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0 living being natu­
~ . rally wants to die.

But the stark fact of
, : I death is with us

" . whether we like it or
. not. No human

being has yet avoided death. And
all living things begin to die as soon
as they are born. There is no appar­
ent escape.

The Vanity of Human Pursuits

Throughout history man has been
painfully aware of his own mortal­
ity. He has sought to escape it in a
variety of ways. Ponce de Leon
searched for the fabled fountain of
youth. The Greeks perpetuated the
philosophical concept of the immor­
tality of the soul-that man's righ­
teous soul would finally divest itself
of its evil body at the moment of
death.

More practical minds sought to
preserve themselves through "im­
mortal" works of art, magnificently
constructed edifices bearing their
names, or classic book s which they
authored. The ancient psalmist well
expressed this proclivity of man:
"Their inner thought is, that their
houses are forever, and their dwell­
ing places to all generations; they
have called their lands after their
own names" (Ps. 49: II , New Ameri­
can Standard Bible).

But none of the trappings of
human civilization are truly immor­
tal. The Alexandrian library of an­
cient Egypt burned to the ground.
Palestine is the graveyard of several
civilizations. The hulks of Crusader
fortres ses dot the Mediterranean
coast in modern Israel. The ruins of
several Roman tiattas (theaters)
have been unearthed by archae­
ologists in the Holy Land.

So even the most enduring ele-
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ments of civilization must even­
tually perish -even if it takes
millions of years. The best of build­
!ngs will ultimately decay into noth­
Ingness.

Everything that the eye can see­
whether organic or inorganic-is ag­
ing or decaying to one degree or
another. There is no arguing with
that fact. It is a basic law of the
physical universe. Thinking people
recognize there is no apparent prac­
tical solution to the cycle of birth,
babyhood, youth, middle age, old
age and death. So they seek to pre­
serve themselves through future
generations-their sons , daughters,
grandsons and granddaughters. But
this has no practical value in pre­
serving their personal beings. More­
over, there is no guarantee that the
earth will always sustain the condi­
tions necessary for organic life. The
dominating fact of the last half of
the twentieth century is humanity's
newfound ability to totally destroy
all life by a host of terrible means.

All avenues of escape seem effec­
tively sealed. Averting our own per­
sonal mortality seems impossible.
The physical universe offers no
hope for survival. All seems hope­
less in the ultimate sense. We seem
doomed to oblivion.

Even modern man has dimly rec­
ognized that no natural force offers
any practical solution to his prob­
lem. Explanations born of faith and
fantasy are far more appealing than
the certainties ofscience.

But is each generation born only
to die in a never-ceasing stream of
time? Are all but a lucky few limited
to the biblical threescore and ten ­
and the lucky only to that plus a few
more years? One thing is. certain:
Physical knowledge has not pro­
vided the answer to these questions.

An ever-increasing amount of un­
derstanding about the ph ysical
world in which we live has not sig­
nificantly dented the mysteries of
immortality. We, on the average,
may live a few years longer than our
progenitors, but we are no closer to
preventing death than they were.
Any particular individual's final de­
mise cannot be long delayed.

Nothing seen by the human eye
can solve our problem. Nothing
confined within the limit s of space
and time can help us in the long
run.

The Bible itself affirms these
truths. The apostle Paul spoke of
spiritual survival made possible only
from a spiritual source. He was not
discouraged by the prospect of per­
ishing physically because he pos­
sessed a source of knowledge
unobtainable by the natural mind .

Notice an excerpt from one of his
letters to the Church of God in
Corinth: "So we do not lose heart.
Though our outer nature is wasting
away, our inner nature is being re­
newed every day. For this slight mo­
mentary affliction is preparing for
us an eternal weight of glory beyond
all comparison, because we look not
to the things that are seen but to the
things that are unseen ; for the things
that are seen are transient, but the
things that are unseen are eternal"
(II Cor. 4: 16-18, RSV).

Jesus on Immortality

Jesus did not disagree with Paul. He
told some who trusted in human tra­
dition and their vaunted national
heroes for salvation: "Your fathers
ate the manna [bread from heaven]
in the wilderness, and they died"
(John 6:49 , RSV). Jesus had to ex­
plain to them : " It is the spirit that
gives life, the flesh is of no avail ; the
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Ponce de Leon in search offountain of youth.

~ words that I have spoken to you are
<3 spirit and life" (verse 63, RSV).

Man has a Iway s bee n p r e­
occupied with the physical aspects of
religious worship. The woman at the
well pointed out to Christ that her
ancestors had worshiped God at
Mount Gerizim in Samaria. She er­
roneously thought that Jesus strictly
enjoined worship only at the
Temple in Jerusalem. He corrected
her misassumption: "Jesus said to
her, 'Woman, believe me, the hour
is coming when neither on this
mountain [Gerizim] nor in Jerusa­
lem will you worship the Father. .. .
But the hour is coming, and now is,
when the true worshipers will wor­
ship the Father in spirit and truth,
for such the Father seeks to worship
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him. God is spirit, and those who
worship him must worship in spirit
and truth' " (John 4:21-24, RSV).

Jesus later explained that the
seeds of this permanent spirit life
may be sown in the flesh now. He
said : "Truly, truly , I say to you, he
who hears my word and believes
him who sent me, has eternal life;
he does not come into judgment,
but has passed from death to life"
(John 5:24, RSV).

Permanent spirit life residing in
the flesh cannot be tested by the five
senses of man. It is an ingredient
that is totally spiritual-yet totally
real. It is the germ of immortality. It
is the Holy Spirit of God.

It cannot be bought with money.
It is truly priceless. God offers it free

of charge through Jesus Christ. "Ho,
everyone who thirsts , come to the
waters; and he who has no money,
come , buy and eat! Come , buy wine
and milk without money and with­
out price" (lsa . 55: 1). 0

RECOMMENDED READING

Those interested in pursuing a fur­
ther study of the religio-philosophical .
aspects of immortality may write for the
following free brochures:

Why Were You Born ?
Just What Do You Mean-Born

Again?
When a Man From Space Visited

Earth
How You Can Be Imbued With

the Power of God
See the inside' front cover for the

address of our office nearest you .
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ANEW LOOK AT
AN OLD·COMMANDMENT

For centuries religionists have tried to divorce the fourth commandment from the other nine in the Deca­
logue, contending that the Sabbath is mere ritual. They haven 't understood the moraland ethical reasons

why God devised it in the first place.

by Jeff Calkins

In any given weekend in the
United States, the freeways from
the cities to the countryside will

be clogged with cars and campers.
The cities pour forth their teeming
masses, yearning to breathe free­
and cleaner-air. Though people
have just gotten off work, they are,
ironically, frant ically working in or­
der to get away from work!

Some families wryly proclaim
that instead of fighting bumper-to­
bumper traffic in a national park
they will stay home and rest during
their weekend vacation.

The . weekend throngs are en­
slaved to the world of work. They
may have "leisure," but they don 't
use it leisurely: the frantic weekend
hardly disturbs the rhythm of the
workweek.

Which is where we broach the
question of the fourth command­
ment. "Remember the sabbath day,
to keep it holy.... in it thou shalt
not do any work" (Ex. 20:8-9). Of
all the Ten Commandments, it is the
one which has come under the most
fire. Theologians delicately excise it
from our .religious consciousness by
asserting that the Sabbath was a
specific institution given to the an­
cient Jews in order to keep them , as
God's nation, symbolically separate.
In this way of looking at it, the Sab­
bath has nothing intrinsically to do
with one's relationship to God or
man; it is merely a hangover from
bygone days, a sort of spiritual Ed­
sel, God 's own version of planned
obsolescence. .

Most people see the eminent logic
of the commandments against mur­
der , stealing and lying. Some nonre­
ligious people even believe that
coveting and adultery are wrong.
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And most religious people see the
logic of the commandments about
worshiping the one true God, not

. idols, and not taking His name in
vain . But the Sabbath gets left out.
It is not kept because most people­
including theologians-don't see the
logic behind it. They don 't see how
keeping a period of time "holy"
could possibly be important to God.

The Beat of a Different Drum

But the Sabbath is a means by
which God protects His investment
in human beings. If God had made
the Sabbath only because we need
the weekly rest (and , of course, we
do), He wouldn 't have made a spe­
cific period of time holy. "Any 01'
time" would do.

The Sabbath isjustified because it
protects and enhances man 's rela­
tionship to God. It exists to keep us
in a proper frame of mind . We live
in a grubby, material world of
everyday things. We only see mate­
rial things. There is, as we face each
day , a built-in bias towards materi­
alism. It isn't hard at all to avoid
anything spiritual. And unless we
take some time to consider, to think
upon a realm other than the mate­
rial , most of us might plod through
our lives oblivious to the major facts
of the universe .

There is no reason for a Sabbath
-a day of rest to consider God and
His creation-without a God. We
need time to think about that God
-because, even though God really
exists, the natural tendency is to go
through life as if He didn 't exist.

Most men, wrote Thoreau, live
lives of "quiet desperation," like so
many bees in a hive, squandering
their lives in a furious race to get to

the end, never considering why they
are alive in the first place.

The Sabbath marches to the beat
of a different drum. Or, more prop­
erly, strolls. It presents us with an
opportunity' to consider the whys of
life, not just the hows. It represents a
chance to get one's head on straight;
a time to achieve a philosophical
orientation in life; to know where
one should aim in life.

The Eternal Treadmill

Our routinized, modern " work"
gives us a strong push to materi­
alism, and subtly tells us that the
only reality is grubby, mundane,
earthly and perceptible. If it com­
pletely inundates our life, it cuts us
off from God. Paul condemned an­
cient thinkers who did not like to
keep God in their knowledge (Rom.
I:28), and David noted that it is the
evil who say in their hearts that God
doesn 't see them (Ps. 10: ll)-in
other words, that God doesn't really
exist.

We can often get so bound up in
our work-or our various recrea­
tional activit ies that we do in order
to rest up for more work-that we
forget what work is all about in the
first place. An individual can spend
his life in a corporate treadmill, if
he's an ambitious type, a contestant
in what is properly called a "rat
race," and never ask himself why
he's doing it. .

It is only as we stand off, ponder
the universe and our existence, con­
sider ' God, His laws and His cre­
ation , and place ourselves
consciously in the context of the
whole universe , that we can be fully
human..That is one way in which
the Sabbath was made for man
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(Mark 2:27). It is not a binding
force to enclose us in even more
mundaneness, but a liberating force
for freeing our minds and bodies
from ordinary humdrum existence.

In our daily lives, we are often
barely conscious of what we do. We
get up, we eat breakfast, we go to
work, we get on with the household
chores, we do our work, we eat
lunch, we do our work, we continue
the same things, often by rote . In
one way oflooking at it, we might as
well be robots, preprogrammed to a
certain way of doing things. The
part of us that is uniquely human,
our intellectual consciousness, may
not even come into play. Even if we
work "with our brains," we still may
never be self-conscious in the sense
of acutely realizing our unique posi­
tion in the universe-in the whole of
God's creation. The Sa-bbath gives
us time to consider ourselves in rela­
tion to the around.

Man Who Is Born to Work

A . rather jaded French writer ex­
pressed a modern attitude toward
life: "Work is less boring than plea­
sure." He was noting the desper­
ation of life without God : without
work, such a life would be boring,
meaningless and absurd.

That is the problem with the gen­
eral weekend frenzy in modern
Western society. Individuals find no
meaning or variety in their work so
they seek it in various pleasures and
pursuits. But meaning, a solid basis
for one's life which ties all of its
diverse elements together, cannot be
found solely in physical things.
Again, the Sabbath-an observed
Sabbath-is needed to remind us of
this fact.

The same meaninglessness is also
the problem with the traditional er­
satz sabbath that most of Christen­
dom has produced, the religious
observance of Sunday. The author­
ity for worshiping on Sunday de­
rives from tradition and history, not
the Scriptures. (Some scrupulously
celebrate Sunday a s a com­
memoration of the resurrection, but
this neither Christ nor the apostles
anywhere commanded . We are,
however, enjoined to observe the
annual anniversary of His sacrificial
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death for our sins. Write for our free
booklet How Often Should We Par­
take ofthe Lord's Supper?)

Anything deriving its authority
mainly from tradition and history is
sufficiently fuzzy, and allows for
enough spiritual "fudging" so that
the net effect of Sunday observance
is simply to make it another day of
the week, one on which to play golf
or mow one's lawn. The Sabbath,
unlike Sunday, is firm; the source of
its authority clear.

The Greeks had a myth about Si­
syphus who was condemned to con­
tinuallyroll a large stone up a hill,
the stone always rolling back down
the hill just as he was about to get it
to the top. Modern man , without the
genuine Sabbath, is like that: con­
tinually working, immersed in mate­
rial life, but never quite attaining
his goal of lasting happiness be­
cause material things are temporary.

The Sabbath is classless. Every­
one-no matter what he does the
other six days of the week-has basi­
cally the same leisure time for re­
flection and contemplation as the
richest man of property. For one
seventh of the week, everyone is
commanded to take leisure time
necessary to think things over.

The Sabbath confers upon its
keepers a "superfluity" of time :
time, the most precious resource of
man , is being used for something
other than material, utilitarian func­
tions-a luxury that is normally only
within the province of the rich.

It is no accident that totalitarian
governments make it extremely dif­
ficult, if not impossible, for their
subjects to keep the Sabbath. Those
governments recognize no other
reality than the material, and no
higher authority than themselves.
They claim, in effect, the pre­
rogatives of God. They dare not let
any subject recognize the existence
of God by keeping the day which
marks Him as Creator.

Totalitarian governments consti­
tute the extreme form of a world of
"total work." Everyone under their
control is a cog in the materialist
wheel, reduced to a mere funct ion,
subordinated for the good of a ma­
terial commonweal. But the Sab­
bath is an institution which shows

that man is God's creation, made by
Him for a purpose. A totalitarian
government can tolerate no space of
time which isn't subordinated to the
work of serving the state.

The Celebration of
the Universe

The Sabbath is, in effect, a celebra­
tion of the end of God's work and
the prospect of "man's becoming
God, just the same way that God
celebrated His accomplished work
by resting on the seventh day when
He had completed the basic creation
of the physical universe and physi­
cal life on earth.

The atheist existentialist philoso­
phers have been content to tell us
that human life is absurd, that all of
man's life is merely a preparation
for death. And, given the materi­
alistic premises of these writers, life
is absurd. But God intends to make
man into His image spiritually as
He has already made him in His
image physically . The weekly rest
on the seventh day is a "celebra­
tion" of this fact.

Thus the Sabbath commandment
embodies a principle as profoundly
moral as any other of the Ten Com­
mandments-it affects the deepest
part of our being, what we believe

"about the origin and purpose of the
universe in our heart of hearts . It is,
in a sense, the commandment which
God gave to keep us right inter­
nally , to keep our priorities and per­
spectives right in the way we look at
reality.

God intends for us to become like
Him. And to do that , we need the
"leisure time" which the Sabbath
provides to think about our lives-or
to "examine ourselves," as the
apostle Paul put it. God made the
Sabbath to give us just such an op­
portunity. 0

RECOMMENDED READING
The Worldwide Church of God offers

the "following publications concerning
the Sabbath day:

Which Day Is the Christian Sabbath?
The Sabbath and the Ten Com­

mandments
The Sabbath Was Made for Man
To obtain your copies free of charge ,

simply request them by title. (Inter­
national addresses are on the inside
front cover.)
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NEWYEAR!?
(Continued from page 18)

you" (verses 33,34, The . Living
Bible).

Privacy

Our Founding Fathers would turn
over in their graves if they could see
the mess we are in today. Our
"rights" have disappeared under the
banner of maintaining them. The .
apostle John in the book of Revela­
tion and writer George Orwell in his
book 1984 both foresaw the prob­
lem : buying and selling, having and
not having a job totally controlled
by government.

You may end up under another
government with another number­
and as I bring it up let me say ahead
of time that I am NOT saying that
the "number in their right hands
and in their foreheads" is the Social
Security number-sutrr, let's just see
what now is, and what is possible in
John's and Orwell's vision of our
next few years!

"Social Security"-what a won­
derful sound! And when it was in­
augurated we were all promised our
number would never be used for
anything but Social Security! Do
you know your number? What do
you use it for?

The computer is an invention of
the rank of writing and the wheel: It
has completely revolutionized our
society . Don't misunderstand me.
Computers are not bad, but they
have been put to some uncomfort­
able uses.

Names are okay, but computers
prefer numbers. The one number
you have which is unique to you is
your Social Security number. Once
you have that unique number it is
convenient for government and
business to keep track of as many
things about you as possible with
reference to that one number. So
the promise of its single use goes by
the wayside , as so many other prom­
ises, and you and I become iricreas­
ingly naked and have our privacy
invaded to the last jot and tittle -or
should I say bit and bite! For the fun of
it, why not figure out how many uses
your number is now being put to?
You might start by counting the
credit cards you carry-each com-
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pany asked for your number before
issuing you their little plastic rectangle.

Credit rating? Driver's license?
Bank account? Gun registration?
Crop allotments? Timber harvest?
The amount of water in your well?
The checks you write? The life-style
you lead; the things yo~ buy? Did
you know, by the way, that every
check you have ever written is mi­
crofilmed and on file-and available
to government and business alike?

Need cash? What for? Paper
money is only redeemable in more
paper money! Besides, it's what
money can buy that is important,
not the money itself. Checking ac­
counts help create more money.
Credit cards do too. But they can be
doctored, stolen, misused. Wouldn't
itbe nice if they offered to just tatoo
your unique number on the back of
your hand-invisibly, of course-and
all you had to do was pass it under a
small machine to buy and sell, to
pay and get paid? No one could
steal it ; nobody else could use your
number!

Can't happen? Don't bet on it!

Thy Kingdom Come!

There will be no privacy in God's
Kingdom either. He knows not only
all the facts about us, but even our
every thought. He knows our heart
and our very intent. That's fine! As
long as GOD is governing I won 't
mind that invasion of privacy-but
with human beings in control to
such an extent, I get uneasy. How
about you? With corruption ramp­
ant, terrorism spreading worldwide,
nuclear holocaust around the cor­
ner, society in a moral sinkhole, the
family disintegrating, famine, pollu­
tion and pestilence staring the
human race in the face, I can only
pray: "Thy Kingdom come! "

Thatwill be the really good news!
Happy New Year! 0

RECOMMENDED READING
What is the kingdom of God? Is it the
church? Is it something "set up in the
hearts of men"? Is it "the good with­
in you"? Is it "the millennium"? Each
of these is widely tauqht-syet none is
right! The shocking truth is made
plain in the booklet Just What Do You
Mean . . . Kingdom of God? Be sure
to request your free copy (address
of our office nearest you is on inside
front cover) .

FEEDINGWORLD
(Continued from page 27)

thirsty, give him water to drink"
(Prov.25:21).

In the parable of the good Sa­
maritan (Luke 10:29-37), Jesus em­
phasized that all men are our
neighbors and that Christians, like
the Samaritan, should come to the
aid of those~who are hungry and
destitute.

The apostle James proclaimed
that true religion is inextricably tied
to ministering to the poor, the
fatherless and the ' widow (James
I :27). "If a brother or sister be
naked, and destitute of daily food ,
and one of you say unto them, De­
part in peace, be ye warmed and
filled; notwithstanding ye give them
not those things which are needful
to the body; what doth it profit?
Even so faith , if it hath not works , is
dead, being alone" (James 2:15-17).

And in one of the most convicting
and conscience-pricking accounts in
all of Scripture (Matt. 25:34-40),
Christ speaks of a future time when
He will say to the righteous: "Come,
ye blessed of my Father, inherit the
kingdom... . For I was an hungred,
and ye gave me meat: I was thirsty,
and ye gave me drink: I was a
stranger, and ye took me in: Naked,
and ye clothed me: I was sick, and
ye visited me: I was in prison, and
ye came unto me.

"Then shall the righteous answer
him , saying, Lord, when ·saw we
thee an hungred, and fed thee? or
thirsty, and gave thee drink? . .
And the King shall answer and say
unto them, Verily I say unto you,
Inasmuch as ye have done ' it unto
one of the least of these my breth­
ren , ye have done it unto me."

For America and other nations
which claim to derive most of their
fundamental moral principles from
the Bible and the Judeo-Christian
ethic, there is no question that we
have at least some responsibility to
show compassion for the poor and
destitute , and to help feed the
world's hungry. But how much aid,
in what form, and for how long are
knotty and soul-searching q ues­
tions-questions which can only be
answered by our deepest and most
personal convictions. 0
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IN BRIEF

BEHIND SADAT'S
HISTORIC TRIP
by Stanley R. Rader

T o k yo , November 22,
1977: Here in Japan inter­
est was extremely high

concern ing Anwar Sadat's historic
visit to Jerusalem. All of the Japa­
nese television and radio stations,
as well as the newspapers, carried
extensive accounts of the events
surround ing Mr. Sadat's journey .
Most of you, I am certain, were
also fixed to your television sets as
the miracle of satellite communi­
cation brought these unprece­
dented affairs into your living
rooms.

For our many Japanese friends,
and for me, it was especially re­
warding . Mr. Herbert W: Arm ­
strong and I have togethe r
brought many Japanese con­
gressmen for the first time to both
Egypt and Israel since the October
1973 war, and through our com­
bined efforts we have worked to
promote better understanding in
Japan of the prob lems of the
Middle East.

As a result,someof our Japanese
congressmen friends became so
involved that several of them were
placed on the Arab black list for
what the Arab nations considered
to be a pro-Israel position. This was
not the case, and the congressmen
were subsequently removed from
the black list.

Only this past summer, in Au­
gust, the Ambassador Inter­
nat ional Cultural Foundation
(AICF) sponsored yet another visit
by prominent members of the Jap­
anese Diet to Israel, as well as to
Yugoslavia and Poland. On these
various occasions we have man­
aged to bring the Japanese into
very close contact with all of the
leading officials of the Egyptian
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and the Israeli governments, as we
have been found by our friends in
Egypt and Israel to be working al­
ways for world peace in a nonpo­
litical and nonpartisan manner.

Last month in this column I pre­
dicted that Mr. Begin would be the
man who could alone of all the
Israelis on the scene today, be­
cause of his political posture in
the past, make the kind of move,
including concessions , in order to
bring about peace in the Middle
East. Immediately after the Octo­
ber 1973 war, Mr. Armstrong and I
made some ten different trips into
Egypt, and we reported how very
much impressed we were with
President Sadat and what we
thought was a. genuine desire on
his part to bring about an ami­
cable settlement of all the issues
between his country and Israel.

Mr. Armstrong and I did what
we could on every subsequent trip
to Israel to advise our Israeli
friends of what we thought was
the totally sincere commitment for
peace that President Sadat
evinced when he received us. We
delivered similar sentiments of a
sincere des ire for no further
bloodshed and for mutual cooper ­
ation in the near future commun i­
cated to us by others in the
Egyptian government, as well as
university and industrial leaders.

In other columns in the past this
wr iter has suggested that the
problems of the Middle East are
going to have to be solved by the
people of that region , and that a
settlement imposed upon them
from the outside-whether it be
imposed by the United States uni­
laterally, by the U.S.S.R. unilater­
ally, or by the United States and

the U.S.S.R. working together­
will not produce a lasting peace. I
have repeatedly said there were
men of good will in all of the coun­
tries of that region and that, be­
hind the scenes, they were
working for a real peace.

President Sadat's announce­
ment that he would go to Jerusa­
lem, and even speak to the
Knesset, his subsequent fulfill­
ment of that promise, his de facto
recognition of the state of Israel­
all of these things are dramatic,
but should not be construed as
mere artifice or showmanship or
polit ical maneuvering . They
should, instead, be viewed as a.
culmination of the determined ef­
forts of Mr. Sadat and his closest
colleagues on the one hand, and
Mr. Begin, his colleagues and his
immediate predecessors on the
other hand. It is clear that many
months of effort on the part of
many people were involved.

We have also seen more evi­
dence of the radical approach
being manifested by those in other
parts of the Arab world who do not
want peace or stability in the area.
But, again, those who are con­
cerned more about mankind and
civilization as we know it today will
do everything they can to resist
and to otherwise thwart a further
radicalization of the area. It is in­
conceivable to this writer that the
government of Saudi Arabia, for
example, will not give President
Sadat its blessing regardless of
what public protestations may be
heard.

Within a few days I am planning
to return to Cairo and to Israel with
several members of the Japanese
Diet to gain further insight into the
events that will continue to unfold
between now and the time of the
Geneva Conference. In the mean­
time, I am sure that the hope ex­
tends around the world that this
initial, courageous first step on the
part of some very concerned
world leaders will become even­
tually a giant stride forward for
mankind. 0
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-rj1 '" recently read in an official
Kt publication of the Church of
England that character formation is
the purpose of human life on this
earth, and I know that also to be your
teaching. I want to beli eve it, as it
seems to make sense, but nowhere
in the Bible have I ever found this
stated. I have read the Bible for many
years."

John R.,
London, England

~.n Probably the reason you have
III not found character men­
tioned in the Bible is that the word
itself is never used in the Autho­
rized King James Version . The
Greek word charakter, from which
our word comes, does occur in the
New Testament once , and is trans­
lated " express image" in Hebrews
1:3. Here the word has undergone
cons iderable development from its
original etymological meaning of
" something cut [or] incised ." How­
ever it does not yet have the exact
meaning of our English word in this
conte xt.

But the quality or attribute of
character is often dealt with in the
Bible . It is, indeed, one of the main
themes of the Bible. In Romans 5:3-4,
the Revised Standard Version trans­
lates as " character" the Greek
word dokime , which is referring to
the state of having been proven by
testing . " More than that [rejoicing
in hope of sharing the glory of
God] , we rejoice in our sufferings,
knowing that suffer ing produces
endurance, and endurance pro­
duces character, and character
produces hope [confidence]."

Ephesians 4:11-14 , without spe­
cifically using the word , speaks of
character and character devel­
opment as the purpose for which
Chr ist gave ministerial gifts and of-
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and
----------

fices to the Church : " .. . until we all
attain to the unity of the faith and of
the knowledge of the Son of God ,
to mature manhood, to the measure
of the stature of the fulness of
Christ ; so that we may no longer
be . . . carried about with every
wind of doctrine. . . ."

Peter also shows that character
building is essential for us to be­
come partakers of the divine nature .
" For this very reason make every
effort to supplement your faith with
virtue , and virtue with knowledge ,
and knowledge with self-control ,
and self-control with steadfastness ,
and steadfastness with godl iness,
and god liness with brotherly affec ­
tion, and brotherl y affection with
love" (II Pet. 1:5-8).

The same sort of growth was de­
manded even of- Christ Himself
when He was a human being . He­
brews 5:8-9 reads: " Although he
was a Son, he learned obedien ce
thro ugh what he suffered ; and
being made perfect he became the
source of eternal salvation to all
who obey him."

l'j1 " Today's English Version of
Kt. the Bib le says in Acts 20:7, 'on
Saturday even ing we gathered to­
.gether,' which is directly contrary to
what the Authorized Version says . So
may I ask , did those disciples meet
on the first day or the last day of the
week? Will you please explain?"

Robert M.,
Louisville , Kentucky

n The literal Greek wording of
1111 this passage is "on the first
day of the week." However , be­
cause in today 's English language
the phrase " first day of the week " is
commonly regarded as referring to
Sunday , the Today 's English Ver-

An sw e r s

sion translators evidently felt it nec­
essary to specify that the disciples'
meeting was on Saturday evening
rather than on Sunday morn ing.

In both Old and New Testament
times, days were begun at evening
(roughly at sunset) and ended at
the following evening. However ,
Roman practice was to count days
from midnight to midnight , and this
became the system of the modern
world . When names for the days
were adopted , Sunday of course
meant a midn ight-to-midnight
period . It is obvious the Acts 20 :7
meeting did not take place on Sun­
day morn ing, since in that very un­
usual ci rcumstance Paul preached
till midnight. (Write for our free
booklet Which Day Is the Christian
Sabbath ?)

rj1 " If Jesus Christ of Nazareth
Kt was seen alive after His resur­
rection , what was He doing? Where
did He go? What happened to Him
thereafter? He seems to have just
vanished! "

BillS. ,
Ripton , Vermont

n The accounts of Christ's re­
III peated appearances after His
resurrect ion are related at the end
of each of the four Gospels (Matt.
28, Mark 16, Luke 24, John 20-21 )
and in Acts 1:1-12 and I Corinthi­
ans 15:4-8 . A good harmony of the
Gospels will help clarify the chro­
nological order of these events.
Briefly summarizing , Christ ap­
peared to Mary Magdalene ; to an­
other group of women ; to two men
going to Emmaus; to Simon Peter;
to ten of the apostles, then to all
eleven of them; to the apostles
again beside the Sea of Galilee; to
500 people on a mountain in Ga­
lilee; and to the disciples once
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more-repeatedly materializing and
dematerializing before their eyes.
Then finally He did " vanish" in a
different way (Acts 1:9-11). The dis­
ciples literally saw Him go up into
the clouds and disappear from their
sight on His way to heaven. So far
as the Bible enlightens us, He has
not since reappeared to anyone
with the exception of the apostle
Paul (I Cor. 15:8-9).

The Bible does not give us com­
plete details of all the events that
occurred while He was on the earth
for 40 days after the resurrection
(Acts 1:3). The biblical writers were
concerned with producing a theo­
logical account of His life, rather
than a biographical portrait. There­
fore , they give us only glimpses and
highlights, omitting a fuller account
which they felt was unnecessary for
thei r purpose.

fi1' " If you have any information
~1iI."t. on John 4:22 , aff irming that
'salvation is of [or from] the Jews,' I
would appreciate it greatly. "

David N.,
Dallas , Texas

~ When Jesus uttered those
.-~ words , He was speaking not
in terms of the Jews being the ex­
clusive universal carr iers of the true
religion , but simply of the fact that
the Jews possessed it while the Sa­
maritans (one of whom Jesus was
addressing here) did not. The Sa­
maritans had their own community
and religious center near Mt. Geri­
zim, a rival to Jerusalem. Their
sch ism from the Jews may date
from as early as the time of Ezra, in
the fifth century B.C., when the
principle had been enunc iated that
only Jews at Jerusalem would offi­
cially carry out the work of God in
that age (see Ezra 4:1-3). Knowl­
edge of God would thus come from
the Jews, and the Samaritans
wou ld not really know God. Hence
Jesus ' words : " You worsh ip what

. you do not know ; we worsh ip what
we know, for salvation is from the
Jews." With this Paul concurred
(Rom. 9:4-5): " They are Israelites,
and to them belong the sonship , the
glory , the covenants , the giving of
the law, the worship, and the prom-
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ises; to them belong the patr iarchs ,
and of their race, according to the
flesh, is the Christ. "

Since, as in the example of Corn­
elius, the Roman , " God shows no
partiality , but in every nation any
one who fears him and does what is
right is acceptable to him" (Acts
10 :34 -3 5), indi vidu al non-Jews
could worship God. God was seek­
ing that kind of worshipe r, as Jesus
went on to say. Jesus the Mes­
siah- the Christ-would save them.
But to fulfill God 's promises to
Abraham , Isaac, Jacob, David, etc .,
the Messiah and His salvation had
to come from the Jews of the offi­
cial messianic line: " For I tell you
that Christ became a servant to the
circumcised to show God 's truthfu l­
ness, in order to confirm the prom­
ises given to the patriarchs, and in
order that the Gentiles might glor ify
God for his mercy " (Rom. 15:8-9).

Now-in our age-where or by
what race of people God is wor­
shiped is immaterial. Christ stated
in the same conte xt that " the hour
is coming, and now is, when the
true worshipers will worship the
Father in spirit and truth " (John
4:23).

I

m.-..' " The apostle Paul wrote in Ro­
Kt mans 5:12 that 'sin came into
the world through one man [Adam]
and death through sin , and so death
spread to all men because all men
sinned .' Is it true then that we are all
born sinners? If so, and since Jesus
died to save us from our sins, does
this mean our children born after our
conversion are free from the impact
of sin?"

Naushad S.,
Berbice , Guyana

~ Notice that in Romans 5:12
~_ --' there are two dist inct points
made: 1) To Adam belonged the
first sin and the first death; and 2)
death spread to all because all
others have sinned too-not just
because Adam sinned. This prin­
ciple is expounded in considerable
detail in the 18th chapte r of Ezekiel;
everyone is guilty in God 's sight for
only his or her own sin.

If Adam had sinned but his chi l­
dren had not , they would not have

come under the penalty of eternal
death . If we today had riot sinned,
we would not be guilty. But the
Bible states unequivoc ally that " all
have sinned and fall short of the
glory of God" (Rom. 3:23). " Origi­
nal sin" is not inherited- sin cannot
be passed from parent to c hild.
Likew ise the children of converted
parents cannot inherit their parents'
" state of grace." When they sin, it
is due to their own human tendency
to go astray (influenced by their en­
viron ment), not because they were
" born sinners." Whether they were
born before or after their parents'
conversion has nothing to do with
their decisions to sin or obey, or
with their own need for personal
salvation.

T " You seem to keep hinting in
__ _" your publicat ions that the

'bo rn-again' people haven 't really
been born aga in-yet. Just what do
you mean ?"

L.R. ,
Edmonton , Alberta , Canada

~ The actual biblical meaning of
being " born again" (Greek,

" born from above" ) or " born of
God " (see John 3:3-8) is quite
unique. So far, that kind of birth has
occurred only to one individual,
Jesus Christ , who is descr ibed
since His resurrection as " the first- I

born from the dead" (Col. 1:18;
Rev. 1:5). Paul wrote that Christ
was " designated Son of God in
power [He had again become fully
God] . . . by his resurrect ion from
the dead" (Rom. 1:4).

Perhaps one of the best pas­
sages for explaining the meaning of
being born again is Luke 20:35-36:
" Those who are accounted worthy
to attain to that age [the time of the
Kingdom .of God] and to the resur­
rect ion from the dead . . . cannot die
any more, because they are equal to
angels and are sons of God, being
sons of the resurrect ion. " When they
too have been resurrected to eterna l
life in the family of God , they will then
have been born again. Write for the
free booklet Just What Do You
Mean-Born Again? for a further
explanation of th is impo rtant
quest ion. 0
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u.s. STATIONS

Eastern Time

ALBANY - Channel 10, WTEN-TV, 8:00 a.m.
Sun.

ATLANTA - Channel 17, WTCG-TV, 7:30 a.m.
Sun .

BALTIMORE - Channel 45, WBFF-TV, 12:00
noon Sun .

CHARLESTON - Channel 2, WCBD-TV, 12:30
p.m. Sun .

CHARLOTTE - Chan nel 36 WRET-TV, 10:00
a.m. Sun .

CHEBOYGAN - Channel 4, WTOM-TV , 9:30
a.m. Sun.

CINCINNATI - ChannelS, WLWT-TV, 11:30
a.m. Sun.

CLEVELAND /LORRAINE - Channel 43 ,
WUAB -TV, 10:30 a.m. Sun.

COLUMBIA - Channel 19, WNOK-TV, 8:30
a.m. Sun.

COLUMBUS - Channel 38, WYEA-TV, 10:30
a.m. Sun .

DAYTON - Channel 7, WHIO-TV, 10:30 a.m.
Sun .

ELMIRA - Channel 36, WEN Y-TV, 10:30 a.m.
Sun .

ERIE - Channel 35, WSEE-TV, 9:30 a.m. Sun .

FLINT - Channel 12, WJRT-TV, 8:00 a.m. Sun .

GREENVILLE, N.C. - Channel 9, WNCT-TV,
11:30 a.m. Sun .

GREENVILLE, S.C. - Channel 4, WFBC-TV,
9:30 a.m. Sun .

HARRISBURG - Channel 21, WHP-TV, 11:00
a.m. Sun.

HUNTINGTON, W.V. - Channel 13, WOWK­
TV, 10:30 a.m. Sun .

INDIANAPOLIS - Channel 4, WTTV- TV, 10:30
a.m. Sat.

JOHNSON CITY - Channel " , WJHL-TV ,
10:30 a.m. Sun.

LOUISVILLE - Channel t t , WHAS-TV, 8:30
a.m. Sun .

NEW YORK - Channel 9, WOR-TV, check local
listing

PHILADELPHIA - Channel 17, WP HL-TV,
11:00 p.m. Sun.

PORTLAND - Channel 8, WMTW-TV, 11:30
a.m. Sun.

PORTSMOUTH - Channel 10, WAVY -TV ,
11:00 a.m. Sun .
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PRESQUE ISLE - Channel 8, WAGM-TV, 12:00
no on Sun.

PROVIDENCE - Channel 12, WPRI-TV, 12:00
noon Sat.

SALISBURY - Channel 16, WBOC-TV , 11:00
a.m. Sun.

· SOMERSET - Channel 8, COMEX-TV, 9:30
a.m . Sun.

SOUTH BEND - Channel 22, WSBT-TV, 11:00
a.m. Sun.

TAMPA - Channel 10, WLCY-TV, 10:30 a.m.
Sun .

TRAVERSE CITY - Channel 7, WPBN-TV, 9:30
a.m. Sun.

· WILMINGTON - Channel 6, WECT-TV, 12:00
a.m. Sun.

Central Time

ABILENE - Channel 12, KTXS-TV, 5:30 p.m.
Sun.

' AMARILLO - Channel 10, KFDA-TV, 10:00
a.m. Sun.

BATON ROUGE - Channel 33, WRBT-TV,
10:00 a.m. Sun.

BEAUMONT - Channel 12, KBMT-TV , 12:00
noon Sun .

BIRM INGHAM - Channel 6, WBRC-TV, 9:30
a.m. Sun.

BISMARCK - ChannelS, KFYR-TV , 12:00
noon Sat.

CHICAGO - Channel 44, WSNS-TV, 9:30 p.m .
Sun .

COLUMBIA - Channel 17, KCBJ-TV , 9:30 a.m.
Sun .

COLUMBUS - Channel 4, WCBI-TV, 12:00
noon Sun .

CORPUS CHRISTI - Channel 3, Kill-TV, 10:00
a.m . Sun .

EL DORADO - Channel 10, KTVE-TV, 9:30
a.m . Sun .

FT. WORTH - Channel 11, KTVT-TV, 1:30 p.m .
Sun.

GREEN BAY - Channel 2, WBAY-TV, 9:00 a.m.
Sun .

GREENWOOD - Channel 6, WABG-TV, 12:30
p.m . Sun.

HOUSTON - Channel 39, KHTV-TV, 9:30 a.m.
Sat.

HUNTSVILLE - Channel 48, WYUR-TV , 5:30
p.m. Sun.

KANSAS CITY - Channel 4, WDAF-TV, 12:30
p.m. Sun.

LUBBOCK - Channel " , KCBD-TV , 1:00 p.m.
Sat.

MERIDIAN - Channel t t , WTOK -TV, 10:00
a.m. Sun .

MINNEAPOLIS - Channel 4, WCCO-TV, 9:30
a.m. Sun .

MINOT - Channel 10, KMOT-TV, 12:00 noon
Sat.

NEW ORLEANS - Channel 4, WWL-TV, 11:00
a.rn. Sun.

OMAHA - Channel 6, WOWT-TV, 1:30 p.m.
Sat.

PEORIA - Channel 19, WRAU-TV, 10:30 a.m .
Sun .

RAPID CITY - Channel 7, KEVN-TV, 10 a.m.
Sun.

SELMA - Channel 8, WSLA -TV, 10:00 a.m.
Sun .

SHREVEPORT - Channel 6, KTAL-TV, 10:00
a.m. Sun .

SIOUX CITY - Channel 14, KMEG-TV, 10:00
a.m. Sun .

SPRINGFIELD, IL. - Channel 20, WICS-TV,
12:30 p.m. Sun .

TOPEKA - Channel 27, KTSB-TV , 12:00 noon
Sat.

WICHITA - Channel 3, KARD-TV , 4:30 p.m.
Sun .

· WICHITA FALLS - Channel 6, KAUZ-TV,
11:00 a.m. Sun .

WILLISTON - Channel 8, KUMV-TV , 12 noon
Sat.

Mountain Time

BOISE - Channel 6, KIVI-TV, 11:00 a.m. Sun .

CLOVIS - Channel 12, KFDW-TV, 9:00 a.m.
Sun .

FARMINGTON - Channel 12, KIVA-TV, 10:30
a.m . Sun.

POCATELLO - Channel 6, KPVI-TV, 11:00
a.m. Sun.

ROSWELL - Channel 10, KBIM-TV, 10:00 a.m.
Su n.

SALT LAKE CITY - ChannelS, KSL- TV, 12:30
p.m. Sat.

TUCSON - Channel 9, KGUN-TV, 1:00 p.m.
Sun .

Pacific Time

ANCHORAGE - Channel 13, KIMO-TV, 11:30
a.m. Sun.

FAIRBANKS - Channel 1" KTVF-TV , 11:00
a.m . Sun .

' HAYWARD - Channel 16, ASAD-TV, 5:30
p.m . Sat. & Sun .

LOS ANGELES - Channel 9, KHJ-TV, 9:30
p.m. Sun .

· OAKLAND - Channel M, ASAD-TV, 5:30 p.m.,
Sat. & Sun.

PORTLAND - Channel 12, KPTV-TV , 11:00
a.m. Sat.

SAN FRANCISCO (Oakland) - Channel 2,
KTVU-TV, 10:30 a.m. Sat.

· SAN FRANCISCO - Channel 21, ASAD-TV,
10:00 a.m. Sat . & Sun.

' SAN LEANDRO - Channel 16, ASAD-TV, 5:30
p.m., Sat. & Sun.

' SAN LORENZO - Channel 16, ASAD-TV, 5:30
p.rn., Sat. & Sun.

STOCKTON - Channel 13, KOVR-TV, 11:00 '
a.m. Sun .

· TACOMA - Channel 10, CTEN-TV, 11:00 a.m.
Sun ., 3:30 p.m. Mon. & 7:00 p.m. Sat.

CANADIAN STATIONS

Newfoundland Time

SAINT JOHN 'S - Channel '6 , CJON-TV, 1:00
p.m. Sun .

Atlantic Time
HALIFAX - ChannelS, CJCH-TV, 2:00 p.m.

Sun.

MONCTON, N.B. - Channel 2, CKCW-TV, 2:00
p.m. Sun .

SYDNEY - Channel 4, CJCB-TV, 2:00 p.m.
Sun.
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Eastern Time

BARRIE..,... Channel 3, CKVR-TV , 12:00 noon
Sun .

KINGSTON - Channel 11, CKWS-TV, 12:30
p.m. Sat.

MONTREAL - Channel 12, CFCF-TV, 5:30 p.m.
Sun.

NORTH BAY - Channel 4, CHNB-TV, 1 p.m.
Sun .

OTTAWA - Channel 6, CHRO-TV, 1:00 p.m.
Sun .

PETERBOROUGH - Channel 12, CHEX-TV,
12:30 p.m. Sat .

QUEBEC CITY - ChannelS, CKMI-TV, 12:00
noon Sun .

SAULT STE. MARIE - Channel 2, CJIC-TV ,
9:30 a.m. Sat.

SUDBURY - Channel 9, CKNC-TV , 1:00 p.m.
- Sun .

THUNDER BAY - Channel 4, CHFD-TV, 1:30
p.m. Sun.

TIMMINS - Channel 6, CFCL-TV, 1:00 p.m.
Sun .
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Central Time

BRANDON - ChannelS, CKX-TV, 12:30 p.m.
Sun.

REGINA - Channel 2, CKCK-TV , 12 noon Sun .

SASKATOON - Channel 8, CFQC-TV, 12 noon
Sun .

' SWIFT CURRENT - ChannelS, CJFB-TV,
9:00 a.m. Sun.

WINNIPEG - Channel 7, CKY-TV, 12 noon
Sun .

YORKTON - Channel 3, CKOS-TV , 12 noon
Sun .

YORKTON - Channel 8, CKSS-TV , 12 noon
Sun .

YORKTON - Channel 7, CFSS-TV, 12 noon
Sun .

YORKTON - Channel 6, CHSS-TV, 12 noon
Sun.

Mountain Time

CALGARY - Channel 4, CFCN-TV , 1:00 p.m.
Sun .

EDMONTON - Channel 3, CFRN-TV, 11:00
a.m. Sun.

LLOYD MINSTER - Channel 2, CKSA-TV , 9:30
a.m. Sun .

Pacific Time

DAWSON CREEK - ChannelS, CJDC-TV . 5:30
p.m. Sun.

VANCOUVER - Channel 8, CHAN-TV , 11:30
a.m. Sun.

VICTORIA - Channel 6, CHEK-TV, 11:30 a.m.
Sun .

WHITEHORSE - Channels 2, 4, 5, 7, 9, 11,
WHTV-TV, 7:00 p.m. Sun.

Please check your local listing for pos­
sible time or day changes.
* denotes new stations or changes.
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Sadars Bold Gamble Prophesied?

~
war Sadat is making history.
Could he also unknowingl y be
fulfilling Bible prophecy?

In his dramatic visit to Israel in mid­
November, which included face-t o­
face meetings with Israeli Prime Minis­
ter Begin and an address before the
Knesset ( Israeli Parliament), the Presi­
dent of Egypt launched a bold new bid
for peace in the Middle East.

It was a journe y Sadat knew he ab­
solutely had to undertake, regardless
of the odds. It is known that he was
convinced that another war was immi­
nent, with catastrophic results for his
coun try al mos t a c e rtai nty g iven
Israel's clear military super iority .

Intelligence reports at his disposal
showed that a " Round Five" of the
Middle East war would be diffe rent this
time; that another stalemate was out of
the quest ion; that unlike 1973, the gov­
ernment now in power in Israel would
likely pay no heed to American and
Russian calls for a cease-fire but would
order their generals to march straight
into Cairo itself.

Sadat also knew that a ful l-fledged
Geneva conference, getting Israel and
all the Arab states together to discuss
all of their differences, was doomed to
failure-with war as a consequence­
unless a dramatic breakthrough oc­
curred first.

Egypt, plagued with grave human,
social and economic woes, simply can­
not afford another war. So it was
clearly time for Sadat to try an entirely
new approach and to do the seemingly
impossible: go to Israel on a personal
mission to break the ice in the 29-year­
old conflict. So far it has worked.
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Sadat has not allowed the momen­
tum to subside. He has since convened
his own " pre-Geneva" meet ing in
Cairo, which has been bitterly con­
demned by the radical Arab states. Un­
daunted , Sadat is pushing forward­
even if that means a separate peace
agreement between only his country
and Israel, although this is off icially de­
nied .

Without a doubt , more is yet to oc­
cu r. The nation of Jordan is sitting on
the fence , probably wanting to join the
Egypt -Israel rapprochement, but afraid
to do so at the moment because of
reaction on the part of the radical Arab
states who ' are fuming at Sadat 's pol­
icy . Another key question is which way
oil-rich Saudi Arabia -the treasur y of
the Arab world -will go. The Saudis
have taken a cautious pub lic stance
toward Sadat 's peace offensive, but
have privatel y affirmed the ir support.

But let's look back at recent history
for a moment and then do some specu ­
lating.

Never in our wildest dreams- follow­
ing the Yom Kippur War of 1973, the
subsequent Arab oil embargo and the
skyrocketing price for Arab oil- cou ld
we have imagined a potential alliance
between Israel and Egypt , and possibly
other Arab states. Would it not be star­
tling if the Saudi Arabians , sitting as­
tr ide about 50 percent of th e ·oiI
reserves of the wor ld , th rew their
wei g ht a nd ene rg y to su ch a
multilateral arrangeme nt which would
comb ine the tech nical genius, creat iv­
ity, expert ise and technology of the
Israeli nation with the almost limitless
manpower reserves of Egypt?

Where do these dramat ic devel­
opments fit in the unfolding of Bible
prophecy? The eleventh chapter of
Daniel says the " king of the north" (a
United States of Europe fulfilling the
final end-time resurrection of the Ro­
man Empire) will go down into the
Middle East and " he shall enter also
into the glorious land, and many coun­
tries shall be overthrown" (verse 41)­
an obvious reference to the Holy Land,
meaning modern-day Israel, the region
of Palestine, and neighboring Arab
cou ntr ies , including Egypt (which
" shall not escape" -verse 42).

But why would a central European
power , perhaps threatened with a cut­
off of vital oil supplies, also overrun two
comparativel y "oil-less" states who
were also-until recent events-intract­
able enemies? This could much more
logically be expected to happen if
Israel , Egypt, Saudi Arabia and other of
the " many countries" were somehow
allied together . In the context of Sa­
dat 's move, bringing about if not an
immediate peace or treaty at least the
beginning of a rapprochement between
Israeli and Egypt ian leadership, it is
easier to see how such a prophecy
could be fulfilled .

The Middle East is the focal point of
Bible prophec y. Jerusalem is the place
from which the Bible looks outwa rd at
all the rest of the world- economically,
politica lly, militari ly, and prophet ically.
As never before , we are seeing elec­
tr ifying events leaping to life in the
headlines of world newspapers which
should help us understand some of the
most impor tant prophec ies in the
Bible! 0
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THE REAL JESUS
(Continuedfrom page 5)

any materia l crutch, upon any re­
mote temptation to depend upon a
false feeling of "self-reliance." In
this weakened state , after having
spent countless hours in deep and
soul-searching prayer, He would be
equipped to withstand the worst
temptations Satan the devil could
throw at Him.

Not by Bread Alone

The account in Matthew says,
"And when he had fasted forty days
and forty nights, he was afterward
an hungred." The word "hungred"
in context implies much more than
ju st "hungry," the way it may ap­
pear to us. It is very doubtful that
any living human being today could
have the willpower and self-control,
together with the physical stamina
and strength, to endure a full 40­
day and 40-night fast.

Jesus was nearl y at the point of
de ath : He had almost starved by the
time Satan the devil came to Him
and hurled every conceivable temp­
tation His ,way. After the initial
temptation of trying to get Jesus to
obe y his whims by converting stones
into bread, Jesus made one of His
mo st important pronouncem ents
(and a statement that is almost uni­
versally misunderstood by million s
of professing Christians today who
would rather live by some, and not
every word of God). Jesus said to
Satan, "It is written, Man shall not
live by bread alone, but by every
word that proceedeth out of the
mouth of God."

Ministering Angels

Th en Satan began to probe to find if
there was any ego there , any vanity,
selfishness, or desire for power or
self-importance. Finally Jesus gave
a command, and the devil wa s
forced to obey! "Then saith Jesus
unt o him, Get thee hence , Satan:
for it is written , Thou shalt worship
the Lord thy God , and him only
sha lt thou serve" (verse 10).

Now read the next verse! "T hen
the devil leaveth him, and, behold,
angels cam e and ministered unto
him ." What does "ministering"
mean? What would you do if a per-
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son who was very dearly beloved to
you were discovered in an ema­
ciated, starving state, in a condition
of almost complete physical and
mental exhaustion?

Remember, these "a ngels" did
not appear like little pink-cheeked
bare babies with bows and arrows,
but as mature, kindly, competent,
and swiftly efficient men!

From the times the One who be­
came Jesus Chri st of Nazareth-who
was the God of the Old Testament­
appeared to human beings Himself
(He wrestled in the dust of the earth
with Jacob, sat in the shade of Abra­
ham's tent on the plains of Marnre,
talked to Moses from a cloud on
Mount Sinai) and from the other
accounts in the Old Testament of
angelic appearances, you can learn
that angels always appeared to
human beings as men! The two men
who were the object s of the perverse
lusts of the citizens of Sodom, and
who had to drag Lot and his family
out of the city just prior to its de­
struction, were angels, manifesting
themselves as strong, human men. -

Jesus was no doubt slumped to
the ground or seated with His head
in His hands following this exhaust­
ing encounter when a strong arm
enc ircled His shoulder and a deep
resonant voice said, "Here, take a
sip of this."

When you "minister" to a person
in this state of exhaustion, you will
no doubt provide warmth in the
form of blankets and a place to lie
down , and give sparing amounts of
something appropriate like beef
broth or some other richly nutritious
and easily digestible food.

o When needed, angels, who were
always around Jesus in unseen spirit
form, would manifest them selves as
hum an beings, and give Jesus even
the necessary physical sustenance
and protection. He was constantly
attuned to that "o ther dimension"
of the heavenly presence of His
Father and the righte ous ang els.

So in the grea test spiritua l battle
ever fought , a battle that was abso­
lutel y necessary in the plan of God,
the captain of our salvation quali­
fied to take over rulership of this
earth from the devil himself.

(Another excerpt from The Real
J esus will be coming next
month.) D

OTHERCHEEK?
(Continued from page 15)

strikes you in the face" (verse 20,
RSV). The implication is ver y
plain-they ought not to have put
up with such people who took ad­
vantage of them. They had the right
to assert them selves. Instead, they
were passive and submissive, en­
couraging aggressive behavior on
the part of those false teachers.

Laying Down Your Life

So Christ's example is one of volun­
tary sacrifice. He said: "Greater love
has no man than this, that a man lay
down his life for his friends " (John
15:13, RSV). That's the essence of
Christianity. But is it love if a per­
son murders you and takes away
your life when you didn't want to
give it? A person shows true Chri s­
tian love when he doesn't have to do
it, but freely and willingly chooses to
share what he has with someone
who is in need. He gives "not grudg­
ingly, or of necessity," but because
he wants to.

And if someone wrongs him, he
takes an asserti ve stand. If that per­
son doesn't comply with his wishes,
he has nonetheless maintained his
dignity, and he can believe in faith
that in spite of the outcome, "all
things work together for good to
them that love God, to them who
are the called according to his pur­
pose" (Rom. 8:28).

Some people say that Christianity
contributes to neurosis-tha t it
causes people to "turn the other
cheek" in a nonassertive manner,
building up a reservoir of frustra ­
tion that ultimately leads to aggres­
sive behavior. But as we have seen,
this kind of "turning the other
cheek" is not true Christianity at
all-it's a false understanding of
what Jesus meant and what God
requires.

No, true Christianity calls for
freedom-for standing fast in that
liberty that Christ has given us. As
assertive Christians, we can by our
own voluntary choice give up our
rights, and lay down our posses­
sions, our time , or even our lives in
service to others. We have been
given freedom of choice and the
right to behave assertively. D
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WHY NOT?

W HY NOT
KEEP

A
RESOWTION?

Making resolutions-especially at this time of year-is
easy. It's keeping them that is the problem.

It doesn 't have to be New Year's Eve. Every day is a new
day. And make an easy one. Don 't be so hard on yourself
and set such standards you will never accomplish any­
thing . Don't try to change yourself overnight. Think small­
but above all ACT! One small change could change your
whole life!

How about: " I resolve to read the Bible a little bit every
day." Begin with Genesis, that's the first page, and it even
means "beginning. "

How about: "I resolve not to watch television more than
three hours a day. " That ought to be easier than you
think-and think of the time it will free up for doing some­
thing you 've wanted to for so long. At least resolve not to
believe 90 plus percent of what you see on the thing .

How about: " I resolve to eat natural foods and get off
the junk food kick! " It's cheaper , tastes better, makes you
healthier and cuts down on doctor bills.

How about: " I resolve to tell my wife (husband) I love her
(him) at least once a month-and give the kids a hug (while
they 're not watching TV)! "

We've got some little booklets that would help on these
and many other resolutions . The titles : Read the Book,
Managing Your Personal Finances, Your Marriage Can Be
Happy, and Principles of Healthful Living. Resolve to write
for one or all; they 're free. Why not?

Is God Fair?
(Co ntinuedfrom page 3)

every hand the final fruit age of
men 's ways. Writt en in unerasable
blood, in hum an misery , anguish
and despair is the six-thousand-year
record of experience!

Even now men will not heed this
horrible lesson-not un til they are
forced to see it!

But, as Satan 's sixth "working day"
closes, God is abou t to step in and
superna tura lly interfere!

Th e com ing seventh millennium­
typified by the Feas t of Tab ern acles­
sha ll see Satan restrained. Christ will
return to rule the earth with all the
power ofGod. God's new order for the
next thousand yea rs will restore
peace, happiness, and joy.

Then men may look back over
this present world , and compare!
Never will God force a single
hum an being, agai nst his own will,
into salvation and eterna l life.

But, with the seven -thousand­
yea r record of experience set plainly
before seeing eyes, do you think
anyo ne will want to return to these
ways we seem now to love? No t
man y, you may be sure of that! Yet
some, even then, will rebel.

Fina lly the world sha ll acknowl­
edge, of its own free volition, tha t
God 's ways are right. Chr ist, says
the scripture, "learned obedience by
the things which he suffered" (Heb.
5:8-9.) Even He who never did
wrong! "And being made perfect"­
through experience- "he became
the author of eterna l salvation unto
all them that obey him."

Some day we shall look upon
God 's plan with breath taking admi­
rat ion and awe! The suffering of th is
present time shall have fad ed com­
pletely from mind . Th e lessons of
experience we shall ha ve with us for
eternity! Finally hum anity sha ll ac­
cept God's ways of life, knowing
that they are right ways. Th e happi­
ness and joy we shall then experi­
ence cannot be conceived by our
minds today! Through all etern ity
we sha ll worship and praise the
Eternal God for His wisdom, His
mercy, His love!

Do you think anyone, then, will
look back and sa y, "God isn 't
fair"? 0
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Personal from...
(Continued from page J)

who reject His gift of eternal life,
the final second death in the lake of
fire.

But, in the case of the human
ovum, once fertilized as a begotten
human, the egg-now called an em­
bryo -is kept within the body of the
mother, and is nourished and fed
material food through her and pro­
tected by her. And there it must
grow, being fed physically through
the mother, large enough to be
born. After a number of weeks, the
embryo is called a fetus, and at birth
it is a human baby.

In like manner, the Bible calls the
Church the "mother of us all." That
is, the mother of Christians-those
begotten of God. It is the function
of the Church to protect and feed,
spiritually, on the spiritual food of
God's Word, those begotten chil­
dren of God, so that we may grow
spiritually, in the divine character,
ready to be born.

Surely this is a wonderful com­
parison. Yet types and anti types are
not always alike in every detail.

When a physical baby is born, it
is not ready for marriage. When the
spiritual child of God is born he will
be fully mature for the spiritual
marriage. How can this be? This is
what one thinking man could not
see.

The unborn human fetus is only
growing physically. At birth the
human baby knows nothing. He is
helpless. He must be taught. He
must learn. He is born merely with a
mind capable of learning, knowing,
thinking. He is not yet of mature
size physically or mentally. Many
do marry who are still entirely im­
mature spiritually and/or emotion­
ally. But we do assume that one has
reasonable maturity physically and
mentally before marriage. In the
human, this development takes
place in the human state after the
human birth.

Therefore, the human baby is not
ready for marriage at birth.

But the spirit-born are different!
Just as the fertilized ovum-the

embryo which becomes the fetus­
must grow physically from material
food, so the Spirit-begotten child of
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God must grow spiritually before he
can be born. But there is a differ­
ence!

The fetus does not attain to com­
plete physical maturity before birth,
and has no mental maturity. But, in
the spiritual rebirth, one must attain
reasonable spiritual maturity before
he is spirit-born.

Now what is spiritual growth?
Just as the physical embryo-fetus
must grow physically large enough
to be born, so the Spirit-begotten
Christian must grow spiritually or
he will never be born of God. But
spiritual growth is CHARACTER DE­

VELOPMENT.

The Spirit-begotten starts out
with a MIND from the beginning.
God is perfect character-divine,
spiritual character. God is also love.
And perfect spiritual character is
the way of love! Such character is
the attainment of the ability, in a
separate independent entity of free
moral agency, to be able to discern
right from wrong-the true values
from the false-truth from error-the
right way from the wrong, and then
to make the right choice or decision,
even against self-desire, impulse or
temptation; plus the will and self­
discipline to resist the wrong and to
do the right.

No human, with human nature,
has the power-alone by himself-to
do this . But God has made available
the spiritual power and help man
lacks. Man must desire to know­
must hunger and thirst for truth;
man must make his own decision,
exercise his own will, even against
the pulls of his nature. But without
the help of God-without spiritual
power from God-man is utterly un­
able.

That is why truly converted
Christians sometimes actually do
sin. They are like the apostle Paul,
as he describes himself in Romans
7. With his mind he wanted to go
the way of God's law, yet he found
himself unable. Another law warred
within him against the good resolu­
tions of his mind. But the sequel to
Romans 7 is Romans 8-the Holy
Spirit chapter. Who, Paul cried out,
could save him from this body of
death he struggled against in vain?
The answer is, God, through His
Holy Spirit.

A true Christian doesn't want to

sin-should not. But sometimes he
finds himself caught in the vise of
habit, or overwhelmed by tempta­
tion or by circumstances from which
he is unable to free himself. Surely,
had such a one been continually
praying, keeping himself close to
God, and detached from the world
or its lures or the temptations of the
flesh, he probably would have had
sufficient divine help to have pre­
vented the sinning. But only Jesus
Christ ever .did keep that close to
God!

God looks on the heart. In such a
case, the Christian does not sin
maliciously, with malice afore­
thought. He is merely caught in the
vortex of a temptation which sucks
him helplessly down into the sin.
Then he is terribly sorry . He is dis­
gusted with himself. He repents. He
goes to work to overcome. He may
not succeed , due to human weak­
ness, at once. But he remains deter­
mined and finally does, with God's
help, overcome completely, Many a
true Christian has had such a
struggle over a particular human
weakness and temptation, and after
even several setbacks, finally,
through God's power, won the vic­
tory and fought his way free.

God looks on the heart. God for­
gives in such cases. The living
Christ, our High Priest, has com­
passion, is filled with mercy-as long
as the attitude is right, the desire of
the inner man is to conquer the
flesh and overcome the temptation
and be free from it entirely. In the
end, it is God who gives the victory.
But, in such a struggle, the Christian
develops character.

Now character, I have said many
times, is something God does not
create automatically. It is developed
through experience. The devel­
opment of that character is the very
purpose of our being alive. Also the
development of that character, un­
like the purely physical growth of
the unborn baby, actually is grow­
ing toward spiritual maturity, right
now in the begettal stage prior to
spirit birth-in this present mortal
human life.

Notice how the "mother of us
all," the Church, is to protect and
feed those in it, until they reach
spiritual maturity. In I Corinthians
12 you'll read how God gives spiri-
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tual gifts for various administra ­
tions , or functio ns of service. In
Ephesians 4: 11-14, Christ has given
special spiritual ab ilities or tal ents
to certain ones in a chain of aut ho r­
ity under Him in the Church-and
notice for what purpose :

"And his [Christ's] gifts were that
some should be apostles, some
prophets, some evangelists, some
pastors and teachers, for the equip­
ment of the saints, for the work of
ministry, for building up the body
of Christ [the Church], UNTIL we all
attain to the unity of the faith and
of the knowledge of the Son of God,
to mature manhood, to the measure
of the stature of the fulness of
Christ" (RSV).

In other words, to full spiritual
maturity!

Now why should we count the
troubles and problems and tempta­
tions that beset us as all joy?

Simply because we cannot hurdle
these obstacles successfully in our
own power. They drive us to seek
help from God. To go to God for
the wisdom to know what to do, and
the power to be able to do it, re­
quires faith . This is a living faith. It
is alive. It is active .

When we meet such . trial s, we
often do not know what to do . We
lack the wisdom to make the right
decision. So open your Bible to the
first chapter of James. Notice verse
5.

If you lack wisdom, in such trials,
go to God for it! But ask in faith ­
no wavering-no doubting. Be sure
God will not fail, but will give you
this wisdom. Depend upon Him for
it. If you waver, you are like a wave
in the ocean-tossed back and
forth-going nowhere! So, instead of
wavering, be steadfast. And if you
don 't get the answer immedia tely
from God , have patience. Don 't
give up . Trust Him .

Now notice verses 2-3: "Count it
all joy, my brethren, when you meet
various trial s, for you know that the
testing of your faith produces stead­
fastness" (Revised Standard Ver­
sion) . These trials force you to your
knee s. You must have faith to meet
them. They test your faith. They de­
velop spiritual character!

In the King James Version , it says
the trying of your faith produces pa­
tience. It produces that kind of pa-
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tience that is steadfas tness. Th at is
character!

Sure, it may be unpleasant for a
while. But, Paul assures us that if we
suffer with Christ, we shall reign
with Him- and the glory to be re­
vealed in us is so incomparably
greater than any thing we now are,
that this promised future for eter­
nity is something to rejoice over!

Yes, count it all joy! Even if un­
pleasant. It is maturing you, now,
for the marriage to Christ. The
Ch urch of God shall be born into
the Kingdom of God! The Kingdom
of God will not be composed of
spirit ual know-nothings and infants.

When we are born again-born of
God-resurrected in sp irit bodies,
those bodies will not be small, like a
huma n physical infant which must
grow to full physical size. We shall
look as we do now, so far as form
and shape and features are con ­
cerned. But the resurrected body
will be a different body-composed
of spirit instead of flesh and blood (I
Cor. 15:35-44).

The original twelve apostles were
Christ's witnes ses. That is, they were
actual eyewitnesses that Jesus rose
from the dead-that the living resur­
rected Christ was the same Jesus
who had been crucified. They were
with Him forty days after His resur­
rection. But nobody will be foolish
enough to suggest that when Christ
was born very Son of God by the
resurrection (Romans I:4) that He
was resurrected in a tiny infant's body
composed of spirit. He was resur­
rected full grown , as He had been
when crucified. How did the apostles
know He was the same Jesus? Because
they knew what Jesu s had looked
like-and in His born-again, resur­
rected body He looked the same,
except He now was composed ofspirit
instead of matter!

The resurrected Christ was per­
fect-He was very God! But He did
not grow up into perfection after He
was resurrected . It was during His
human lifetime, sett ing us the ex­
ample, that He was made perfect, as
you read in Hebrews 2: 10 and 5:8-9.

Thus it is plain that we must de­
velop spiritual character, growing to
spiritual adulthood, during this
life-not after our resurrection in
glory! This is the spiritual growth, of
whic h the physical growth of the un -

born child, from tiny embryo to a
size and weigh t of some six to eight
pounds at birth, is a type . The phys­
ical growth of the unborn human is
a growth of physical size and
weight. The spiritual growth of the
begotten but yet unborn spiritual
child of God is a grow th in spiritual
character, not of physical volume,
size or weight. The human baby
merely grows large enough to be
born prior to birth -not to physical
or mental ma turity. But he doe s
grow. And this physical growth is
the type of the spiri tual growth by
feeding on the Word of God, and
prayer, and Christian fellowship ,
and participation in the Work of
God in the life of the begotten child
of God.

The difference is merely the dif­
ference be tween matter and spirit.
One is a material growth. Material
growth is measured by volume, size,
weight. The other is spiritual
growth, mea sured by character de ­
velopment.

Jesus was born very Son of God
by His resurrection (Romans 1:4).
He was born fully mature. He was
born in a spirit body, which was
manifested to His apostles in the
same apparent size and sha pe as
when He died. When He appears on
earth the second time, in His spirit
glorified body, we shall be resur­
rected, or instantaneously changed ,
to a bod y that will be like Him (I
John 3:2) -full grown -adult! 0

No, you haven't
been born again-

-and this free booklet tells you
why. To receive your copy of
" Just What Do You Mean . . .
Born Again?" write to the ad­
dress of our office nearest you
(see inside front cover) .
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Beginning with Begin

In your remarkably fair analysis of
Menachem Begin ("Beginning with Be­
gin, " by Dr. Charles V. Dorothy, in the
August-September Plain Truth), I found
three areas that require amplification,
else the y provide your readers with the
false impression that Begin and the Ir­
gun were vicious and capricious in their
actions. First , the two British sold iers
were not tortured, as Dr. Dorothy
wrote; the y were hung. The British , in
an attempt to de stroy the Jewi sh under­
ground, instituted a policy of manda­
tory execution for any captured
underground Jewish soldiers, irrespec­
tive of what they did and without a trial.
The Irgun wanted its captured men to
be treated as prisoners of war according
to the Geneva Convention. The British
refused and hung seven Irgunists.

The Irgun then threatened to hang
British soldiers in reprisal to prevent the
further unnecessary killing of Jews.
When the British captured two more
Irgun members, the Irgun captured two
British sergeants and offered to ex­
change the sergeants for the under­
ground fighters. The British refused and
hung the two Jews . The Irgun then hung
the two British soldiers. After that, the
British never again hung another Jewish
underground fighter.

Second, the Irgun blew up the south­
ern wing of the King David Hotel be­
cause this was where the British
headquarters was located. The fact that
innocent people died is -sad ; but one
must blame the British for ignoring the
25-minute warning (a warning which
they never gave the Jews) and for not
evacuating the building. .

Third, contrary to what Dr . Dorothy
reported, the villagers of Deir Yassin
were forewarned by a sound truck, be­
cause numerous villagers fled. Because
of this forewarning the Arab fighters
knew what to expect, and as a result the
Irgun suffered a 40 percent casualty
rate. There was not a single proven case
of rape; there was no killing after the

fighting ended; and there were no muti­
lations of dead bodies. Each of these
allegations is an unsubstantiated Arab
accusation used for propaganda pur­
poses. That civilians died is sad. But it
never would have happened if the
Arabs had not engaged in open warfare
against the Jews after the U.N. partition
resolution.

Sheldon F . Gottlieb,
Fort Wayne,

Indiana

Sex Education

As acting director of the Jefferson
County Right to Life, I take exception
to several statements in your August­
September issue. In the interview with
Elizabeth Calleton of Pasadena
Planned Parenthood, she stated that
Right to Life groups are opposed to
abortion, opposed to birth control and
opposed to sex education.

Yes, we are opposed to abortion.
However, the policy of National Right
to Life and all other Right to Life
groups regarding birth control has al­
ways been that this is private morality,
and we take no stand either for or
against contraception. We are opposed
to Planned Parenthood putting young
children on " the pill" without parental
knowledge because we feel that this in­
fringes on the parents' rights to know
how their children are being dealt with.
In no way can this be interpreted as
"o pposing contraception." Regarding
sex education, I am aware of some
mernbers ' who have investigated the
problem in their own schools and found

that the books being used were actually
books promoting humanism, hom osex­
uality and abortion.

Perhaps you should ask Ms. Calleton
why the VD rate and the illegitimate
pregnancy rate increases so rapidly
when Planned Parenthood becomes
firmly entrenched in any area. Perhaps
it has something to do with their movie
About Sex which is shown at their teen
clinics nationwide. This film was la­
beled pornographic by the Arizona Leg­
islature.

Patricia H. Reff,
Acting Director,

Jefferson County Right to Life ,
Watertown, New York

The Canal Controversy

I have just been rereading "Canal Zone
Handover?" and feel more than ever
incensed at the irresponsible attitude of
the U.S; government in the surrender of
the Canal Zone. What possible reason­
ing is there for giving away a com­
mercial enterprise which benefits so
many just to satisfy the ambition of one
dictator who admits he doesn't know
how he can restrain left-wing students
who supposedly are under his control?
Could these same uncontrolled left­
wingers decide to sell the canal to the
highest bidder? The U.S. did not take
the land - we bought it both from Pa n­
ama and various individuals. Please
send a copy of the Ju ly 1977 Plain Truth
to President Carter and mark it for his
special attention.

Maria Sawyer,
Port Medway, Nova Scotia
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• Jesus was an only child
• He was born on Christmas eve
• He was a poor vagabond
• He had long hair
• He came to save the whole world

at that time
• He died of a broken heart
• He was crucified on Good

Friday and resurrected on Easter
Sunday morning

all of the above statements are false.
AShocking? Surprising? Goes against
everything you've always been taught
about Christ? Well, it's
true-most of what pro­
fessing Christianity be­
lieves about Jesus
Christ of Nazareth just
isn't in your Bible!
But at lastsomeone has
dared to ignore tradi-

tion and myth-to uncover the facts and
present them to the world just the way
they are in the gospel accounts in your

NewTestament. If you'd
like to know the truth
about your Savior-the
way He really was­
read The Real Jesus
by Garner Ted Arm­
strong. It's at a leading
bookstore near you .

Copies are not available through The Plain Truth; Instead contact your local bookstore.




