


plant from which it was taken to

be divine. An early twentieth-
century German user exclaimed:
“God is a substance!” And a con-
temporary American user said of its
effect: “You feel like Adam, and
God is blowing life into your nos-
trils.”

The divine drug so ardently re-
vered is cocaine, one of nature’s
most powerful stimulants. Used and
venerated by the Andean Indians
for 3,000 years, cocaine has ac-
quired hundreds of thousands of
modern devotees in North America
and Europe in the last few years. It
has fostered a billion-dollar industry
in the black market of illicit drugs.

Status Drug

Cocaine is often called the “mari-
juana of the rich” or the “cham-
pagne of drugs.” This is because the
well-to-do are often the only ones
who can afford to buy it illegally at
the champagne prices of $1,000 to

The ancient Incas considered the
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$2,000 an ounce. (Hospitals and
pharmacies can buy the drug legally
as an anesthetic for $31.50 an
ounce—which gives an idea of the
possible profits on the black mar-
ket.) To be able to distribute the
drug gratis among friends at social
occasions is thought to be a sure
sign of success; the chic way to
flaunt one’s affluence is to proffer
the coke for inhaling (a “snort™)
through a tightly rolled $100 bill.
The drug so desired among
today’s decadent rich is derived
from the leaves of the coca bush,
grown principally in the uplands of
Bolivia and Peru. For centuries the
Indians of the Andean regions in
South America have chewed the
leaf for the stimulant and appetite-
depressant effects that facilitate
heavy labor and long treks. Some
writers compare the consumption of
cocaine in this form to the Western
habit of drinking coffee (which con-
tains the stimulant drug caffeine) to
stay alert. The amount of drug

found in both products is small (1.6
to 2.5 percent caffeine in Latin
American coffee; .65 to 1.25 percent
cocaine in coca). Because of such
low levels of concentration, chewing
the coca leaf is not considered a
“dangerous drug abuse” by many
drug experts, although both the Bo-
livian and Peruvian governments
have tried to cut consumption in
their countries—with little success.

Freud and the Cocaine Papers

Cocaine became a problem drug af-
ter it was isolated and concentrated
from the leaf, a feat accomplished in
1865 by the German physician Al-
bert Niemann. In 1884 Sigmund
Freud read about the use of cocaine
to increase the stamina of some Ba-
varian soldiers during training ma-
neuvers. He promptly procured a
supply of the drug for experiments
on patients and himself. There fol-
lowed a flurry of papers on his use
of cocaine to treat morphine depen-
dence, depression and fatigue.
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Freud termed these reports a “Song
of Praise”—so high was his initial
opinion of the drug.

But his rapturous relationship
with the drug soon soured. True,
cocaine didn’t build significant tol-
erance. (That is, it didn’t require es-
calating doses with regular usage to
achieve the same high as did mor-
phine.) And it didn’t lead to ex-
cruciating withdrawal symptoms (as
did morphine). But Freud, and
other contemporaries working with
the drug, observed that a strong psy-
chic dependence often developed in
many users. The drug’s high only
lasted 15 to 20 minutes, after which
the user sank back into a depressed
state—a state which now seemed
worse when contrasted to the fleet-
ing drug-induced high. This strongly
motivated him to repeat the dose
frequently to restore the euphoria.
Repeated doses eventually led to
toxic psychosis—hallucinations,
paranoia, etc. Prolonged snorting
also resulted in deterioration of the
mucous membranes and septum.

Freud published his last defense
of the drug in July 1887 and shortly
thereafter discontinued use of the
drug personally and professionally.
Though he never developed a de-
pendence for cocaine, it is said he
had to undergo three operations to
repair the damage to his nose.

“The Real Thing”

The research into cocaine by Freud
and others contributed to a small
boom in the pseudo-medical and
nonmedicinal use of the drug at the
close of the nineteenth century.
Makers of patent medicines quickly
jumped on the bandwagon and con-
cocted scores of potions containing
the drug. Cocaine was the “real
thing” in Coca-Cola until 1903. A
wine containing coca extract, called
“Vin Mariana,” was heartily drunk
and endorsed by such notables as
Pope Leo XIII, President William
McKinley, Anatole France and
Thomas Edison. “On a per capita
basis, cocaine used in America in
the mid-1890s was considerably
greater than it is today because
it was found in the cola drink, was
the first remedy for hay fever
and seemed like one of the
miracle drugs,” says Dr. David
F. Musto, associate professor of
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psychiatry and history at Yale.

But cocaine was rapidly acquiring
a bad name, and in 1922 the U.S.
Congress prohibited most impor-
tation of coca leaves and cocaine,
thus driving it underground. The act
also destroyed legitimate medical
research on the drug. Consequently,
a deficiency of knowledge about the
drug exists to this day. “The medical
and scientific community have ap-
pallingly little information [today]
about the effects of cocaine,” lament
Lester Grinspoon and James B.
Bakalar, coauthors of a new book
on the drug, Cocaine: A Drug and
Its Social Evolution. “The clinical
literature is sparse, and mostly more
than 50 years old.”

Though cocaine was rediscovered
during the hippie rebellion of the
60s, it has been only in the past
couple of years that a really heavy
trade in the drug has developed.
Federal agents seized only 16.4
pounds in 1964. That grew to 96.8 in
1968, 407 in 1971 and 1,232 in 1975.
But they have been intercepting
only a minute fraction of the illegal
drug coming into the United States.

Comparing Cancer to Pneumonia

True to form for today’s decadent
culture, what started out as a drug-
induced thrill has become, in some
circles, a crusade for personal free-
dom. The inevitable call has gone
out to decriminalize cocaine. Propo-
nents argue that “it’s safer than al-
cohol and heroin™; “cocaine is as
harmless as coffee”; “we allow and
promote the use of other psy-
choactive agents (such as caffeine,
tobacco, alcohol, tranquilizers, etc.),
so why not coke?”” And so forth.

Many of the slogans and argu-
ments made on cocaine’s behalf are
misleading and irresponsible. To
compare the relative merits or
demerits of various psychoactive
drugs is to obscure the central fact
that no drug is perfectly safe. All
drugs have undesirable side effects.

It’s true that cocaine doesn’t have
some of the dramatic side effects of
such drugs as, say, heroin or am-
phetamines. But cocaine presents
hazards to mind and body in its own
right. To compare it with heroin is,
in the words of one drug enforce-
ment official, “like comparing can-
cer to pneumonia.”

To further exacerbate the debate,
opponents of cocaine are often
blinded by certain misconceptions—
or just plain ignorance—and issue-
misleading and irresponsible state-
ments of their own. They seem to
forget that each culture sanctions
the use of certain psychoactive
drugs. Those who decry the corro-
sion of the national fiber through
psychoactive drugs often use sev-
eral—usually alcohol, tobacco and
coffee—themselves!

The current rage for cocaine must
be placed in the context of the drug
revolution of the past decade. And
that revolution in turn must be
placed in the context of the recrea-
tional use of psychoactive drugs by
almost every culture down through
history. The issues are complex and
there are no easy answers for coun-
tries that are wrestling with the
problem of which mind-altering
drugs should be sanctioned and
which should be taboo. For an over-
all look at today’s drug problem,
write for your free copy of our book-
let The Dilemma of Drugs. O

DRUGS:

From booze to hash, from
caffeine to heroin, mind-al-
tering drugs have become a
way of life. Nearly everyone
needs a ''fix"'—for pleasure,
for escape, or just to keep
going. If you'd like to know
more about drug use, its
benefits and dangers, write
for The Dilemma of Drugs.
It's free—just return the cou-
pon on the back cover.
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Dr. Frieder Sauer — Bavaria-Verlag

UNDERWATER AIR BUBBLES THAT DON'T BURST: Argy-
roneta aquatica shows how it's possible for a lowly spider to
spend practically its entire existence submerged in shallow
ponds and sfreams. In the photo at right, Argyroneta is com-
fortably ensconced inside its airy domicile with its abdomen
(center of its breathing apparatus) surrounded by air. In the
photo above, Argyroneta is shown perched next to his under-
water lair, clutching his portable air supply or “aqualung”
along with recently captured prey. Note how the larger air
bubble is anchored with a network of silken strands. Spiders
eat, breed, and raise young inside their bubbles.




Jane Burton — Bruce Coleman, Inc.

by George Ritter

breathing equipment securely attached, inched along. A suspi-

cious movement in the water ahead suddenly arrested his
attention. Quickly he lunged toward the spot of the disturbance and
came away with his prey—an inch-long guppy. more than enough
for a sumptuous meal back at his submerged diving bell.

Lloyd Bridges or Jacques Cousteau he’s not. But he’s been at it a
lot longer than any of his human counterparts. He’s Argyroneta
aquatica, an air-breathing spider who spends most of his life sub-
merged in shallow ponds and streams in Europe and Asia. From the
day he leaves the egg, Argyroneta is off and swimming with a tiny
air bubble attached to his abdomen. When his air supply is de-
pleted, he will rise to the surface, firmly grasp a new bubble
between his legs and abdomen, and quickly resubmerge. This air-
gathering technique also comes in handy when Argyroneta decides
to build his underwater home. He first begins by spinning a silk
canopy that is anchored to various roots and twigs along the bot-
tom. Then Argyroneta will surface, do his air-gathering routine,
return and release his bubble under the canopy. After a number of
such trips his canopy will be sufficiently inflated to form a comfort-
able underwater air bell. If space is available, Argyroneta may even
construct two separate bells—one as a summer residence and the
other for a winter home. During mating season, male and female
spiders may even build a silken tunnel to link “honeymoon” bells.
After fertilization, the female will then install an upper story in hers
to act as a brood chamber. When the young spiders hatch they will
gnaw through the canopy that covers the chamber, and set out with
tiny air bubbles to explore their fascinating underwater world.

Since spiders don’t come equipped with gills, it would seem the
last place one would attempt to survive would be underwater! And
even assuming in some million-to-one long shot that spiders on land
found an underwater existence more comfortable, the problems
they would have to overcome in adapting themselves to it would be
staggering. How, for instance, would they learn to use portable
aqualungs and submerged diving bells complete with silken
canopies, anchor lines and brood chambers? Humans, even with
their superior intelligence, had been unable to master similar tech-
niques until comparatively recent times. With their /imited in-
telligence, can it—does it—seem reasonable that spiders could have
stumbled on such sophisticated submarine survival strategies on
their own? Doesn’t the behavior of Argyroneta aquatica cry out for
the existence of a higher creative intelligence who knows what it
takes to make a successful eight-legged skin diver?

Design in nature is one of the great attributes of all creation. Our
free booklet A Theory for the Birds takes a look at the marvels of
bird flight. Why not write for your free copy? (Please use coupon on
the back cover of this magazine.) O

s ilently and stealthily the hungry skin diver, his portable air-
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(Questions

NSWET'S

We invite you, our readers, to
send in your questions on bib-
lically oriented prophetic,
doctrinal, historical and
Christian-living topics. While
we cannot promise that all
questions will be answered in
print, we will try to cover all
those that are of general inter-
est as space permits. Send
your questions to the appro-
priate address listed on the in-
side front cover, care of The
Plain Truth.

Q I read in Matthew 18:10,
‘Take heed that ye despise not
one of these little ones; for | say unto
you, That in heaven their angels do
always behold the face of my Father
which is in heaven.' Is this verse
saying that God's people have
guardian angels watching over them,
protecting them?"'
Mrs. Robert K.,
Matheson, Colorado

The Bible does not specifi-

cally indicate that each and
every Christian has a guardian an-
gel watching over him. In these ver-
ses Jesus was specifically referring
to little children (see verses 1-4).
Because of the vulnerability of small
children, their lack of wisdom and
ability to care for themselves, God
may provide special protection. But
even children experience '‘time and
chance' (Eccl. 9:11).

God does inform us that angels
are "‘ministering spirits’’ sent forth
to serve those who are to be the
heirs of salvation (Heb. 1:14; see
also Ps. 34:7). But nowhere does
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God reveal that each human indi-
vidual has a "'guardian angel.”

Q ““Your booklet ‘The Real
Jesus' was very convincing ex-
cept for one point. How do we know
He did not sin in any way?"'
LWS.,
London, England

To sin is to merit the death

penalty (Romans 6:23—"'the
wages of sin is death’). If Jesus
had sinned, He would have had to
die for His own sin, and therefore
could not have died for anyone
else's. He could not have been our
Savior,

Yet the Bible clearly tells us that
not only is He the Savior, but that
He definitely did not sin. Hebrews
4:15 states that He was ‘‘in every
respect . . . tempted as we are, yet
without sin."" He successfully strove
against sin by calling out to God the
Father for help whenever He
needed it (see Hebrews 5:7).

Though Jesus was sinless Him-
self, it was God's express will that
He be delivered up to die as our
Savior: "'For our sake he made him
to be sin who knew no sin, so that
in him we might become the righ-
teousness of God™ (Il Cor. 5:21).

Isaiah the prophet foretold His
sacrifice: *'Surely he has borne our
griefs and carried our sorrows; yet
we esteemed him stricken, smitten
by God, and afflicted. But he was
wounded for our transgressions, he
was bruised for our iniguities; upon
him was the chastisement that
made us whole, and with his stripes
we are healed. All we like sheep
have gone astray . . . and the Lord

has laid on him the iniquity of us
all" (Isa. 53:4-6).

| Peter 2:21-24 also confirms that
Christ was guiltless: "'Christ also
suffered for you, leaving you an ex-
ample, that you should follow in his
steps. He committed no sin; no
guile was found on his lips. . .. He
himself bore our sins in his body on
the tree, that we might die to sin
and live to righteousness.”

Q ‘““What does the Bible say
about having pierced ears for
earrings? | feel | should know what
God thinks of this kind of thing be-
fore | do anything with my ears."
Anonymous,
Boise, Idaho

A In Old Testament Israel, hav-

ing one's ear ‘bored through
with an awl” was a ceremony car-
ried out to indicate that a slave
wished to remain with a particular
master for life (see Exodus 21:5-6
and Deuteronomy 15:12-17). Since
this custom was handed down by
God, it is obvious there is no prohi-
bition against the act of ear-pierc-
ing. It is recorded that ancient
Israelites wore earrings (Gen. 35:4;
Ex. 32:2; 35:22; Num. 31:50; etc.),
and they apparently were not the
clip-on variety. Figuratively speak-
ing, God says He put earrings in
Israel's ears (see Ezek. 16:12).

If you are considering ear-pierc-
ing, it would of course be wise to
have it done by competent profes-
sionals and to follow their instruc-
tions for care until your ears are
healed. Also, some individuals tend
to have problems with formation of
scar tissue on the earlobes. But
these considerations are medical,
not spiritual, and ear-piercing is no-
where condemned in the Bible.

Q “What is the meaning of | Tim-
othy 2:6? What was the ‘due
time' mentioned there?"”
J.D.,
Pasadena, California

| Timothy 2:5-6 (RSV) reads:
“For there is one God, and
there is one mediator between God
and men, the man Christ Jesus,
who gave himself as a ransom for
all, the testimony to which was
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borne at the proper time ['due time'
in the King James Version]."

Most commentators express the
opinion that this phrase fits in with
Paul's feeling, expressed else-
where, that Christ’s life and death
occurred at the proper time in world
history as determined by God (see
Titus 1:3; Gal. 4:4; Eph. 1:10; Rom.
5:6). Paul may also have had in
mind the fulfilment of certain
prophecies in the Old Testament
which needed fulfillment at a spe-
cific point in history. Although the
Greek of this verse is somewhat dif-
ficult (the word translated “time" is
actually in the plural), the identical
expression occurs in | Timothy 6:15
where the translation *‘at the proper
time'' is probable.

“What do God and the Bible
have to say about labor
unions?”
George E.,
Baltimore, Maryland

These organizations are not

mentioned in Scripture, since
they are a rather recent historical
development in the industrialized
world. The Bible does, however,
have much to say about how em-
ployers and employees should treat
each other (see | Tim. 6:1-2; Col.
3:22=-247> Eph. 6:35=9; Lev.
25:43, 46, 53). Perhaps the ques-
tion in your mind is, "Should a
Christian join a labor union?"
Sometimes the only way a person
can work in a certain field is to join
such a union. We have to remem-
ber that this is not God's world (see
Rev. 12:9). Yet Christians have to
function in this world in order to get
the gospel out and to sustain their
own livelihood.

Romans 13 bears on the subject.
“Let every soul be subject unto the
higher powers. For there is no
power but of God: the powers that
be are ordained of God. . . . For this
cause pay ye tribute also. . . . Ren-
der therefore to all their dues: trib-
ute to whom tribute is due; custom
to whom custom; fear to whom fear;
honour to whom honour' (verses
1, 6-7). Based on these principles
we may conclude that it would not
be wrong for a Christian to belong
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to a labor union. Unions are at least
a de facto part of Western eco-
nomic systems and are usually
sanctioned by governments. Paul
recognized that Christians must
work within *“‘the system' at times
(never disobeying a specific spiri-
tual law, of course) in order to be
able to earn a living or function ef-
fectively within the community.

Q ‘| read your booklet ‘The Plain
Truth About Christmas,’ and |
have a question: On page 12 it states
that the Christmas tree originated in
Babylon, and on page 17 it says that
the tree originated in Egypt. Which is
correct?”
Doris L.,
Massapequa, New York

Page 12 mentions that the

“'real origin'' of the Christmas
tree was the evergreen that sprang
up out of a dead tree stump, sym-
bolizing the resurrection of the
dead Nimrod, while page 17 quotes
Frederick J. Haskins as stating that
“the use of Christmas wreaths is
believed by authorities to be trace-
able to the pagan customs of deco-
rating buildings and places of
worship at the feast which took
place at the same time as Christ-
mas. The Christmas tree is from
Egypt, and its origin dates from a
period long anterior to the Christian
era."

Although Haskins states rather
dogmatically that the Christmas tree
originated in Egypt, this custom,
like many elements of ancient reli-
gion, may have been handed down
through several civilizations in vari-
ously modified forms. Since Baby-
lon predates Egypt, it would
probably be safe to assume that
this particular custom either devel-
oped independently in both cul-
tures or was passed down to the
Egyptians from Babylon.

Q ""Recently | read an article
which gave examples of hyper-
bole in the Bible: e.g., Paul remark-
ing that he had preached to virtually
everyone in Asia. Also, the remark
about man becoming heir to ‘all
things’ in Hebrews 2. Of course | can
understand the emotional context in
which Paul wrote, and | suppose

every man is entitled to his context.
But hyperbole in any case does not,
upon its encounter, foster an attitude
of trembling at the Word of God. It
fosters an attitude of taking every-
thing with a grain of salt."
Jack R.,
Westlake Village, California

The Bible is composed of

many books written at differ-
ent times to widely diverse au-
diences in many different literary
styles. Hyperbole is one literary de-
vice used at times by some of the
authors of Scripture to make vari-
ous points to those to whom they
were writing. Their readers under-
stood that what they were saying
was idiomatic, just as we under-
stand when people use such ex-
pressions in our day. We do not
take them literally or accuse them
of lying.

If we try to interpret certain pas-
sages in the Bible too literalistically,
not taking into account the idiosyn-
crasies of each original language,
we may lose sight of the intended
meaning. Remember that hyperbole
is deliberate overstatement in order
to get a point across.

You stated that hyperbole ‘‘fos-
ters an attitude of taking everything
with a grain of salt.” Would you
rather God had inspired the Bible to
be written without any skill or clev-
erness, using no literary devices
such as personification, simile,
metaphor, and hyperbole? Would
you rather He had inspired His
Word without untranslatable humor
(Philemon 10-11, RSV) or poetic
imagery?

One way around this difficulty is
to consult in up-to-date com-
mentaries the opinions of expert
biblical scholars familiar with the
original languages. Such reference
works. will usually accurately in-
dicate which texts consist of poetry,
imagery, hyperbole, and so forth.
When figures of speech are in-
dicated, one should be careful
about using such texts as primary
"proofs'' for various doctrines or
beliefs. For more information and
helpful guidelines on how to under-
stand and rightly apply God's Word,
write for the free booklet entitled
How To Study the Bible. O
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U.S. STATIONS
Eastern Time

M.SBANY — Channel 10, WTEN-TV, B:00 a.m.
un.

ATSLANT!. — Channel 11, WXIA-TV, 10:30 a.m.

un.

BALTIMORE — Channel 45, WBFF-TV, 9:30
a.m. Sun.

BANGOR — Channel 5, WABI-TV, 11:00 a.m.
Sun.

BINGHAMTON, N.Y. — Channel 40, WICZ-TV,
12:00 noon Sun.

BIRMINGHAM — Channel 6, WBRC-TV, 9:30
a.m. Sun.

CHARLESTON — Channel 2, WCBD-TV, 12:30
p-m. Sun.

CINCINNATI — Channel 5, WLWT-TV, 11:30
a.m. Sun.

COLUMBIA — Channel 19, WNOK-TV, 10:00
a.m. Sun.

DASYTON — Channel 4, WDTN-TV, 11:30 a.m.

un.

EVANSVILLE — Channel 14, WFIE-TV, 9:00
a.m. Sun.

FLINT — Channel 12, WJRT-TV, 10:30 a.m.
Sun.

GREENVILLE, N.C. — Channel 9, WNCT-TV,
10:30 p.m. Sun.

GREENVILLE, S5.C. — Channel 4, WFBC-TV,
9:30 a.m. Sun.

HUNTINGTON, W.V. — Channel 13, WOWK-
TV, 10:30 a.m. Sun.

INDIANAPOLIS — Channel 4, WTTV-TV, 11:30
a.m. Sat.

JACKSONVILLE — Channel 12, WTLV-TV,
12:30 p.m. Sat.

JOHNSON CITY — Channel 11, WJHL-TV,
10:30 a.m. Sun.

NEW YORK — Channel 9, WOR-TV, Rotating
Schedule

PHILADELPHIA — Channel 17, WPHL-TV,
11:00 p.m. Sun.

PORTLAND — Channel 8, WMTW-TV, 11:30
a.m. Sun,

PORTSMOUTH — Channel 10, WAVY-TV,
11:00 a.m. Sun.

PROVIDENCE — Channel 12, WPRI-TV, 12:00

noon Sat.

SALISBURY — Channel 16, WBOC-TV, 11:00
a.m. Sun.

SOUTH BEND — Channel 22, WSBT-TV, 12:00
noon Sun.

SPRINGFIELD — Channel 40, WHYN-TV, 1:00
p.m. Sat.

STEUBENVILLE — Channel 9, WSTV-TV, 12:00
noon Sun.

WASHINGTON, D.C. — Channel 7, WMAL-TV,
10:00 a.m. Sun.

WILMINGTON — Channel 6, WECT-TV, 12:00
noon Sun.

Ceniral Time

ABILENE — Channel 12, KTXS-TV, 5:30 p.m.
Sun.

ALEXANDRIA — Channel 5, KALB-TV, 10:00
a.m. Sun.

AMARILLO — Channel 10, KFDA-TV, 11:30
a.m. Sun.

BEAUMONT — Channel 12, KBMT-TV, 12:00
noon Sun.

BISMARCK — Channel 5, KFYR-TV, 12:00

noon Sat.

CI;ICAGD — Channel 44, WSNS-TV, 9:30 p.m.

un.

CORPUS CHRISTI — Channel 3, KIlI-TV, 10:00
a.m. Sun.

DOTHAN — Channel 18, WDHN-TV, 8:30 a.m.
Sun.

FARGO — Channel 11, KTHI-TV, 12 noon Sun.

FT. SMITH — Channel 5, KFSM-TV, 12:00 p.m.
Sat.

FT. WORTH — Channel 11, KTVT-TV, 1:30 p.m.
Sun.

GARDEN CITY — Channel 11, KGLD-TV, 1:30
p.m. Sun.

GREAT BEND — Channel 2, KCKT-TV, 1:30
p.m. Sun.

HATTIESBURG — Channel 7, WDAM-TV, 12:00
noon Sun.

HOUSTON — Channel 39, KHTV-TV, 9:30 a.m.
Sat.

HUNTSVILLE — Channel 48, WYUR-TV, 5:30
p.m. Sun.

KANSAS CITY — Channel 4, WDAF-TV, 12:30
p.m. Sun.

KEARNEY — Channel 13, KHGI-TV, 12:30 p.m.
Sun.

LUBBOCK — Channel 11, KCED-TV, 12:00
noon Sun.

LUFKIN — Channel 9, KTRE-TV, 10:30 p.m.
Sun.

MCCOOK — Channel 8, KOMC-TV, 1:30 p.m.
Sun.

MERIDIAN — Channel 11, WTOK-TV, 10:00
a.m. Sun.

MIDLAND — Channel 2, KMID-TV, 12:00 noon
Sat.

MgB!LE — Channel 5, WKRG-TV, 11:30 a.m.

un.

MONTGOMERY — Channel 32, WKAB-TV, 3:30
p.m. Sun.

NEW ORLEANS — Channel 4, WWL-TV, 11:00
a.m. Sun.

NORTH PLATTE — Channel 2, KNOP-TV, 6:30
p-m. Mon.

OKLAHOMA CITY — Channel 5, KOCO-TV,
11:30 a.m. Sun.

OMAHA — Channel 6, WOWT-TV, 3:00 p.m.
Sat.

PEORIA — Channel 19, WRAU-TV, 10:30 a.m.
Sun.

SHREVEPORT — Channel 6, KTAL-TV, 12:00
noon Sat.

SIOUX CITY — Channel 14, KMEG-TV, 11:30
a.m. Sun.

SPRINGFIELD, MO. — Channel 27, KMTC-TV,
9:30 a.m. Sun.

SPRINGFIELD, IL. — Channel 20, WICS-TV,
12:30 p.m. Sat.

TEMPLE — Channel 6, KCEN-TV, 1:00 p.m.
Sun.

TOPEKA — Channel 27, KTSB-TV, 12:00 noon
Sat.

TI.ISPELO — Channel 9, WTWV-TV, 5:00 p.m.
at.

TYLER — Channel 7, KLTV-TV, 10:30 p.m. Sun.

WICHITA — Channel 3, KARD-TV, 4:30 p.m.
Sun.

WICHITA FALLS — Channel 6, KAUZ-TV, 2:30
p.m. Sat.

Mountain Time

BOISE — Channel 6, KIVI-TV, 11:00 a.m. Sun.

GREAT FALLS — Channel 5, KFBB-TV, 9:30
a.m. Sun.

MILES CITY — Channel 3, KYUS-TV, 10:30
a.m. Sun.

MITCHELL, S.D. — Channel 5, KXON-TV, 8:00
p.m. Sun.

Pl.;sEBLO — Channel 5, KOAA-TV, 12:30 p.m.
at.

ROSWELL — Channel 40, KBIM-TV, 10:00 a.m.
Sun.

SALT LAKE CITY — Channel 5, KSL-TV, 12:30
p.m. Sat.

TUCSON — Channel 9, KGUN-TV, 11:30 a.m.
Sun.

Pacific Time
ANCHORAGE — Channel 13, KIMO-TV, 11:30
a.m. Sun.

CHICO — Channel 12 KHSL-TV, 10:30 a.m.
Sun.

FAIRBANKS — Channel 11, KTVF-TV, 5:00
p.m. Sat.

HONOLULU — Channel 2, KHON-TV, 10:00
a.m. Sun.

LOS ANGELES — Channel 9, KHJ-TV, 10:00
p.m. Sun.

PORTLAND — Channel 12, KPTV-TV, 11:00
a.m. Sat.

RENO — Channel 2, KTVN-TV, 3:00 p.m. Sat.

SACRAMENTO — Channel 13, KOVR-TV, 11:00
a.m. Sun,

SALINAS — Channel 8, KSBW-TV, 9:30 a.m.
Sun.

CANADIAN STATIONS

Newfoundland Time

SAINT JOHN'S — Channel 6, CJON-TV, 1:00
p.m. Sun.

Atlantic Time

H&SLIFAX — Channel 5, CJCH-TV, 2:00 p.m.
un.
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MONCTON, N.B. — Channel 2, CKCW-TV, 2:00
p.m. Sun,

SYDNEY — Channel 4, CJCB-TV, 2:00 p.m.
Sun.

Eastern Time
BARRIE — Channel 3, CKVR-TV, 12:00 p.m.
Sun

KINGSTON — Channel 11, CKWS-TV, 12:00
noon Sat.

MgNTREAL—- Channel 12, CFCF-TV, 5:30 p.m.
un

NORTH BAY — Channel 4, CHNB-TV, 1 p.m.
Sun.

PETERBOROUGH — Channel 12, CHEX-TV,
12:30 p.m. Sat.

QUEBEC CITY — Channel 5, CKMI-TV, 12:00
noon Sun.

SAULT STE. MARIE — Channel 2, CJIC-TV,
9:30 a.m. Sat.

SUDBURY — Channel 8, CKNC-TV, 1:00 p.m.
Sun.

THUNDER BAY — Channel 4, CHFD-TV, 1:30
p.m. Sun.

TIMMINS — Channel 6, CFCL-TV, 1:00 p.m.
Sun.

Central Time
BRANDON — Channel 5, CKX-TV, 12:30 p.m.
Sun
REGINA — Channel 2, CKCK-TV, 12 noon Sun

SASKATOON — Channel 8, CFQC-TV, 12 noon
Sun

SWIFT CURRENT — Channel 5, CJFB-TV,
11:15 p.m. Sun.

WINNIPEG — Channel 7, CKY-TV, 12 noon
Sun.

YORKTON — Channel 3, CKOS-TV, 12 noon
Sun

Mountain Time

CALGARY — Channel 4, CFCN-TV, 4:00 p.m.
Sun,

EDMONTON — Channel 3, CFAN-TV, 11:00
a.m. Sun.

LLOYDMINSTER — Channel 2, CKSA-TV, 9:30
a.m. Sun

Pacific Time

DAWSON CREEK — Channel 5, CJDC-TV, 5:30
p.m. Sun

VANCOUVER — Channel 8, CHAN-TV, 11:30
a.m. Sun.

VICTORIA — Channel 6, CHEK-TV, 11:30 a.m.
Sun.

WHITEHORSE — Channels 2, 4, 5, 7, 9, 11,
WHTV-TV, 7:00 p.m. Sun.

Please check your local listing for pos-
sible time or day changes.
“*denotes new stations or changes.
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Garner Ted Armstrong
GOMMENTARY

Now expanding to your area

Garner Ted Armstrong, long known for his lucid,
provocative, and insightful commentaries on con-
temporary world events, can now be seen and
heard on many additional stations throughout the
United States and Canada. In fact, Garner Ted Arm-
strong’s five-minute radio commentaries are being
broadcast on so many new stations, we are not able
to provide a listing in this issue. We suggest you
check your local radio
and TV listings for pro-
grams in your area,

or write directly to

Garner Ted Armstrong,

Pasadena, CA 91123

for an updated world- -
wide Radio/TV Log.
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IS JESUS GOD?

(Continued from page 3)

The person of the Godhead who
is our REDEEMER is Jesus Christ.
John 4:42 contains this: “They said
to the woman, ‘It is no longer be-
cause of your words that we believe,
for we have heard for ourselves, and
we know that this is indeed the SAv-
10R of the world.”” “But our com-
monwealth is in heaven, and from it
we await a Savior, the Lord Jesus
Christ” (Phil. 3:20). Read also Titus
2:10-14 and Luke 1:68-69.

That Jesus, the Savior, is YHVH.
See Isaiah 49:7 and Isaiah 60:16,
where He—YHVH-—is also “the
Mighty One of Jacob.” To be OF
Jacob means a son, or descendant of
Jacob—the Mighty One of all Ja-
cob’s children. Also in Isaiah 48:17,
YHVH is called the Redeemer, and
the Holy One of Israel-the One of
Israel who is holy! The same is ex-
pressed in Isaiah 43:14: “Thus says
the Lord, your Redeemer, the Holy
One of Israel....” Also note the
next verse (15): YHVH is Israel’s
Holy One, Creator of Israel, Israel’s
King. Now notice in Acts 3:14-15
that the Christ who was denied was
the same “HOLY ONE”—YHVH!
“But ye denied the Holy and Righ-
teous One...the Prince of life”
(Panin). See also Acts 2:27 and
Mark 1:24.

Christ Was David’s
Shepherd

Who was David’s shepherd? (Psalm
23:1)

In John 10:11, Jesus said He was
the Shepherd. Open your Bibles
also to Hebrews 13:20: “Now may
the God of peace who brought
again from the dead our Lord Jesus,
the great shepherd of the sheep....”
Compare this text with I Peter 2:24-
25, which says: “For you were
straying like sheep, but have now
returned to the Shepherd and
Guardian of your souls.” We also
read: “Tend the flock of God that is
your charge, not by constraint but
willingly, not for shameful gain but
eagerly, not as domineering over
those in your charge but being ex-
amples to the flock. And when the
chief Shepherd is manifested you
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will obtain the unfading crown of
glory” (I Peter 5:2-4, RSV).

It is JEsus CHRIST who is coming
again in person as KING of kings to
rule, and to RESTORE. In Revelation
19:13 John writes: “He is clad in a
robe dipped in blood, and the name
by which he is called is The Word of
God.” “From his mouth issues a
sharp sword with which to smite the
nations, and he will rule them with a

The Eternal Father is a Per-
son, and is God. Jesus Christ
is a different Person and is
God. They are two separate
and individual Persons. The
Father is Supreme Head—the
Lawgiver. Christ is the Word
—the divine Spokesman.

rod of iron; he will tread the wine
press of the fury of the wrath of
God the Almighty” (verse 15, RSV).
And again in Revelation 17:14 John
writes: “They will make war on the
Lamb, and the Lamb [Christ] will
conquer them, for he is Lord of
lords and King of kings, and those
with him are called and chosen and
faithful.” The Great Shepherd who
is coming to RULE as King over all
kings is YHVH. “And ye my flock,
the flock of my pasture, are men,
and I am your God, saith the Eter-
nal”—YHVH or Christ! See Ezekiel
34:11,30-31.

Now notice Isaiah 2:1-4 and Mi-
cah 4:1-4. ““It shall come to
pass...that the mountain [King-
dom] of the YHVH’s house shall be
established in the top of the moun-
tains [kingdoms]”—ruling the world.
“And he [YHVH-—Christ] shall
judge among the nations, and shall
rebuke many people,” and then
they shall have PEACE.

In almost every Old Testament
passage, the Lorp YHVH-—the
Eternal—is Jesus Christ. Clearly,
Jesus is the God of the Old Testa-
ment.

Summary

God is not merely one Person. God
is a divine Family—only one Fam-
ily—but more than one divine Per-
son. Jesus Christ spoke of His divine
Father as Gobp. Jesus said He was
the Son of God (Matt. 27:43; John

10:36). Jesus is called God in He-
brews 1:8 and elsewhere. All the
holy angels are commanded to wor-
ship Jesus (Heb. 1:6)—and none but
God may be worshiped.

The Eternal Father is a Person,
and is God. Jesus Christ is a differ-
ent Person and is God. They are two
separate and individual Persons
(Rev. 4:2; 5:1,6-7). The Father is
Supreme Head of the God Family
—the Lawgiver. Christ is the Word
—the divine Spokesman.

So God is presently a Family of
two Persons — God the Father and
Jesus Christ the Son. And the won-
derful truth is that human beings
may be born into this same ONE
God Family as distinct, separate
Personalities by a resurrection from
the dead. Jesus Christ was the FIRST-
born of many brethren (Rom. 8:29)
—having been born again when
God the Father resurrected Him
from the dead (Rom. 1:4). The thor-
ough details of these awe-inspiring
Bible truths are freely given in our
booklet Just What Do You Mean—
Born Again? Write for your free
copy. O

CONVERSION

How do you define the word
conversion? An adoption of
religious belief? A "born-
again'' experience? Contrary
to popular belief, the Bible
teaches that there is more to
conversion than a singular
event, a one-time change. In
the booklet Just What Do You
Mean—Conversion? Herbert
Armstrong supplies valuable
insights on the subject.
Request your
free copy by
returning the
coupon on
the back cov-
erofthis mag-
azine.
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IN BRIEF

DEMOCRACY
PREVAILS IN INDIA

by Stanley R. Rader

The author accompanies Plain
Truth Editor-in-Chief Herbert
W. Armstrong on his frequent
visits with heads of state and
other leading international dig-
nitaries.

volers of the largest democracy
in the world cast their votes
and, for the first time in the
history of the world, a dictator-
ship was overthrown in a free
election.

For almost two years Indira
Gandhi and a small clique had
ruled India with an iron hand. Vis-
ibly upset by increased criticism
coming from her political opposi-
tion, Mrs. Gandhi suspended
most of the civil liberties of the
country in June 1975 and de-
clared a state of emergency. It
seemed to most observers at that
time that democracy was
doomed.

As the state of emergency con-
tinued throughout 1975 and all of
1976, Mrs. Gandhi defended her
position by claiming that only a
handful of malcontents were con-
cerned about the suspension of
democratic procedure.

Since Mrs. Gandhi's regime
had been hard on journalists and
other members of the media, and
particularly severe with foreign
journalists, Mr. Armstrong and |
were unable to visit India since
the state of emergency had been
declared. Having developed many
close friendships over the years
with the Indian people and their
leaders, we were waiching care-
fully all of the events taking place
on that troubled subcontinent,
hoping that within a reasonably

tst March, some 300,000,000

short period of time Mrs. Gandhi
would see the light and would
end her declared state of emer-
gency, which appeared to most
observers to have been instituted
to save her political career. We
were particularly concerned with
India’s further shift toward the left
and to the Soviet sphere of in-
fluence and with Mrs. Gandhi's
consistent anti-American atti-
fudes.

We were not alone, therefore,
in being surprised to learn that
Mrs. Gandhi would permit an
election in what seemed to be an
unnecessary political risk on her
part. But perhaps she had simply
underestimated the discontent
over her leadership, her efforts to
pave the way for her 30-year-old
son Sanjay to be her political
successor, and perhaps first and
foremost, her policy of birth con-
trol and forced sterilization of
males. Perhaps the mere two
meonths' notice of the elections
given to her political opposition—
many of whom had been jailed by
Mrs. Gandhi—was conceived by
her as inadequate to allow an ef-
fective campaign against her and
her party.

In any event, Mrs. Gandhi op-
ted for an election, and more
than 300,000,000 Indians, some
three-quarters of whom were illit-
erate, found their way to the bal-
lot boxes and cast their
resounding vote against Mrs.
Gandhi and her political regime.
In fact, Mrs. Gandhi failed to win
election in her own district and
thus lost even her own parlia-
mentary seat. Her son Sanjay was
overwhelmingly defeated in his
first political effort for elective of-
fice.

Thus, the democratic process
has brought to an end the incred-
ible political dynasty that has
shaped India's destiny ever since
its independence 30 years ago.

What lies ahead for India re-
mains to be seen. A few years
ago, when we last met Mrs. Gan-
dhi face to face, she stated em-
phatically that she and her fellow
Indians were well aware that their
country was confronted with
every conceivable problem that
has plagued mankind in its trou-
bled history, but that India was
working as best it could to re-
solve or ameliorate those condi-
tions.

Unfortunately, under Mrs. Gan-
dhi's leadership, India did not
make the kind of progress that
had been hoped for in its fight
against poverty, disease, Iilliter-
acy, unemployment, famine,
drought and overpopulation—just
to name a few of the woes of a
much afflicted people. Since
1973, in fact, the condition of the
peoples in the developing coun-
tries, or the so-called Third World,
has not improved, primarily be-
cause of the horrendous impact
of worldwide inflation that has fol-
lowed the exorbitant increase in
the cost of energy.

It will take considerable time for
Mrs. Gandhi's successors to form
a stable government and to begin
coping with the problems they
have inherited. We hope that our
government and other govern-
ments will do what is possible to
help India and its people. We in
the United States have always felt
close to the people of India, de-
spite their government's policies
in recent years. In addition,
whenever and wherever democ-
racy is threatened, we too are
threatened, and whatever we can
do to shore up the foundations of
the largest democracy in the
world will inure to the benefit of
every American and every person
who cherishes liberty and the
other fruits of the democratic pro-
cess, O
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Personal from...

{Continued from page 1)

a GOVERNMENT—HIS government,
with His constitution and Laws.
God’s LAws were—and are—a WAY
OF LIFE; the way of LOVE—outgoing
concern for the welfare of others:
the way of peace. harmony. helping.
serving. sharing.

But the angels sinned (11 Pet. 2:4).
They rebelled, rejected Gop’s gov-
ernment, and adopted the way of
GET, which is vanity, lust and greed,
jealousy and envy, competition,
strife and violence, resentment and
rebellion against authority. This
brought disaster to the earth which
these angels could have developed
and improved. In six days God “re-
newed the face of the earth” (Psalm
104:30), prepared it for man.

God created humankind, male
and female, to reproduce and bring
forth the human family. made of
matter from the ground; made in
the image, likeness (form and
shape) of Gop HiMSELF; made for a
special relationship with God; made
with the potential of being begotten
and BORN into the very GOD FAM-
ILY.

The first created man, Adam, was
instructed in and offered. by per-
sonal teaching directly from Gob,
the GOVERNMENT OF Gob, which
Adam could have restored to earth,
and he could have received the fan-
tastic, awesome potential of being
BORN INTO THE GOD FAMILY, restor-
ing the WHOLE VAST ENDLESS UNI-
VERSE! But such a grand and
awesome potential could be possible
only in peace, harmony, working to-
gether with mutual CONCERN for
one another, and OBEDIENCE to the
guiding LAWS OF GOD.

Adam then also listened to the
former Lucifer, superarchangel RUL-
ING over the sinning angels—his
name now changed to Satan the
devil. Adam, for his offspring and
the entire HUMAN FAMILY, rejected
God’s government and guidance,
chose to decide for himself the way
TO GO, chose to decide right from
wrong by eating from the tree of
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knowledge of good and evil, and
thus cut HIMSELF OFF from God.
Satan, powerful beyond human rec-
ognition, an invisible spirit, has de-
ceived the entire human race.
leading them into the wWAY of GET.

Upon Adam’s rejection of God’s
government, God adopted a hands-
off policy for 6,000 years. allowing
MAN 10 DEMONSTRATE that the GET
way can lead only to trouble, evils,
pain and suffering, anguish, frustra-
tion, confusion, failure and DEATH.

God’s great PURPOSE is to build
into mankind His holy and righ-
teous character, so that man will
turn to the WAY of LOVE or GIVE,
and NEVER again turn to the WAY OF
GET,

God is about to prove,
by 1,000 years of
His rule under the

give philosophy
of love, that it is the
only way to universal
peace, happiness,
success, desirable
accomplishment,
and well-being.

Part of God’s MASTER PLAN for
working out His purpose was to call
the nation ISRAEL. He called them
and delivered them out of Egyptian
SLAVERY, promised them that His
wAY of LOVE and GiveE—the way of
His LaAws and HIS GOVERNMENT—
would automatically pay off; make
them the most prosperous, most suc-
cessful, most blessed. most powerful,
most happy nation on earth. Hence,
the marriage covenant that set them
up as one of the world’s NATIONS.

But they clung to Satan’s way of
GET. God has allotted 6,000 years to
man for this experiment of PROVING
by human experience that the fruits
of the GET way result only in
total failure, unhappiness. dis-
content, anguish, suffering and
death.

God sent Jesus Christ to earth,
begotten by God Almighty, born
human of a human mother, to pro-
claim the Goobp NEws (gospel) of
the KiNGDOM oF Gob: the restora-
tion of the GOVERNMENT OF GOD to
earth—after the 6,000 years. First,
however, Jesus, after living a perfect

sinless life, met and conquered
Satan. and thus QUALIFIED to re-
establish Gop’s GOVERNMENT. Then
He called and taught His apostles in
the ANNOUNCEMENT of the coming
KinGDom oF Gob, and He Himself
went forth announcing it. The hu-
manity of the Promised Land of
Israel of that day REJECTED His mes-
sage, rejected GOD’S GOVERNMENT—
as the angels had done. as Adam
had done. They CRUCIFIED Jesus.
who gave His sinless life in payment
for human sins. God raised Him
from the dead. making eternal life
possible for MaN. He ascended to
God’s throne of the universe in
heaven. where He has been since as
the HiGH PRIEST of those CALLED
out of humanity to accept His
WAY—His GOVERNMENT—1O REPENT
of the GET way of sin, and to turn to
God voluntarily, beseeching Him to
develop in them His holy and righ-
teous character.

At the END of that 6,000 years,
God knew the GET way of a man-
made society swayed invisibly by
Satan would bring man to the brink
of cosmocide—to the point where he
could create the powers of MASS DE-
STRUCTION that would blast all
human life from this planet!

At that time, the merciful Al-
mighty Gobp of LovE will intervene
at the very last minute; He will PRE-
VENT man from erasing all human-
ity from the earth; He will save
mankind ALIVE. He will send Jesus
Christ in supreme almighty power
and glory to take over and RULE
over all mankind—to once again re-
store the GOVERNMENT OF GOD to
earth.

Now back to ancient ISRAEL. God
gave them a SPECIAL CHANCE to live
under His GOVERNMENT and by His
WAYS, in order to PROVE that those
ways will bring success, prosperity.
happiness, joy and abundance to
any people who will live that way of
love. But Israel FAILED.

We reached by 1933 the begin-
ning of the very generation during
which Christ will return to reestab-
lish the government of God. That
year—1933—God conferred on me
the STAGGERING GREAT COMMISSION
to take the GOOD NEWS—the AN-
NOUNCEMENT of the soon-coming
KiNGDOM OF Gop—to all the world
for a wilness to ALL NATIONS, just
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before the END of today’s civ-
ilization, built by a Satan-guided
humanity.

Man has formed his own kind of
governments and sought to GOVERN
HIMSELF, rejecting GOD’S RULE over
him. Today we are in world trouble
greater than ever before in human
history. Governments of men are
being overthrown at the rate of one
a month. Crime has never been so
great. Marriage and family life are
falling apart. Sickness and disease
and mental illness have reached the
highest point in humanity’s history.
And weapons of mass destruction
have been developed in the past 40
years that can erase all human life
from the earth!

Now notice in further prophecies
what Gobp said in giving HOPE to
ancient Israel—and it applies to us
today: “Go and proclaim these
words toward the north, and say,
Return, thou backsliding Israel,
saith the ETERNAL; and I will not
cause mine anger to fall upon you:
for I am merciful, saith the ETER-
NAL, and I will not keep anger for
ever. Only acknowledge thine in-
iquity, that thou hast transgressed
against the ETERNAL thy God. and
hast scattered thy ways to the
strangers under every green tree,
and ye have not obeyed my voice,
saith the ETERNAL. Turn, O back-
sliding children, saith the ETERNAL;
for I am married unto you: and I
will take you one of a city, and two
of a family, and I will bring you to
Zion [this is a prophecy for OUR
TIME, after the U.S., Britain, etc.
have gone into a yet future—soon-
to-occur—captivity]: And I will give
you pastors according to mine heart,
which shall feed you with knowl-
edge and understanding. ... At that
time they shall call Jerusalem the
THRONE OF THE ETERNAL; and ALL
the NATIONS shall be gathered unto
it, to the name of the ETERNAL, to
Jerusalem: neither shall they walk
any more after the imagination of
their evil heart [attitude of GET]. In
those days the house of JubaAH [the
Jewish people] shall walk with the
house of Israel [the U.S., Britain,
Canada, Australia, New Zealand,
South Africa, Western European
nations], and they shall come to-
gether out of the land of the north
to the land that I have given for an
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inheritance unto your fathers™ (Jer.
3:12-15, 17-18).

God has a tremendous PURPOSE
He is fulfilling. For almost 6,000
years now, He has demonstrated, by
keeping hands off’ except in a few
instances necessary for His purpose,
that humanity, REJECTING God’s
rule and Gop’S GOVERNMENT and
forming its OWN governments under
the sway of the invisible and unreal-
ized Satan, IS INCAPABLE OF GOV-
ERNING ITSELF; that living by the
self-centered GET way 1s NOT good
for us and brings only unhappiness,
failure, suffering, frustration, de-
struction and DEATH. Now God is
about to PrROVE, by 1,000 years of
His RULE under the GIVE philosophy
of love, that it is the ONLY way to
universal PEACE, happiness, success,
DESIRABLE accomplishment, well-
being and joyfulness.

There is a REASON for today’s tra-
gic worldwide EviLs. There is a
cAUsE for every effect. That is the
lesson the Creator God is teaching
by 6,000 years of actual EXPERIENCE.

And through the lessons mankind
is learning by experiencing cause
and effect, God is DEVELOPING per-
fect, holy and righteous CHARACTER
in human beings—REPRODUCING
HiMsELF—making us His own very
CHILDREN, finally to be BORN into
the GoD FAMILY!

Notice a little of the GOOD NEWS
of the world that will start in THIS
VERY GENERATION: “And there shall
come forth a rod out of the stem of
Jesse....” Jesse was the human
father of King David of Judah.
David was the “stem” that came out
of Jesse. Jesus Christ was a descen-
dant of David, and therefore is the
“rRoD” of this prophecy. In other
words, “CHRIST shall come forth.”
Continuing, “...and a Branch shall
grow out of his roots.” The “roots”
of Jesse is Gob, and the “BRANCH"
that grew out of His roots, therefore,
also is CHRIST (Isa. 11:1). Now con-
tinuing in verses 2-5: “And the spirit
of the ETERNAL shall rest upon him
[Christ], the spirit of wisdom and
understanding, the spirit of counsel
and might, the spirit of knowledge
and of the fear of the ETERNAL; and
shall make him of quick under-
standing in the fear of the ETERNAL:
and he shall not judge after the sight
of his eyes, neither reprove after the

hearing of his ears: But with righ-
teousness shall he judge the poor.
and reprove with equity for the
meek of the earth: and he shall
smite the earth with the rod of his
mouth, and with the breath of his
lips shall he slay the wicked. And
righteousness shall be the girdle of
his loins, and faithfulness the girdle
of his reins.”

This is speaking of CHRIST as
KING of kings, RULER OF THE
WORLD, restoring the GOVERNMENT
ofF Gop to earth—yet in THIS
PRESENT GENERATION. It is speaking
of the seventh millennium since
Adam, following the EviL 6,000
years to END in our present genera-
tion.

Truly, we are in the very end
time.

Now continue the prophecy, de-
scribing the thousand years SOON to
start: “The wolf also shall dwell
with the lamb, and the leopard shall
lie down with the kid; and the calf
and the young lion and the fatling
together; and a little child shall lead
them” (verse 6). What a picture of
PEACE and contentment—wild ani-
mals tamed!

Continue: “And the cow and the
bear shall feed; their young ones
shall lie down together: and the lion
shall eat straw [hay] like the ox. And
the sucking child shall play on the
hole of the asp [a small African
cobra], and the weaned child shall
put his hand on the cockatrice’ [ser-
pent’s] den. They shall not hurt nor
destroy in all my holy mountain: for
the earth shall be full of the knowl-
edge of the ETerNAL...” How
FULL? “...as the waters cover the
sea. And in that day there shall be a
root of Jesse [Christ], which shall
stand for an ensign of the people: to
it [Christ] shall the Gentiles seek:
and his rest shall be glorious. And it
shall come to pass in that day, that
the ETERNAL shall set his hand
again the second time to recover the
remnant of his people.... And he
shall set up an ensign for the na-
tions, and shall assemble the out-
casts of Israel, and gather together
the dispersed of Judah [the Jews]
from the four corners of the earth.
The envy also of Ephraim [Britain]
shall depart, and the adversaries of
Judah shall be cut off: Ephraim
shall not envy Judah, and Judah
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shall not vex Ephraim™ (verses 7-
13).

Now continue in Isaiah, chapter
12. Note the Goop NEwS coming!
“And in that day thou shalt say, O
ETERNAL, | will praise thee: though
thou wast angry with me, thine
anger is turned away, and thou
comfortedst me. Behold. God is my
salvation: I will trust. and not be
afraid: for the LORD ETERNAL is my
strength and my song; he also is
become my salvation. Therefore

WITH JOY shall ye draw water out of

the wells of salvation™ (verses 1-3),
That is the time God will set out to
“save” the world spiritually—salva-
tion with eternal life!

Continue in verses 4-6: “And in
that day shall ye say, Praise the
ETERNAL, call upon his name, de-
clare his doings among the people,
make mention that his name is ex-
alted. SING unto the ETERNAL; for
he hath done excellent things: this is
known in all the earth. Cry out and
SHOUT, thou inhabitant of Zion: for
great is the Holy One of Israel in the
midst of thee.”

In Isaiah 14, speaking of an evil
human type of Satan at a time in
the very near future: “He who
smote the people in wrath with a
continual stroke, he that ruled the
nations in anger, is persecuted, and
none hindereth. THE WHOLE EARTH
IS AT REST, AND IS QUIET: they break
forth into singing. Yea, the fir trees

rejoice at thee, and the cedars of

Lebanon, saying, Since thou art laid
down, no feller is come up against
us’’ (verses 6-8).

Just one more glimpse into the
wonderful WORLD TOMORROW, at its
very beginning. At His coming as
KING of kings to rule, Christ’s “feet
shall stand in that day upon the
mount of Olives” (Zech. 14:4).

“And it shall be in that day, that
living waters [the Holy Spirit] shall
go out from Jerusalem.... And the
ETERNAL shall be king over all the
earth: in that day shall there be one
LorD, and his name one.... And
men shall dwell in it [Jerusalem],
and there shall be no more utter
destruction; but Jerusalem shall be
safely inhabited™ (verses 8-9, 11).

Today we live in the most ter-
rifying time of human history. It will
get WORSE. Then God will step in.
Then PEACE shall come! O
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YOUD LKE
TOKNOW
MOIRE

Many hundreds have written
asking if we have representatives
in their local areas to counsel
with them personally and to an-
swer their questions.

The answer is yes, we do.

The Worldwide Church of God
stations personal representatives
(most are ordained ministers) in
the United States and many
other areas of the world. These
local ministers will visit you, if
invited, directly in your own
home.

So if you have spiritual matters
to discuss or questions to ask
about biblical topics such as re-
pentance, baptism, etc., please
feel free to write to us and
request a private appointment.
Worldwide mailing addresses are
as follows:
® United States: P.O. Box 111,

Pasadena, California 91123

(Or simply dial this toll-free

number in the continental

U.S.: 1-800-423-4444. Read-

ers in California, Alaska and

Hawaii may call 213-577-5225

collect.)

e United Kingdom, Europe, India
and Africa: P.O, Box 111, St
Albans, Heris., England (Or
dial this number in U.K.: Rad-
lett [092 76] 2670.)

® New Zealand and Pacific Isles:
P.O. Box 2709, Auckland 1,
New Zealand (Or dial Auck-
land 686-114—reverse the
charges.)

® Australia: P.O. Box 202, Bur-
leigh Heads, Queensland 4220
(Or dial this number: 075-35-
4233—reverse the charges.)

® Canada: P.O. Box 44, Station
A, Vancouver, B.C. V6C 2M2

® South Africa: P.O. Box 1060,
Johannesburg 2000 (Or dial
this number: 011-216406.)
Those residing in other areas

of the world should see the inside

front cover for the address of our
office nearest them.

RESURRECTION

(Continued from page 13)

“mushroom cult” to a charlatan and
a fraud, the solid evidence of history
proves Jesus Christ of Nazareth
walked out of His tomb; that He is
alive today; that He is directly inter-
vening from time to time in human
affairs; that He is on a “countdown”
from heaven; that time is drawing
very near for His return to this earth
when billions will finally be FORCED
to believe!

Neil Armstrong said that he was
taking a giant step for mankind
when he walked on the surface of
the moon. Yet Jesus took a bigger
step when he walked right through
that solid rock tomb.

You, too, can step out of your
grave in an instant of time when the
heavens are rent at the return of
Jesus Christ. You can also take your
walk into eternity.

If you're interested, write immedi-
ately for our free booklet Afrer
Death—Then Whar? It could be the
biggest step of your life! O

(To Be Continued)

Death takes
all the fun
out of life.

No one likes to think about
his own death. We'd like to
postpone it forever. The
apostle Paul called death
man's enemy—‘‘the last
enemy that shall be de-
stroyed." Everyone hopes for
some kind of afterlife. For an
explanation of what the Bible
says on the subject, request
the free booklet, After Death,
Then What? Just return the
coupon on the back cover.

AFTER®
DEATH =

then whin ?
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Garner Ted Armstrong

SPEAKS OUT!

OurEnergy BingelsOver!

mazingly enough, there are still
Apeople who continue to main-
tain that the energy crisis is
merely a contrivance of the big oil
companies to drive up the price of
gasoline. Such persons refuse to
believe that this nation, and in fact
the whole world, is confronted with
an emergency situation with regard
to dwindling nonrenewable energy
supplies. They refuse to believe this
world is finite; that there are no new
petroleumn and natural gas deposits
being built up within the earth
today. They like to believe we have
thousands of years of energy re-
serves left, instead of, in fact, com-
paratively few.

The view of these people notwith-
standing, the energy crisis is real.
The Western world has been on a
three-decades-long energy binge,
and a massive hangover is just
about to strike!

Over half of the energy that
Americans and other Westerners
consume so liberally comes from a
single source—oil. Since the end of
World War |I, the consumption of oil
by the Western world has risen with
reckless abandon. As far as energy
was concerned, we thought there
was no tomorrow. The hard reality
of the energy situation didn't really
dawn on most Americans until they
were forced to begin waiting in end-
less lines for their gasoline follow-
ing the Arab oil embargo of
November 1973. That embargo
marked a turning point in the
course of modern history, signaling
an end to the days of cheap and
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plentiful energy that Western so-
ciety had so blissfully enjoyed for
three decades.

Whether we admit it to ourselves
or not, our energy joyride is over. In
the future, says former U.S. Com-
merce Secretary Peter C. Peterson,
the days of cheap and easy energy
“will be an era on which we will
look back with nostalgia, but no
amount of wistfulness and senti-
mentality will bring it back."

Many do not realize, moreover,
that the energy problem is far more
than just one of exploration, of de-
velopment, of prices. We are facing
a crisis in energy because of funda-
mental shortcomings built into the
very fabric of our modern society.
We are literally hooked on an en-
ergy-guzzling way of life!

Just press a button, flip a switch,
turn a key, or push a lever, and
automatically something is buzzing,
humming, or whining away—blend-
ers, juicers, mixers, electric can
openers, garbage disposals, elec-
tric razors and additional dozens of
appliances and conveniences
found in most American homes
today. And, of course, there is that
biggest “‘toy’" of all—our inefficient,
gas-guzzling automobile, for which
we continue to import increasing
billions of gallons of oil.

In the past 30 years, the world
has consumed more power than
was used in all of history before
1940! With only six percent of the
world's population, America alone
has managed to consume a wall-
oping one-third of the world’s an-

nual energy and mineral
production. To Americans today,
power is not simply a luxury; it is a
vital necessity. We could not func-
tion without it. We depend upon it
not only to run all of our electric
conveniences and to fuel our auto-
mobiles, but also to grow and dis-
tribute our food, heat and cool our
homes, and ignite the furnaces of
industry. We have literally become
slaves to energy.

Compounding the problem, most
of the major reserves of our primary
energy source, oil, lie beneath the
sands of the politically volatile
Middle East. As wealthy and pow-
erful as the nations of the West are,
they lie today at the mercy of a few
small, potentially unstable states
which most Westerners couldn't
even pinpoint on a map.

"“One does not have to be a
prophet of doom,"" states the Inter-
national Institute for Environmental
Affairs, “'to foresee the emergence
in the not-too-distant future of polit-
ically divisive competition among
high energy-consuming nations for
access to dwindling fuel supplies

. [or] even temptations to resort
to the use of force to assure reliable
supplies of energy materials . . .

And that's precisely the way
things are going today.

The solution to this multifaceted
problem involves a total change
from top to bottom in society itself—
a change we have thus far refused
to make. Yet, for over four decades,
this magazine has been predicting
just such a change. It has been pro-
claiming a message of hope for the
future, a way out of the snarled
mass of problems besetting the
earth today. To be sure, we are liv-
ing in a time of global social, eco-
nomic, political and military chaos,
of which the energy crisis is but a
part. But there's coming a new, a
brighter, a different, and a totally
better world than the one we know
today—a prosperous, peaceful, re-
structured World Tomorrow under
the government of Jesus Christ.
And that's good news!

But until then, we may have to
learn some important lessons
through hard experience. O
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TOOUR
READERS

With this issue, we begin a new fea-
ture—a Worldwide Update of the
many diverse activities of a unique
Work. Each month we hope to fa-
miliarize you with an organization
that Herbert W. Armstrong has
often succinctly characterized as
founded on the ethical principle of
giving rather than the all-too-preva-
lent one of getting.

It is singularly apropos that we
start this feature with the June issue,
for it was fifty years ago this month
that Mr. Armstrong made a com-
mitment to the new way of life that
this magazine proclaims. His com-
mitment came after an agonizing
six-month period of intensive study
into the basic philosophical, reli-
gious and moral arguments and
premises on which he previously
had unquestioningly built his life.

His wife Loma D. Armstrong had
made a statement about a teaching
of the Bible that completely con-
tradicted everything Mr. Armstrong
had believed and which con-
tradicted the teaching of most
religious denominations. Mr. Arm-
strong was angered into a deep per-
sonal study of the Bible for the first
time in his life, in an effort to prove
his wife wrong.

But at the end of six months, Mr.
Armstrong had to admit that his
wife was right! And in the futile
process of trying to prove her wrong
on one point, he also came to realize
that there was a wide divergence on
many other points between what the
Bible said and what people thought
it said. He wrestled in his conscience
with the dilemma of following the
ways of the world at large or accept-
ing and following the way of life
he saw prescribed in the Word of
God.
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In June 1927, Mr. Armstrong ac-
cepted God’s way and was baptized.
Six years later, in July 1933, he
started a series of lectures that led to
the formation of this worldwide
Work. In January 1934, he started
broadcasting regularly on radio.
The response to the broadcast re-
sulted in The Plain Truth magazine,
which made its humble bow to the
world on February 1. 1934.

From the ministry of one man
and one small congregation in the
Willamette Valley of Oregon during
the depths of the Great Depression
has grown a Work of churches, col-
leges, publications and a charitable
foundation that is worldwide in
scope and impact.

We hope you will find this new
feature interesting and informative.
We welcome questions and com-
ments about any of the stories which
appear in this feature.

MR.ARMSTRONG
SPEAKSTO
AFRICAN LEADERS

On March 14, Herbert W. Arm-
strong addressed the constitutional
conference of Namibia, and a week
later, on March 21, spoke before the
parliament of the newly indepen-
dent Transkei.

The constitutional conference of
Namibia, called the Turnhalle after
the hall in which it meets in the
capital city of Windhoek, is com-
posed of eleven delegations from
the eleven population groups that
make up the 800,000 inhabitants of
Namibia. They are forging a consti-

tution for the country, scheduled to
receive its independence December
31, 1978. (The area has been a man-
dated territory of South Africa since
World War 1.)

Over forty delegates and officials
were assembled for Mr. Armstrong’s
address. Dirk Mudge, conference
chairman, welcomed Mr. Armstrong
and then introduced Stanley Rader.
who accompanies Mr. Armstrong on
his frequent travels.

Mr. Rader compared the Turn-
halle to the conference that wrote
the U.S. Constitution nearly two
centuries earlier. After recounting
the time, effort and dissension in-
volved in formulating the new U.S.
government in 1789 (13 years after
independence). Mr. Rader ob-
served: “So the progress you have
made here since the conference con-
vened in September 1975 is remark-
able in my opinion.”

Cause of World llis

Mr. Rader then introduced Mr.
Armstrong. He noted, “He has been
called by leaders of some nations a
builder of bridges between peoples.
and has helped on more than one
occasion to bridge one nation to an-
other.”

During his address, Mr. Arm-
strong used the Bible as a reference
point to delineate the causes for
many of today’s ills. He pointed out
that, as no world government can
exist without law, neither does the
government of God exist without
law. “And the law of God is simply
love,” he said. “Love is an outgoing
concern for the good and welfare of
others equal to that for yourself.”
He further summarized it as the way
of giving versus the way of getting.

Mr. Armstrong stated that from
the very beginning almost all man-
kind has rejected God’s law, choos-
ing to pursue its own way. “This is
the background that has led up to
today and all of its evils.”

Mr. Armstrong went on to say
that although conditions may get
worse in the short term., God will
intervene to prevent global suicide
and restore His way of peace.

In conclusion, he wished the con-
ference well, but reminded them of
their great responsibility: “You are
going to be held accountable for the
responsibility. And I say God help
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you to do the best job that can be
done. It is my prayer that you will
succeed.”

Mr. Robert Fahey, director of
the African Work who was present
for the occasion, remarked: “Mr.
Armstrong may be 85 years old. but
his voice was as strong and full
as ever. The message was crystal
clear.”

Transkei Parliament

One week later, Mr. Armstrong ad-
dressed the parliament of the nation
of the Transkei, which gained its in-
dependence from South Africa last
October 26. About 250 parlia-
mentarians gathered in Umtata, the
capital city, to hear him. The format
was similar to that in Namibia, with
Mr. Rader prefacing Mr. Arm-
strong’s address with an overview of
his travels and the organization that
sponsors his mission. Mr. Armstrong
spoke for about 25 minutes.

The two extraordinary speaking
engagements were highlights of a
three-week speaking tour of south-
ern Africa from March 10 to April
4. Setting a hectic pace, Mr. Arm-
strong met with numerous govern-
ment leaders and spoke over a
dozen times at banquets and meet-
ings in the nations of South Africa,
Namibia, the Transkei, and Swazi-
land. Among the leaders he met
were Dr. Nicolaas Diederichs, presi-
dent of South Africa, on March 15,
leaders of the South African Parlia-
ment on March 17, Prime Minister
Matanzima and the cabinet of
Transkei, and King Sobhuza II of
Swaziland on March 28. O

A WIDE-ANGLE VIEW (top photo)
of delegates to the Turnhalle as they
listen to Herbert W. Armstrong speak
on March 14. The Turnhalle, com-
prising representatives of 11 popu-
lation groups, is drafting a constitu-
tion for Namibia, which is scheduled
to receive its independence Decem-
ber 31, 1978. Bottom photo: Mr. Arm-
strong autographs a copy of his book-
let The Plain Truth About Christmas
for Dr. J. Greyvensteyn, mayor of Pre-
toria, South Africa, March 10. The
mayor, a Plain Truth reader, asked
Mr. Armstrong to sign the booklet
at the same time he requested an
autograph of a Plain Truth article Mr.
Armstrong had written two years ago
when the magazine was in a tabloid
format.
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What's the driving force
behind your marriage?

What is it that makes people marry . . . or stay married? For some, like the characters illustrated here,
it might be the determination of one partner that gets and keeps it together. Others might marry for
love or physical attraction, but find they stay married for more mundane reasons—security (financial

or emotional), social pressure, moral
obligations or “for the children.” In-
creasingly, though, as attitudes change,
many are discarding marriage for less
permanent arrangements. And in all
the furor, it's unlikely that many people
have taken the time to discover the real
heart of the issue. An important book-
let that's yours for the asking can help
guide you through the confusion to an
understanding of the meaning and
purpose of marriage. It's entitled,
Why Marriage! Soon Obsolete?
To request your free copy, just
fill out and return the
coupon below.

Uhy
MARRIAGE.

Soon Obsolete

Name
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