. 3:13-14, N ew Internation al VeroSion ).

In context , th is re fers to the work of various
ministers in that day wh o were se tting t hemselves
up as religious authorit ies in opposition to Pa u l.
Bu t I think t he principle holds t rue to an y kind of
spir itual work - wh et her done by a group or by
an individual. Onl y t ime (not Time.') will te ll.

We've [collectively] been t hrough a period of
prolon ged trial for severa l years no w. I t has taken
its t oll. We see a few " corpses," a few " walking
wounded" a nd so me injured . Bu t basically the
arm y is intact. T he Ch urch marc hes on ' Most of
us have su rvived the fiery t ria l - a nd most of us
are wiser for it.

Now the Church can continue to purify and
refine its tea chi ngs and doctrines even as the Word
it sel f is hi ghly re fined (cf. Zech . 13:9, Psal m 12:6).
We can plunge ahead with grea ter zeal and
en couragement than ever because we know we a re
far closer to t he purit y of God 's Tru th tha n we
ever were before! If we are not t he Church of God
now - WE NEVER WERE !

Granted, we have a long way to go to meet t he
standard of Christ. We are far from perfect. It is
appropriate at t his pre-P assover season that we
enter a process of self-examina t ion - both ind ivid­
ua lly and collect ively. Bu t we are a lot farther
ahead of t he game than we ever were before. We
ca n all take hope in the knowledge that we have,
t o a large ext ent, endured t he trials of the past and
come through in fairl y good shape.
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Now is t he t im e to take t he bull by the horn s
(forgive this cliche ridden art icle!) and plunge
ahead wit h renewed zea l and encouragemen t in a
spirit of in fectious opt imism rea lizing that the
" best" years of the Wo rk are yet ahe ad!

- Br;an Kn owles
GNI Booklet Ma naging Edito r

Pasade na

CIVIC ACTION A STIMULATING
EXPER IENCE

Having just re ad Mr. Wa yne Cole's latest letter
in the Bulletin of Febru ary 25 regarding new
spea king responsibilities for the minist ry, I can
only say am en to the who le idea! As one who has
ha d t he experience of spea king to educational
groups (which included university classes a nd
entire studen t bodies ) on t he subject of dating a nd
marriage, I ca n say tha t the experience has rea lly
helped to expand the sco pe of the Work in the
Philippines. The idea was conceived bac k in 1973
whe n a member in the sout he rn island of Cebu
asked me if I would be a resource speaker for his
social anthropology class. At first I was not keen
on t he idea but decided to go ahead la te r. T his
firs t ti me to spea k befo re an au dience ot he r than
church brethren pro ved to be excit ing and stim u­
lat ing. The ide a of expanding this to include other
universities and colleges qu ickly caught on. T o
date I have given the same lect ure (bas ica lly ) t o
about seventeen different colleges involving abo ut
10,000 students. In mos t cases t he affai r was a
college project where all classes were cance lled to
enable t he entire student body to attend t he lec­
t ure . I was also as ked to address two seminars
conducted for principal teachers by the provincial
educationa l a u thorit ies on the subject of teaching
mora l val ues.

In most of t hese engagements Ambassador Col­
lege was bein g made kn own to t he people for the
firs t t ime. T he percen tage who had al ready heard
of us was q uite small. So the "good news" was
being preached in a sec ular way but with direct­
ness a t times when I brough t in t he su bject of
human destiny.

We have also followed the style of Brit ain and
Canada in begin ning P.T. lectures this year. I just
returned from t he seco nd one a few days ago,
cond ucted in Baguio City. T he average atten dance
for both was around 200, with many interested in
at te nd ing what we ca ll follow-up studies. T his
year we plan one suc h lec ture every month along
with a university lecture in t he s a me a rea .
Opportunities for ot her engagements may also
r-resen t the mse lves. I have been asked re pea tedly

to return to many universit ies to spea k again on
other subjects. It is exci t in g and fu lfilling doing
more direc t spea kin g like this. I am very happy to
hear t ha t those of you in t he Unit ed S tates will
soon be doing t he same kind of comm uni ty work.
Prepare for very rewarding and exciting work in
the days ahead !

- Colin A deir
Regional Directo r

Philippines

SUGGESTIONS FOR SUCCESSFUL BIBLE
LECTURES

Mr. Wayne Cole's let ter ou t lining a program of
more personal involvement on t he part of t he local
minis ter was really great news. T he challenge
befo re eac h of us is staggering - I' m sure that
even now we're only see ing the t ip of a veri table
icebe rg.

One part of t his new approach I was particu­
larly excit ed t o read about was the concept of each
min ister becoming more of a spokesman for the
Work - going before small in vited audiences of
Plain Truth readers to carry our message to t hem
on more of a persona l level. T he Canadian bra nch
of the Work has been experime n ting wit h t his
conce pt for t he pas t eighteen months, and I under­
st and t he results have been passed on to those wh o
will be responsible for the program in the United
States. H ope fully none of our bloopers will have t o
be relived, and our mistakes ca n spare you some
grief.

One thing rea lly has me wond ering. Across Can­
ada close to 250 of these Bible Lect ures were held
last fa ll, and j us t abo ut every mi nis te r and trainee
took a crack at them. If t hat 's the num ber it t akes
to cover Canada , what will it take to cover the
U.S. which has approximately te n times the popu­
lat ion? You 're looking at mo re t han 2,()(X) Bible
Lec tu res - t hat's a pile of work! And the spino ff
in terms of outlying Bible studies, potential
ch urch attenda nce, and increased co -wo r ke r
involvement is really quite staggering! Maybe we
have yet to fully rea lize t he meaning of Luke 10:2
in the con text of our own North American home­
lands.

A few frustrations were voiced by those involved
wit h las t fa ll' s Bible Lec t ures . In the pas t , formats
ranging fro m "question and ans wer" t o lect u res on
poin ts of doc t rine have bee n tried . T he conse nsus
seemed to be t ha t the most effective for our needs
is a prophecy and news format . T opics like the
"end times" , "popula t ion versus food ", the "arms
race", the " four horsemen ", an d the Middle East
and Europe seem to be t he most effect ive. T he
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connection is quick ly made in the minds of t he
audience betwee n the speaker before them and
Garner T ed Armst ro ng - the man who first
gra bbed their in terest by talk ing on those same
su bjects. The prophecies of Daniel and Revelation
seem to be t he best in terest grab bers for follow-u p
lect ures and Bible studies. Christian livi ng su b­
jec ts are not received well u n til peo ple a re thor­
oughly convinced t here is a need to star t living
like a Christian !

Anothe r problem see me d to plague just a bout
everyone. After travelling to some rem ote ou tpost ,
advertising on radio and through the newspapers,
booking a hall , sett ing out a literat ure d ispl ay ,
giving a stirring lecture on the mean in g of today 's
world news and informin g the audience that now
was the time to act, m any m inisters were fru s­
t rated t o see t he twenty or thirty new peopl e j ust
con tacted get up and leave - ma ny never t o
ret.urn at foll ow-up Bible Studies. Several solved
th is prob lem by an nouncing t hat coffee would be
served immedia tely after the lecture and eve ryone
was welcome to stay and ask qu estions.

T he results were surprising. People wh o might
pre viou sly have disappeared , stayed around ­
sometimes for an hou r or m ore! They discovered
their neighbor was also at the lect ure, and t hat
he's been listening t o Garner Ted Armstrong for
years too! In areas that we had covered previous!....
I real ly noti ced t his difference. People wh o before
had left the lect u re just as the speaker was con­
cluding st.ayed long enoug h to break the ice and in
conversation m ention t hat they woul d like t o
receive the G.N ., some other literat u re, a nd per­
haps a visit .

At least in this are a of Canada where everyone
drinks coffee, peop le seem t o fee l obligated to stay
if it 's being served. Havi ng a cup to hold makes a
pe rson feel that m uch m ore rela xed - a t least he
has som ethin g to d o with h is han ds ! This is espe­
cia lly t ru e of the ladies who are pain fully aware
that they are am on g a group of stra ngers, an d are
too embarrassed to strike up a conversation . Cre­
ating a m ore congen ial atmosphere en abling them
to chat wit h t he wives of the ministers or m embers
- especially primed for t h is task - really m akes
the difference.

I'm a finn believer in these Bible Lec t ures as a
t ool for doin g the Work. Last fa ll in Ca nada 3,000
new people were conta cted t his way - main ly
ad ults. Since t hen 8 new ch urches a nd 13 outlying
Bible Studies have been generated . And I under ­
stand t he co-worke r list took an impressive leap
for ward d u ring t he same period . M ulti ply a ll that
by 10.

The p otential is very in terest ing !
Like t he song says , " We 've on ly jus t begun. . . ."

- Bob M i llman
Kamloops-Salmon Ar m

Brit ish Columbia

IDEA FO R NE W TH RUST IN SP READ ING
GOSP EL

I don 't kn ow of any change in God 's Ch u rch
that has thrilled me m ore (other t han the t ru t h on
D ivorce a nd He-marriage ) t han Mr. Wayne Co le 's
recen t article showing t he min isters how we will
have op portu n ity to m eet t he public and take a
greater par t in spre ading the gospel to interested
persons via social a nd civic grou ps , colleges and
talk progra ms a nd ....-ith small lectures and Bible
st udies.

But fell ows. are we going to be just as ready as
the 12 disciples in t he ac count in Mat t hew 10 and
the 120 in Luke's account ? As I read and studied
over t his , pondering the how's, wh en 's and where's ,
the thou ght struck me, "why not follow Mr. H erb­
ert Armst ro ng's exam ple with the open and ca nd id
approach at h is T est im oni al Din ners with t he
highest of the lands." We cou ld use h is format ­
the on e, two, three p unch . One : t he two ways of
life - give and ge t. Two: wh y were you born?
T hree : the t rue gospel of the Kingd om . In all of
his accounts he follows these three avenues.

My suggestion is for us to start reading every
article , listenin g to ever y t ape and dig es t h is
meth od of approa ch. We cou ld star t w-ith the best
(l believe) of h is recen t articles in t he February
1975 Plain Truth entitled "T he Incredible Hum an
Poten t ia l."

- Herbert F. Magoon
Pueblo. Colorado

LET'S EM PH ASIZ E T H E POSITI VE

All of us from t ime to t ime, being human a nd
with Satan 's nudging, look at world conditions ,
our own inadeq ua te governmental policies, ce rtain
conditions in the Ch urch , the lives of some of ou r
mem bers , our own personal and family lives , and
let a discouraging , negat ive att it ude creep in to ou r
minds.

Of all the b illions of people on this earth, we
wh o do unders tand in par t the tremendous p lan
a nd purpose of God, shou ld in t he main be the
most positive and en couraged. Even if this old
wor ld is cru m bling around our ears, isn 't our hope
in the " Worl d Tomorrow" - not just a temporal,
physical existence?

As min is ters we can and should emphasize the
posit ive aspects of God 's Work . Even though we
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did lose so me ministers and membe rs during 1974,
we now have a more solid co re of dedic a ted and
loyal people. Even though we were dow n a small
percenta ge in t he financial area, we are not down
and ou t as many businesses found themsel ves, and
more importantly we did and a re cont inu ing to
help and serve literally millions of people around
this earth . We as God 's people ha ve access to the
mos t precious knowledge a vailable to any crea t ure
- and the list is en dless.

I'm su re all of you understand this. You feel it
and cou ld ha ve said the same as well , or better
than I. So let 's unitedly st ress the positive in God's
Work, the lives of our people , a nd our own per­
sonal lives.

- Bob Peoples
Salem . Oregon

TELL THEM WHY

There are a se ries of books en t it led Te ll Ale
W hy. T heir purpose is to provide answers to the
questions chi ldre n might as k. Not only do ch ildren
need to understand why t hi ngs are the way they
are, but so do adults.

All of us are aware of the changes that have
occurred in the Ch u rc h. One of ou r first reac t ions
is W HY! Why are we allowing make-u p, wh y are we
openin g up the Ch urch to t he pu b lic, why are we
going to a tabloid Plain Truth, etc. Once we under­
s tand wh y, it then makes positive acceptance eas­
ier . The same is t rue of the membership. ln many
cases they need more than just a "yes" or " no"
type answer or, "T h is is t he way it will be han­
dled. " They need u ndersta nding which is possible
when they know why something is being done a
certain way .

Fo r instance, some members fee l the minister
shou ld give them a "yes" or "no" type answer in
ma tters of healing. If all they receive from a minis­
ter is, "T ha t is your decision ," then they may
wonder what is wron g wit h t hat min ister or the
ministry . Sometimes they will t hink we used to get
ans wers, now we get indecision. Therefore, I th in k
it is im port an t not on ly to give them t he answe r,
but also to explain WHY it is their dec ision if we
discern tha t they don't know wh y. By doing th is
t hey can accept our a ns wer. It eliminates a wro ng
attitude whic h could result from a lack of u nde r­
st anding and builds an attitude of co nfidenc e in
the minister or minist ry.

God warns abou t leaning to your own u nde r­
standing which can happen when the question of
why is not ans were d. T he results ca n be dieae­
trou s. Isn't a lack of unde rstanding one of the
reasons wh y people have left t he Chu rch? Con-

seq uen tly, I thin k it is im portant for us to expl ain
why. By explain ing wh y from the pulpit a nd in
co u nseling, we can increase a person's understand­
in g. What does God say abou t ri ght understand­
ing ? " D isc r e t io n s h a ll p r e s er ve t h e e ,
understanding shall keep thee" (P ro v. 2:11). So
let's keep God 's people in a righ t a t t itude, posi­
t ive ly looking t o the ministry and ch anges in the
Church by answering the question " Why"?

- George Kackos
Wisconsin Dells. Wisconsin

THE GAP WIDENS

In the October Bulletin I mentioned t ha t there
was an ever-widening gap be twee n the beliefs of
the Worldwide Church of God an d those dissident
ministers who broke away from God 's Church .
T hat ga p contin ues to wide n. And those min isters
who left ha ve themselves become divided.

I feel it would be profitab le for all of God 's
ministers to u nderstand the t rue exten t of this
" widen ing ga p" - especia lly the unbridgeable ga p
be tween what we bel ieve and some of the very
"Protestant-like" teach ings wh ich are now being
disseminated.

It is only righ t that we ministers (especially
when as ked directly by mem bers) be able to
express the tro th of just how far off - j ust how
wrong - various d issident teachings really are. Of
co urse, it wou ld be both unwise a nd u nscriptural
for God's servan ts to ind ul ge in a ttacking, name
callin g or slander of eit her individuals or organiza­
t ions - re gardless of how wrong they may be.

Generally speaking, it is wiser nei t her to refe r to
dissident ministers by name, no r to name the ir
organizat ions in public lectu res. Bu t there are
ways by which certain truths concerni ng their
ac t ivities can be com m u nicated without slander­
in g the m, or without " ad vert ising" for them.
Knocking the Sabbath

Some no lon ger believe it necessary to obse rve
Go d's weekly sa bba th. The following quotes illus­
trate just how far off co urse they have bee n
bl own: " Let us now turn our a t tention to the
seven th-d ey sa bba th . T he sa bbat h is a beautifu l
institu ti on , bu t its applica tion under the Old Cov­
enant was physical. . . . But throug h Christ, the
physical sabbat h has been superseded by a perpet­
ual one which Christ has given for us to kee p. We
are now expe riencing, in a spiri t ual way , God 's
sa bbath every day of our lives. . . .

"T he Christ ian has every day as a spiritual rest
or sabba th- keeping, and t he re is no need t o return
to the one -day-a-week physical sabbath which
Israel was required to observe under Moses . . . ."

)
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Like t he Jehovah's w it nesses a nd ot her Protes­
tant groups, som e are n ow spiritualizing a way th e
meanin g of the sabbath - claiming that t hey
"keep" a "perpetual" sabbath. The.... are much
holier t han we are (or God?) because they keep
every da .... h oly .

Surely n o ant> fami lia r wit h th e Bib le will be
de ceived by t h is erroneous thi nking , God h as h al­
lowed only one day of the week , M an does not
have the power t o m ake anything h aly . Only God
ca n d o that. And n owhere in His Word does He
sa .... He has m ad e ever.... day h oly !

Those wh o d enigrate the Sabbath speak of it as
a "physical sabbath," but no.....here in t he Bible
does Goers Word refer to it as a physical sabbath.
We, as physical hu ma n bei ngs. need the sabba th
as a da.... in wh ich we become physicall~v rested a nd
refreshed , a nd we a lso need this day in wh ich to
become sp iritually rejuvenated.
"Ten Com m a ndmen ts . . . Not Necessary"

The foll owin g short quotes will further illus­
trate t he gross d octrin a l errors now be in g circu ­
lated : " But t he Ten Commandments as a cod e of
behavior are not necessar;X to the Christian who
obeys t he full ness of t he Gospel of Christ as
revea led in the Ne ..... Testamen t. . .. But rega rdless
of h ow some may feel. it is still a fact that th e
Christian is not lega lly indebted to observe th e
Ten Commandments as they sta nd in the Old
Tes tament. .. ."

'The wri ter then gives an illus t ration of a
Fren ch ma n wh o was once under F rench laws,
becomin g a U.S. citizen . T he con clusion is t hen
drawn t hat since a naturali zed Fren chman (n ow
u nder U.S. la w s} is n o longer under French la w s,
in like manner . a con verted Christian is no longer
u nder the n a t ion al la .....s of Is rael . in cludin g the
Ten Comm a nds.

But the lack of logic in t h is analogy should be
quite obvious. God is s t ill sovereign over all pee ­
ples dwelling in all parts of the earth, and His la w

is binding on everyone regardless of where t hey
live . God is still R u ler over all men wh ether con ­
verted or uncon verted (Dan . 4:32); and the Ten
Commands are binding on them whether t he y
know it or not.

This same au t hor co ntinues: "T he Christian,
h owever, still has la w to obey . . . . Our laws are
no w those of fa ith and love an d the specific com ­
mands of Christ whi ch exemplify those virt ues
(J oh n 14:21; I J ohn 3:23 ).

"T here is really only one reason why some
people a re dogmat ic in retaining th e T en Com­
mandments as they appear in t he Old Covena n t.
It is because of t he Sabbath. . . .But t here is n o

direct statemen t in th e New T es tam en t com­
manding the M osaic Sabbath to be kept . . . : '

The writer then argues: "The M osaic Sabbath
was a very im portant institution t o t he J ews, and
Pau l used the physical S abbath as an exce llen t
t ime for prea chin g to t hem."
A Daily Sabbath?

T he above quotation con t inues : "That the 'Sab­
bath-keepi ng' of th e Christian is sp iritual a nd n ot
actual is furt her emphasized by an event to occur
in the fu tu re...."

After referring to t he "res t " of Hebrews ch apter
four, the author says : "The Christ ian is a lready
experiencing that 'rest' in a daily way th ro u gh our
atta chment t o Christ. . . . The Ch ris ti a n is already
in the Kin gdom of GOd which the future 'sabbat h ­
kee pin g' represents (Col. 1:13). T he Christian does
kee p the Sabbat h, bu t his sabbath res t is a sp iri.
tual on e, and he keeps it DAILy . . .."

Fina lly , the writer concludes: "All t hese prob ­
lems occu r am ong grou ps wh o in sist on obeyin g
t he physical Sabbath. ... The physical side of the
Sabbath is like the ph ysical side of circum ­
cision. . , . We are n ow spiritually t o res t from ou r
works in Christ. n ot for just a sh ort time but
rather, a perpetual res t (Heb. 4:3, 10). The 'api ri­
tual' Sabbath po in ts to Jesus Christ as our savior
and in Him we do find our rest, n ot on on e da y
on ly bu t on every day of the week. . . _ We are no
longer d ominated by t he ph.vsical Sabbath as we
are no longer d omin ated by physical cir cum­
cision . . . . It is hoped th at all of us wh o h ave now
obtain ed ou r new citi zenship in Ch ris t will live by
t he h ea venly laws of fa ith and love, a nd leave
behind th e ph ysical ones that no lon ger a pply.
God dema nds it. "

The foreg oing short excerpts will give God 's
ministers sufficien t materia l to easi ly counteract
th ese false tea chings in sermons, Bi ble studies or
when approached and quest ion ed by those who
have received such m aterial, a nd who are sincerely
seeking ans wers.
Don 't Advertise for Dissidents

Remembe r , in most instances, it is far wiser not
to mention the name of d issident organiza t ion s or
individu als , or the specific names of any of their
literature . Noth ing will be gained by givin g free
odoertising to any orga nization which con t inues
seeking its m embership by trying to draw away
foll owers from among the members of the W orld ­
wide Church of God. False teachings can cause
weak ones to question, to wonder, and to be filled
wi th dou bts a nd confusion.

The "widen in g doctrinal gap" bet ween the dis­
s idents and us h as become 60 vast that it doesn 't
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take a grea t dea l of spiri t ual d iscernmen t to see
t he ir pe rn icious errors. And now that so me ha ve
co me ou t bla tan t ly teac hin g t hat "the Christ ian is
no t lega lly subject to the Ten Commandmen ts
today" (includ ing the wee kly sabbath ) many will
become wary of their errors an d wil l sh y away
fro m them, especia lly once th ey cle ar ly see t he
e xten t of their doctrina l errors - he nce this
update information .

We ca n be than kfu l tha t the doc trinal ga p has
become wide enough for most of God 's shee p to
clearly see it. Hopefully this will enable even
wea ker bret hren to realize they can't possibly
jump across suc h a wide chasm - withou t falli ng
into gross er ro r.

How sad it is to see how quickly some hav e
t u rned a way from t he true gos pe l and have given
t he mse lves ove r to a "s t rong delusion" - a "work­
in g of error." Let's ho pe and pray th ey will wake
up be fore it 's too la te!

God h as charged His t rue shepherds with the
res po nsbility of helpin g His shee p to see , a nd to
avoid . t he erroneous te achi ngs of th ose who pe r­
ve rt the trut h an d see k to ove rturn the fa it h of
God 's people.

Ma y God help His ministers fu lfill t hat res ponsi ­
bili ty!

- Raymond F. M cNa ir
Senior Editor

Pasa dena

MORE THOUGHTS RE, FAITH & HEALING

First I would like to th an k everyo ne concern ed
with th is Open Forum. It may appear mo re like
" t he arena" at t imes, but m y wife and I find it
const a n tl y in formative and even am usin g on ce
a nd awhile.

Now I would like to direct m y re ma rks toward
my good frie nd Richard Parker, a nd his con t ribu ­
ti on re: the subject of peop le dy in g and the ques ­
tion of thei r not having " en ou gh " fa ith . I
wholeheatedly, rather, wholeheartedly co ncur
wit h his point . And I wou ld like to add one add i­
ti onal thou gh t ,

T he first t im e I expe rienced t he opportuni ty of
cou nselling and encouraging a dy in g membe r, I
was co m pe lled to look more closely to the scri p­
tu res on healing t han I might norm a lly have don e.
When I focused in on James 5:14-15, an in teresting
thing ca me to light, Notice the word "save" in the
phrase " And the praye r of fai t h sha ll sare the
sic k . . . ." Does tha t always mea n they 'll be
healed?

The word "sa ve" is 4982 in S trong's, and comes
fro m the G reek word .w zo. Strong's goes on to say

it means " . . . to save, i.e. deliver or p rotect (lit . or
fig. ) . . .." That is interestin g, because by usin g the
word "deli ver" notice what happe ns : " And the
p raye r of fai th sha ll deliver t he s ick.. . ." Can the
faithful d ie? Yes they can ! No w what if they
aren' t healed bu t die? Let 's go on : " ... and the
Lord sh a ll raise him up. . . ." T he word " raise "
comes from th e Greek egeiro defined by S trong's
to m ea n " t o waken ... i.e. rouse (l it. fr om
s lee p . . . from disease, {rom dea th . . . ." The sa me
word is used in Hebrews 11:19 to describe Abra­
ha m 's fait h in God's abili ty to" . to ra ise h im
[Isaac] u p, eve n from th e de ad . . . .'

Finally , going back to J ames, we find t he next
thin g to occur is the forgiving of that person's sins.

There you h ave it ! After I ca me to see this side
of t he hea lin g a nd fai th question, I prayed that
God wou ld deliver t he pe rso n from their pa in,
their su ffer ing, and t heir anguish . They be lieved
God cou ld and would raise them up - either then
by hea ling, or later in the resurrect ion . T he next
morn in g th is indi vidual died .

Was t here a lac k of FAITH '! No! God deli vered
that pe rson from t he pain they were endu rin g. So
as I see it , we sh ou ld be carefu l not to assume tha t
just because a pe rso n is not hea led, a nd later dies,
th a t it is a lack of faith , wh en it migh t jus t be
God's a lternative to deli veri ng them fro m t he ir
t ri al.

- Tom Steinback
Hatt iesbu rg-Me ridian, Miss .

EVERYONE WANTS SECURITY

T hanks to Mr. Ken Williams for sharing h is
t hou gh ts on t he problem of doubting in t he Bulle­
tin of February 25. It carried th e rin g of cred ibility
of "one wh o's bee n there." In part icu la r , his st a te­
ment, "We 're a ll vu lne rable and Satan can get to
us if we let him" made me realize th at I h ave
su bconscious ly been searching for spiri tua l secu ­
rity. No doubt (no pun in tended ) t his feeling may
be widespread amon g God 's peo ple.

In the a ftermath of Satan 's recent cam pa ign
against the Churc h , one of ou r greatest needs and
des ires is for sec u rity. Every sin cere, dedicated
Ch ris t ia n desires some assura nce th at he 'll be able
to make it and end ure. I would like to prov oke
som e more t h inkin g on the su bject.

R e c all that .Je sus made the s o mew h a t
in de terminate s ta temen t "" , if it were poss ible ,
they shall deceive the ve ry elec t ." So there 's no
ironclad guarantee . But in this sa me Olivet proph­
ecy He left a n interes t ing cl ue to t he type of
securi ty which is available. W e tend to be mad e to
feel insecu re by the sam e evil conditions that He

)
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said would cause " t he love of m any (to) wa x cold ."
Then apparentl y in t he same breath He juxta ­
posed the statement, "But he that shall endu re to
t he end. the same shall be saved." He had stated
t h at before but repea ted it in this context for some
reason. Don 't these be ck-to-beck statemen ts
indicate th at ifone de ve lops and pra ct ices the way
of great love. he can and \\;11 endu re? Wasn't the
princip le of great love one of H is most u rgent
teachings?

To par aphrase from the Love Chapter, "When I
was a chi ld , I . . . (loved ) ... as a child:" (Shallow,
se lfish love that would h a ve " waxed cold " in t h e
face of se vere trial ) "bu t when I be came a m an , I
put away ch ildish . .. (l ove )." Wasn ' t it t hi s
mature, godly love t ha t ena bled. Paul to "labor
abu ndantly," suffering stripes a nd prisons and
beatings, stoning and shipwreck, and on an d on ?
D id he fight a good fight , finish his course, keep
t he faith? How can we be ready for an end -time
replay of experiences like he su ffered ? At; M r. Wil ­
liams said, " We probably haven 't seen anything
yet."

A guarantee cou ldn 't accomplish the desired
results of making us fit for the Kingdom of God .
We would p roba bl y be so self-centered God
cou ldn 't even use us now t o get the Work don e.
Ho..... much better a workable way of developing
and pra cticing great love to ensure we can make it.
And lest we shou ld be ent iced to give up that wa y,
we have the awesome rea liza t ion t h at we cou ld
" become a castaway ."

- Dan Anderson
Long Beach, Calif ,

PRE ·PASSOVER BAPTISM

As Passover season approaches, many PMs fee l
th e se nse of urgen cy t o be baptized in order not t o
miss taking t he Passover, Some areas announce
t hat Passover is just aro und the comer so anyon e
wishing ba pt ism sh ould see the minister soon, Or
P Ms in oth er areas may be prompted by an
annou ncement that on ly members can take the
Passover,

Wh atever t he reason , the rushing onslaught of
P Ms keeps ministers in many areas quite busy
with cou nselin g. The question during this season
of the year should be asked "Why should a PM
feel an impetus to be baptized .,lUST to take t he
Passover?"

An understanding of the meaning of baptism
alon g with an unders tanding of t h e meaning of
Passover should help us t reat t his season of t he
year in dea ling with P Ms the same as an y other
season of th e year,

As I h a ve explained to pre-Passover p rospect ives
- why rush the sy mbol of acceptin g Ch ris t as
you r Savior (bapt ism) so you can part icipate in
t he reneu nng of your con t rac t , acceptin g Christ as
your Savior (Passover ),

Hope fu lly that sta tement suffices.
Of course, if a PM IS R E P E NTA!"T . I wi ll baptize

him or her. But to emoti on ally fire up a facade
repentance in order to ta ke t he Passove r - forget
it. T hey should wait unti l God gran ts them repen ­
tance and then be bapti zed - whatever th e sea ­
son.

- Greg Sargent
Cleveland , Ohio

TEEN-AGE EVAN GELI SM ?

Last year we h ad act ivit ies for the teen-agers
here in the Sydney Ch urc h . Most of us were dis­
satisfied wi t h t h e frui ts of it. So for a t ime we h ave
disbanded our efforts .

Ironically, we found a lot of " tee n" troubles
have ceased and tha t they hav e come ba ck to us as
friends . However, now we h a ve a new batch of
teen-agers and the apparent void in a ctivities is
evident .

A couple of qu es t ions have crossed my mind as
we n ow embark on rekindling the " teen scene." A
fundamental qu es t ion : "whet is the u nderlying
p urpose of teen-a ge activities?" Is it to keep them
in the Church? T o m ake t he Church a fu n pla ce so
hopefully we ca n ....-in t hem to C hrist ?

T o me that smacks of evangelism . I was wonder­
ing - shouldn 't ou r a im be just to give the kids
heal thy ou tl e ts solely to enjoy t h eir teen -age
years? With n o extra st r ings at tached?

It seems at ti mes our overall goal or motive
fo r o u r teen -a ge p rogr a m s h a s bee n s li gh t ly
e va n ge lis t ic , "to ke ep our k id s goi ng G od 's
W ay ,"

When the emphasis is on sh owing tha t t he
Churc h is fun it gives the im pression to the kid s
(and perhaps revea ls the t rue motive) that the
act ivity is a means of gett in g them m ort' in volved
or "keep them in ." As a kid J hated. ch u rc h activi­
ties because it see med the price tag was more
Church involvemen t. T o become " right eous " or
something.

I have fou nd t hat teens who d on 't come to
church or "chu rch" act ivities will com e to act ivi­
ti es which are designed purely for fu n , which are
seemingly indepe nden t of Ch u rch in volvemen t.

Are we t ryin g t o accomplish some overall pur­
pose with these activities - moral giving , d irection
givin g, conversion or whatever? Or is it just to give
ou r teen-agers opportunities to h a ve a good time?



Pllge 166 The B ULLETIN March :!5, 197.'i

So I ask the qu es t ion again , " Wh a t is the FUNDA ­

M ENTAL purpose of a T een -age P rogr am '? "
- A lan Dean

Sydney, Austra lia

PR IDE GOES BEFORE ALL

Ah don't no ho w t o rit e so good but , ah sure kin
rea d. Here are an exs urt from a book on slt shia ­
sh un management:

Wh y will a soldier charge up a hill in the face of
overwhelming enemy fire? Because he knows he 'll
get into t rouble if he doesn't? For m om's ap ple
pie? For t he girl nex t door?

Hard ly . He goes up th a t hill , hating every step
of the way, so that he won 't look bad in fro n t of
his co mrad es. That 's pride.

What makes a produc t ion forema n come to the
plan t in t he middle of t he night to make sure a
beh ind -sch ed ule job is gett ing done?

Why will 800 intelligen t people, who obviously
have bet ter t hi n gs to do, sit in an uncom fo rtable
elementary school gym to wa tch -t OO kids sing
C hris t mas carols'?

Orientals, pract ical sou ls that they are, have
long ackn owledg ed the im port ance ot " face, "
which is pride. T h ey spea k of it frankly and pu t a
lot of tho ugh t in to not causin g others to lose it.
T his preve nts many em barrass in g sit uations.
(Ou tgoi ng concern"]

Westerners somehow feel th at bein g concern ed
with pride is unm anly . They relate to " pr ide in
work," "pride in cou n t ry," a nd so forth , b ut " pride
in se lf' is considered some sort of emotional sin ,
They h a ve learned that pe rsonal concern is cons id­
ered van ity .

By not reco gn izin g it ope n ly , they are, therefore,
forced to many devious schem es t o sho w that t hey
are not motiva ted by pri de in self. Boys aren't
su pposed to show their pride has bee n hurt . Girls
m ust remain po ised at all times .

All of us are expected to endu re s toically any of
the persona l put-downs that com e ou r way, It is
okay to react to phys ica l hurt but not to soul
insult.

When personal pride is involved , peo ple will
walk firm ly down a pat h they know is wrong, and
that they know othe r people know the y kn ow is
wrong, before they wou ld give in and let an yone
know their feel ings were hurt,

Since yo u cannot speak of y ou r pride, or state
frankly that your pride has been dented, there is
very lit t le chan ce that anyone will noti ce your
problem . As such it sits there and boils, only to
eru pt when a tota lly u nrelat ed sit uation arises
and pro vides a n op port unity for reven ge ,

This is. in my opin ion, the prim e reason for t he

hi gh failure of marriages and other close relat ion­
sh ips , Since such a de layed reacti on makes it
im poss ible to always understand another's a ppar­
ent overreaction to the current in cid ent, commu­
nica cions st op .

Fear of bein g left ou t , fe ar of re jection, fear t hat
inadeq uacies will become known - these are the
motivators of the pride tha t leads us astray.
Because of these, the proud person may choose not
to pa rticipate rather than face t he co nsequen ces.

To ove rcome the pride factor. you must for ce a
co mm u nica t ion with the other person - bu t on an
ind irect basis,

You don' t hand so meone a bottle of m ou th­
wash ; you tell him about the won derful one yo u
discovered.

You don 't tell someone he is wr on g. You gi v e
him a book on the subject, since he is well known
as having an ope n mind.

Abo ve all. yo u don 't get in volved wit h or d ist urb
an ot he r pe rson's prerogatives or mess arou nd in
his territory without his invitation .

As the author summarizes. embarrassed kittens
become t igers.

- Fred Peace
Circul ation Coord in ator

Pasadena

THE PLAN NED SERMON

In a recen t issue of the Bulletin I fou nd T om
Tullis' analogy com pa ring sermo n prepara tio n
with preparing a meal very in teresting a nd helpful.
To his analogy I'd like to add a few thou gh ts of my
own .

T here are some industrious wives who have
their meals plan ned ou t for a week or two or more
ahead of time. T his h elps t he wife ins ure that the
fam ily is getting an overall balanced diet. W ith a
gla nce at her meal ch art she ca n tell when the
ch icke n was last serve d and when t h e fish or sou p
is due. This gives her ample t im e to shop for the
nec essa ry ingred ients and avoid th e las t minute
pamc.

This princip le ca n be app lied to our speaking as
wel l. Did you re ali ze that in any given year we
have at the most in t he n eighborhood of ()2
opportu n it ies to spea k. Of t hese 7 or 8 will be
devoted to Feast t he mes and anywhere from 6 to
to will be t aken by loc al elders, assistants or vis­
iting ministers, not to mention t wo weekends gone
on vaca tion a nd then maybe a weekend or two out
s ick. That leaves maybe as opport u n it ies for th e
y ear . At this poin t y ou'd probably say it 's 1I0t a
matter of having something to speak about, it's
more a matter of t rying to pack as m uc h into
t hose 35 opportunities as possible ,

)
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T his is where sermon' pl anning is essential.
Otherwise our sermons can become like the las t ­
minu te rush meals t he wife throws together when
she he ars h ubby drive up at 5 p.m . and rea lizes she
hasn 't given a t hough t to th e even in g's mea l. T o
avoid t he "T V D inner" co p-ou t , which is more
often than no t the pan ic product that makes its
appearance j ust like t he ho usewife.

T o have t he "p lan ned sermon " we need to h ave
our sermons planned months, eve n a year ahead of
time. By t his I mean a general, overview of what
y ou wan t to cover with the congregation in t he
coming months or yea r. This insu res that the
Churc h gets a ba lan ced die t and avoids serving u p
too m uch "steak and po tatoes", "h ash and egg s",
e t c. Then we won 't be like the prea ch er who got
off on a h ealth kick and gave a h al f-dozen or more
back -t o-beck sermons on his favori t e subject.
After n um ber six or .seven there were a nu mber in
t he congrega t ion who didn 't know whet her t o
brin g t h eir B ib les or their h ea l t h boob; to
church!'!

Of course, I don 't m ean a straight-jacket type of
p lan that 's absol utely unbendable, bu t an over -a ll
p la n to se rve as a guide. F or exam ple, in any given
year y ou wou ld wa nt to cover th e general t opics of
P rophecy , F amily Rela ti ons. Ch r ist ia n Living, T he
W ork, D octrine, etc. Wi thin the guiding frame­
work of a topic headin g such as The W ork a ha lf­
do zen sermon>; cou ld be given spread out over th e
year.

One obvious advantage is that of t im e. You may
know, for example, that in fou r weeks a sermon
dea lin g with Family Relations is due. T hi s gives
you t ime to choose, sa y , the su bject of "Ch ild
T rainin g." With four weeks ahead t here is ti me t o
read a book or two , cull news articles, and gather
sc riptures. When the scheduled day to give t he
sermon arrives , you ha ve prepared a very tine
"meal" for the C hurch !

With on e glance a t your sermon plan y ou can
tell when you last co vered Prophecy, Health, e tc.
and when another one should be given . This way
lopsi ded serm on menus can be bal an ced out a nd
t he spiritual health of the congregation will
im prove .

So, here's to a well-planned die t for the Church
of God!

- Tom Lapacka
Hannove r, W . Ge rma ny

MR. ARM STRONG AND TOPPLED
GOVERNMENTS

The phenom ena of the Pastor General of a
"sma l l, ul t r a-fundamentalis t , pre-mif lenialis t

sec t" (as writers of comparative religion textbook s
mi gh t term the t rue Ch u rch of God ) h aving cer­
tainl y more in fluence with heads of state t ha n the
top represen t a t ive of conservative Protestan ti sm
(Billy Graham ) and possibly even more in fluen ce
than t he Pope, galls the cri t ics of t his Wo rk. Co n­
seq uen tly, a ntagonists are forever a t temptin g to
mi nimize the gravity of Mr. Armstrong's visit s to
world leaders . One of their favorite tactics is to
po int out the n u mber of governments, with wh om
M r. Armst ro ng had contact , that ha ve be en
recently overthrown . T h e implication is th a t only
unim portant regimes teetering on t he bri nk of dis­
solution wou ld h ave anythin g to do with Mr . Arm­
strong.

Close examination sim ply sh oo ts t h is wh ole
t he sis to smithereens ! Furthermore, recent events
in areas of t he world which were in contact with
M r. Ar m st ron g may reveal some surprisin g things
abou t God 's intervention in human affai rs.

First, le t 's look a t E thi opia: cou ld it not be that
Mr. Armst ron g's visits constitu ted Haile Se laseie's
last warning from God - t hat the em peror sh ould
h ave paid m ore atten t ion to Mr. Armstrong's m es­
sage on outgoin g con cern - particularly when you
co nsider tha t Haile Selassie was still throwing
meat to his dogs wh en h is people had been s tarv­
ing for at least four years. Personally, I feel history
will be (and . when you consider some of his good
poin ts , ought to be ) m ore charitable to Haile
Selassie than many are inclined to be at t he
moment ; still, the overthrow of his regime could
be very rea listi call y viewed in the ligh t of a warn ­
ing message from t his Work.

while the h ated governmen t of Thanom Kit ­
tik a chorn wa s overthro wn in Thail a n d , the
Church still maintains good cont acts with Kin g
Bhum iph ol (wh o is pe rh aps the m ost respected
m onarch in t he world - at the very leas t second
only to Qu een Elizabeth ) and, deligh tfu l ir ony ,
with t he students wh o overthrew Thanom .

In Japan , the pattern holds true. Tan aka may
be out , bu t Mr. Armstrong h as favor in the eyes of
h is successors .

Then we have to consider the relatively stable
governments and organiza t ions in which Mr. Arm­
s trong holds in flu en ce: Indonesia, India , Egypt,
Lebanon, J ordan , Israel , Costa Rica, Philippine s ,
and the World Court. T h e lesson is clear: there is
no m inimizin g M r. Herbert W . Armstrong as a
spiritual emissary t o the world .

But most interesting is the story of what's been
going on in Ch in a. Two factions have been strug­
gling for power over the last year. One, t he ideo -
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logical purists headed by Mrs. Mao despise a ll
foreign contacts, especially with U8 " ru n nin g dog
imperialists" from the United S tates. The other,
led by the old grand vizer Chou En Lai an d being
mo re pragmatic , advocates increased relations
wit h the West. With the recent party Congress,
the fac tion t h a t is most fav orably disposed to a
visit from Mr. Armstrong ca me out on top!

-Jeff Calkins
News Bureau

Pasadena

COOKING ON THE SABBATH

I would like to com ment on som e "time-honored
cus toms" in our obse rvation of t he Sabbat h.

According to th e March 19i5 iss ue of t he GN,
page 28, one paragraph reads as follows: " As fa r as
cookin g is co ncerned, Exodus 16:23-25 does defi­
nitely show (in principle ) that we sho uld normally
do our heavy cook in g, ro astin g, etc., on the prepa ­
ration day (Friday). However , the Sab bath is one
of t he festivals of Leviticu s 23. God would cer ­
tainly not be dis pleased if we warmed up a pre­
viously cooked roas t or fri ed an egg on His holy
day."

Apparently , th e idea is t h at you can not coo k
raw meat, but y ou ca n warm up p reviously coo ked
meat on the Sabbath . I heard one comment that
you could go as far as baking a part ia lly cooked
meat loaf.

In J ohn 4:24, Christ com men ted that we m ust
worship God in "s piri t and in truth. " Obviousl y ,
we need to keep t he spir it of God 's principles
re gardin g t he Sa bba th day .

According to God 's Word, is n ot the purpose of
the Sabbath to be a res t day for us physically and
to rejuvenate us spiritu ally? It is a day on whi ch
we depart fro m our own daily rou t ine and take
spec ial time and effo rt to wors hip and honor t he
great God that made th e Sabbath h oly . It is a time
for holy con voc ation.

Should not the princi ple be succinct ly put in
regard to coo king on the Sabbath as foun d in Luke
1O:38-42? This accou nt does not ta ke place on the
Sabbath, but the poin t is crystal cle ar. It sa ys that
" Martha was cum bered abou t mu ch serving" and
in so doing, m issed ou t on Ch ris t's message. Mary,
on the other hand, was mo re in teres ted in what
Christ was teaching. Christ replied, " Bu t one thing
is needful : and Mary hath chosen that good part,
which shall not be taken away from her."

Aren 't the laws regarding the Sabbath in t ended
to h elp us to not be "cu mbe red about m uc h serv­
ing" so that we won't miss the importance of the
d ay?

With these ideas in m in d, let us get back to the
"tim e-honored customa" concerning cooking.

Nowhere in th e Bible is a difference placed
between cooking raw meat, as opposed to coo ked
or partially cooked meat on the Sabbath - at
least as far as I h ave s tudied.

From personal observation, I also know there is
a vast difference between placing an uncooked
roas t in an electric oven and t ry ing to cook it over
an ope n coo kin g fire . It is possible to put pre­
vious ly uncooked food in an oven, set the t imer,
and spe nd the rest of t he time praying, studying,
bein g wit h the family , attending services, etc., and
keep the Sabbath day holy in t he true spiri t and
inten t.

Obvious ly, t he principle of the preparation day
is s t ill important in regard t o sho ppin g, ba king
bread, cleaning, ironing, etc., things th a t ta ke u p
m uc h time an d effort. T hese things wou ld prevent
a n individual from con cen t ra t in g on t he im por­
tant principles of th e Sabbath day.

Bu t can 't we take the principles regarding the
Sa bbath and with the help of God's S pirit discern
how to observe it without ending u p wit h some
illo gical and somet im es silly do 's and do n 'ts?

As a famous news commentator puts it : "T his is
one man's opinion!"

- Rand M illich
Grea t Falls-Missoula , Mont .

HIT BY A TON Of BRICKSI

Have yo u ever been hit by a ton of bricks an d
left speech less? Hopefully not physically , bu t fig­
uratively maybe?

Well, the other night I was talking with a PM
who is a retired colonel from the M arines an d had
spe n t 28 years in t he military.

Our conversat ion hit upon the subject of exer­
cise. Col onel Barri t told me that he gets up at 5:30
every morning and ru ns a m ile. He is now 57 years
old and has back inj uries !

At that point I was almost speec hless beca use I
don 't run a mile everyday and I'm on ly ... cer ­
tai n ly not 57!

I most cer tainly was without excuse beca use if I
got up at 5:30 every morning as he does I cou ldn't
say "I don't have time."

After that visit, I started wondering how many
of my fellow ministers would have been speech less
and what percenta ge wou ld h ave been able to
say, " I also run a mil e a day ."

Remember, we are told, "Thou therefore endure
hardness, as a good soldier of Jesus Christ"
(II Tim. 2:3) . W e'r e also told " For bodily exercise
pro/iteth li t tle ..." (I T im. 4:8).
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So, sin ce that time I've been hi t t ing that t rack
more frequen t ly . H opefull y this br ief com men t
will motivate you to review you r exercise program
and see if it's up t o par.

T he ne xt t im e I visit the colonel I hope t o be
able to say, "so do I colonel, isn 't runn ing a grea t
way t o keep in shape!"

Curtis May
Rich mond-Norlo lk, Va

TO M EET OR NOT TO MEET

In one recent year , it was estimated that over 11
million business meet ings were held ea ch day in
the United States. The annual cost ? One billion
dollars! Du ring the same year, it was estimated
that 173,000 ou t -of-office meetings were he ld at a
cost of $2.5 billion. These figures represen t on ly
the regular "ca lled" meetings of the com pany and
do not include the spontaneous "conferences" that
crop up whenever office d welle rs need to talk.

Needless t o say , an enormous amount of that
time and money is wasted. T he next quest ion is
obvious - cou ld we in t he Work of God be wast ing
unnecessary tim e and money in unprofitable
meetings?

No one is prepared to argue that we should not
get together . Com munic ation is always sketchy in
large organization s, and whet her we like it or not ,
we are becoming a large organizat ion . The t asks
that we are trying to accomplish seem t o be ever
mOH' com plicat ed . Without the righ t kind of com­
m uni cation , we're bound t o spend much of ou r
time working at cross purposes to one another.

"We have t o communicate more" has become a
catch phras e today, but what we need is not m ore
communication . We need better communicat ion .

In ou r naivety, we generally take everything we
do to an ext reme - sometimes ridiculous, som e­
t imes sublime . If we find t hat a little bit of some­
t hing is good , then mo re of it must be better.
H owever, such is clearly not the case with meet­
ings, com mittees, boards, etc. You ha ve on ly t o
add up the number of people in volved in yo ur
meetings and multiply them by t he num ber of
hours spent t o rea lize how m any m an hours can go
down the drain in one week 's mee tings in Pas a ­
den a or Big Sandy. Or perhaps you could t ake the
num ber of t imes yo u' ve phoned someone onl y to
he ar "he 's in a meeting" and multiply that by 6
(an average number of people for a meeting ) a nd
you have another idea of how many man-hours
migh t be involved (ass um in g those meetings are
on ly one hour long ).

It's not my purpose in t his little not e t o discuss
the "how to" of a su ccessful meeting; bu t merely

to remind us all of how easy it is to waste time in
t he m. Actua lly , even though the conversat ion or
meet ing mov be productive, it may not be as pro­
d uctive as the amo unt of work all t hose peo ple
cou ld have don e in that len gth of t ime.

Most of us ha ve on our bookshelves one or more
ma nagemen t books in which there is a chapter on
comm it tee meetings, "conquering t he conference,"
creat ive discussion , etc . Frankly, most of the sug­
gestions you' ll find there are mere com mon sense :
be sure t he meeting is necessary , be brief. begin on
time, state the purpose of the meeting, end on
t ime, etc. Pull t hat book off the shelf and t ak e a
look at it.

Alfred E. Smith said t hat "a com mittee is a
group of men who ind ividuall y can do not hing, but
collectively can meet and dec ide that nothing can
be done." Others have said that "a camel is a horse
put together by a com mit tee ." These and other
quips are a ltogether too true for a lot of committee
work, but it doesn' t have to be so . We ca n make
our meetings a vital, con t ributing part of our
work.

Ronald L. Dart
Big Sanov. Texas

A V ITAL CO NSIOERATIO N IN TH E STUOY
O F THE EARLY CHURCH

In ecclesiasti cal history , with special attention
t o the hist ory of the Christian church of the first
t wo centuries, the overwhelming majority of
research works are written by "Christ ian" schol­
ars. These sc holars are generally agreed on t he ir
approach to t he su bject of early church h isto ry in
that they start with on e prem ise - that the New
Testament church did not keep the 10 command ­
ments, the sabbath nor the holy days, wit h one
minor exception . On the other hand, Jewish sc hol ­
ars studying t he Christian ch urch a nd rela ted sub­
jects see it the other way. Their resea rch bears out
that the original New T estament church did keep
the 10 commandments, t he sabba th , holy da ys and
even other "Old Testamen t " laws.

It does not escape my attention that one would
nat urally expect mor e Christian than J ewish
researche rs wri ting about the beginnings of Chris ­
t ianity . Bu t this does not mean in the sli ghtest
t hat there is a dearth of competent J ewish sc hol­
ars who have written on this subject - yet the
te ndency is often to ignore or minimize what they
h ave to say and opt for non-Jewish so urces. It
must be remembered that Jewish historian s, not
having to defend the merits or demerits of the
"Christian" ch urch , might even be mor e obj ective
abou t early ch urch histor y.
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Here in brief a re some examples. Samuel Kc hn,
chie f rabbi of Budapest in the la te 19t h century.
referring to a Judaic-Christian group in the late
Middle Ages, te lls that they "actua lly accepted
and practiced Jewish customs and sta tu tes, which
the O ld T estament prescribes and which original
Christianity observed as binding and only later
discarded" (The Sabbatarians in Transylvania ­
Their History, Literature and Dogma. p. 8, Lei p­
zig , 1894).

About the Juda ic-Christians of the early churc h,
noted Jewish h is t ori an James P ar kes st a t es,
" Rejected , first by t he church [o f Orthodoxy and
Ca t holicism ], in spite of their genui ne bel ief in
J esus as the Messi ah, and then by the J ews in
spite of the ir loyalty to the Law, they ceased to be
a factor of any im port ance in the development of
either Christ ianity or Judaism " (The Confli ct of
the Church and the Synagogue, p. 92. London,
1934) . Parkes again sta tes "By the secon d cen tury
t he con troversy over t he Law ceased to play the
role which it had played at the earlier period. T he
church had become predominantly Genti le in
membershi p and almost exclusively so in lead ­
ershi p" (ibid. p. 96).

Louis Goldberg , in "T he Mess ia nic Jews," states,
" In the second a nd third cen tu ries the churc h
gained more and more universal appeal a nd
became more and more Gentile Christ ian because
the re were more Gentiles than Jewish peo ple" (as
quoted fro m Christianity Today, Feb. I , 1974).

Of course a few Chris t ia n schola rs of renown do
admit that the original churc h did keep the law,
sabba th , and other "Jewish" concep ts. Protestant
scholar Herzog is one . " Whereas in apos to lic times
the Judaic-Christ ians adhered closely to t he feast
cycle of t he J ewish ca lendar , the Ge ntile Christian
congregat ions appeared not to have celebra ted any
festivals" (Real Ene. for Prot. Theol. and Church,
v. 7, p. 749, art, "Church Year:' Leipzig, 1888.
second ed .). Herzog con tinues. " Tha t the J eu'ish
Christia n chu rches continued to keep the Old Tes­
tament prescribed fes tivals. a nd mere ly gave it a
Christian sign ificance, is not to be doub ted" (ibid.
v. II . p. 270) .

How ever. the name Judai c -Christians puts
many Christ ian scholars off as inconsequential to
their in-depth research; ot hers may denigrate
them to a radical, pro-Jewish sec t of no impor­
t ance . T he fac t remains that the vast majority of
Christ 's followers durin g the time of t he apostles
were ethnic J ews. During the time of t he a postles,
almost t he entire churc h was Judaic, whose me m­
bers remained a part of the Jewish com munity,
meeting in the sy nagogues with the Jews on the

Sa bbat h to hear the readings from the Old T es ta ­
me nt scrip tures. In the Book of Acts the apostles
(incl udi ng Paul! ) are shown preach ing in the sy na­
gogues even in Gentile cit ies . Christian ity at this
t ime was a "J ewish" (as opposed to Gentile) reli­
gion. As part of the J ewish comm unity , they did
not have to be reminded abou t Sabbath. holydays,
tith in g. clean an d unclean mea ts. etc. T hey auto­
matically kep t these laws like the no n-believing
J ewish comm unity around them. especia lly so
seeing they had received. no authority from Christ
or the apostles to the co nt rary .

Any Ge ntiles ca lled at that t ime ca me under the
fu ll auspices of the ,Juda ic Christians . "At the
death of Paul, Christianit y was st ill a J ewish sect ,"
s t a tes Par kes . "In the midd le of the second cen­
tury it is a separate reli gio n busily engaged in
apo logetics to the Greek and Ro man world..."
(Con flict. p. 77).

Only after the death of the apostles do we wit ­
ness t he steady ascendancy of a Gentile Christian­
ity, which was less a nd less in teres ted in things
Jewish . This disinterest became most noticeable
a fte r t he dest ruction of the temple in 70 A.D .•
when Jewish infl ue nce rea ched an all-time low for
t he cen tury. Christian schola rs are right whe n
saying t hat most Gentile Christians. espec ially
from the second century onward. di d not kee p t he
law. But t he fact rem ains. and J ewish historia ns
a t test to it . that the Judaic-Christians did kee p
t he law, sabbath. holydays. And t hey did not con­
st itute a tiny Judaic-Christian "sect," but act ua lly
were in the majority durin g most of t he first cen­
t ury.

Christian scholars te nd to focus t heir at ten t ion
primarily on the seco nd cent u ry - on a non­
J ewish , Ge ntile churc h (wit h which they identify )
sit uated in the West. At this time the Chri st ian
churc h was Gen tile and in the majori ty. Scholars,
in st udying the rise of Christian ity. look to t his
church. which gene ra lly did not keep t he sa bba t h.
holy days or com ma nd men ts . T hese Christ ia n
sc holars do make a llo wa nce for an exception - a
sma ll. Judaic group was kee pi ng the holy days.
sabbath and the law. Justin Mar tyr admits that
some within the (Gentile) church of his day (c.
A.D. 160) did adhere to the law, but te nded to be
looked down upon and often not even adm it ted to
the congregation (T rypho , ch. xlvii ).

J ewish historians nat u ra lly focus more atten­
t ion on the first cen tu ry Chris ti an church, when
t he church was predom inantly J ewish et hn ica lly
and theo logically . These scholars see the churc h of
the a postles as one believing an d practicing the

(Con tinued on palfe 17.5)
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spite of the sermon , counting it a part of the
Christian cross they have t o bear if t he sermon
happens to be a hopelessly boring or bad one.
Therefore, the minister has a captive audience
that a lways returns, and no matter wha t he gives
seems t o "go over" well , so he often tends to
become gloppy and unskilled in h is use of lan ­
gu age.
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THE POWER OF LANGUAGE
"The two 388 roared simultaneously. The walls

of the underground room took the crash of sound
and ba tted it t o and fro between them until there
was silence. J ames Bon d watched the smoke being
sucked from eac h end of t he room t oward the
central ven taxia fan .

"T he memory in h is righ t hand , of how he had
drawn and fired with one sweep fro m the left ,
made him confident. He broke th e chamber side­
ways ou t of the Co lt Detective Specia l and wait ed,
hi s gun poin ted at the floor as the instructor
walked the 20 yards towards h im through t he ha lf
lighted ga llery ."

- From the nov el , Moonraker, by Ian Flemin g
"And now brethren, as I am sure you k now, it's

raining outside but we have the sunshine of the
Lord here in our hearts t ogether so in closing even
a lt hough yo u have not heard anyth ing you did not
kn ow before, it 's good for us to go over these t hin gs
again and so in closing let 's all t u rn over now
t ogether t o Habakk uk 1, verse 9, an d see what it
says t here for us to day ....
- Fr om a sermon somewhere in church this Sun ­
day .

The purpose of t he novel compared to the p ur ­
pose of the sermon m igh t be almost trite, yet the
la nguage quality of the novel is overwhelmin gly
better . This poor use of language by the m en of
the cloth is so prevalent that in t he eyes of the
world, the minister - grinding ou t his mo noto­
nous serm ons - marches deeply in the ranks of
the cart oon charac ters alon g with mother-in-laws,
Mickey Mouse , Dagwood and Blon die.

He is pictured in the newspapers and magazines
speaking endlessl y yet adding nothing to the
enlightenment of the congregation who sh uffle
restlessly , longing for his message to end.

Why is this ? It's such an en igma that the m ost
important of all speaking shou ld be of the poorest
quality .

There m ust be many reasons for it . Perhaps the
min ister has developed an ov er reliance on
"inspiration," a nd neglected the perspiration and
preparation departments. Or maybe h is audien ce ,
out of loya lty to religi ous convictions, return in

Cop-outs

Whatever ot her excuses for poor langu age skills
might be given, one of t he worst is that the Bible
it self tea ches that min isterial la nguage shou ld be
of the "cat sat on the mat" or the Dick and J an e
level and variety.

Se vera l script u res are usually quoted to su pport
this prem ise. One of the most popular is I Corin ­
th ians 2:1 ·4. " And I, brethren , came not with
excellency of speech or of wisdom, declarin g unto
you t he tes timony of God . . . and m y preaching
was not with en t icing words of m an 's wisdom, but
in demonstration of the Spirit and of power." This
scripture, it is claimed , is Paul's condemnation of
ministerial developmen t of language skills. Is Pau l
saying here that the minister need only concern
him self with kindergarten language and that the
Holy Spirit will do the rest ?

Or is he talking abou t fla ttering, tricky, rhetori ­
cal techniques like the on es Tertullus used against
him in Chap ter 24 of Acts. Tertullus bega n to
accuse hi m saying , "Seeing that by thee we en joy
great qu ietness a nd that very worthy deeds are
done in this nation by thy Providence . We accept
it always and in all pl aces m ost noble Felix with
all thankful ness. N otwithst anding, that I be not
further tediou s unto thee I pray thee that thou
wouldest hear us of thy clemency a few words?"

If Paul is co ndemning the use of hi gh ly devel­
oped , mat ure and majestic language , here he cer­
t ainl y failed to heed hi s own ad vice and went on to
portray large sections of the New Testamen t
truths in language of such majest y and cadence
that it has scarce been equalled .

Another scripture t hat is quoted t o st u n t the
deve lopment of minis terial la ngu age skills is Acts
4:13: "Now when they saw the boldness of Pet er
and J ohn and perceived t hat they were u n learned
and ignoran t men , they marvelled ."

Does t his scripture say that Peter a nd J ohn had
poor language skills , or does it tend to imply that
t hey had not received that generation 's formal
education and college degree?

Actually, many rural or peasan t societies have a
very rich and beautiful langua ge h eri tage. T he
people, a lthough without formal educa tion learn a
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quality of la nguage usage through their national
t radition s - t he ir epic poetry and folk songs that
can be very co lorfu l and movin g.

It 's a little hard and illogica l to t ry and use the
Author of the greatest piece of litera ture that ever
existed to condemn the development of mat ure
and effective language skills.

What a Difference it Would Have Made!

What wou ld h istory and lit erature be like if the
advocates of Dick and J ane language were right?

Jesus might ha ve said t o the Pharisees, "You are
a bunch of bad men," inst ead of usi ng some of H is
more pointed metaphors like serpents, hypocrites,
genera tion of vipers - whi ted sepulchers full of
dead me n 's bones.

He cou ld have said to that generation, " You
Jews do n 't pay any attention to me . I wanted to
help bu t you wouldn 't let me. You 're going to
catch it now." Instead, he was mo ved to say , "Oh
Jerusalem..Jerusalem , you t ha t kill t he prophets
an d s tone them which are sent unto you . How
often wou ld l have ga t here d your ch ild re n
together eve n as a hen ga thers her ch ickens under
he r wings and you woul d not . Be ho ld, your house
is left unto you desola te."

Wou ld Ch u rc h ill's a udie nces have been so
moved if he had told them that his policy was to
" keep fighting Hit ler till he was beaten ," instead of
telling them - " We will never parley . We will
never negot iate wit h Hi tler or a ny of the grisly
ga ng who work h is wicked will. This wicked man,
the repository and em bod imen t of many forms of
sou l -destroyi ng hatred , this monstrous product
of former wrongs and sham e has now resolved t o
t ry to break ou r famous is land race by a process of
indiscriminate slaughter an d destru ction. Wh at he
has do ne is t o kindle a fire in British hearts, here
and a ll over the world, whic h will glow long' after
all t races of the conflagra t ion he has caused in
Lon d on have bee n removed. He has lighted a fire
which will hu m wit h a steady an d cons u ming
flam e u nti l the last vestiges of N az i tyranny have
bee n burned ou t of Europe." It's very doubtful.

Dusty Grammar ians

An other disin centive to developm ent of lan ­
guage skills is t hat for so me t ragic reason many
sections of language have bee n locked up an d fro­
zen in to se ts of wooden rules by dus ty gramma­
rtane.

Instead of t he subject of figures of speech being
a dy namic, exci ting study, students must cope
wi t h j a wb reakers like antiprosop oeia , ho mo­
eoteteuton , epitherapeia, a nd of cou rse, let's not

forget about fynathroesmos. What a tragedy!
Many become deflected from la nguage de vel­

opme n t by co nfronting such pedan tic non sense
and then the whole su bject t akes on a d usty
ins ign ifica nce.

So me are discouraged from developing powers of
ex pression in the fear t hey m ay become wooden
and st ilted like grammatic rule books.

However, the mechan ism for moving language
production is not s imply that of t he speaker stand­
ing u p, pausing and saying to h imself, "Well , I
t hin k it 's t im e for me to use an alterat ion or two
and then a litt le la ter on I'll t hro w in a couple of
metaphors and perhaps a dab of hyperb ole."

T he raw material m ust be available. but po w­
erfu l language usage is created in the heart, soul,
and mind, and pou red ou t in m oving u t terance. It
emerges fro m the crea t ive froth of urgen t men­
tality and surges out in vital me aning. On ly then
do the grammarians ana lyze and classify it .

Others seem to think that ministerial Dick a nd
Jane ty pe la nguage is O.K., and fur t he r de vel­
opmen t u nnecessary, as long as you are hear t felt
and sincere in your message.

This reason ing ma kes a n eit he r/or equation out
of t he situation, and fails to consider tha t both
qua lit ies are necessary speaking skills. Language
development is not intended to diminis h or replace
fee ling, emotion, o r urgen t s incerity , but to
in tensify their express ion .

It 's like the house painter who suddenly gets the
desire to capt ure the sm iling in nocence of his
daughter on ca nvas in a portrait and gets into a
lit t le t rouble. He is used to working with paint in a
fu n ctional way coveri ng a s much surface as
quickly with as little mess as possible.

He has t he des ire a nd he has t he pa int but his
mi nd has been t rained alo ng functiona l non-ere­
ative lines. He now needs to develop the crea t ive
powers of d ep th of expression that will get his
m essage across onto t he canvas.

T his situation is iden t ical to t he speaker wit h
urgent desires but lac king in de pth and power of
expression because of an impoten t , functiona l
"housepainter" att itude to ward language.

Contemporary language Attitudes

T h is fu nct ional attitude t owards la ngua ge
seems to be a sympto m of ou r mecha nical cult ure.
Language d eve lopment after a cer tain point seems
so useless. Real est ate, machinery , money, you can
use - do someth ing with - make a profit - but
what ca n you do with language after yo u learn to
say "Hi t, yes a nd nope," tell the t ime and ask
"what's for dinner?"
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Ask D eWitt Wallace or perhaps Agatha Christy.
Their product is kn owledge. dram a and adventure
in paper and ink, and has made them multi-mil­
lion aires . They d on 't su bscribe t o the idea tha t
lan gua ge is a sort of use less co mm od ity a fter yo u
have developed it to the point of asking what 's for '
d inner.

Churchill even commented he though t th e
study of language an d rh etoric was so dan gerous,
that it ou ght to be illegal or licensed. Hit ler
tended to prove him right .

And, of course, God delivered His pl a n of salva­
t ion to mankind in the form of language - pu n c­
tuated from time t o t im e with angelic messages,
divine visitat ions and miracles, bu t largely in t he
form of language. He really believes in the power
of langu age.

" Is not My word like as a fire? sai th the Lord,
and like a ham mer th at breaketh t he rock in
pieces . ... My word tha t goe t h forth out of my
mou th, it shall not re turn t o me void , but it shall
accom plish t hat whi ch I please and it sha ll pr osper
in the thing whereu nto I send it" (J er . 23 :29; Isa.
55 011).

So contrary to the functional at titudes of our
age towards langua ge, it is in real ity a very prac­
tical, useful, dynamic ins t ru men t worthy of fu r­
t her development and greater attention .

Blunt Minds

As skillful and helpful as ou r industrial system
is in making an d prefabrica tin g prod uct s, it does
us a disservic e when it t ries to prefabricate our
language usage.

As wit h colo rs, m ost things are a spect rum of
meaning conveyed by a se ries of words. The ad ver­
t ising profess ion tends t o bit e the sim ple end off
t he spect ru m of mean ing to illustra te the virtues
of its product s. It preaches this one m ea ning in to
t he minds of the m asses and soon t he rest of t he
me aning is lost or forgotten .

If you as k a store clerk for cat-grit she is lia b le
to look a t you in be wild ermen t and not know wh a t
you wan t . If you hi t the b rand name or the name
the pe t com pany uses like " Kitty. Litter," a ligh t
goes on and she can show you your need.

Strictly speaking, you d on 't rea lly need Kit t y­
Litter, you a lready have that ! Wha t you do need
is something to take care of it . However, since
mass-media advertising has programmed her m in d
to fu nction arou nd t ha t on e m eanin g, you have to
use it to get results.

A conserv a t ive , elderly business man went in to a
fas t food restauran t for ch icken . H e knew he
wa n ted chic ken . It was eit her a Co lonel Sanders or

so me simila r establishment tha t specializes in
chic ken . So he wen t in and as ked for chicken . T he
peopl e be hind t he counter looked a t h im in bewil ­
dermen t . Did he wa nt "Corn and Cl uck for Under
a Buck ?" Did he want the fam ily size bucket with
the free nyl ons or the crac ke r barrel speci al wit h
co les law and onions . T he poor man d id n 't know.
AU he wa nted was chic ken a nd since he was hold­
ing u p the line a nd getting looks from others in t he
line he left , embarrassed and sligh tly bewildered .

When sim ple in art icu late slogans a nd phra ses
are prefab ricated a nd slipped into the m in d con­
tinu all y , it can ea sily lose its in cis ive faculties a nd
become very blu n t . Prefabricated phrases and slo­
ga ns m ea n p refab rica t ed t houghts . T hough t
shoul d be individ ual, pers ona l, unique, sharp and
incis ive - not round and prefabricated from blunt
m inds .

Art icula t ion P ro je c t

These la nguage concepts a nd observation s were
discussed in 8 ministeria l homilet ics class on earn­
pus recently . In the in terest of de velopin g dee per
powers of expression , the class decided t o pool and
share and interchan ge persona l langua ge skill s
a nd tech niques t ha t they had d iscovered through
experience or rese arch .

One language sugges t ion was a m ethod for
developing crisp articulation . Ma ny words seem to
be able to get into the target a rea bu t usua lly only
one or two can h it t he bull 's eye. It's this finely
discriminating ability t o match t he uniqu ely apt
word to exactly fit the situation that is t he ma rk
of articu late mentali ty.

T he concept is, instead of learning sim ple vocab­
u lary words, you s tudy the su btle differen ce of
m eaning in a word series . They need not be new
words or "big" words like t riskadec apho raic or
cera nephobi a. bu t ordinary words like h ank er or
honesty .

T here are several p laces yo u co u ld get word
series covering a spect rum of me a nin g bu t on e of
t he bes t sources is. of all places, Webster's .

For exam ple the words honesty, honor, in tegrity,
probity all share the mea nin g of uprightness as
shown in one's character or action. H owever t hey
each stress and hi ghlight a unique aspect of t he
genera l meani ng :
H ON ESTY implies a R EFUSAL to lie , steal or

deceive in any way.
HONOR a fas tidious allegiance to the stan­

da rds of on e's profession .
INT E GR IT Y s uch r e c t it u d e th at on e is

incapable of being fa lse to a trust,
resp onsibility, a p ledge.
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PROBITY tried or proven hones ty or integrity.
T he words hanker, long, yearn, pine, hu nger,

thirs t all share the meanin g of having an urgent
des ire for so meth ing . T hese words , a lthough shar ­
ing t he same spect rum of meanin g, have their own
part icu la r ti n ts a nd colors:
HA NKER an uneasy desire because of an

unsatisfied appetite or passion.
LONG im plies a wishing with one's whole

h eart a nd oft en a st r iving t o
obtain .

YEARN adds st re ngt h to t he meaning
co n vey ing an eager, restless, of ten
pa ssionate longing.

PINE a languish ing or FRUITLESS
longin g.

T hey say as few as t hree word series a wee k will
kee p you in a poised , a rticu la te fra me of mind .
There is also a synergiscic effect and t he mind
sta r ts to go th rough its own files a nd t hen quiet ly
lay s the righ t word on the t ip of your to ngue.

Vistas o f life

T his idea shows t he re are more exciting methods
of la nguage d evelo pment t ha n painfu lly dragging
yo u rse lf t h rough a voca bu la ry book. In t he
graphic arts field they use this m ethod. a ll the
time. On a ny given day they m igh t need a layout
t hat req uires a wom an pushing a shopping cart or
a policema n directing t raffic or even a pirate shi p .
So ma ny of t hem are co ntinua lly cli pping scenes
and pictu res of life in action fro m newspapers and
magazines a nd have small indexed drawer filin g
ca binets s tu ffed with clippings.

When they need a parti cul ar scene or picture for
a certain layout they go t hro ugh the cl ipping files
and have reams of material to draw on for ideas ,
expressions a nd concepts.

So me spea kers an d wri ters wit h st ro ng po wers of
descript io n consc ious ly or subconscious ly do the
sa me th ing. They are co ns ta nt ly observing life in
actio n and filing aw ay these vistas of life into the ir
min ds, Wh en t hey are speaking and need descrip­
t ive material it comes flowing ou t an d in to the
mi nd of the a udie nce.

I am su re many of us ca n still remember t he fat
lady standing in the cafete ria line wit h her a nk les
hanging over her shoes with gia n t sla bs of pie on
he r p la te wondering why she was fa t.

Dim ens io na lity

Another co ncept t ha t gives vivid ness and st rong
powers of ex press ion is "dimens ionality ." I t con-

H UNGER
& T HIRST

a compelling, insistent craving for
somet hing good or bad .

sis ts of having t he descrip tion revolve around or be
framed within a geometrical d imension , such as a
shi p t hat explodes on t he surface of the sea then
disappears below t he water leaving a cloud of
b lack smo ke hanging above the waves where t he
sh ip had bee n mome nts before.

fan Fleming used th is d ram atic ploy by framing
his shoo t in g scene within the geo metrical bound­
a ry of the room. The walls of the roo m " took the
cra sh of sou nd an d ba t ted it to and fro between
t hem u n ti l there was silence." Then Bond watches
the smoke being sucked fro m each end of the
room to wards the central ven ta xia fan .

T he geo me t rical dimension gives depth and con­
crete reali ty to the situa t ion.

Spi rit ua l Dime n s ion

An other facet of the class discussion revol ved
aro u nd t he mec hanics of di vine inspiration in
speaking.

T he u nan imous concl usion was that d ivine
ins piration cou ld never be successfully affected .
Mechanica l dynam ics, lou d ness a nd emo tiona l
ext ravagance proved to be ra ther thin an d t rans­
parent com pared to t he genuine art icle. Bu t it is
with [he addi t io n of t his spiri tua l dimension that
mi n isteria l la nguage ca n become the most pow.
erfu l and com pelling kin d of langu age any where
availab le.

T he genera l concl usio n seemed to be that the
Holy Spirit worked in the mind to brin g facts and
though ts and material ins tan tly t o remembra nce
a nd enabled it to be expressed wit h unique con­
vieti on .

The analogy was drawn between this and the
power equ ipment on a ca r. The driver ca n press
the brake pedal with purely human effort bu t the
addit ion of power bra king equipment makes it a n
al m ost effor tless jo b. Stee ring a heavy car weigh­
ing thousands of pou nds can be do ne so lely by
m usc le power hut the ad dit ion of a powerful
hy draulic pump ma kes it very easy.

So it is wi th speaking . T he necessary t ho ugh ts,
a udience pe rception , fluen t language ret r ieva l ,
honest co nvic tion ca n all be accom plished solely
by human effort but wit h t he addition of the
power d imension - God's Spirit - it 's all much
mo re co mpe lling, easier, faster and of specia l
excellenc e.

These are some of the ba ckgrou nd facts, dis­
cussion point s , and sugges t ions ou r recent M.E.T.
Homiletics class ca me up wit h and we wanted to
share them wit h you. We would appreciate hear­
ing fro m you about language concepts yo u may
have devised, ex perie nced or researched. It takes
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just a little effo rt and clar -ity t o further develop
an d dee pen language powers a nd the resu lt. of such
an investment in you r congregation and yo urself
will produce boun t iful dividends.

You 'll begin to know wh en yo ur langu age
im pa ct is taking effect- - the s lee pe rs wi ll be
unab le t o sleep, th e skeptics will forget to sneer ,
and t he fa"! of the congregation will be deligh ted.

- M ET Staff

OPE N FORUM
(Continued from poee 170)

sa bba th , h oly days and certain ly keeping t he 10
commandments. The excep tion h ere are t he Gen­
tile "Christi ans" - who at this t im e are still very
mu ch in t he m ino rity - who gene ra lly did not
practice things "J ewish ."

One final poin t. We m ust be aw are of the t im e
setting in volved when studying works pert aini ng
t o t he ea rly ch urch . It doesn 't really m at t er what
t he second century "Christian" churc h observed or
fail ed to observe. What is essen t ia l is to see wha t.
t h e first cen tu ry ch urch, the church of the
apostles , pred omin ant ly J ewi sh in it s ethnic make­
up, be lieved and practiced . After all, the lea ders of
the Judoic-Cnristion church in the first centu ry
were Divin ely inspired , whereas t he lea ders of t h e
Christian. ch urch in the second century were no t.
J ohn was the last apostle, no t Clem ent , Ani cetu s.
or even P olyca rp .

Gerhard M arx
PT Conrnbutm q Editor

Pasade na

PM M AKES UNIQU E CONTACT WITH
GOD 'S W OR K

Thank you very much for the B ulletin and th e
co nstant flow of material wh ich we are receiving
through it. T h is is espe cially en couraging for m e
since I am on one of the islan ds , wit h out any
regul ar contact wit h fellow ministers. I had a
rat her un usu al experience recent ly and wou ld like
to share it with the reade rs of the Bulletin .

A short t ime ago I go t a letter from a reade r of
the Plain T ruth who mentioned t hat she worked
in the accou nting de partment of one of the loca l
Banks. Sh e h ad n oticed from my accou n t ca rd
that I was the local represen ta t ive of the World ­
wide Church of God , and wan ted t o know if she
could attend Bible Study in N assa u . Sin ce we
don 't h ave th e broadcas t on a local radio station,
let te rs fro m prospective mem bers are few a nd fa r
between; however this experience impressed m e
with the fact God h as many ways of bringing t hose
wh om He is caIling into con tact. with Hi I': work .

I would also like to say special thanks for the
Ministeri al Education & Training program, and
the other lines of com mu nicat ion which have been
beefed up in recent mon ths. The whole progra m is
s t imulating, thought provoking and h elpfu l. Keep
it coming! I really appreciate it .

K ings/ey O. M ather
Nassa u. Baha mas

BIBLE STUDY IDEAS

T h ere was an in t erest ing paralle l in G uy Ames '
article on "Year of Transition and Foundat ion
Building" (Jan uary 21) with the T oowoomba
Chu rch and, for that m atter , probably worldwide .
"Everyone wan ted only t o be served by the minis­
ter and hi s fam ily and always be on the receivi n g
end of every thing."

I want t o t a lk about one area where t h is atti­
tude has surfaced - our twice m on th ly Bible
Study .

There is al ways pressure on a minis ter to con­
t inue t o stri ve to include va rie ty and interest as
well as relevan t informat ion that the brethren can
take home with t hem. J ohn H al ford wr it es in his
m onthly report to Mr. Luker, " We h ave t r ied to
make t he Studies in teres ti n g for those who want
t o come, bu t many brethren , if given the opti on,
would rather s tay at home. P erhaps we could re­
t h in k the whole concept of mid-week Bible Stud­
ies ."

I agree!
I hold Bible Stu dy t wice a mon t h after Sabbath

Services be cause it enables more peo ple to attend
who have to t ravel long distances. I h ad been
covering the Bi ble in a survey manner like a .T.S .
in Ambass ador College, bu t felt t hat this was get ­
t ing too monot on ous.

So over a period of three m on ths I began askin g
for input from the brethren on h ow they felt they
could profit m ore from t he Bible Studies. The
feedback was very poor. Virtually none!

As I approa ched Psalm s and Proverbs I contin­
ued t o prompt them by givi ng them some exam ­
ples on h ow I wou ld like to cover t hem. By doing
this I had hoped to spark some interes t and id eas
from them .

Nothing came in!
So I d ecided to take a m ore d rastic course of

action. When we assembled together in the after­
noon after church for the next Bible Study , I told
them I was canc elling the study. I ga ve them the
reason why and j ust walked out.

As you ca n imagine there were varied ractions
from an ger t o hurt feelin gs, apologetics to nonch a­
lance.
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It had the desired effect ! I have bee n in undated
wit h ideas for Bible study, newscli ppin gs tha t I am
goin g to have t o plough through and genera lly a
re newed in terest all round . T hose who couldn' t
ca ll eit her wrote or ra ng. To my jo y and happiness
there is once again interest in Bible study.
, Cancelling the st udy also poin te d me towards
one or t wo unde r curren ts that I didn't kno w were
there. T he dissatis fied in the Churc h like to find
an excuse they feel will back up their general
gn pes.

I am going to list below the ideas I have formu­
lated and plan to put in action. Maybe a num ber
of othe r min isters have other ideas they can add to
this lis t . I fee l we should always be on the lookout
for somet h ing to spice up the Bible studies.
Be cause there has been many a st udy endured
over the years . We sho uld do everything in our
power to erad icate this problem.
Here are so me of the ideas:
1. Rather than go through a book verse by verse,

t ry covering a subject at one t ime. Those mem­
bers who attended the follow-u p Bible studies I
gave after the Bris bane Cam pai gn voiced their
appreciat ion for getting back to the basics. (I
know some books like the Epis tles of Paul are
bet ter covered verse by verse).

2. Go throu gh some of our doctrines and bel iefs by
covering all the relevan t script ures. Show wha t
the Bible says on healing, t ithing, prayer, etc.

3. Every couple of months spice th ings up with a
rel igiously orien tated film, or may be a slide
show. (I pla n to give a slide show of the 2
mo nths I spe nt at the " D ig" ).

4. Many of the brethren have prob lems with
finances a nd business relations that affec t our
everyday lives. Maybe once in a while have
some other qualified person prepare a talk.
Let's face it fellows, we are not a ll experts in
t hese fields .

5. Ma ny of t he bret hren voiced t heir a ppreciation
of an idea tha t Bill Bradford used when he was
he re t ha t kept t heir in te res t a t a pitc h. Bill
used to ask questio ns on what they t hought
suc h and such a verse mea nt or what was the
a nswer to a question . These ques t ions were
a nswe red voca lly there and then . They never
knew whe n or who was goin g to be asked. (I
do n 't know if you st ill do this Bill , but they all
remember t hat ra ther vivid ly).

6. Always know ahead of time what I am going to

study ne xt t ime. T hen I ca n te ll them what
books, chap ters , verses or subjec ts they ca n be
keyed. up for next st udy. There just may be a
few questions before we st art.

Anyway, I hope this experience will be of som e
advantage to those of yo u who a re having similar
problems (I don 't advocate that every one ca ncel
Bible st udy, that 's not the point ). For those of you
who have other ideas. . . let's hear a bou t them !

Gabin Cullen
Que enslan d , Au stralia

TAPES FOR THE WIDOWS

A hearty "Amen" t o Mik e Swagerty 's contribu­
t ion about feeding the very elderly and in firm by
tapin g the weekly Sabba th services. We had been
recently very conc ern ed about the plight of t hese
" undernourished" brethren as well, some who
have not been ab le to attend services for two or
th ree yea rs and were in real need to be fed. T he
only knowledge of the Sabbath se rvices was what
they could glean from so meone's note s, or conver­
sat ion.

About two mon ths a go we also em barked on a
prog ram of taping the weekly sermon for these
peo ple. T he congregat ion was so enthused that
several do nated t ape recorders or wa n ted to help
pay for one. The effec t this has had on these infirm
"sheep" is a joy to witness. Some ha ve purchased.
hym nals and sing along with the congrega t ion on
the tape an d almost all of the 5 or 6 in ou r area
who are in this condit ion say they apprecia te it so
much they play them over and over through the
week.

We usually dub the ta pes on office day while we
are working and even get t he side benefi t of lis ten­
ing t o and evalua ting our sermons more often. I
was especially glad for t he benefit this effort gave
to one elderly lady who enjoyed the taped sermons
and servi ce very much for two months j us t prior to
he r recent deat h.

The availabili ty of rela tively inexpensive cas ­
se t te recorders and their simplici ty of operation
provide an effective way t o help a nd encourage
t hese brethren who are a very valua ble part of
God's Church an d who , in t heir cond it ion, need
the spiri tual boost the weekly sermon gives per­
ha ps more than any one (Matt. 25 :35-40).

Eugene Noel
Youngstow n, Oh io
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