





history. The facts just don’t allow it,
even when Noah’s Flood is invoked
as an explanation.

Fact #1: There is a vast difference
between the world of man and that of
the dinosaurs.

We live in a world dominated by
mammals, birds and men. But
imagine an environment filled with
enormous creatures covered with ar-
mor, hellish flying reptiles with 50-
foot wingspans, and rapacious 50-
foot-long sea serpents.

Truly, dinosaurs would be out of
place in today’s world. The world in
which dinosaurs roamed was in
most respects utterly unlike our
own. Man would feel strange and

The PLAIN TRUTH May 1977

foreign in that world—as if he had
landed on another planet!

Not long ago James A. Jensen,
paleontologist at Brigham Young
University, may have discovered the
biggest dinosaur of them all in
Colorado. The find indicates an 80-
ton, 50-foot-tall. 100-foot-long su-
persized creature once inhabited the
area. Certainly, dinosaurs were
strikingly different from the animals
we find in our modern world. Yet a
lot of fundamentalists would tell
you that Adam and his descendants
literally lived with the dinosaurs.
Fact #2: The world of the dinosaurs
and the modern world of mammals are
not intermixed in the fossil record.

Charles R. Knight — Field Museum of Natural History

DINOSAUR \NORLD

Dinosaurs are not found in just
any stratum of rocks. They are only
found in what has been labeled the
Mesozoic. The Mesozoic strata are
said to represent the age of reptiles
for that reason.

But in the geologic column, dino-
saurs are never found past the up-
per-Cretaceous strata—never in the
more recent Cenozoic strata, which
are associated with men and mam-
mals. Paleontologist Bjorn Kurten
notes: “The dinosaurs were with us
until the very end of the Cretaceous;
in our minds we may picture the
great sauropods. the herds of tri-
ceratops, and the solitary, hungry
Tyrannosaurus, and feel the ground
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Graph by Ron Lepeska

Blue areas above show which strata contain fossils of various creatures. T urtb

and Cenozoic strata, but not in Paleozoic strata. Width of blue areas ind

tremble under their feet. Then we
ascend a few inches in the series of
strata, and suddenly they are all
gone forever, and it is strangely
empty around us.”

Edwin Colbert, the famed dino-
saur expert, writes: “The great ex-
tinction that wiped out all of the
dinosaurs . .. forms one of the major
lines of demarcation in the record of
the rocks, indicating in a rather
spectacular and certainly in a very
definite manner the end of a long
chapter of the complex story of life
through the ages.”

Famous scientist and scholar
George Gaylord Simpson has said:
“It is as if the curtain were rung
down suddenly on a stage where all
the leading roles were taken by rep-
tiles, especially dinosaurs, in great
numbers and bewildering variety,
and rose again immediately to re-
veal the same setting but an entirely
new cast, a cast in which the dino-
saurs do not appear at all, other rep-
tiles are mere supernumeraries, and
the leading parts are all played by
mammals of sorts barely hinted at
in the preceding acts.”
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The fossil record is clear: The
strata containing dinosaurs are
found below strata containing mod-
ern mammals and man.

Fact #3: Many dating methods
show dinosaurs lived millions of
years ago.

Natural radioactive clocks such as
the decay of uranium to lead, rubid-
ium to strontium, potassium to ar-
gon, and carbon to nitrogen attest to
the great antiquity of the earth. All
of these methods show the earth and
many fossils, including dinosaurs,
are much older than 6,000 years.

Tree rings—which go back. in the
case of the bristlecone pine, over
8,200 years—also establish that the
earth is over 6,000 years old.

Many other dating methods yield
extremely old dates for both the
earth and dinosaur fossils. The new-
est dating method is the so-called
“protein clock.” By measuring the
conversion of left-handed amino
acids to right-handed ones after an
organism dies, the protein clock also
establishes that animals lived on
earth long before the supposed cre-
ation date of the Bible.

Of course, this is not to say that

all dates obtained by these various
methods are 100 percent accurate.
In fact, in some cases grossly in-
accurate results have been obtained.
But, taken ds a whole, they provide
cogent evidence that the earth and
many life forms are much older
than 6,000 years.
Fact #4: Both the Bible and the
stratigraphic record conflict with the
view that Noah’s Flood killed the
dinosaurs.

Most fundamentalists believe that
all life dates from the creation week
of Genesis. According to this view,
all fossils must therefore have been
formed since the creation of man—
about 6,000 years ago. Thus many
fundamentalists call upon Noah'’s
Flood as the mechanism which
killed off the dinosaurs and pro-
duced the fossils we now find.

But Genesis 6:19 clearly states
that “of every living thing of all flesh,
two of every sort shalt thou bring
into the ark, to keep them alive with
thee: they shall be male and fe-
male.”

Dinosaurs were land-dwelling,
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air-breathing creatures and should
therefore have been on the ark. if
they were alive at that time. There-
fore, they would nor have been
killed by the Flood and would still
be alive today!

The same holds true for the flying
reptiles, which would have been in
the ark and should have survived.
The marine reptiles also should
have survived—even though they
would not have been on the ark. But
the rocks tell us that when the land
dinosaurs died, so did the marine
reptiles—the ichthyosaurs, the ple-
siosaurs, and the mosasaurs. This
despite the fact they were doubtless
excellent swimmers and should have
survived just as other fish and sea
creatures did!

So there’s really no way to fit the
dinosaurs in with Noah's Flood. Re-
member, the fossil record shows that
the dinosaurs. flying reptiles and
marine reptiles lived at a different
time. They are not found intermixed
with the fossils of modern birds,
mammals or man. If all these life
forms had lived at the same time,
they should be mixed in the fossil
record.

Some try to rationalize the clear
separation between dinosaurs and
man by saying that when Noah’s
Flood came, dinosaurs were “swept
away” first, but that men and other
mammals swam, or were “bloated.”
or by some means “survived” so
their remains are found on top of
the earth’s sedimentary strata. But
man and many other mammals are
vastly inferior swimmers compared
to fish and marine reptiles. When
you really analyze that argument, it
just doesn’t hold water!

For these four reasons, we must
reject the traditional fundamentalist
idea that the earth and all life forms
that have ever appeared were cre-
ated a mere 6,000 years ago.

Yet the Bible does supply the an-
swer! It recognizes an inhabited
earth—a prehuman world—prior to
the creation week of Genesis .
Genesis 1:1 speaks of the original
creation: “In the beginning God
created the heaven and the earth.”
But between the first two verses of
Genesis, a time gap of unknown
length exists. Surprising as it may
seem, the Bible nowhere specifies

(Continued on page 41)
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(Questions

NSWers

We invite you, our readers, to
send in your questions on bib-
lically oriented prophetic,
doctrinal, historical and
Christian-living topics. While
we cannot promise that all
questions will be answered in
print, we will try to cover all
those that are of general inter-
est as space permits. Send
your questions to the appro-
priate address listed on the in-
side front cover, care of The
Plain Truth.

booklet called ‘The Book of
Revelation Unveiled at Last,” and I'm
still left confused as to where we
stand in Bible prophecy. What comes
first? The disease epidemics, or the
famines, or World War [lI? Maybe |
just don't get the full picture. What is
next in line for the earth? Can you tell
me?"

Q ““| have been reading your

Carl W.,
Omaha, Nebraska

It is difficult to pin down

exactly where, at any given
moment, we stand in the devel-
opment of Bible prophecy. While
there are many very specific proph-
ecies of particular events in the
Bible, we must also realize that
prophecy generalizes about many
end-time conditions. The events of
the Olivet prophecy (Matt. 24, Luke
21, Mark 13) and the correlating
events of Revelation 6 show a gen-
eral picture of what will happen
prior to the return of Jesus Christ:
False prophets, ‘wars, disease epi-
demics, famines and other proph-
esied events actually began in the
first century of the Christian eral
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There appears to be a certain dual-
ity or duplication of events involved.
All of the above-mentioned factors
were present to one degree or an-
other prior to the destruction of Je-
rusalem in A. D. 70. However, the
prospect of the total annihilation of
human life was not possible then—
in fact, it was not possible until re-
cently, with the ushering in of the
atomic age. It is to this end-time age
that Jesus was referring when He
said: "And if those days had not
been shortened, no human being
would be saved'' (Matt. 24:22, Re-
vised Standard Version).

It appears that the same type of
events (wars, pestilence, etc.) will
be repeated, with greater intensity,
just prior to the return of Jesus
Christ. Even now we see such
events occurring throughout the
world. Such happenings will stead-
ily build in intensity and culminate
in one last final war, earthquake,
famine and false prophet just before
Christ sets foot on the Mount of
Olives to take over the kingdoms of
this world. They cannot, however,
be placed in a neat package or one-
two-three order. There is a certain
amount of overlap. It is a mistake to
attempt to be too specific in dis-
cerning the fulfilment of certain
prophetic events. The main lesson
in prophecy is that Christians
should be prepared at all times by
maintaining a close relationship
with God so that when these events
begin to happen their salvation will
be assured in Christ. (For more on
this subject, write for the free book-
lets How to Understand Prophecy
and The United States and British
Commonwealth in Prophecy.)

“"What did Christ mean when
He referred to ‘salt which has
lost its savor'?"’
T.A.,
Portland, Oregon

Matthew 5:13 reads: '‘You

are the salt of the earth; but if
salt has lost its taste, how shall its
saltness be restored? It is no longer
good for anything except to be
thrown out . .." (RSV). Apparently
this was a common analogy with
Jesus, as similar words are found in
Mark 9:50 and Luke 14:34.

Natural Dead Sea salt is capable
of having the actual sodium chlo-
ride (table salt) leached out, leaving
only a residue of magnesium salts
which look like table salt but taste
bitter.

Jesus' message was that a per-
son can profess to be a Christian
but actually lack the distinguishing
characteristics of true Christianity.
Anyone having lost his essential
Christian “taste'" will be rejected by
God just as one would reject bitter
salt. For further information on ba-
sic Christianity, write for our free
booklet entited What Is a Real
Christian?

“In one of your past articles
you stated: ‘Believe it or not,
Jesus Christ did not convert one
single person during His entire
earthly ministry . . . . * Perhaps this is
a misprint, but | was taught that hun-
dreds, and perhaps even thousands,
became followers of Jesus Christ be-
fore He was crucified. To me, these
followers were converts."
J.C.,
Fulton, Missouri

Certainly Jesus had many fol-
lowers during His earthly min-
istry. The book of Matthew states
that ‘‘great multitudes followed
him" and ‘‘great multitudes came
unto him" (Matt. 8:1; 15:30). (See
also Luke 6:17; Matthew 21:1-11;
and John 12:19in this regard.)
However, being a follower of
Jesus Christ and being truly con-
verted are not one and the same
thing from the biblical point of view.
Conversion (being a real Christian)
by definition involves the receipt of
the Holy Spirit. Notice Romans 8:9:
“But ye are not in the flesh, but in
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the Spirit, if so be that the Spirit of
God dwell in you. Now if any man
have not the Spirit of Christ, he is
none of his."

Only a short time before the cru-
cifixion, Christ told Simon Peter:
“ ... And when thou art converted,
strengthen thy brethren’ (Luke
22:32)—acknowledging that Peter
was not as yet converted, in the
sense that he had not yet received
the Holy Spirit as a begettal from
the Father. Later—after Christ's
earthly ministry had been com-
pleted and He had been resur-
rected for nearly two months—Peter
did receive the Holy Spirit. (Read
the account in Acts 2.)

But there is no biblical record of a
single person ever receiving God's
Spirit during Christ's earthly minis-
try. True, many were baptized by
John, but it was only later that they
received the Spirit of God (Acts
19:1-7). For more on the subject of
baptism and conversion, write for
our free booklets All About Water
Baptism and Just What Do You
Mean—Conversion?

“While reading the book of
Revelation, | found that those
who live in Christ will find salvation
and will not have to suffer God's
wrath. Why then does Revelation 7:3-
8 talk of 144,000 of the children of
Israel being 'sealed’? This passage
sounds as though only peoples of
Israel will be spared. | am Eurasian.
What kind of chance do | have? Sup-
posedly, only those who have the
‘seal of God' will remain unharmed.
Please explain this to me and give me
some proof that |, who am without a
drop of Israelite blood, can have a
chance too.”
Barbara G.,
New York, New York

It is most emphatically not
true that only those who are
racially of the tribes of Israel will be
included in God's protection or
given salvation. Parts of the Bible
which allude to the protection of
God's people from ftribulation gen-
erally refer to the Church as a
whole, not just certaim segments of
it.
Revelation 7:3-8 is not an excep-
tion to this principle. Notice the
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context of verse 9 (RSV): *'After this
| looked, and behold, a great multi-
tude . . . from every nation, stand-
ing before the throne and before
the Lamb [Jesus Christ], clothed in
white robes [a symbol of righteous-
ness] . ... " This great multitude is
protected right along with the
144,000 before any further plagues
are allowed.

While the theocracy of ancient
Israel was composed of one man's
family and was therefore of a spe-
cific racial makeup, God's Church
today is composed of all races. The
apostle Paul wrote: "'For as many of
you as were baptized into Christ
have put on Christ. There is neither
Jew nor Greek [non-Israelite], there
is neither slave nor free, there is
neither male nor female; for you are
all one in Christ Jesus. And if you
are Christ's, then you are Abra-
ham's offspring, heirs according to
promise'’ (Gal. 3:27-29, RSV).
God's Church transcends all racial
and ethnic barriers.

The story of Carnelius the centu-
rion and his conversion in Acts 10
reveals that it is God's will to work
with people of all nations. Peter is
quoted as saying: “Truly | perceive
that God shows no partiality, but in
every nation any one who fears him
and does what is right is acceptable
to him" (verses 34-35, RSV). See
also Ephesians 2:11-19. For more
information on the book of Revela-
tion, send for your free copy of The
Book of Revelation Unveiled at
Last!

"Is cremation forbidden in the
Q Bible? Some religions would
have us believe this."
Cecil C.,
Van Nuys, California

The practice of cremation is

an ancient one. Many cul-
tures have practiced it, and it is
gaining popularity today.

However, biblical examples show
that simple burial was the custom of
the Hebrews who lived before
Christ (Gen. 15:15; 35:20;
50:5, 26).

According to the Bible taken as a
whole, the mode of a person’s bur-
ial is not of great importance. Jacob

was embalmed (Gen. 50:1-3), and
the Bible states that he will sit with
Abraham and Isaac in the Kingdom
of God (Luke 13:28). Christ was not
embalmed, but He was resurrected
to become the firstborn of many
brethren. Others who were mar-
tyred received no burial but were
torn asunder by wild beasts. They,
too, are promised a place in the
Kingdom.

So from a spiritual point of view,
what happens to the body after
death is inconsequential. Scripture
shows that it was the custom of the
Jews to merely wrap and bury
those who died (John 19:40).
Christ was buried according to that
custom.

As did Christ, the apostle Paul
spoke of death, burial and resurrec-
tion, likening the process to a seed
which is planted and germinates
(John 12:24-25; | Cor. 15:35-
37, 42-44). But regardless of
whether a body becomes dust or
ashes (burnt dust), the Bible prom-
ises that it will be resurrected (Acts
24:15; Rev. 20:12-15). Through the
power of God, both cremated and
buried bodies will be resurrected.
For further information on this sub-
ject, write for the free booklet After
Death—Then What? and also the
free reprint article “‘If You
Die . . . Will You Live Again?"'

Q “Did Noah really live 950
years? And did other Old Tes-
tament people really live hundreds of
years?"
R.L.,
QOakland, California

According to the biblical ac-

count, Noah and other pre-
Flood individuals did live nearly a
thousand years. The Hebrew word
for “'year” in Genesis is the same
one used elsewhere in the Old Tes-
tament, and the Greek word used in
the New Testament to refer to the
same period also means a normal
year (see Psalm 90:4 and Il Peter
3:8.) Many have offered various sci-
entific speculations as to why
people lived so long during the an-
tediluvian period, but the Bible does
not give us many clues to help un-
ravel this mystery. O
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U.S. STATIONS
Eastern Time

®*ALPENA — Channel 11, WBKB-TV, 12:00
noon Sun.

A'ELANTA — Channel 11, WXIA-TV, 10:30 a.m.
un.
BALTIMORE — Channel 45, WBFF-TV, 12:00
p.m. Sun.
BASNGOR — Channel 5, WABI-TV, 11:00 a.m.
un.

BINGHAMTON, N.Y. — Channel 40, WICZ-TV,
11:30 a.m. Sun.

BIRMINGHAM — Channel 6 WBRC-TV, 9:30
a.m. Sun.

CHARLESTON — Channel 2, WCBD-TV, 12:30
p.m. Sun.

CINCINNATI — Channel 5, WLWT-TV, 11:30
a.m. Sun.

COLUMBIA — Channel 19, WNOK-TV, 10:00
a.m. Sun.

COLUMBUS — Channel 4, WCMH-TV, 10:30
a.m. Sun.

| DJ\SYTON — Channel 2, WDTN-TV, 10:30 a.m.

un.

FLINT — Channel 12, WJRT-TV, 10:30 a.m.
Sun.

GREENVILLE, N.C. — Channel 9, WNCT-TV,
10:30 p.m. Sun.

®*GREENVILLE, S.C. — Channel 4, WFBC-TV,
9:30 a.m. Sun.

HUNTINGTON, W.V. — Channel 13, WOWK-
TV, 10:30 a.m. Sun.

INDIANAPOLIS — Channel 4, WTTV-TV, 11:30
a.m. Sat.

JACKSONVILLE — Channel 12, WTLV-TV,
12:30 p.m. Sat.

JOHNSON CITY — Channel 11, WJHL-TV,
10:30 a.m. Sun.

*LANSING — Channel 10, WILX-TV, 10:00 p.m.
Sun.

LOUISVILLE — Channel 41, WDRB-TV, 1:00
p.m. Sat.

NEW YORK — Channel 9, WOR-TV, Rotating
Schedule

PHILADELPHIA — Channel 17, WPHL-TV,
11:00 p.m. Sun.

PORTLAND — Channel B, WMTW-TV, 11:30
a.m. Sun.

PORTSMOUTH — Channel 10, WAVY-TV,
11:00 a.m. Sun.

PROVIDENCE — Channel 12, WPRI-TV, 1:00
p.m. Sat.

SALISBURY — Channel 16, WBOC-TV, 11:00
a.m. Sun.

SOUTH BEND — Channel 22, WSBT-TV, 12:00
noon Sun.

SPRINGFIELD — Channel 40, WHYN-TV, 1:00
p.m. Sat.

STEUBENVILLE — Channel 9, WSTV-TV, 12:00
noon Sun.

WASHINGTON, D.C. — Channel 7, WMAL-TV,
10:00 a.m. Sun.

WILMINGTON — Channel 6, WECT-TV, 11:30
a.m. Sun.

Central Time

ABSILENE — Channel 12, KTXS-TV, 5:30 p.m.
un.

ALEXANDRIA — Channel 5, KALB-TV, 10:00
a.m. Sun.

AMARILLO — Channel 10, KFDA-TV,
a.m. Sun.

BEAUMONT — Channel 12, KBEMT-TV, 12:00
noon Sun.

BISMARCK — Channel 5, KFYR-TV,
noon Sat.

CI-éICI\GO — Channel 44, WSNS-TV, 9:30 p.m.

un.

CORPUS CHRISTI — Channel 3, KIII-TV, 10:00
a.m. Sun.

DOTHAN — Channel 18, WDHN-TV, 8:30 a.m.
Sun.

FARGO — Channel 11, KTHI-TV, 12 noon Sun.

*FT. SMITH — Channel 5, KFSM-TV, 12:00 p.m.
Sat.

FTS WORTH — Channel 11, KTVT-TV, 1:30 p.m.
un.

*GARDEN CITY — Channel 11, KGLD-TV, 1:30
p.m. Sun.

GREAT BEND — Channel 2, KCKT-TV, 1:30
p.m. Sun.

HATTIESBURG — Channel 7, WDAM-TV, 3:00
p.m. Sun.
HOUSTON — Channel 39, KHTV-TV, 9:30 a.m.
Sat.
HUNTSVILLE — Channel 48, WYUR-TV, 5:30
p.m. Sun.
KANSAS CITY — Channel 4, WDAF-TV, 12:30
p.m. Sun.
KESI\HNEV — Channel 13, KHGI-TV, 12:30 p.m.
un.
*LUBBOCK — Channel 11, KCED-TV, 12:00
noon Sun.
LUFKIN — Channel 9, KTRE-TV, 2:00 p.m. Sun.

MgCOOK — Channel 8, KOMC-TV, 1:30 p.m.
un.

MERIDIAN — Channel 11, WTOK-TV, 10:00
a.m. Sun.

MISDLAND — Channel 2, KMID-TV, 12:00 noon
at.

*MOBILE, — Channel 5, WKRG-TV, 11:30 a.m.
Sun.
MgNROE — Channel 10, KTVE-TV, 9:30 a.m.
un.
MONTGOMERY — Channel 32, WKAB-TV, 3:30
p.m. Sun.
NEW ORLEANS — Channel 4, WWL-TV, 11:00
a.m. Sun.
NORTH PLATTE — Channel 2, KNOP-TV, 6:30
p.m. Mon.
OKLAHOMA CITY — Channel 5, KOCO-TV,
11:30 a.m. Sun.
OgAHA — Channel 6, WOWT-TV, 3:00 p.m.
at.

*PEORIA — Channel 19, WRAU-TV, 10:30 a.m.
Sun.

11:30

12:00

ROCKFORD — Channel 13, WREX-TV, 9:00
a.m. Sun.

SHREVEPORT — Channel 6, KTAL-TV, 12:00
noon Sat.

SIOUX CITY — Channel 14, KMEG-TV, 11:30
a.m. Sun.

SPRINGFIELD MO. — Channel 27, KMTC-TV,
9:30 a.m. Sun.

SPRINGFIELD — Channel 20, WICS-TV, 12:30
p.m. Sat.

‘I"ESIIPLE — Channel 6, KCEN-TV, 1:00 p.m.
un.

TOPEKA — Channel 27, KTSB-TV, 12:00 noon
Sat.

TUSPELO — Channel 9, WTWV-TV, 5:00 p.m.
at.

TYLER — Channel 7, KLTV-TV, 10:30 p.m. Sun.

WICHITA — Channel 3, KARD-TV, 4:30 p.m.
Sun.

WICHITA FALLS — Channel 6, KAUZ-TV, 2:30
p.m. Sat.

Mountain Time

BOISE — Channel 6, KIVI-TV, 11:00 a.m. Sun.

GRAND JUNCTION — Channel 5, KREX-TV,
4:30 p.m. Mon.

GREAT FALLS — Channel 5, KFBB-TV, 9:30
a.m. Sun.

MILES CITY — Channel 3, KYUS-TV, 10:30
a.m. Sun.

MITCHELL, 5.D. — Channel 5, KXON-TV, 8:00
p.m. Sun.

PUEBLO — Channel 5, KOAA-TV, 9:30 a.m.
Sun.

R%SWELL — Channel 40, KBIM-TV, 12:00 noon

un.

SALT LAKE CITY — Channel 5, KSL-TV, 12:30

p.m. Sat.

TUCSON — Channel 9, KGUN-TV, 11:30 a.m.
Sun.

Pacific Time

ANCHORAGE — Channel 13, KIMO-TV, 6:30
p.m. Wed.

Cl-élco — Channel 12 KHSL-TV, 10:30 a.m.

un.

FAIRBANKS — Channel 11, KTVF-TV, 5:00
p.m. Sat.

HONOLULU — Channel 2, KHON-TV,
a.m. Sun.

LOS ANGELES — Channel 9, KHJ-TV, 10:00
p.m. Sun.

PORTLAND — Channel 12, KPTV-TV, 11:00
a.m. Sat.

RENO — Channel 2, KTVN-TV, 3:00 p.m. Sat.

SACRAMENTO — Channel 13, KOVR-TV, 11:00
a.m. Sun.

SALINAS — Channel 8, KSBW-TV, 9:30 a.m.
Sun.

TJRSCOMJ\ — Channel 11, KSTW-TV, 11:30 a.m.
at,

10:00

CANADIAN STATIONS
Newfoundland Time

*SAINT JOHN'S — Channel 6, CJON-TV, 1:00
p-m. Sun.
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Atlantic Time
HALIFAX — Channel 5, CJCH-TV, 2:00 p.m.
Sun.
MONCTON N.B. — Channel 2, CKCW-TV, 2:00
p-m. Sun,

SYDNEY — Channel 4, CJCB-TV, 2:00 p.m.
Sun.

Eastern Time
BARRIE — Channel 3, CKVR-TV, 12:00 p.m.

Sun.

KINGSTON — Channel 11, CKWS-TV, 12:00
noon Sat.

MONTREAL — Channel 12, CFCF-TV, 5:30 p.m.
Sun.

NORTH BAY — Channel 4, CHNB-TV, 1 p.m
Sun.

PETERBOROUGH — Channel 12, CHEX-TV,
12:30 p.m. Sat.

QUEBEC CITY — Channel 5, CKMI-TV, 12:00
noon Sun.

SAULT STE. MARIE — Channel 2, CJIC-TV,
9:30 a.m. Sat.

SUDBURY — Channel 9, CKNC-TV, 1:00 p.m.
Sun,

THUNDER BAY — Channel 4, CHFD-TV, 1:30
p.m. Sun.

TIMMINS — Channel 6, CFCL-TV, 1:00 p.m.
Sun.

Central Time
BRANDON — Channel 5, CKX-TV, 12:30 p.m
Sun
REGINA — Channel 2, CKCK-TV, 12 noon Sun

S%SKATOON — Channel 8, CFQC-TV, 12 noon
un.

SWIFT CURRENT — Channel 5, CJFB-TV,
11:15 p.m. Sun

WINNIPEG — Channel 7, CKY-TV, 12 noon
Sun.

YORKTON — Channel 3, CKOS-TV, 12 noon
Sun.

Mountain Time
CnSLGARY — Channel 4, CFCN-TV, 4:00 p.m
un.

EDMONTON — Channel 3, CFRAN-TV, 11:00
a.m. Sun.

LLOYDMINSTER — Channel 2, CKSA-TV, 9:30
a.m. Sun,

Pacific Time
DAWSON CREEK — Channel 5, CJDC-TV, 5:30

p.m. Sun

VANCOUVER — Channel 8, CHAN-TV, 11:30
a.m. Sun

VICTORIA — Channel 6, CHEK-TV, 11:30 a.m
Sun

WHITEHORSE — Channels 2, 4, 5, 7, 9, 13,
WHTV-TV, 7:00 p.m. Sun

Please check your local listing for pos-
sible time or day changes.
*denotes new stations or changes.
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Garner Ted Armsirong
COMMENTARY

Now expanding to your area

Garner Ted Armstrong, long known for his lucid,
provocative, and insightful commentaries on con-
temporary world events, can now be seen and
heard on many additional stations throughout the
United States and Canada. In fact, Garner Ted Arm-
strong’s five-minute radio commentaries are being
broadcast on so many new stations, we are not able
to provide a listing in this issue. We suggest you
check your local radio
and TV listings for pro-
grams in your area,

or write directly to

Garner Ted Armstrong,

Pasadena, CA 91123
for an updated world-
wide Radio/TV Log. -
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by Robert A. Ginskey

hat hap‘pens when an ordi-

nary group of people is sud-

denly plunged into a

catastrophic situation? Perhaps it's

a sinking ship, or a raging fire. Per-

haps a crippled jumbo jet, a devas-

tating earthquake, or a volcanic
holocaust.

What happens at such traumatic
moments? A ‘‘hero'’ arises, of
course, and through his daring ex-
ploits manages to save all those in
distress. Or maybe, in spite of his
heroic efforts, he only saves a few
fortunate souls, including himself.
Would you believe he saves no one,
including himself?

Somewhere among the above
scenarios is a winning plot for any
number of disaster movies—an art
form apparently well suited to
today's film audiences.

It all started back in 1973 when
The Poseidon Adventure—a rather
contrived tale of a ship turned up-
side down—became a box-office
sensation. Though the plot was
weak, the Poseidon disaster struck
a responsive chord in millions of
viewers. How responsive? Over 160
million dollars gross so far!

Poseidon’s economic success
was not lost on Hollywood film
makers, and soon a whole bevy of
disaster flicks began to parade be-
fore ftitillated viewers. The movie
Earthquake literally shakes au-
diences in their seats with ““Sen-
surround’’ superspeakers, as
viewers watch Los Angeles
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crumble. The 135-story
Towering Inferno proves
conclusively that a good fire makes
a far better star than even the best
actor (yes, that includes Paul New-
man). Then there's Airport 1975,
which portrays a case of jumbo jet
jitters after a midair collision inca-
pacitates the captain. The corny
plot is melodramatic and the special
effects are hokey, but the flick is at
least good for a few laughs. And of
course we can't forget The Hinden-
berg, that colossal disaster film in
which George C. Scott joins 34
other characters who all manage to
die in the final horrific holocaust.

A half dozen more quintessential
disasters are currently being pro-
duced or considered. Is there an
ultimate disaster movie yet to be
released? Warner Brothers' The
Day the World Ended, scheduled to
be completed sometime next year,
promises to feature ‘“‘the world's
worst volcanic eruption, tidal wave,
and earthquake." Simultaneously.
In a final blaze of glory—with "'Sen-
surround’’-type special effects—
some 64,000 people die in ten
minutes.

But why the disaster movie?
Wherein lies its special appeal?

A fascination with others' mis-
fortunes is a perennial proclivity of
mankind. From rubbernecking
freeway drivers to the gawking
crowds around a local fire, men
have always displayed an almost
morbid interest in the tragedies and
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cataclysms that befall others.

Yet the current spate of disaster
movies may be saying as much
about the times in which we live as
about human nature itself. Ever
since ''the Bomb," people have
lived with the uneasy feeling that
disaster lurks just around the cor-
ner. More recently, a whole series
of crises have weighed heavily on
our minds—freakish weather, en-
ergy shortages, pollution, inter-
national conflicts, shaky econ-
omies—crises which seemingly have
no easy solutions.

Especially in the Western world, it
seems we live not in the great so-
ciety, but in the impotent society.
Beset by gargantuan global crises
totally out of our personal control,
perhaps it is not surprising that
people have welcomed the amuse-
ment-park mentality of the disaster
movie. The President can't save us,
but Steve McQueen can!

The ancient Romans found diver-
sion and entertainment in life-and-
death confrontations of man
against beast, or man against man.
Hundreds of thousands flocked to
the Circus Maximus in Rome,
where they vicariously experienced
the ultimate in gripping human
trauma and disaster.

Of course, the peoples of the
Western world are not Romans, and
the mechanically contrived horrors
of modern disaster movies are not
reflecting real human suffering. But
the similarities are striking. Are we
like the ancient Romans just before
their fall?

Disaster-movie mania. Perhaps
it's just a fad. But it just might be a
sobering symptom of a civilization
whose ship has turned upside
down, whose captain is no longer
at the controls, and whose whole
fabric, if not about to be consumed
in some kind of final holocaust, is at
least in serious need of repair. O

RECOMMENDED READING

Many of the same basic mistakes that
weakened the mighty Roman Empire
before its fall are now being repeated in
America, Britain and the rest of the
Western world. These major mistakes
are cataloged in our full-color booklet
entitled The Modern Romans. Write for
your free copy today.
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CONVERSION

(Continued from page 3)

by His GIFT actually come INTO us,
begetting us with eternal life as His
children.

3) The idea that Christ abolished
the Law of the GOVERNMENT OF
Gop.

All through the centuries since
around A.D. 68-70, false gospels
have been preached. The WHOLE
WORLD has been DECEIVED (Rev.
12:9). The true Church virtually
went underground. The true gospel
had to be taught secretly—not pub-
licly to the world. But by autumn
1927, we had arrived at the time of
the generation during which the
KINGDOM OF Gop will be estab-
lished; Christ shall come in AL-
MIGHTY POWER AND GLORY and rule
the world.

It will mark the END of this world.
It will bring in the happy, joyous,
PEACEFUL WORLD TOMORROW.

The time had come when God
wanted the imminent coming of His
KINGDOM ANNOUNCED.

And He was calling me for that
PURPOSE!

Search for Truth

I was angered by this DOUBLE chal-
lenge—my wife’s and my sister-in-
law’s—into the most intensive study
and research of my life.

But 1 wanted ALL THE FACTS on
BOTH SIDES. | wanted the TRUTH!

I delved through Darwin, Haec-
kel, Huxley, Lyell, Lamarck—all the
foremost advocates of evolution. I
went into Genesis THOROUGHLY. |
used all the commentaries, Bible
dictionaries, lexicons, religious ency-
clopedias, concordances—all the
Bible helps. I sought for and ob-
tained all the literature I could
AGAINST the Sabbath. But proof had
to come from the Bible. I entered
into the first real study of the Bible
of my life.

I was literally STUNNED when I
saw, in Romans 6:23, that the pen-
alty for sin is DEATH! Since child-
hood, in Sunday school, I had been
brought up to believe the penalty
for sin is ETERNAL LIFE—in hellfire—
a fire that continues burning FOR-
EVER, but never burns up. Then the

latter half of the same verse:
“. .. but the GIFT of God is ETERNAL
LIFE through Jesus Christ our Lord.”
That completely floored me! Always
I had been taught I already had eter-
nal life; I was an immortal soul.
And did not my church get its teach-
ing from the Bible? Surely all these
churches couldn’t be wrong!

But there it was in PLAIN LAN-
GUAGE—in the Bible! I was dumb-
founded to read, TwiICE, in the
Bible: “The souL that sinneth,
1T sHALL DIE” (Ezek. 18:4, 20).

Then I read: “The ETERNAL GoOD
formed man of the dust of the
ground, and breathed into his nos-
trils the breath of life; and MAN
[dust of the ground] BECAME a living
souL” (Gen. 2:7). The souL, then,
came from the ground and is MOR-
TAL. God said to our first parents
that if they took of the forbidden
fruit, they would SURELY DIE. But
they did not believe wHAT GobD
SAID. Satan said they would Nort
die—that is, they were immortal
souls—and they believed Satan as
mankind has ever since.

I give you this one fllustration out
of many to show you that I found
clear evidence with my own eyes, in
the Bible, that “all these churches
CAN be wrong”; that they do not get
their teachings from the Bible, but
in most basic truths are DECEIVED
into teaching precisely the oPPOSITE
of the Bible.

I PROVED evolution untrue. For a
while I believed it—as long as I stud-
ied Darwin, and especially Haeckel,
Huxley and such advocates, without
looking at the other side of the coin.
And when I did clearly examine the
other side, which included an IN-
DEPTH study of the Bible, I PROVED
evolution to be a FALSE THEORY—an
actual FABLE that has DECEIVED the
whole intellectual and “educated”
world!

I PROVED the existence of GoD as
Creator, Designer, Giver and
Source of LIFE, and the basic Source
of all RIGHT KNOWLEDGE.

Most Important Commission

Further, I PROVED to my own satis-
faction that the HoLy BIBLE as orig-
inally written is the infallible

REVELATION of basic KNOWLEDGE |

from Gop—in other words, the in-
fallible Word of God.

And I found in it the MISSING DI-
MENSION IN KNOWLEDGE—undiscov-
ered by science, never revealed by
religion, unknown and untaught by
higher education! By the “missing
dimension in knowledge,” I mean
the answers to questions such
as, Who are we? Why are we?
Where are we going? What is
the way? Why can’t we have world
peace?

WHAT HAD HAPPENED?

I didn’t realize it then, but God
was now calling me to prepare me
for the MOST IMPORTANT COMMIS-
SION in more than 1900 years!

But wHY ME?

It seemed absurd—it still does
now—for I did not fully realize the
full force of what was happening
then. I have known hundreds of
men greater than I—with better
minds, more capacity of mind,
stronger personalities, greater abil-
ity—and YET, GOD HAS CHOSEN
NONE OF THEM!

WHY? As I look back over the
years at what Gobp has done through
me, I shake my head in bewildered
disbelief. But God did prepare me.
He brought me down low. He took
away all that built-up false pride,
self-confidence, cocksureness, van-
ity, desire for material rewards.

What very few realize is that Gop
does not choose men as people do.
God does not call to His service the
GREAT, but the humble—or those He
can reduce wuntil they become
humble.

God says: “For ye see your call-
ing [to His service], brethren, how
that not many wise men after the
flesh, not many mighty, not many
noble, are called: But God hath
chosen the foolish [those who seem
so to men] things of the world to
confound the wise; and God hath
chosen the weak things of the
world . . .” (I Cor. 1:26-27).

What about the PROUD—as I once
was? “God resisteth the proud, but
giveth grace unto the humble”
(James 4:6; I Pet. 5:5). He certainly
resisted me, humbled me, brought
me ready to accept HIS TRUTH as He
now finally revealed it to me.

But do not suppose that I quickly
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| and easily came to admit my wife

was right. I spent a solid six months
in virtual night-and-day study de-
termined to find the TRUTH. The
TRUTH which God did reveal to me
is not what I then wanted or was

| searching for. But in the search I left

no stone unturned.

Six-Month Study

This intensive six-month study was
only the beginning. It still continues
today in my 85th year. But it took
that first six months to bring me to
see the basic TRUTH—to see that /
had been wrong! To find, for the first
time, God’s TRUTH. And, as I have
said, in the meantime God was soft-
ening me up for the final blow—
humbling me, taking away that ex-
alted seLr-confidence and vanity.
He was bringing down my morale.

[ found that I had to replace SELF-
confidence with the NEwW coN-
FIDENCE which is FAITH.

Now came the greatest inner
battle of my life.

To accept the TRUTH meant—so |
supposed—to cut me off from all
former friends, business associates
and acquaintances, and all ties to
business. It meant GIvING up all |
had my heart set on since age 16.

It meant a TOTAL CHANGE of life.
It meant a CHANGE from the “GET”
way of this world to the “GIVE” way
of God—to God’s way of LOVE.

But then, at the same time, I had
been beaten down. I had been bro-
ken in human spirit, frustrated. I
had come to decide that I had
entirely overrated myself all
these years. I was not the superior
person my employer had made me
think I was at age 16. I came to
acknowledge, “I’'m nothing but a
burned-out hunk of junk not worthy

to be thrown on the junk pile.”

Now came my real conversion—or
the first beginning phase of it!

In desperation, I threw myself on
God’s mercy. My life was worth
nothing more to me; and I said to
God that I knew I had nothing to
offer Him, but if He would forgive
me, take me as HIS, give me by His
grace His Holy Spirit, I would GIVE
MYSELF TO HIM for the remainder of
my life. If He could put to any use
this worthless dreg of humanity, I
would accept Jesus Christ as per-
sonal Savior, and give what was left
of this worthless self to Him!

I was in dead earnest! I MEANT 1T!
And I still MEAN 171!

Next came an intensive study into
biblical teaching about water bap-
tism. I was brought up in a Protes-
tant church that does not believe in
water baptism. But I found that I
had to be baptized and that there
was no PROMISE I would receive the
Holy Spirit until water baptism.

I will cover that and the facts of
my receiving the Holy Spirit in the
next issue of The Plain Truth.

Questions To Be Answered

Does a sudden physical sensation
accompany the receiving of the
Holy Spirit? Must one “speak with
tongues” (that is, in some unknown
language) to prove he has received
the Holy Spirit?

What about all these questions?
And once “saved”—having accepted
Christ as Savior—are you ALWAYS
saved, no matter how you live there-
after?

[ repeat the question: Is con-
version a sudden EXPERIENCE, OF s it
a lifelong PROCESS?

I have not yet answered those

questions. I have not yet told you of |

| my EXPERIENCE of receiving the

Holy Spirit. There is MUCH MORE TO

| COME in this series. O

RECOMMENDED READING

Herbert W. Armstrong, Plain Truth
Editor-in-Chief, has written several eye-
opening booklets containing detailed
explanations of the topics broached in
the above article. The titles are: Which
Day Is the Christian Sabbath?, Does
God Exist?, What Is the True Gospel?
and All About Water Baptism. Please
write for your free copies. Addresses
are on the inside front cover.

CONVERSION

or I'rfelong process?
How do you define the word
conversion? An adoption of
religious belief? A ‘“born-
again” experience? Contrary
to popular belief, the Bible
teaches that there is more to
conversion than a singular
event, a one-time change. In
the booklet Just What Do You
Mean—Conversion? Herbert
Armstrong supplies valuable
insights on the subject.
Reguest your
free copy by
returning the
coupon on
the back cov-
erofthismag-
azine.

Personal from...

(Continued from page 1)
sight.” I asked this man if he kept
God’s commandments.

“No!” he said emphatically. “The
commandments were done away.”
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I talked to him awhile but did not
pray for him—for that matter he did
not ask me to—but said that if he
would like, I would call again. This I
did, and he ridiculed God’s com-
mandments, and still did not
request that I pray for him. I had
given up on him.

Then one day months later, when
I was driving past his street off Fos-
ter Road, I wondered if I ought to

stop and see him again but decided
against it.

At the very next block that same
UNSEEN STRONG HAND took hold of
my steering wheel, and, in spite of
my trying with all my strength to
keep the steering wheel driving the
car straight ahead on Foster Road,
it turned me onto this side street. I
was shocked—frightened. I had tried
to hold the steering wheel steady. I
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tried to resist the invisible force,
turning the wheel with all my might,
but failed. Suddenly I found myself
driving down this side street.

“Oh well,” I thought, “I’ll drive to
the next cross street and turn back.”
But at the end of the block the street
turned right oNLY. I was now forced
to turn right and the street then
turned right again, into the very street
where the paralyzed man lived.

By this time I decided it had been
an angel that turned me there and
that God wanted me to see this man
again. I found him now stricken
with blood poisoning—the doctors
giving him less than 24 hours to live.

I told him how I had been mirac-
ulously brought there.

“I believe God wants to PROVE TO
You that He will heal you I1F you
will obey Him and keep His com-
mandments,” I said. “If you want, I
will pray for the healing of the
blood poisoning to SAVE YOUR LIFE.
And if then you will repent and
obey Him, I will pray for your
twisted spine and paralytic condi-
tion and HE WILL HEAL YOU.”

“Yes,” he answered. “You pray
for the healing of the blood poison-
ing to save my life.”

I did. I called again the next day.
He was COMPLETELY HEALED of the
blood poisoning, to the doctors’ as-
tonishment.

But as for keeping God’s com-
mandments, he only laughed . in
scorn.

“God has PROVED to you by this
test that He will heal you of your
paralytic condition IF you will obey
Him. Since you refuse, and ridicule
and make fun of His command-
ments, there is nothing more I can
do for you. I am terribly disap-
pointed and sorry. Good-bye.”

I have never seen or heard of that
man since.

There have been numerous times
when I know God has providen-
tially saved my life and protected
me from harm. He has kept me in
vigorous health most of the time,
healed me when ill—which is sel-
dom—watched over me. I am grate-
ful beyond words. With David 1 say,
“Oh how love I thy law.... Thou
through thy commandments hast
made me wiser than mine enemies:
for they are ever with me” (Ps.
119:97-98). 0O
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SAINT OR SINNER

(Continued from page 29)

scribes and Pharisees. “For when
John came to show you the right
way to live, you did not believe
him, but the tax-gatherers and
prostitutes did; and even when you
had seen that, you did not change
your minds and believe him”
(Matt. 21:31-32, The New English
Bible).

Today, the individual Christian
can fall into the same trap as Saul
and the Pharisees if he begins to
equate righteousness or the absence
of sin with such things as times, cy-
cles and dates, technical points of
doctrine, dress and dietary codes,
or length and/or frequency of per-
sonal prayer and Bible study.
While these things can certainly
help, of and by themselves they are
not esoteric keys to the Kingdom
that will somehow guarantee per-
petual grace and favor with the Al-
mighty.

If a person’s righteousness is
based on outward observance
rather than inner conviction he
could easily be thrown into a state
of spiritual disequilibrium when
changes take place in his most
cherished points of practice. If the
individual then insists on retaining
his outward formulas to the letter,
like some kind of spiritual security
blanket, he could end up like the
Pharisees and scribes who found it
difficult to make any kind of mean-
ingful response to the message
Christ brought.

God is looking for the individual
who is willing to admit he has been
wrong, not one who is too self-righ-
teous to ever be willing. The man
who is hung vup about his outward
righteousness may ultimately end
up being the last one to really get
the message. O

RECOMMENDED READING

Several of our Worldwide Church of
God publications are germane to the
above subject. To receive your free
copies, simply request them by fitle:
What Is a Real Christian? What Do You
Mean . . . Salvation? and Just What Do
You Mean . . . Kingdom of God? (Mail-
ing addresses are on inside front
cover.)

DINOSAURS

(Continued from page 33)

the time of the original creation;
perhaps it was billions of years ago.

Nor does the creation week of
Genesis constitute the only time of
creation. This is evident from verse
2 of Genesis 1, where we find some-
thing unexpected—the earth “was
[became] without form, and void.”
Isaiah 14 and Ezekiel 28 show the
earth was at one time under the rule
of the archangel Lucifer, and that
his rule occurred before the Genesis
account of the creation of man.
(Write for the free booklet Did God
Create a Devil?) Thus the creation
described in Genesis 1, beginning
with verse 2, is a later creation, after
the world of the dinosaur. Indeed,
the Bible never mentions dinosaurs,
though it does name many other
creatures.

The creation described in Gen-
esis—that of mammals, birds, flow-
ering plants and man—is that of an
era following the dinosaur world. It
is actually a re-creation, a refurbish-
ing of an already existing earth.

Both the Bible and the strati-
graphic record show that the only
sensible answer is that the' dino-
saurs and their world existed before
the creation of man and the cre-
ation week of Genesis 1.

With this overview of the age of
reptiles, the facts of science and the
account in Genesis take on new
meaning. There is no real conflict
between science and the Bible. But a
seeming conflict sometimes arises
because men have misunderstood
and misinterpreted not only the fos-
sil record but also the biblical ac-
count.

These truths have been lost to a
world taught to believe either in the
Bible-denying theory of evolution
and a totally uniformitarian inter-
pretation of geology or in the unten-
able “religious™ concept of a 6,000-
year-old earth and a geology based
entirely on Noah’s Flood.

Dinosaurs do not disprove the
Bible; there is no conflict between
the fossil record and Scripture. In-
stead, science and the Bible mu-
tually amplify and complement
each other. O
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(Continued from page 6)

tration to renege on its com-
mitments. The South Africans were
then compelled to retreat lest they
appear to be fighting the West’s war
all alone.

The ghost of Vietnam stalking
Capitol Hill administered the coup
de grace to a campaign that came
within an inch of victory!

According to Moss, the “most
damning factor” in the Angolan fi-
asco was the “failure of nerve in
Washington.” Political columnist
“Dawie,” writing in Die Burger of
Cape Town, adds: “Ironically, the
chain broke at what should have
been its strongest link—Washing-
ton...when, thanks to an almost
laughably small South African mili-
tary presence, an overall military
victory was in sight.”

The South African government
only recently revealed the extent of
its involvement in Angola, corrobo-
rating many of Moss’s findings. A
South African Defense Ministry
spokesman admitted that “political
reasons” necessitated South Africa’s
pullback, adding that “our forces
were obliged to leave the way open
for the Communists.”

Moscow had indeed perceived the
American post-Vietnam, no-fight
mood correctly. Summarized Moss:
“The Communist invasion of An-
gola was a step toward the fulfill-
ment of Russia’s grand design: the
domination of the whole of southern
Africa.

“By giving up in Angola, the
Western powers threw away a
unique opportunity to hold the line
against Soviet expansion in south-
ern Africa. Why unique? Because in
Angola, the reality of the Soviet
threat was not obscured by racial
sentiment—at any rate, not until
Marxist propagandists set about
trying to turn the South Africans
into the villains of the peace.

“The war in Angola was not a war
of black men versus white men. It
was a war between rival black guer-
rilla movements and their foreign
helpers.”

The loss of Angola immediately
led to a switch in African policy by
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Washington, in an attempt to get
back into the ball game before the
Russians won everything hands
down.

Next Stop: Rhodesia

Previous support, however tacit in
nature, for the existing governments
in Rhodesia and South Africa, was
dropped. In a major speech in Lu-
saka, Zambia, in the summer of
1976, U.S. Secretary of State Kiss-
inger announced that the United
States would do everything in its
power to push for “majority rule” in
Rhodesia. The hope was that in so

The true story of the
1975 Angolan civil war
reveals a shocking
timidity prevailed in
Washington; America’s
nerve collapsed
when victory for
Western-backed forces
was in sight.

doing, power could be peacefully
and orderly transferred to moderate
black leaders; that the majority of
Rhodesia’s whites (the backbone of
Rhodesia’s economy) would stay
on; that radical black leaders sup-
ported by Moscow’s guns would be
shut out of power; and thus that a
future Zimbabwe (the black nation-
alist name for Rhodesia) could be
kept in the Western camp.

Last September, the United
States and Britain put heavy pres-
sure on Rhodesia’s Prime Minister
[an Smith to accept a two-year time-
table to institute black majority rule.

Smith accepted the so-called
“Kissinger proposals,” having little
other choice. But the plan never got
off the ground. Moscow’s bet was
placed not on forces favoring West-
ern-oriented majority rule, but on
two competing “freedom fighter”
movements tenuously united under
the banner of the “Patriotic Front.”

So too was the wager placed by
the leaders of the “front-line” states
around Rhodesia. They had hedged
their bets at first, but Angola’s col-

lapse was now a crystal-clear signal
to them of Western weakness.
Therefore, even moderate black
leaderships moved slowly but surely
into the militant camp.

Smith, however, has so far deter-
mined not to deal with those whom
he says are “externally based terror-
ist leaders who, without any shadow
of doubt, are the tools of Russian
imperialism who say quite openly
they intend to take Rhodesia
through the barrel of the gun.”

In accordance with his acceptance
of the principle of “majority rule,”
Smith is hopeful of arranging an
internal settlement with black lead-
ers truly representative of Rho-
desia’s six million blacks, who are
also willing to guarantee in a new
constitution the rights of all Rhode-
sians, including the white minority.

Yet both the British and Ameri-
can governments now say they will
not support an internal settlement;
that Smith must also negotiate with
the two Patriotic Front leaders, one
of whom has vowed to bring Smith
and all others associated with the
Rhodesian government to trial after
he comes to power.

One of Smith’s cabinet ministers
has asked, with no small degree of
consternation: “Are they [the Brit-
ish] seriously suggesting that the
whole of this business is not about
the will of the majority of the
people? If it is not, what is it all
about? Do Great Britain and
the . .. others favour the expression
of the will of the majority, or do
they favour a minority authoritarian
imposition? The question’ is as
simple as that.”

No Courage, No Will

It will be extremely difficult for
black leaders inside Rhodesia to as-
sume political power if the Western
world does not support them. Which
leads to some interesting questions:
Why are the Western powers not
backing up their own majority-rule
policy in Rhodesia? Why have they,
in effect, washed their hands of the
problem and thrown in their lot
with the Russian-backed side?

“The reasons are simple,” an-
swers the noted political analyst for
London’s Sunday Telegraph, Per-
egrine Worsthorne. “They dread the
consequences of backing a settle-
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ment which might exacerbate the
guerrilla war rather than put an end
to it, preferring peace at any price,
even if this does mean a Marxist-
dominated Rhodesia. The possibility
of their being dragged in to help
defend a Rhodesian settlement
[which they themselves proposed in
the first place] which did not have
the backing of the front-line states is
one which they are simply not pre-
pared to risk.”

Because of the total confusion
and lack of vision, courage and will
in the West, the scene is set, say
columnists Rowland Evans and
Robert Novak, for “the overt ap-
pearance of a Soviet scavenger
ready to promote civil war in Rho-
desia, just as the Russians did in
Angola.”

“In Angola,” continue Evans and
Novak, “the U.S. Congress refused
to allow the Ford administration to
raise a finger on behalf of the West.
Repetition of that congressional pol-
icy in Rhodesia would go far toward
elevating the Soviets to political
power in southern Africa. That Afri-
can raw materials and control of sea
lanes around the Cape of Good
Hope just happen to be essential for
the West’s security has made no im-
pression yet on Capitol Hill.”

Where, if anywhere, will the So-
viet challenge finally be met? South
Africa? Western Europe? The east
coast of the United States?

Analogy to Rome

The problem, in the final analysis, is
not with an ascendant Soviet em-
pire, but with a decaying Western
civilization. As Robert Moss wrote
on another occasion, drawing an
analogy to the crumbling Roman
empire: “The decline of the West is
to be measured in psychological and
social rather than military or eco-
nomic terms. Put at its simplest, the
decline is the result of a loss of faith
in Western values...and a con-
sequent reluctance to defend them
where they are threatened.... The
outer provinces are lost, but since
life is still pleasant enough in Rome,
we can forget about which provinces
will be next.

“The Russians (and still less the
Chinese) are not in themselves the
danger. The barbarians—and I use
the word ‘barbarian’ in Lenin’s
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sense, to mean an enemy of the cul-
ture, psychology and morality of the
West—are always there waiting. But
the barbarians only press on to the
gates when the empire is dying from
within.”

In a symposium reported in the
July 1975 issue of Commentary en-
titled “America Now: A Failure of
Nerve,” Edmund Sillman, director of
the Hudson Institute of Europe,
concluded his essay as follows:
“America has lost more than morale
in the last two or three decades. It
has lost genuine qualities. . . . It is as
stark as this: America today is like

“That African raw
materials and control
of sea lanes around the
Cape of Good Hope
just happen to be
essential for the West’s
security has made no
impression yet on
Capitol Hill.”

—Syndicated news columnists
Rowland Evans and Robert Novak

Britain in the 1950s. It is the inner
strength of the country that is going,
its productivity, social cohesion, se-
riousness. Just as for Britain, there
are practical choices to be made in
America—on the inner front. Ulti-
mately the choices reduce them-
selves to one: up or down. But make
no mistake. Just as for Britain, there
is a way down.”

Power Without Purpose Means Little

America’s collapsed, confused pol-
icy in Africa, highlighted by the
thrown-away victory in Angola,
may eventually prove to be as disas-
trous as the aftereffects of its 12-
year no-win agony in southeast
Asia.

The potential international rami-
fications are frightening, and de-
structive to the whole cause of world
peace. For these questions must be
asked: Where do America’s major
allies such as those in Western Eu-
rope and Asia stand now? Will a
timid America ensure the rapid ex-

pansion of nuclear weapons as na-
tion after nation in the free world
looks to its own resources to meet
the Soviet challenge?

Without the courage to defend its
freedoms and the wisdom to per-
ceive dangers to her very existence—
no matter how far away—America’s
awesome array of military power
will eventually mean next to noth-
ing to either herself or to her closest
allies.

For years The Plain Truth maga-
zine has told its readers that Amer-
ica and Britain have won their last
wars; that the God who preserved
our peoples in two world wars is no
longer fighting on our side.

Korea was a stalemate-and still
could erupt again, with very uncer-
tain U.S. response. Vietnam was a
colossal disaster on all fronts. Either
America should not have entered
the conflict, or, upon entering, it
should have gone in to win. Instead,
it gave a very determined but third-
rate foe, North Vietnam, sanctuary
in its home area, enabling it not
only to survive but ultimately to
prevail over the world’s greatest
military power.

And now, as political analyst M.
Stanton Evans puts it: “The United
States is helping midwife, in Africa,
another disaster for the West.”

Just as happened to ancient Israel
of Old Testament times, America’s
“pride” in its power has been bro-
ken (see Lev. 26:19). “Shattered”
might be a better description!

In its heyday of world power, re-
spect for the United States was such
that one could say: “Five of you
shall chase an hundred, and an hun-
dred of you shall put ten thousand
to flight: and your enemies shall fall
before you by the sword” (Lev.
26:8).

But—in post-Vietnam Angola—
the situation more than reversed it-
self: “Ye shall flee when none pur-
sueth you” (verse 17). For in Angola,
America gave up the fight without
even being directly involved!

Where will it all end? Our booklet
The United States and British Com-
monwealth in Prophecy explains how
the trials and tribulations afflicting
the English-speaking world were
foretold long ago and what the sur-
prising outcome will be. Write for it
today. O
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garner Ted Armstrong

SPEAKS OUT!

Let’s Clear the Air About
Minority Governments

in motion which may well bring

about the dismantling of civ-
ilization as it is presently known in
southern Africa.

All of this is quite bewildering to
the whites of Rhodesia, South Af-
rica and South West Africa. From
their point of view they see big
power sanctions, political pressure,
threats and other methods being
employed to bring about the forced
cessation of “‘white minority rule.”
They are hated from all sides—the
ascendant Communist East, the
strident Third World, and the flabby,
flaccid, weak-willed West.

The irony in all of this should be
obvious to anyone who is even cur-
sorily acquainted with the recent
histories of other governments, not
only in Africa, but in many other
parts of the world.

To millions of Americans, the en-
forced "'solution’ of majority rule
for the southern African nations,
brought about by various political
and commercial impositions of the
Western powers, is quite a satis-
factory one. That way, we can have
the whole world *‘tidied up,” and
walk about with the sure knowledge
that there no longer exists, any-
where on the earth, one of the most
detestable forms of government to
be found anywhere: a “white mi-
nority government”’!

These same millions are smugly
unaware of the fact that there are

Trends have been irrevocably set
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dozens of black minority govern-
ments, yellow minority govern-
ments, and various and sundry
minority governments of every eth-
nic and ideological stripe all over
the waorld.

A case in point: A recent issue of
Reader’'s Digest contained one of
the most grisly articles ever pub-
lished in its history. The article
showed how perhaps as many as
one million human beings—or
more—have been systematically
butchered, starved, shot or clubbed
to death just since the summer of
1975 in the nation of Cambodia!
The full story, in all its grotesque
horror, reminds one vividly of the
gruesome tales of such torture
camps as Buchenwald, Auschwitz
or Dachau during the dark days of
Hitler's Third Reich.

It is nauseating reading, to say
the least, and leaves one with an
unspeakable sense of shock and
outrage at the insane, brutal rape of
gentle rural folk who have been
systematically uprooted and
“reeducated” by their Communist
masters.

In that brutally “pacified” land
whole populations of villages were
shot or bayoneted to death, with
the men, women and children all
walking docilely to a spot where
they were instructed to kneel be-
tween two soldiers to wait their turn
to be bayoneted front and back,
in full view of countless others

awaiting their own grisly end.

The elite Communist minority
rulers of this country are today
firmly ensconced in power. Their
impoverished nation is recognized
as a member of the United Nations,
and there is not one whisper of out-
rage in any official publication.
There are no demonstrations out-
side the White House or at national
monuments, no cries of outrage in
the press, no trade boycotts, no
demonstrations on campuses to
mark the passing of more than one
million hapless human beings
whose only crime was to have been
in the wrong place at the wrong
time when a Communist govern-
ment took over.

Further to this repulsive spec-
tacle, if not in the same grotesque
proportions, has been the system-
atic rape and virtual destruction of
country after country in Africa
which bows its head under brutal
black minority government. The
one most recent case is, of course,
the insane brutality of the ego-
maniacal Idi Amin of Uganda.

Uganda is composed of about 40
different tribes. Amin is of the
Kakwa tribe, one of the country's
most backward ethnic groups.
Deeply fearful of threats to his mi-
nority regime from the more edu-
cated Lango and Acholi tribes,
Amin’s 5,000-man ‘‘death squad"”
has been massacring thousands of
members of the two rival groups in
one of Africa's most systematic
genocides. According to some re-
ports, Amin's security forces have
been running amok in the northern
provinces, killing and looting at will.
The 500-house Acholi village of
Akoro—the home of former Presi-
dent Milton Obote, who was over-
thrown by Amin in 1971—was
reported burned to the ground, and
every person in it, including women
and children, killed.

""Amin is destroying in a few days
what it took Uganda 80 years to
build," said a former government
official, an Acholi, who was once
one of Amin's confidants.

Estimates of the number of
people killed in Uganda since 1971
range as high as 300,000! Refu-
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gees have been streaming out of
Uganda into neighboring Kenya
during the latest purge. Many of
them are of the educated profes-
sional class. Amin is now surround-
ing himself with uneducated, in
some cases totally illiterate, lieuten-
ants who present no threat to his
ironfisted rule.

Amin has made a shambles of
what once was one of east Africa's
most progressive countries. lts ma-
jor university, once the best in east
Africa, has lost 85 percent of its
staff. The once flourishing tourist
industry is dead.

Yet in spite of all this, Amin is still
firmly in power in Uganda, and pre-
cious few of black Africa’s other
leaders have stopped their shrill de-
nunciations of the white minority
governments in the southern part of
Africa long enough to condemn
Amin’s ruthlessly oppressive tac-
tics. The Organization for African
Unity (OAU) has condemned itself
by its own silence.

The exploitation of nation after
nation in Africa continues, from
Arabic countries in the north such
as Libya, under Muammar El Qad-
dafi's military rule, where inter-
national terrorism is harbored and
financed, to Mozambigue in the
south under Marxist dictatorship.
There are MANY ‘‘minority govern-
ments'’ holding sway over terror-
ized individuals who have been
denied their human rights!

Therefore, one comes away with
the suspicion that the term ““minor-
ity government”’ is not the criterion
for unacceptability; it becomes un-
acceptable only when it is a “white
minority government.”’

When, in Mozambique, Marxist
dictator Samora Machel took over
from the Portuguese, he almost im-
mediately confiscated private
property, threw thousands of per-
sons into concentration camps, and
kept the firing squads busy as all
forms of real or suspected political
opposition were systematically
eliminated.

This same Marxist dictator howls
with outrage against the white mi-
nority government in neighboring
Rhodesia, and shrieks of the depri-

The PLAIN TRUTH May 1977

vation of human rights of black
Rhodesians, all the while fully
aware of the crowded concentra-
tion camps in his own country,
where under the brutality of total-
itarianism human rights have all but
been obliterated. This same dictator
is one who cheerfully supplies
Communist-made arms to black
guerrillas who prey upon fellow
black men, mostly hapless farmers
and villagers and their families, in
their frequent forays into Rhodesia.

To the north lies the tiny nation of
Burundi, which holds the record for
Africa’'s most horrendous ethnic
massacre. In 1972, the ruling mi-
nority Tutsi tribe ruthlessly crushed
an uprising of the enslaved majority
Hutus, systematically murdering
about 200,000 of them! But the
world simply turned a blind eye.

“It seems so strange,”’ com-
mented a missionary in Burundi re-
cently. ‘‘Here you have a minority
killing something like 200,000 of
the people it holds in serfdom and
the world doesn't protest, doesn't
really even care. Can you imagine
the outcry if the minority govern-
ments of Johannesburg or Salis-
bury had tried anything even
vaguely similar? Yet here there's a

“Solomon had an ivory throne—why
shouldn’t 1?”

subtle feeling that if blacks do
something to blacks, it's somehow
all right, and I'm afraid the feeling
hasn't really changed."

Today the Tutsi are still the undis-
puted masters; the Hutus are still as
oppressed as ever, living in con-
stant fear, working in the fields for
their Tutsi overlords, holding menial
jobs, and carrying cards identifying
their tribal origins. (Yet it is only the
“pass system'' used in South Africa
that draws international fire.)

So from the tiresome and bloody
spectacle of the tribal wars of
Burundi, to the hideous civil war of
Nigeria where hundreds of thou-
sands of Ibos lost their lives in a
futile attempt at independence, to
the recent rape of the nation of An-
gola, one can only shake one's
head in wonderment at the seeming
irony.

This is not to say there are not
abuses in Africa's remaining white
minority governments, or to deny
the United States still has a long
way to go before it solves all its own
human rights problems. But it nev-
ertheless remains true that the aver-
age black in both Rhodesia and
South Africa is infinitely, yes IN-
FINITELY, better off than his counter-
part (though of a different tribe, and
not really considered a ‘‘counter-
part' in his own mind) in any num-
ber of other African nations.

The fact is, there is an inordinate
amount of irony, liberally sprinkled
with a tremendous dose of hypoc-
risy, as one witnesses the con-
certed effort of Western powers—
incongruously acting in concert
with Moscow—to obliterate one
form of minority government
(white), while at the same time turn-
ing a deaf ear toward the pitiful
cries of the millions who are being
brutalized under literally dozens of
other forms of minority govern-
ments, so long as they are non-
white. O

Editor’s Note: The article en-
titled “Entering the Age of Ter-
ror,” announced by Garner Ted
Armstrong on a recent series of
radio programs, will appear in
the next issue of The Plain Truth.
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Meet Rick is a junior at Ambassador College who comes from Queens, New

" York. He's majoring in both speech and physical education, with plans

R.le Guthy to become a therapist and work with handicapped children. While

he's a natural all-round athlete, Rick has made basketball his

specialty. As a varsity player, he spends a great deal of time working to

improve his performance in the game. But there is another side to Rick

Guthy. There's his determination to master the game of life. He wants

to know and understand the values that produce lasting success. He

L wants to build them into his character. Rick wants to learn how to give

' his best to every team he joins—throughout his life . . . . That's

\ why he came to
Ambassador

College.

For information about admissions, call toll-
free (800) 423-4444 (except in California,
Alaska and Hawaii, call [213] 577-5000), or
write:

Ambassador
College

Admissions Office

300 W. Green St.

Pasadena, CA 91123
or

Big Sandy, TX 75755

Ambassador College admits students of any race, color, national, and
ethnic origin

In accordance with Title 1X of the Higher Educational Amendments of
1972, as applicable and not therefrom exempted, Ambassador College
does nol discriminate on the basis of sex in educational programs, activi-
ties, or employment
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