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Personal from ...

THE CONSPIRACY
AGAINST THE FAMILY

Fe\\-" realize il l Hut even in af­
tluent America. Britain. and
o the r We st e rn countrie s. we

face a n en ormou s and growin g trag­
edy. Th e institutions .....of m~~rriage
and fam ily life a rc being formidab ly
attacked .

A so lid fa mi ly structu re is the
ve ry foundat ion of any sta ble and
perma ne n t socie ty. But today in the
a llluent cou ntries a conspiracy is de ­
veloping which seeks to destroy
marriage as a n ins titution. as well as
the FA;{ILY. This is a no ther de cisive
bit of evidence that this world's civ­
iliza tion is definirc lv in the E:'-JJ; TI~I E
- the end of thi s ",'orld as \ \ 'C know
it!

T he th reat is d ual : ( I) Unrea lized
by most. there is a wide spread and
aggressive co nspiracy to dest roy the
institut ion of marriage. (2) Ma rital
relat ions and famil v life are break­
in g down. a nd div~rces a rc inc reas­
in~ a larrnina lv.e ...... .

I talk 10 heads of nation s and
th ose high in their governments all
over th e wo rld almost every month .
\Ve d iscuss the serio usness of wo rld
co ndi tions, th e CAUSES of the evi ls,
a nd th e WAY to WOR LD PEACE. But I
feel stro ngly the need to ta lk 10 my
Plain Truth readersh ip of ma ny mil­
lio ns about thi s major threat to civ­
ilizat ion itse lf - and thus to YO UR

life and mine. It's time the fac ts
we re mad e known .

Today many psychologists a re
say ing that the inst itution of mar­
riage is doomed - on the way ou t.
A nd there is a defi nite mo vement to
bri ne tha t a bou t.
TI~e consp irac y co nsist s of a two­

pronged attack : (I) a well-o rga­
nized movement to sub tly influence
co llege students to prefer alterna­
rives to marriage, a nd (2) a n at ­
tempt to innL7ence the genera l
public by newspaper and ma gazine
art icles. te levi sion programs, the lee­
ture pla tform , the women's lib
movement, a nd student or fo rmer
studen t re he ls of th e "New Left ."
How much 0 1' all th is p ro paga nda
has been pla nted in the minds of the
psychologists, professors. writers,
publishers, wom en 's lib crusaders,
a nd o thers by trained co m munist
p ro paga nd is ts ca n o n ly be esti­
mated .

There a re publish ers th at see k o u t
writers a nd authors to supply them
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with materia l otferina a ltern a tives to
marr iage - suc h as .....hom osexua lity.
g ro up marriages, sex o utside of
mar riage, co mmu na l fa m ilies ­
write rs who will sho ut the gospe l
that " MARR IAGE IS FI NI SH ED, O UT ­

D ATED. OB SOLETE, ON TIl E WAY

OUT: '

This is a war wh ich is being vigor­
o us ly and fa na tica lly wa ged . Every
sub tle method is being employed 10

ca pture the minds of those of pre­
marriage uge.

Today virtua lly eve ry coll ege a nd
unive rsity in th e Un ited States of­
fers numero us courses in psych ology
and socio logy. A nd al most without
exceptions, these co ur ses make re­
quired reading book s and articles
that p icture marriage as now o ut­
dated a nd soo n to become a relic o f
th e past.

They represenl that both men a nd
wo men want va rie ty in sex and
ot her socia l relat ionsh ips. They ridi­
cule as a worn-ou t. old -fas h ioned
idea the be lief tha t o ne sho uld con­
fine a ll intima te relations to one pe r­
so n.

Some. esp ecially . so me women's
lib enthusiasts and propagandists.
represent that marriage represses
a nd degrades wo men, One's onl y
comm it~en t. so me contend . OUght
to be o nly to 110 commitment. "vJhy
sho uld we need a piece of paper - a

marriage lice nse - to link o u r
lives?" ;ome ask ,

One boo k, req ui red rea d ing a t
so me o ne hund red ca mpuses in the
Unit ed Stat es. has a cha pter on
mal e swapping , includi ng the sta te­
ment : "The fam ily th a t swings to­
gether clin gs together.' The book
~eprese nts ; la te s~\!a p ping as a bene­
ficial experience.

A few vea rs ago. the ,pio neers in
a pplying ~methods of scientific re­
sea rch to the subject or sex. Masters
a nd Joh nson . he ld a sy mpos ium in
Chicago with some six o r seven
co up les w ho Fre el y ad m itted to
"swinging" as a reg ular ex pe rience
a t ce rtain chosen int erva ls. T hey ex­
changed their phi losophies on the
subjec t. probed by question s from
Dr. Masters a nd Mrs. Jo hnson (ac­
tuall y Mrs. Masters). Masters and
Johnson checked five yea rs later a nd
found o nly one of the couples was
still married.

But now wha t about ex isting ma r­
riages, ho me a nd fam ily life? Th ese
ha ve g iven grea t enco urageme nt to
th e co nspiracy aga inst marriage and
the fam ily.

The so-ca lled new moralitv ­
which is act ua lly noth ing but gross
I ..vtmoralitv - has gained co ns id ­
era ble public acceptance since the
end of World War II. This crusa de

(Continurd Oil page 44)



THE INCREDIBLE HUMAN POTENTIAL-PART IX

HOW ITWILLCOME
Yes, they tried Woodrow Wilson's League of Nations.

They are trying the United Nations. Many have awarded the Nobel Prize,
and many have been awarded the Nobel Prize for world peace. Yet world peace

is coming in our time - but not th rough any of these efforts.

by Herbert W. Armstrong

I
trave l to a ll pa rts of the world

as an ambassad or (with out po­
li tical port fol io ) fo r WORLD

PEA CE. I d iscu ss wo rld pro b­
lems. ev ils a nd world peal'c with
m an v he ad s o f go vernment s ­
kings. preside n ts. prime ministers.
a nd those high in the gov ernm ent .
leaders in sc ience. ed uca tion. com­
me rce a nd ind ustry. I'm not trying
to br ing about world peal'(;; - but
se rv ing as an a m bassado r o f the
power tlrat will bring it in our lime !

Most world leaders are o f supe­
rior ahi litv. Yet they are utterlv UIl­

a b le to al; olish wor~ld evils o r bring
abou t wo rld peace.

M au v sc ientis ts and lead ers say
that th ~ only hope for world peace rs
the format ion of a supreme WOHL])

G OVER NM ENT . co n t r o lli n a th e
world 's so le mil itary power. ) ' et in
th e sa me breath they ad m it the utter
im poss ib ility o f th("i . claiming tluu
s uc h s u p re me world p o\v er in
hum an han d s would enslave us all!

An Amazing Forecast

Fe w realize it today. bu t cen turies
ago a famous personage issued a

2

pr onounceme nt for ecasting th is ve ry
so lution. He wa s hu ndred s of yea rs
ahead o f h is lime. and the wOI:ld of
hi s day reje cted an d sup p ressed the
p ronouncement. Th e world soo n
lost knowl educ o f his fore ca st.

Wo rld lead ers would do well to
search out that am azing fo recast, in
the ligh t o f prescill \~'() rld cond i­
lions.

Fe w. indeed . know tha t Jesus
Chr ist cam e, n ot as a re ligi ou s
lead er to Cl.)J1VCrl the world and not
on a "soul savina" crusade , but as a
wo rld p ioneer 'NEWS FOR ECA STER .

No man o r historic not e has been so
co m p letely misrepresented - so ut ­
terly m isunderstood!

He cam e as a \ lE SSES G ER with a
.".l ESSAG E from God Alrniah tv to
mank ind, His message \\~a s .l BIG

:"iE\\'S - a vita l and sens a tio na l new s
ANNOU NCE \ lE NT for the future . It
annou nced world peace. It was good
new s fo r the fu ture , procla imed as
a n ad vancc ANNO UN CE~IENT or
WO RLD P EACE in O UR TIME. Tha t
wa s Ch rist's GOSPEl.! Th e ve ry word
"gos pe l" m eans "good news."

And w h a t wa s th at n ew s a n -

nou nccrn cnt fo r our times which
wa s suppressed by first-century en e­
mi es'? T he o ne official record which
the first-cent ury co ns p ira to rs were
una b!e to su p p ress - the Ho ly
B lIl l.E - gives the official an swe r !

"The begin ning of the gospe l of
th e J e s us C h ri st . t h e Son o f
God . , .. Jesus came into G alil ee.
preachin g the gospel o r the kingdom
of G od . a nd sav ing, T he time is fu l­
fi lled. and the ..KIN....GDOM OF GOD is
a t han d : repent yeo and believe the
gos pel " (M ar k I : I. 14-15).

Bel ieve what gosp el - what G OO l)

NEWS'! T he good new s of th e com ing
KI N(jl)O ~1 O F GO D.

BUl wha t di d He mea/1 - the
KI NGDO\1 OF GOD? And how do we
kn ow it wa s su p pressed? And if the
or igina l and true go spel of Jesu s
C h ris t was s up pressed . wha t go spel
Of gos pels were proclaimed to th e
wo rld to rep lace it'?

T o an swer th ose q uestions IS the
pu rpose of this a rticle.

The Written Record

To say tha i the true gospel pro~

cla imed by Christ was su ppresse d -
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was no t p rocl a im ed to th e world a f­
ter A .D . 70 for nearly 19 ce n turies ­
is, indeed, a shocking a nd amazi ng
sta te ment.

Th is sa me written record th e co n­
sp ira tors were not able to des troy
confi rm s it. The Church o f G od was
sta rted th e day o f Pentecost , A. D , 3 1
(Acts 2) . A bou t 20 years la te r. the
a pos t le Pa u l. under in spirati on .
wro te to th e chu rches in Ga la tia, " 1
marve l tha t ye a rc so soo n remo ved
fro m h im that ca lled YOU in to the
grace o f C h rist unto m;olher gospel:
whi ch is not anothe r: b ut the re be
so me th at trouble yo u, a nd wou ld
penen the gospel of Chris," (G al.
I:6-7) . Th e ve rses fol lowing pro­
nou nce a double curse on a ny who
wo u ld p rea ch any other gos pe l.

To the Corin thia n ch urch the
a postle Pa ul wro te. '" fear. lest by
a ny m ea ns, as th e serpent beguil ed
Eve th ro ugh hi s sub tilty, so yo ur
minds shou ld be corrupted fro m the
sim p licity th at is in Christ. For if he
tha t co me th [s peaki n g of fa lse
pre a c her s ) p r e a c h c t h an o th er
J esus . . . or another gospel, whi ch ye
ha ve no t acce pted, , ," ( II Co r. I I :3­
4) .

T o th e ea rly C hris tia ns a t Rome :
" for the wr ath o f G od is revealed
from he a ven aga ins t a ll ungod line ss
a nd unr igh teou sn ess of me n, wh o
hold [back ] th e truth in u nrighteous­
ne ss" (Ro m . 1:18). T he Revised
Standard Versio n has it : "who by
th e ir wicked ness suppress the trut h. "
Th e m essage G od se n t by Jesus
C h rist wa s being held back - sup­
pressed.

Th en aga in, even Jesus C hrist
him self made il ve ry clear tha t His
gospel - th e KI NGDO~1 Of GO D ­
wo uld be su p presse d until ou r tim e.

H is di se ip les had asked what
wou ld be the sig n by which we
m ight know wh en we were a t the
end of thi s wo rld (age), j ust before
C h rist's return to ea rt h .

F irst he warned th em ag a ins t
being de ceived . Man y wou ld come,
he sa id , in his name, claim in g to be
th e min is te rs o f Christ say ing th ai
He - Jesu s - was th e C hrist a nd a t
th e same time d eceiving the many.
But when " , " thi s gospel of the
kingdom sha ll be preach ed in a ll the
world fo r a wi tnes s unt o all na­
tions . . . then sha ll the end come"
(M att. 24 : 14 ).
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T hi s proclaimi ng of the K I SG[)O~I

OF GOD cou ld not be the sien tha t
we are a t the end of the age. IT-it had
been proclai m ed a ll a long!

J ust as C h rist h im sel f directl y
pro phesied wou ld ha p pen, m a n) '
ha ve prea ch ed about th e persoll,
sa y ing that Jesus was th e C h rist ­
preaching abou t th e m essa ue. b u t
SU P P RESS~SG hi s message! ...

But the El" D TI ~IE is now here .
A fter a lmost 19 cen tu ries. tha t me s­
sage is now goi ng o ut WOR LDWIDE.

bv the World wide Church o f G od!
~ Some have preached a "gospel of

sa lvation" (actua lly a fa lse sa lva ­
tio n) and so me a "gospe l of grace"
- turning grace into license to COI11­

mit sin. Still o the rs ha ve turn ed to a
"socia l gos pe l."

Rut Jesu s broug ht from God the
Fat her a vital message a nno u nci ng
th e KtNGDo't OF GO D! W ha t did He
mean - the I\.I NGOOMOF GOD'!

A Message of Govern ment

Few seem to know. tod av, tha t
J esu s' ~ I ESSAG E wa s abou t G~)\'ERN ­
ME NT! Few reali ze that th is is S OT

the time G od is trying to SAVE (spi ri­
tu a lly) the world . Fe w kn ew Jesus
was concerned with GOVERN M EN T.

Jesu s was born to be a Kl S G! No­
tice \,.. hat wa s prop hesied in Isa iah
a bou t Christ : "For unto us a child is
born. unto us a son is given: and th e
(jUVER:'\~IENT s ha ll be upon his
sho u ld e r : a nd his na m e sha ll be
called Wond erful. Counse lor. The
m i g h t y G od , T h e eve r la stin g
Fat'h er, The Pr ince of Peace. Of t h ~
increase o f h is GOVERN MENT a nd
peace there sha ll he no end, upo n
th e th rone of David , a nd upon his
kin gdom, to o rd er it. a nd to csta b­
lish'it with judgment a nd with j us ­
tice from he nceforth even for ever"
(l sa . 9 :6-7).

No tice what wa s sa id to hi s
mot her Marv: " . .. the a nuel Ga­
bri e l w a s ,l s e n t f r o m'" Go d
unto . .. Nazareth , to a virg in cs­
poused to a man wh ose n;:1I~1 e wa s
Jo seph, of th e house of Da vid ; an d
th e virgi n's name was Mary . And
the ange l came in unto her. and
said, Ha iJ. th o u that a rt hi ghly fa ­
vo red .... Thou sha lt conceive in
thy womb. and bring forth a so n .
a nd shalt call h is na m e Jesus. He
sha ll be sreat. a nd sha ll be called
the Son "'of th e Highest : and the

Lord G od sha ll aive un to him the
throne of his fa tl; er David . And he
shall reign ov er the hou se of Jacob
for ev e r: and of his KINGDO~I there
sha ll be no end" (Luke 1:26-33).

Wh en Jesu s wa s o n trial fo r his
life be fore Pila te, he was as ked , "A rt
th ou a kin g th en?" Jesus answered .
"Thou s ay~s t I a m a kin g. To this
end wa s I born , a nd fo r thi s cause
ca me 1 into the world:' But he al so
sai d . " My kin gd om is not of this
.w rld" (John 18:3 7.36).

Wnv has the wh ole world been
deceived , not kn owing H'H )' hu­
manitv was created a nd human life
exist ed u pon this earth!

IVII Yare we II ER E? IVII ERE
arc we GO ING ' IVIIAT is the IVA Y
- the \V AY TO PEACE, well-bcinu.
happine ss. abu nda nce '! ...

wu Y no wo rld PEACE? Whl" a ll
thi s world ' s e vi ls? IVH )' cunt
SC IENCE sive us the a nswers? These
4u est ion ~ a rc the ~IOST IMPORI A ~T
in human life . w nv a ren't people
concerned?

T he grea tes t religio n in the world .
in n um ber o f ad he re nce . is C h ris­
tia nity. Peo p le SUP POSE th e Chris­
t ian reli gion ca me o ut of the Bib le .

T hen .... IVlI )' do n't the var ious
sec ts a nd denomination s o f trad i­
tio nal Christi anity te ll us the REAL
TIIEME o f the Bible ? WHY do th e)'
not kn ow the TRUE GOSPEL that
Jesu s proclaimed') It' s a ll IN TilE
BIBLE - not su ppresse d THERE!
It 's plain a nd cle a r '

It 's t ime so meone SHO UT ED to le­
thargic. indiffe rent. sleep ing hum an ­
it)' , IVA K E UP!

Is There An Afterlife?

Some fu nda m e n ta lis t d enomina ­
tions o f C hristian ity preach a bo u t
sp iritua l salva tio n - a bo u t an afte r­
life,

I S th ere a n a fte rl ife? The truth is
PLAI:-': AJ"D CLEAR in the Bible .

Je sus' gos pe l was th e KINGDOM OF

GOD. Does tha t have any thi ng to do
wi th tljterlife - with spiritua l sa lva ­
tio n'! It has evervthing to do with it.
BDr THE WHOl.E WORLD tS DE­
CEI VED and ASLEEP! The gospel
o r the Kt" GDO" OF GOD has to do,
ba sical lv. wi th TWO themes - zov­
e r Ilme ri't a n d sp ir itua l sa lvatio n
(w h ic h so m e c all bein g "bo r n
au ain"). Th is a rti cle deals \~ith GOV-

, (Continued 011 page 39)

3



COMMENTARY

PRESSURES INTENSIFY
IN SOUTHERN AFRICA
by Stanley R. Rader

The 1I111 !zor accompanies Pla in
Truth Editor-in -Chief Herbert
II'. A n nstrong Oil his frequen t
visits with heads ofsune ami ot her
leading intenuttional dignitaries.

.JO IIA:'>;\/ ESll lJRG. S o uth Africa.
~hl) 27. 1976.

Bv the tim e Ihis issue of The Plain
Trui/i ha s reac hed rnan v of YOU. the
U nited States will ha ve -otlk la lly eel­
cb rat cd ib 200lh ye a r o r ind cpen­
deuce.

Condi tion s in the wo rld do not
permit Mr. Herbert Armstrong and
me. however, to spend July 4 at
horne . \Vc sha ll instead be in Je ru­
sa le m on tha t day. assist ing in the
d ed ica t ion or the Liberty Bell Pa rk
in th e hea rt o f Je ru sal em . whe re we
will be creati ng a playground for
childre n.

We arri ved las t n ight in Joh an­
nesbu rg a lter co mp l;ting a three­
da v vi ..;j t in the: cruci a l Middle East
o i( arcus or Om an a nd Kuwa it. \V e,:
shu !l be in thi s stra teg ic area for
....orn e four weeks a nd sha ll also be
visitin u the nciuhborinu s tates or
Rh oue~, ia a nd TiJ~1Zani a . '"

Eve n ts see m 10 be J11 <.)\" i n ~ at an
ever ucce lc ra tcd rat e on th i; CO I1l i­
nen t and in Europe. a, well as in a ll
parI... of the wo rld , At the rec ent

Mideas t
Oil Tanker
Route to
Europe

sem iun n uu l mccune o f the toreisn
minist ers of the :'\'ATO nat ion s in
Norwav. .s. Sccretarv o f State
K b :-. in ~er stre........ cd the &Inger.... th at
wo u ld ...bctal l the Atlantic a llies if the
Commun i.... ts ca me into power in
ltal v. At the sa me time. ~Ir. Kiss­
i ng~ r wa... forced to also drop the
word {h~/(!II1 {, fro m hi... voc .tb ularv in
fol low in g th e lead o r President
Fo ro . Ob....crvcrs here a nd abroad
feel th at the United States and he r
N AT O a llic... arc falli na behind in
the wo rld arms race. \ 1r. K issinger
also foun d it necessar y at the NA TO
co nfere nce to adm it tha t the Rus­
sia n asccnda ncv as a n ind ust ria l an d
m ilita ry powe~ shou ld have been
a n ticipa ted an d sho u ld be acce pted.

No v..' t ha t th e wo rl d is di s­
illusioncd with detente. it is more
co ncerned tha n eve r abo u t the
U nited Stutes ' resolve a nd a bili ty to

repel aggression in the wa ke or the
lal l o r Vietna m a nd the rece n t de ­
ba cle in Angola .

Curiousl\':'" en oua h. howeve r. in
Ru ssia a c~Hl l1 i<.: t simi la r to the one
between D r. Kissiuacr a nd former
De fe nsl.' Sl.'cretary '"Ja mes Schl es­
inuer ha s co me l<.; the for e. Leo nid
Br"'l.'zI1l1l." " ha s been eleva ted to the
rank of \I a r-, hall in the Sovi et
A rrn v. a nd a civ ilia n ha s been
nu rned to head the Soviet Union',

Dcparuucn t or Defe nse . T he Red
A rrnv "hawks' hav e a ttacked thc
poli~Y of de te nte. however. a nd
have warned that the ne ed s of th e
U.S.S. R. arc urcat cr tha n tho se o f
the United St .Des beca use the Sovie t
U nion mu st preparl.' for a war un
two fronts - a~a i l1s t the U ni ted
States and a~a in~t C hi na. Also. the
Red Armv ct; ids araue that the So­
viet U ni(;n cannot a nd mu st not
aga in underestimate the dangers of
a wa r enu endcrcd by " im pe rialism:'
rcmcmb~rin~ . of L·:mrst.: . thc mis­
takes of Sta~n p rior to 1941 - mis­
tak es whi ch cos t the Ru ssians so
de arlv in the carlv sta ~e ... of the wa r
a gai 'lst GcrI11an v ~ ...

"' ~ l ea nwhi l t.: . (n so u the rn Africa .
th e dangers a p pea r even more im­
minent I hw th a t the wa r is more
"hot" than w id. Th e Republic of
South A frica . of course. was en ­
ga2.ed mi l itati lv in Angola before
rr~- \Vest forcc~ cap itu l; tcd to the
victorious J\ IPLA. In ne ig hb ori ng
Rh od esia the gucrr illas are stepp ing
up the ir act ivit ies agai ns t the gov­
ern me nt fro m wit hin and from with­
out. Althouu h Fidel Cast ro has 110\\"

anno un ced '-" tha t h is C uban army
wi ll leave An uol a within a vear.
the re is still thc"'poss ih ility that some
C ubans will rema in in M oza m bique
to assist g uerrillas in the ir effo rts
aga inst the R hod esia n gov ern ment.

It is. o f co urse, dear that the Cu­
bans wo u ld ha ve never been in Af­
rica except a:-. ag.:n ts o f vlosco«. ­
perhaps 10 repay R ussian a id ex­
tended to C u ba over the yea rs. and
a lso to effect ,ccond ha nd~c dl v what
th e Soviet Un io n was not pre pa red
to acco m pl ish in a direct manner.
All o f sou thern Africa is o f a reat
st ra teg ic im porta nce . Thl.' cast:-west
sea route around whi ch the maj or
o i l tan kcr s n uvie a t e , ca rrv in z
~ 1iddle Eas tern oi l'" to Eu rope. cx':
tends arou nd South Africa . South­
e rn Afr ican nat ion s also possess
great mine ral weal th. in cludin g
chromi u m - de sperately need ed by
mode rn indu stry for the producti on
o f stee l - as well as go ld. platinum.
and o ther esscnt ia l minc ruls.

Th crc are many p ro b le ms in
Sout h Africa. just as the re are in
o ther pla ccs ar'o und th e world. and
these problems will no t he resolved
imm cd ia te ly . bUI will rC4 uire time
an d eJrorl. Bu t t h ~ re would ce rta inly
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by Jeff Calkins

ocean vessels sail around it each
year. a ra te of 66 per day. Man y of
these vessels are carrying oil to the
United Stat es or Western Europe.
In fac t, most of the oi l Europe ge ts
from the Mideast comes in ships
whi ch trave l around th e Cape
since modern supertankers are too
large for the Suez Canal. And . ac­
co rd ing to the Uni ted States
Strategic Inst itute, by 1980, even
60% of American oil imports will
ha ve to trav el around Sout h Af­
rica.

A nd yet a t the precise time th at
the Western world has become
more dependent than ever upon
the sou the rn African region for
both raw materials and the main­
tenance of free world commerce.
South Africa itself has beco me
more and more disenchanted with
th e West. Sp ecifically, South Afri­
ca n leaders arc perturbed - to put
it mildlv - over the recent Ameri­
can porky regarding Angola. Pre­
toria claims that \Vashington gave
it the go-ahead to intervene in An­
gola. ~'h i le Wash ington says it op­
posed the South African prescn ce
from the sta rt. In an y case. Sou th
Africa was forced to make a rather
inglorious retreat from Angola ­
dealing a blow to its own carefully
constructed "detent e" policy with
bl ack African nations.

The growing estrangement be­
tween South Africa and the rest of
the Western world is curre n tly
hardening the traditional Afri ka­
ner predilection to go it alone.
While it could cause some eco­
nomic hardsh ip in South Afri ca.
the world's isolation of Pretoria
would.no t be without adverse con­
seq uences for the West. Al ready
some observers feel that in the
event of a naval struggle for the
Cape sea o il ro ute. the West cou ld
no t count on any help from South
Afr ica. particularly in the use of its
naval faci lities at Sim ons town ,
from wh ic h the So uth A frica n
navy currently monitors traffic in
the critical sea lane.

Busiest Sea Route

Few in the West also realize tha t
the Ca pe route around South Af­
rica is the most crowded sea route
in the world. O ver 24.000 maj or

Soviet interest in the affairs of
southern Africa has but one pri­
mary strategic interest: the denial
of continued Western access to ir­
replaceable sources of raw materi ­
als.

"South Afri ca [alone] provides
th e Uni ted Sta tes, its NATO alli es.
and Japan with their most impor­
tant minerals. including gold. dia­
mon ds. a nd uranium .. ' not es
Anthony Harrigan. member of the
Un ited -Sta tes I ndust ria l Cou nc il,
writing in the National Review.

Another mineral. chromium. is
an especially important mineral
for the West. There is no known
substitute for the substance in the
product ion of stainles s steel (com­
prisin g about 11% of the alloy).
Stainless steel is the prim ary me tal
used to make jet airplanes, rockets,
missiles, nuclear power plants, and
oil refineries, as well as surgical
eq uip me nt. By some quirk of fa te ,
most of the world's chromium is
found in either white southern A f­
rica or in the Soviet Union - 67%
of it in R hodesia alone . A commu­
nist victory in that parl o f the
world would give communists con­
trol over 97% of the world's chro­
mium reserves.

U.S. chromi um stoc kpi les. while
swo llen from the recent recession,
co uld only ena ble the country 10

get a lo ng without Rhodes ian
~h rome for a full year, notes
Jacquelyn Bivins, editor of Ameri­
call Mew ! Mark el. T he onl y do­
mestic deposit is in Montana, in a
mine whic h is currently unwork­
a ble.

As far as South Africa is con­
cerncd . it has the largest-known re­
serves of high-grade iron are. as
well as la rgo quant itie s of asbestos
a nd co pper. It also ha s enormou s
coal reserves.

SOVIETS PLAYING FOR
HIGH STAKES

be less d itliculty to r th e peop le of
Sou th Afr ica and those in the rcst of
Afr ica if the peoples in these a reas
were permitted to solve their own
pr oblem s with ou t outside inter­
venti on. press.un~. and propagand~ .

We sho uld. It wou ld ap pea r. do
wh at we ca n to en courage the
people of South Afr ica .to work out
their problems within their own
country and with their neighbors in
the rest o f Africa. an d we sho uld do
wh at we can to prevent furth er en­
croachment by th e new imperialism
of totalitarian commun ism .

For the moment , however. let us
remember o ne inte resting aspect of
the propaga nda leve led at the gov ­
ernme nts of both South Africa a nd
R hodesia over the past decad e (and.
in the cas e of South A frica. for more
th an 30 yea rs). Majority rule is
cla mo red fo r bv the Russia ns. the
Cubans. and o the rs. but the over­
whelming majority of the other na­
tio ns o f Afr ica do not have rea l
majo rity rul e. Wh at they do have in
almost every case is totalitarian rule
by a black minority elite, under a
one -pa rty system. Should th e sa me
"b lac k majority ru le" be effected in
South Afri ca or Rh odesia. it would
undou bt ed lv end the freedom s a nd
de mocratic "'processes in those coun­
tr ies (imperfect. albeit, as the de mo ­
cratic processes may be in either
nation). and it would pro ba bly lead
to the eviction or exodus of the
white settlers who have developed
bo th na tion s.

As we consider these problems.
let us remember that the United
States is the country most criticized
in th e worl d. but a lso the country
most admired and imitated. Noth­
ing happen s in the United States
that is not of interest throughout the
rest of th e world. Our ca pacity as a
people to exhibit our wounds and
not to hide them. as in the Wat er­
gate affair. makes us unique as a
people and proves again and again
the integrity and effectiveness of our
democratic processt:s. Our capacity
for innovation. invention. and ini­
tiative constitutes our areatcst force.
No na tion has changed the human
condi tion for the bett er so much .
Let us continue to lead the way for a
be tter world a nd for peace and un ­
derstanding among peoples every­
where. 0
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From
PLYMOUTH

ROCK
to the
MOON

HOW
AMERICA

WAS
REALLY
WON

by Raymond F, McNair
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From the incep tion of this na­
tion . the peopl es who co lo­
nized Amer ica had a burn ing

co nv ictio n tha t they had II special
mission to l'ull1l1 in life . The earl y
American co lon ists sinccrc lv be ­
lieved they had a "divinel-y ap­
pointed destin y" ami thou ght of
themselv es as " bei ng chose n for a
special mission in the....world. "

In 1630. Jo hn Winthrop. go vernor
o f Ma ssac husc u s Ba y Colony.
wrote: "We sha ll find that the G od
of Israel is am on g U~ .... Th e eves
o f a ll people a re u"pon us," •

\Vhcn th e Pilgr ims wa ded as ho re
at Plvm outh , Mass.. in 1620. accord­
ing io th e ir tirst aovcmor. \Villia m
B;:1dford . ·' they" fe ll upon th e ir
k nees a nd bl essed th e God o f
H e a ve n w ho had b ro ugh t them
from all the perils an d mis~rics ."

America 's G rea t Sea l (as can be
obse rved o n the U.S, o ne dollar bi ll)
illu strates the "e ye of G od " a bove
an Egyptia n pyram id w ith the
wo rds Annuit Coeptis ("'he [God ]
ha s fa vo red our undertak ing s"). Th e
early Ameri ca ns believed God's eye
was urnn their und erta kings.

Th e h istorica l account of how
Am erica was won , ofh ow the struggli ng
colonists from Europe were pla n ted
on the sho res of this con tine nt. a nd of
how they succeed ed in estab lishi ng
the ea rth 's migh tiest nation is a n
inte resting. gripping sto ry.

Am er ica at " the Summit"

W insto n S. C h urchill. while spea k­
in g a t a dinner held in hi s honor in
;-..r ~w York o n May 25. 1949. ac­
kn owl edged that Am erica had "ar­
rived a t the summit o f th e world ."

Wh at bro ught abou t America 's
rise to grea tness? How did she get
her vas t .wea lth and power?

How could th is comparat ive late­
comer o n the world scene rise so
swiftly to such an unprecedented
pinnacle of econ omic and military
power - dwarfing all other nat io ns?

Is America's fabulous wealth and
her awesome po wer primarily the
result of her own ingen uity? Has she
just been lucky? Did she j ust hap­
pen to inh erit the earth's goodliest
herita ge - so tar as a fo rt u ito us
blend ing of the ea rt h's most produc­
tive lan d, a mil d . sa lu brio us cl im a te,
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and a favorab ly placed la nd ma ss
which. unlike the nat ions or Europe.
is so loca ted as to prevent it fro m
being ove rru n by pow erful neighbor
sta tcs?

Or has an unseen hand g uide d
this nation from its inception in
1607 when the struggl ing colonis ts
from Eng land establishe d the ir first
toe hold in th e New Wo rld?

A Three-Power Struggle for America

Few Americans rea lize that the re
was a fierce three-power struggle
waged during the cou rse of two ~;n ­
turies for the control of the vast land
mass of North A m e rica . Spain.
France. and Britain all sought con­
trol of this rich continent. ...

In the same year that Columb us
made his epic \'oyage to [he West
Ind ies - 1492 - Pope Alexander VI
gra nted to Spain and Portuga l all of
North. Cen tral an d South A~ncr ica .

After learning of the discovery of
th e prev iously unknow n la nd s of the
New World. Po pe Alexa nder de ­
cided the best way to preven t riva lry
a nd bloodshed be twee n Spa in a nd
Portuga l was to d ivid e the newly
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d iscovered world betwee n them . Ac­
co rdi ng ly he dr ew an ima gina ry line
fro m nort h to sou th throu gh a point
seve ra l hundred miles west o f the
prese nt-day A tlan tic isla nds ca lled
tb e Azor es. Al l th e land to the eas t
o f th is "li ne of dem arca tion " went
to Portugal . a nd all to the west fell
to Spain:;; lot.

By the T reat y of Tordesillias.
signed be tween Spain and Port ugal
in 1493. th is " line of demarcation"
was moved slightly fu rther west.
T he on lv terr itory in the New Worl d
which was assigned to Po rtuga l was
the biz eastern bulae of the South
Ameri~an continent roughlv corre­
sponding to present-day 'Br~ziL All
of the rest of the tcrritorv in the
New Wo rld went to the Spania rds .
Th is meant tha t Spain was given all
of Nort h and Ccnt ral Am erica plus
most of So uth America .

However. the re was o ne major
pro ble m with this imagi na ry divi­
sion of the New World . Brita in .
France a nd Holland j us t di d no t be ­
lieve a ny man (whe ther pop e o r
king) had th e G od-given right to
give away such vas t a mo unts o f the

THE BEGINNING: The landing o f the
Pilgrims at Plymo uth Rock in 1620;
fhe signing o f the Decla ration of In­
dependence in Philade lphia, July 4,
1776.
Credil s Reproduced by permiSSion.of HuntJnglon Library,
San Marmo. Ca . COP¥f/ght Yal'! UmverSlly Art Gallery

ea rth's uncla imed rca l es ta te . They
th erefo re ignored the pope's " line of
dema rcation" when it came to es­
ta b lish ing. a t a later da te. co lonies
in the lew World.

Britain's Sho wdown With Spain

La ter. however. a real strusale for
possession of No rth Ameri c~ ""dev el­
oped between Britain and Spa in. As
fabu lous qua nti ties of go ld and sil­
ver bczan tlowins from the New
World'- primarily from Mexico
a nd Per u - back to Europe. the
greed and cu rios ity of man y na tio ns
were arouse d. Greedy adventurers
wan ted to ac t th eir hands on so me
of this seemi ng ly un lim ited treasure.

A t this poin t in h istory. Englan d
pro d uce d so me daring men of the
sea such as Si r Fran cis Dra ke a nd
Sir Jo hn Hawk ins. T hese bo ld ad -
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venturers began to plunder the
Spanish treasure ships. Of course.
Philip II or Spain ( 1527-98) didn' t
appreciate this interference with his
lucrative flow of wealth from the
New World . Also. this very Ca tholic
mona rch d id not like the way reli­
gious matterswere going in England
and Holland where Protestants were
gai n ing th e upper hand . Phili p
th erefore decided to send his might y
" in v incihle armada" agai nst
England to subjugate that tiny is­
land kingd om . After subd uing the
English. he planned to bring the
Protesta nts or Holland to heel.

By tho summer of 1588. Philip's
mighty armada was outfi tted and
read y to sai l for England . About
28.000 Spaniard s were in the a ttack
force. During the ensuing battle. the
grea tly ou tnumbe red and o ut­
2unned Brit ish seamen - aided
~rcatly bv the weather - defeated
the Spaniards. Only about hall' of
Phili p's badly ba tte red ships and
mcn limped bac k to Spain . From
that day forward. Eng land knew she
co ul d successfu lly ch all en ge th e
Spanish navy on the high seas.

8

One or England's grea test histo­
rian s. Sir Winston S. Churchill.
commented on the defeat of the ar­
mad a : "To the English people as a
who le the defeat of the Arm ada
came as a miracle .. .. One of the
medals struck to commemorate the
victory bears the inscription 'AfJlal'il
Deus et dissipantur' - 'God blew
and they were scattered: Elizabeth
and her seamen knew how true this
was. Th e Armada had indeed been
bruised in battle. but it was demora­
lized and set on the run by the
weather. Yet the event was deci­
sive ..." (A History of the Eng lish­
Speaking Peoples).

From that time forward. England
felt she could safe ly introduce settle­
ments into North America without
the rear tha t Spa in would be able to
des troy the m. So in 1607. the first
pe rmanent English colony was
planted at Jamestown. Virginia. Be­
fore long 13 thriving colonies were
fi rmly estab lished in 'or th Amer­
rca,

Years be for e the Englis h planta­
tio ns in the New Wo rld , the
Spa niards had colonies in Florida.

Texas and the southwes tern part or
No rt h Ameri ca . But those Spani sh
colonies never came into serious
conflict with the British ones to their
north. and it was with France that
Britain was soon to be engaged in a
bloody struggle for supremacy in
North America.

Yca rs before England com ­
menced her first permanent colony
in 1607. Frenc h explorers had sailed
up the St. Lawren ce River deep into
wha t was to become Canada. Even­
tua lly tho se wide-ranging French
ex plore rs na vigated the Grea t Lak es
and down the Mississippi River ­
claiming all of North America west
or the Mississippi to the Rocky
Mountains and all parts east to the
All egh eny (Ap pa lac hia n) Moun­
tai ns. Th is vast. unbelievably fertile
land lying to the east and west of
the Mississippi was called "Louisi­
ana" afte r the French Sun King.
Loui s XIV.

Can ada or Guadeloupe

T he British finally won the Frenc h
and Indi an War' and in 1763. the
Treaty of Paris was signed. Fra nce
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ceded to Britain all of her terr ito ry
in Ca nada. p lus a ll o f the land ea st
of the Mississippi from Canada in
the north to the f lorida terr ito rv in
th e south. ~

I n te rest i n g l y e noug h . when
France was defeated by England.
she offered the vic to r either the is­
lan d o f Guadeloupe in the West In­
d ies. or Canada. Fort unately.
Benjam in Frank lin happened to be
in Lo nd on at the time. and he real ­
ized the vast potentia l of the Cana­
dian terri torv. He therefore wrote a
pamphlet in"'which he urged Britain
to take Canada ra ther than the
suuar-and-rurn-rich Caribbean is­
la~d. and many Britons were disap­
pointed when their government.
following Franklin's advice. chose
Canada rathc.:r than Guadeloupe!

American Revolution ary War

Not long after the 1763 Treaty of
Paris had granted Britain all of
French Can~~t1:.1 plus the present-day
states cast of the M ississipp i from
Canada to the Florida terri to ry.
trouble broke out between the thirteen
American colo nies and England,
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O n July 4. 1776. the Thirteen Col­
on ies declared their ind epen dence
and began waging the Ame rican
Revolution ary Wa r to secure their
freed om. All odds favo re d a Brit ish
victory in th at war. hUI Cornwallis'
defea l a t Yorktown on Oct. 19,
178 L by the combi ned forces o f
W ush i na ron wor ki ng w ith th e
French ~avv. meant that America
woul d soo~ ga in to tal indepen­
dence.

in 1783. Britai n gran ted to the
new United Stat es n~t on lv the title
deed to the origina l Thirt~en Colo­
nies. but she also gave those colo­
nies all the land from the Atlantic
west 10 the Mississipp i River. that is.
all the land be tween Ca nada in the
north and the Florida terr iton' in
the~uth . •

Beginni ng with this first title
grant. the United States went on to
~ve n tually acquire a ll of the la nd
encompassed in the contiguous 48
states,

How America acquired all of the
original 48 states during a 70-year
period is one of the most fascinating
stories 10 he foun d in the annals of

SECURING THE BIRTHR IGHT: The
Battle of Bunker Hill ; Ihe dr ive west to
fullill Manilest Dest iny - home­
steaders, the wagon trains. the Gold
Rush 0 1 1849.

any nation. In fact. there is no other
similar paralle l in a ll the world's his­
torv. At no o ther time did a nation
ever acquire such a vast. rich. strate­
gic tract of land in such a short
period of time.

Hi story's Greatest Bargain!

On lv 20 vcars after the second
T reaty of Paris - convened in 1783
- aramcd the United States the te r­
rit~ ry east of the Mississippi. other
events moved ~wifl ly to give her
possession of the vast Louisiana
Te rrito ry wes t of the M ississipp i.
Here is how America acquired tha t
land - the most fabulous land bar­
gain in the history of the entire
world.

During the Na poleonic wars. the
vain. ambitious Napoleon planned
to establish a French empire west of
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the Mississipp i River to co unter­
ba la nce the An gl o -Sax on domi­
nat ed territorv of Ca nada and the
U ni ted State; (cas t of the M issis­
sipp i). But Na po leo n's ambi tions
knew no bou nds as he co ntinued to
expand his empire across Europe,
his ma in con cern at that mom ent.
He realized he wou ld need mOiler to
wase that wa r ~ pr im ar ily a aainstc " ,
Britain . Napo leon therefo re con-
cluded th a t if he wo uld se ll the Lou­
is ia na Territorv to the U ni te d
St al es. th is would pr ovide h im
bad ly needed mon ey a nd wo uld at
the same time cause Am erica to be
friend ly toward him .

l t j ust so happ ened that U. S. Pres­
id cnt Thom as Jefferson had recently
instructed the Am erican ministers in
Paris to sec if the U.S. co uld buv the
port of New Orleans from Fran~e or
at least some land on the eastern
side of the mou th o f the Mississippi
so she co uld estab lish her ow n po rt
by which she cou ld then secure an
ou tle t for her 200ds which flowed
down the t\.t i ss i~sippi and thence to
Europe .

N eithe r Jeff erson nor his Arn er i-
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ca n rep re sentat ive s in P a r is
dream ed that Napoleon wou ld not
o nly se ll them the va lua ble port of
New Orleans. bUI wou ld o lfer to se ll
all o f the Louisiana Territory west
of the M ississippi Ri ver - for the
palt ry sum of o nly S15.000.000! T his
purchase amo unted to abou t 4 cents
pe r acre!

N eve r in the history o f the world
ha s such a fantas tic purchase bee n
mad e. Th is fabu lous acquisition in­
cluded all or parts of eleven sta tes
and so me of the most fertile land in
the whole world. T his vast territory
was later divided into Arkansas .
M is so u ri. Nebra ska . 10\'.'a and
South Da kola. an d parts of Colo­
rado. Kansas. Minn esota, North
D akota. O klahoma and Wvomin z.

Sh ort ly aft erwa rds . "in 181 9.
America was successful in purchas­
ing the Flo rida territory (inclu d ing
Florida and pa rts of Alabam a. Lou ­
isia na and Mississipp i) for the in­
sian itic a nt sum aI'S 10.000.000. Now,
A7ncrica o wned <) 11 of the land east
of the Mississippi from Canada to
th e G ulf of Mex ico, plu s th e land
c a ll ed th e Loui si an a T errit or y

stre tching west from the Mississippi
to th e Ro ckv Mountains.

In 1836. th e Texan s decla red th eir
independence from Mexico and es­
ta bl ish ed the Lon e Star Repu bl ic.
Th e .S. d idn ' t wa nt to o tfend Mex­
ico at the time and therefore d idn't
per mit Texas to be adm itted irnrne­
dia tc lv into the Unio n. T he U,S. fi­
nallv "did annex Texas in 1845. and
th isproved to be o ne more irritation
be tween Mexi co and Am erica which
fina lly led to the Me xican War of
1846- 1847.

In 1846, Britain and the United
St a les finall y sett led the ir border
dispute in the northwest. Prior to
th is date . Britain had claimed the
territor y of Oregon and Wa sh ing­
ton. wh ereas the U.S . had clai med
all of tha t terri tory plus British Co ­
lumbia . Rather than come to blows
both Britai n and A merica aareed
thu t a ll the la nd above the 49th par­
a llel - which ran between the U,S.
and the British Northwest Territorv
- wo uld be British, a nd a ll to the
so uth wo uld be U.S. territory except
Va nco uver Island. which wo uld re­
main under the British !lag.
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Americ a's " Manifest Destiny"

In th e m id 1800s. m an y A mericans
firmly be lieved in Am erica 's "rn a ni­
fest d estiny" - tha t Am erica wa s
d estined 10 in he rit all the land from
the Atla n tic to the Pacific.

S ix of th e o rigi nal T h irt een Colo­
n ies had recei \'~d royal gra nts giv­
ing th em "sea to sea " right s. Those
six sta tes we re : Massach uset ts. Con­
necticu t. Vi rgin ia . No rth a nd So uth
Caro lina a nd G eor gia . But in actua l
p rac tice. th ose roy~~l gra n ts o nly ex ­
tend ed \vcs twa rd (0 th e Mi ssissip p i
R ive r. sin ce France a n d S pain
claim ed a ll o r th e la nd west or the
M ississippi dur ing A merica's ea rly
his tory .

It was du ring the 1840s tha t th is
idea o f " ma n ifest d estiny" swep t th e
nation like a reli giou s reviv al.

"M a n ifest de~tiny . a persiste n t
a nd ch erished tradition o r u.s. h is­
to ry wh ich. in its b roadest co ncep­
tion . d ecl ared tha t A m er icans a re a
ch osen peo ple. b lessed with free in­
sti tu tions a nd o rd a ined bv God to
c;eatc a model soc ie ty in tile wild e r­
ness. In thi s sens e Man ifeSI Dest iny
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may be sa id to ha ve begun with the
Pu rita n land ing s at M assachusetts
bay in 1630. 1 1~ its mo re restricted
geog rap hica l sense. the ph rase re fe rs
to the desire o f Am er ica n c.:x pan­
sionists in th e 1840' s to ex ten d th e
bou nda rie s of th e Uni ted States to
the Pacific oc ea n . . : ' (Encvclo-
paedia Britann ica. 19 70 ed.), .

In 184 5. John O 'Sull ivan , wri t ing
in The United S tates .\l aga:: ine and
Democratic Review proph esied " the
fu lfillment o f our man if est destiny to
oversp rea d the contin ent a llo tted by
Pro vidence for the free d evelop ment
o f o ur yea rly mu ltip lyin g m illion s
[undj Ior th e d evelo pmen t o r liberty
a nd federa tive se lf-gove rn me nt:'

The Mexican War

W ith the id ea or "mani fest destin y"
p oun d i n g i n m an y Am eri c a n
breasts. it ' ....a s o nly a mat te r of time
un til these d ynam ic. rambunctious.
land -hu ngry Americans wo uld spill
over into M ex ica n territo ry. provo k­
in g a b loo dy co nflict with M exico .

D u ring the Presid ency o f James
K . Po lk. th e wa r haw ks lin all y suc­
ceeded in p ush ing America in to a

IN DUSTRIA L PROWESS: Abraham
Lincoln. preserver of America 's un ity.
guaranteeing a new age of great­
ne ss; th e Golden Spike links America
by rail. 1869; the Panama Cana l
(sho wing th e big cu t at Culebra)
forms a wate r bridge between two
oceans, 1914 (inset: its biggest booster,
Theodore Ro ose velt) : Henry Ford
develops the assembly line. 1913.
Credlrs Reproduced by permlSs,on of Hurllmglon Lbr8ry
San Marmo. Ca Wide wcoo. Panama Canal Co Ford Mo·
for Company (Inser. Culver Pc/ures Inc)

war with M exico . Th e M exica n \Var
sta rte d ou t as a me re bo rd er in­
cide nt d uri ng December 1846. bU I
soo n it esca la ted in to a full -sca le
war. On Ma rch 9. 1847 . G enera l
Wi n fie ld Scott land ed a fo rce or
a bout 10.000 m en a t Veracruz a nd
se t o u t to ca ptu re Mexico C ity .
re ach ing h is goa l on Sept. 14. 1847.

At the T rea ty of Guadalupe Hi­
dalgo. signe d on Feb ruary 2. 1848.
M exico ag reed 10 cede to th e U.S.
wh a t is BOW Californi a . Nevada .
Arizona. Uta h and New Mexico,
a lo ng with pa n s of \v'hat wa s to be­
co m e Colo ra do and Wyom ing. T he
U n ited S la tes ag reed to pay Mexico
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S 15.000.000 for the new ly ceded tcr ­
rito rv .
O~ lv abou t o ne week before that

rreuty was sig ned James \V. M ar­
sha ll di scovered go ld a t Sutler's M ill
- nor fa r from San Fra ncisco. Th is
res u lte d in the fa mo us Califo rn ia
Gold Ru sh of 1849 - wh ich helped
bri ng a flood of se tt lers int o that
spa rsely settled sta le.

Wo uld Am er ica be sa tisfied with
the terr itory which she now OCCll­

pied? HarJ iy. Ameri ca still cove red
a sliver o f Mexica n te rritorv. T he
U. S. finally agreed to ac q ui re the
"Gadsden Purchase" fro m Mexico
in 1853 for the sum of 5 10.000 .00 0.
W ith thi s purchase. the area com ­
pri sin g th e o rigina l 48 con tiguous
sta tes was now com ple te.

" Cho icest Bounties of Heaven"

T en vea rs la ter in the mids t o f the
hlo",i v Civil Wa r. Abra ham Lincoln
sa id abou t that rich la nd whic h
Am er ica then possessed : .' .. . We
ha ve been t ile recipien ts of the
choicest bount ies of Heaven: we have
been pre served these ma ny ye a rs in
pe a ce and p ro spe rity ; we ha ve
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g row n in n um bers . we a lt h. a nd
po \ver as no o ther nation has eve r
gro wn.

" But we have forgo tten God. W e
ha ve fo rgo tten the'"gracio us ha nd
which preserved us in peace a nd
m u l t i p l i e d a n d e nr ic h e d an d
strengthened us. a nd we have va in ly
im a uin ed , in the de ce itfuln ess o f o ur
hea; ts. th a t a ll these blessin gs we re
p rod uce d by so me superior wisd om
and virt ue of o u r o wn. Intoxica ted
with unbro ken success. we ha ve be ­
co me too self-su flicien t to feci the
ne cessity o f redeemi ng and pre­
se rv ing grace. too pro ud to pray to
the God th a t made us: '

A nd o n O ctober 3. 1863. Lin co ln
m a d e a nothe r p rocla ma tion in
wh ich he sa id : " No h uma n co unsel
ha th d ev ised no r hath a ny mortal
hand wo rke d o u t these area t th ings .
Th ey arc the gracio us '-g ifts o f th e
Most H igh G od. who . while deali ng
with us in an ger for o u r sins. hath
neve rthe less remembered me rcy:'

Th en. ne ar the end of the C ivil
W ar. Lin co ln issued a T hanksgiving
D a y procl am a t ion in whi ch he
ur ged h is fe llow Americans to prop-

e r ly o bse r ve the so o n-co m in g
T han ksgiving Day " as a day o f
tha nksg iving and praise to Alm ighty
G od th e be neficent C reator and Ru ­
le r o f the Universe. A nd I d o furt he r
recommend to my fell ow-citizen s
a fo resa id that o n that occasio n they
do rev eren tly hu mb le th em selves i~
the d ust and fro m then ce offe r u p
pen iten t a nd fervent p rayer s and
supplica tio ns to the Grea t Disposer
of Events fo r a ret urn of th e inesti ­
mable blessi ngs of peace. union.
a nd harmony throug ho ut the land
which it has pleased /l im 10 assign as
a {bn~/ling place f or ourselves and fo r
ou r posterity throug hout all genera­
no ns. "

How America " Sto le" Alaska
From Russia

Russia . as well as Spa in an d Fra nce .
had been gras p ing belatedly for
co n trol o f No rth Am er ica . She had
ta ke n possession of wh at is now
know n as Alaska. cla imed pa rts o f
we stern Ca nada. and in 1812 eve n
esta blished a th riving co lony o f
abo ut 400 people a t Fo rt Ross j ust
north of modern -day Sa n Fra ncisco.
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But Ru ssia so ld out he r Ca liforn ia
colony to John Sutt er in 184 1 for
530.000 . This was only 7 yea rs be­
fo re gold was discovered on Su tter's
property!

In 1867. only two Years afte r the
Civi l War. Russ ia sold Alaska to the
United Sta tes for only 57.200.000. a
litt le less than two cents pcr acre!

T ruly. no na tion in the lon g his­
tory of th e world has ever bee n so
bl e~"ed as this grea t lan d. Yet all too
ma ny Am erica ns neither feel nor
ex prcss mu ch gratitude to the Great
One who sha pes the destin ies o f all
nations and who has given us man i­
fold blessin gs.

Is America Too Privileged?

This nati onal ingra t itude is some­
tim es obv ious to others, Th e la te
prime minister of Jap an . Ka ku ei
Tanak a. seemed to sense that Amer­
icans today too ofte n take their
ble ssings for granted when he sa id
in la te 1973: " 1 often wonder whv
yo u [Amer icans] worry so much
about domestic probl em s when you
have such a n abundan ce of re­
sources. For exa mp le. look a t Amer-
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ican agricultural productivity. I t's
ea sy for the U.S. to expa nd its out­
put whenever it cho oses. We ca n' t
do tha t in Japan . . . . Wh en I com­
pare the situation here in Ja pan
with the situa tion in your co untry. I
th ink tha t as a nation )'ou are 100
privil e ged. .. •

lie then added: " Yes. I think God
has not been veryfair in the distribu ­
tion of reSOl/rces . . . of all the 3.7 bil­
lion people 11I0\\' ol'er 4 bi lliolll 0 11

this ear/h. Americans have the most
stable ecol1omy . they have a n abu n­
dance of resources ava ilable within
their own cou ntry. a nd the y ha ve
more invest ments abroad than any
other country ."

If one con siders the ferti lity of our
soil. the abundance of our natural
resources a nd the temperat e clima te
with wh ich we have bee n favored by
Heaven. then. witho ut dou bt. we
have been blessed abov e all other
na tion s. If one takes into acco unt
our unpa ra lle led sta ndard of livin g.
then he will have to acknowledge
th at we have been grea tly blessed. If
one looks a t the precious rights a nd
freedoms guaranteed by our Co nsti-

TECHNOLOGICAL REVOLUTION:
Charles Lindbergh and Amelia Ear­
hart glamorize aviation; America's
" arsenal of democracy " preserves
freedom in World War 1/; Americans
plant the fir st human footsteps on the
moon , Apollo XI. July 1969.
Ph% s Cul ver Pic/ures, Inc , (Inset. ReprOdUCed by oer­
rrnssl(m of Hunting /on LJbfary, San Ma rrno . Ca - DIe/<
WhJlllng ton CoJlecllon), Wide Wof o\:1, NASA

tution a nd govern ment, then he will
have to co nclude that we have been
highl y favored.

Will we give thanks to the Great
Bein g wh o ga ve li S all of these ble ss­
ings. or will we say: "My powe r and
the might of mine hand hat h gotten
me this wealth"? Arc our peop le
willing to ascribe these man ifold
blessings to ou r Crea tor?

America need s to be mindful of
th e tru e SOl/rce of a ll of her many
un precede nted blessings: "But thou
sha lt remember the Lord th y God :
f or it is he that giveth the; power
to ge l wealth . . ." (De ut. 8: 18).

How was America won? It was
won by the American people. not by
th eir wisdom and might . but only
becau se the grea t God willed it' 0
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DEMOCRAC~
THE ULTIMATE GOVERNMENT?
by Roderick C. Mered ith

Th e American people enjoy
the oldest democratic sys tem
in the world, along with un ­
precedented fre ed om s and
opportunities. But i s the ulti­
mate govern ment still in the
future? This revealing ar tic le
not only reminds Americans
of their many blessings, but
also exp lains what tomorrow
will brin g.

"F rom sea to shining sea !" That
p hrase once aga in came to
mind as ou r 74 7 cli mbed ov er

Lon g Isla nd Sou nd . veered to the
north and th en head ed west to th e
shores of the Pacific Ocean .

I was just comple tin g a sort of
" Bicen tennial tr ip : ' a journ ey th at
lo ok me. a mo ng other places. to re­
I1C\V my mem o ries of \Vash ing ton .
D.C .. Fort McHenry - whe re " The
Star Spa ng led Banner" was written
- and to the old Federal Building in
N ew Y o rk C i ty where Geo~ge
Washin gton wa s inaugurated . .

Often""' whe n I se~ the nation's
Ca p ito l or the Statue of Liberty.
chi lls run up and down my sp ine.

I rem em be r the raw Novem ber
eve n ings wh en O ld G lory wa s
hoiste d a loft to flutter in the breez e
- spo tligh ted in th e M idwestern sky
as we sa ng the national anthem just
before a football game. I remember
the sh in ing faces o f freckle-faced
boy s a nd little pig-tai led girls ~

stra in in u at a tte n tio n - as we re­
cited t h~ pled ge of a lleg iance to our
nag a nd our coun try at the begin­
ni ng o f ea ch schoo l d ay . A nd I sha ll
ne ver forget bein g shep he rde d so l­
em n ly in to the aud itorium o f Jo p lin .
M issouri 's West Central Schoo l tha t
raw December morning to hea r th e
fami liar voi ce of Fra nklin Roosev e lt
d ecla re :

"Yes terday. Decem ber 7. 1941 ­
a d at e that will live in infamy - th e
United Sta tes o f Am erica was sud ­
d en ly a nd d e libe ra te ly a ttacked . .. .
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'Ne will ga in the inevitable tr iumph .
so help us God. "

Quite a few yea rs later. on my
first tr ip to Europe. as ou r shi p
moved slowly o ut o f New York har­
bor a nd the SWlUe of Libe rty be ga n
to di sappear in th e fog. I rem ember
feeli ng nostalgic pangs, real izing
tha t I wa s lea ving so me pla ce pr etty
specia l. And indeed 1 was.

Our Democratic Heritage

O n ou r 200th birt hd ay. America
sta nds as th e oldest d em ocracy in
the world today. An d our Con st itu ­
tio n is th e oldest o f any nation still
in exi ste nce.

U nde r the blessing of a be n ign
Provid ence, our a ncestors d ev ised
the greatest government "of the
peo ple. hy the" peop le. a nd to r the
pe o ple " in th e history o f the wo rld.
Despite a ll its fa ults. o ur na t ion has
done more for the world a nd give n
more to the world tha n an v o the r in
modern hi story. .-

From the Hoover Pla n for the re­
construction o f Europe aft er Wo rld
War 1 and th e Lend-Lease Act of
1940 to the massive Marsh all Plan.
the A llia nce fo r Progress. the Peace
Corps. and a hos t of other be­
ncficcnt p rogra ms. the U nited States
ha s se t a n exa m ple of giving. help ­
in g. and build in g to the rest of the
world . Like the biblica l pa tria rch
Joseph . we today ha ve been ble ssed
wi th th e largest gra in su pp ly on
ea rth and have gla dl y di str ibuted it
to the h ungry nat ion s of the world ­
even. at tim es. to those who a rc ou r
sworn enemi es.

Energy and crea tivity? Aga in . it
wou ld he difficult ind eed to lind an
eq ual to twent ieth-cen tury America
in th ese tra its. Early in the last cen­
tury the renowned F rench h istorian­
phi losopher. Alexis de T ocqueville.
de scribed o ur nat ion as follows:

"The Un ited States o f Am erica
have o n ly been emancipated for
half a cen tury fro m th e sta te of col o­
nial de pe ndence in w hich they stood
to G reat Brita in .. .. Yet no people

in the world have made such rap id
prog ress in trad e a nd manufactures
as th e Am ericans . . . a nd although
th e ir manu factu res ha ve to st ruggle
with almost insu rm o un ta ble n a t~~al
im pcdim cn ts. they arc not pre­
ve n ted from mak inu areat and d ai ly
ad van ces. '"" '"" ~

" In th e Un ited Sta tes. " co nt in ued
de Tocqucvi llc . "the g rea tes t und er­
ta kings and specu lat ions are exe­
cu ted without d ifficulty. because the
whole population are engaged in
producti ve indus try. and becau se
th e poo rest as we ll as the most opu­
lent members of the co m monwc ulth
are ready to co m bine thei r e fforts
fo r these purposes. T he co nset] UC IH.:e
is. th at a stra nger is consian uv
ama zed by th e '""im me nse p u blic
works exec u ted .by a nat ion which
co ntai ns. so to spea k. no rich me n.
Th e Am erica ns arrived bu t as yes­
terd ay on the territory whi ch they
inh ahit. a nd they ha vc al rcady
cha nged the who le order of na tu re
for their own adva nta ge. Thev have
joined th e Hudso n t~) the ~tiss is­
sip p i. and mad e the Atlan tic O cean
co m m u nica te with th e Gulf o f Mex­
ico . across a co nt inent of m or e tha n
five h und red lea gu es in exte nt
which se pa ra tes the two seas. The
lo ngest rail roads wh ich have been
co nstruct ed . u p to th e presen t time.
are in Am eri ca : '

Today America is sti ll th e world 's
p remier de mocrati c. free en te rp rise
nat ion. The almost co m plete free­
d om of speec h. act ion. a nd th ou gh t
po ssessed by Unit ed Stat es citizens
is a ma rvel to most peoples o r th e
world. For eve n in Britain. Fra nce.
a nd other democra tic societies. 2-0V­

ernm ental co n tro l o f the radio ~lI1 d
tel ev is ion o ut le ts . s t r ic t gove rn ­
menta l regu la tio n o f b u sin~ss an d
in d ustry a nd a lso wh a t many A mer­
icans would re ga rd as co n fisca to ry
taxat ion poli cies a ll act as a repres­
sive in fluen ce on the kind of liber­
ti es most Ame ri c an s tak e for
gra n ted .

America has striven lon g and
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Since the national power of a democracy ultimately
resides in the people themselves. rather than

in an exclusive dictatoria l elite. the nation
as a whole is strong only to the extent that the

individual character of its c it izens remains strong.

hard to m ak e o ur nati o n a living
exa mple o f th e procla ma tion of th e
D e c lar ati on of I n d e p e n d e n c e :
" . .. that a ll m en a re c rea ted eq ua l.
that they a rc endowed by th e ir C re ­
at or with ce r tai n unalienable rig hts.
th at a mo n g th ese a re life. libe rtv.
a n d the pu~sui t of happiness: ' "

A Lesson in Applicati on

Eld r idge Cleaver. a former revo lu­
tio nary":' Black Panth er w ho use d to
rant aga ins t " the pig powcr s truc­
ture: ' has co me home to Ame rica
wi th a totally d iffere n t out look tha n
when he went in to se lf-i mpose d ex ­
ile over se ve n yea rs ago. Not on ly
ha s he himself be en "educated to
po lit ica l re alities in the wo rld . he
now can see tha t much has hap­
pen ed in the Am erican sys te m since
th e lim e he a nd his wife left the U. S.
He now sees far greater participa­
tion by b lack s a nd o the r m ino ri ties
in govern me nt th an h e di d in 1968.
H e fee ls that lega l and govern­
me n ta l discrim inatio n aga in st m i­
no rities has virtu allv vanished in the
U n ited States. •

Cleaver sees the e ndi ng o f the
Vietnam wa r a nd the ou st ing of
Presid e n t N ixon as sia ns tha t d e­
m o c ra c y is wo rk in g '-- th a t th e
peo p le c a n m ak e '-t he i r w is he s
know n an d ca rr ied o ut. He ree ls tha t
th is wo rking ou t in p ractice o f the
princip les o f democ racy is un ique
and mak es Ame rica. poli tic ally. th e
best pl ac e in thc world .

C leaver has continually empha­
sized since his return that the ruling
cl asses in most Communist and
T hird World countries ex ist onlv to
pe rpet ua te th e ir ow n se llish inter­
ests . O n th e o ther hand . C leaver
fi nd s it al most a m usi ng tha t so
ma ny Ame rica n int e llectua ls spe nd
thei r time cr itic izing A me rica n so­
cie tv and p rai sin!!'- the co un tr ies
wh i~h Cleave r sees ~lS po litically rot­
ten .

After e xpe r ie ncing seve n yea rs of
se lf- im pos ed exi le in va r io us o the r
countries. C leaver is reso lu te ly o p-
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po sed to co mmu nism . lie s ta tes:
"A fte r all my tra vels a nd seeing the
so cia lists' wor ld up very close. really
see in g how th e Sov iet U nion and
Chin ~ function. well. I now th in k
th at the U. S. shou ld be second to
none mili tari ly . . . : .

Un ique Personal Freedoms

T h e a bove exa m ple could be mu lti­
p lie d th ousand s of tim es. f-o r m any
Am e ricans never fully appreciate
what the y ha ve unti l th ey live in
so me o t h~ r la nd . U nde r the de mo­
e ra tic sys te m of c hec ks a nd ba la nces
- a nd th e o p po rt unity to free ly elect
ou r leaders - A me rica ns e njoy a
more o pe n and flexible political sys ­
tem th a n has th us fa r come a bout
by a ny ot her means.

For exa m ple. the Fi rs t A m end ­
m ent to th e U.S . Co nsti tu tio n re ads :
" C o ngress sha ll mak e no la w re­
spec ting a n es tab lishmen t o f reli ­
g io n. or p roh ibi tin g the free exercise
th e reo f: o r a br id ging the freedo m of
sp eech. o r o f the.... pr'ess: or th e righ t
of thc people pe aceably to asse m ble.
a nd to pe titi on the go vernmenl for a
red ress of grievances."

A few yea rs ago . the U.S. Su­
pr eme Cou n a tlirmed the total rel i­
g io us free do m which has a nd m ust
co ntin ue to exis t in th is na tio n. It
sa id : " F re edom to worsh ip wa s in ­
di s p ensa bl e in a cou n t ry w ho se
people ca me trom the four corners
of th e earth a nd b rouah t with th em
a di ve rsity o f rel igio us op inio n.
T oday authorit ies list 83 separa te
reliziou s bodies. ea ch with mem ber­
s h ip exceeding 50.000. existin g
a mong o ur pe o ple as we ll a s in nu ­
m e ra b le sm a lle r g ro ups. . . . T he
pl ace of rel igion in o ur socie ty is a n
exa lted o ne. ac hieved thro ug h a
lo ng tr ad it io n of re liance on the
ho m e. th e c h u rc h. a n d the in­
vio la b le ci tadel of the indi vidu a l
hea rt and mind . W e ha ve co me to
rea lize th ro ugh bitter experience
th at it is no t within the pow e r or
go vernment 10 invade that c ita del.
~\"h e l her its purposc o r ctleci be to

a id o r o p pose, to ad vance or ttl re­
ta rd . In the re la tio nship betwee n
m an and reliuion. th e s ta te is tirmlv
comm itt ed to'"a posit ion of neulrai­
ity. '

H ow ra re th e se Ir cc do m s o r
speec h. pres~ . a nd reli gion have
been down throu gh th e Years of
h u m an h istory! '" ..

Even though the democrat ic pro­
cess is oft e n slow a nd cumbersome
- oltc n imped ed by hu man na ture
- it has provided the safest. the
weal thiest. the most creati ve. and
ce rta inly the freest society in mod­
e rn limes. Emulatin g Am~rica 's suc­
cess. m o s t \\' e s l ~ r n E urop e an
nations and Ja pan eme rged fro m
Wo rld \\ 'a r II as genuin e dem ocra­
cic s. Since th at limc the grca iest
wa ve o r prosp e rity and crea tivity
th e wo rld has known - affcctinu all
c1 a ,\ scs or m an - ha s blessed 111c :-,c
na tions as we ll.

Let us be tha nkful for [he- ma ni­
fo ld blessings enjoyed with in th e
tr ccd orn s wh ich dc m ocruc v has
m ad e possible. \\' e.: in Am erica han:
mu ch to be th a nk ful fo r in th i:-. Bi­
centennial year!

Creeping Doubt and
Diffi c ult ies

T he re is no d o ubt tha t A me rica is
tucing a crisis of conf idence. \Ve.:
ha ve seen Vie tnam. Cambod ia . and
Laos all fall 10 thc co m m un ists. In
Februarv o r thi s vcar, An gol a fell to
l\ l a rx is l -fo rCt:s b~cked up'-by Cuban
m erce na rie s a nd Soviet advi sors ­
making a sha mbles o f U.S. po licy in
Africa .

On th e na tional sce ne. the sca n­
dais o f Wateraatc. the a lm ost J aih
news of corponue payolfs and other
rev e lations of frail ly in high places
ha s undermi ned the con fiden ce o f
th e Am erican people in th eir leade rs
and in thei r institutions. Renewed
confid en ce in Ameri ca 's lead er sh ip
a nd in o ur fu nd ame nt a l insti tut ions
mu st b e res tored if rh e U nited
St a tes is to co n tin ue as the lcadinu
wo rld pl)Wer. '-
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Soon, an entirely different form of government
will be brought to all the peop les of the earth .
It will not come by human reason, politics,
or force of arms. It will come as a result
of divin e in tervention.

Th e B iggest Cr is is of All

Fina lly. the re is a crisis ofcharacter.
Suc h scandals as Wa tergat e re fle ct
xo rnc th in a wh ich has bee n snea king
lip on ou~bli nJ side for Illany yea rs.
Th.u is t he 1 ~IC ( th a t. 1110re tha n we
wo u ld like to a d mit. WI.: have be­
co me a na tion of lia rs. chea ters .
thie ves. adulterers . a nd blasph emers.

we re a d co n ti n uin g ex poses
about the p h ilandc ring s 0 1" a recent
p res iden t a nd th e lies a nd di rty
tricks of a no ther. We arc in the
m idst o f a virt ua l ~1 \·ailanche of vio­
lence in o u r e nte rta in men t m edia
and porn ogr a ph y o n the news­
sta nds.

OUf economv. like a na rcotic ad ­
di ct. is d epend ent upon th e co n tin­
ua l rc fi na ncin s of a mounta ino us
bu rd e n of uebt. The once-h era lded
vi rt ues o f th rift. se lf-d isc ip line. hon­
es tv, a nd se lf-re lia nce hav e d is­
a ppeared fro m vas t segm en ts o f the
Am eri can p ub lic,

C lea r ly. a fundam enta l chan ge
must co~e a bou t in this broad ar~a
of d eclin ing nation a l charac te r.

Le sso n of H istory

W ill D ur ant. th e historian. su m ma ­
rizes the ca uses of the fall o f the
Roman Em pire with words tha t a rc
vita l to our sit ua tio n today : ..A g reat
c iv iliza tion is not co nq ue red from
withou t unti l it ha s destroved itse lf
w it h in. Th e essential c ~t u ses o f
Ro m e's d ecl ine lay in her peop le .
her m ora ls. her cla ss s rru a ule. he r
tai ling trade. he r blln.:a llcr~~ic des­
potism . he r s tilling tax es. he r co n­
su m ing wars. , . ."

S pea king in a sim ila r ve in. Ed ­
mund Bu rk e . th e u rc a t En g lish
sta tesm a n. e xpla ined t ha t : " ~le~ are
q ua lified for civi l libe rty in exact
pr oport ion to thei r di sp osi tion to
put moral cha ins upon their ow n
a p pe tites. , " Societ y canno t ex ist.
unless a co ntro lling power upon wi ll
a nd appe tit e be placed so mewh ere :
a nd th e less of it th ere is within . the
more th e re must he wit ho ut. It is

,o rd a ined in th e etern a l consti tut ion
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of things. th at men o f in te m pera te
mi nd s ca n not be free . T heir pas­
sions forge their fe tte rs."

But w ~l we American s put " mora l
cha ins" on o ur appetit es'? Will we
build a stron g individual charac ter.
st ro ng fa m i l i~.... and thus a st ro us
A Ill ~ ri ca ill vcars uhcu d? ...

The tr ut h is th at a d e rn oc rucv is
the m ost Iruail c o r aovc rnmcrunl
sys te ms . Sincc"'thc nat i ~nal pow e r o f
a d emocracy ultimntelv resides in
the peo p le themsc l\·es . ~ rather tha n
in a n exclus ive d icuuoriul el ite . the
na tion as a wh ole is stro ng on lv to
th c ex te n t th at th e i n di vi d~la l char­
ac re r o r its cit izens re m a ins s tro ng.

Th e Ultimate Gov ern ment

As beneficia l as dc mocra r v is. th is
form of hu ma n aov crn mcnt is no t
without its fau lt s. As The wan
Street J ournal rcccut lv observed :
"Dc mocra cv ha s ne ve r heen neat o r
tid y. bu t i t ~ has a lwa ys bee n bu oy­
an t. One mu st hope it will stu m ble
su ccess tu llv into the fu ture."

R i2.ht ind ced .
\V ~ Am eri cans ca n be ex tre me lv

gr a tefu l tha t we arc not livin u under
; d ict ator o r a vc nuc fu l ll1on:lfch o r
an", o ther tOla lita"'r ia n sys te m. A s
sd lis h . bu n gling h uman sovcrn­
m en ts eo, \\:-e \ 'c'- dcflnitclv ; o t th c
best. ... . '-

Howe ve r. regard less o f po litica l
sys te ms. the nat ions o f th is world
~;re me a nw hile uirdinu fo r a aa raan­
tuan World Wa~ 1I 1111 at willle,~u to
h uma n ex ti nc tion un less o u r Cre­
ator in terve nes .

A nd in te rven e he w ill ( Muu .
24:22) , Fo r t he grea t C rea to r - of
whom our found ing fathe rs spoke so
much - has be tter things in sto re ­
fo r America. as well as l~}r the whole
wo rld.

Soon . a n e n tire lv d if fe rent fo rm of
gove rn men t wi ll be bro ug ht to a ll
the peoples or the earth . It wi ll not
co me by human reason. pol itics. o r
force o f a rms.

It will com e as a result o f d ivine
in terve nt io n in human a ilu irs de-

sc r ibed in litc ral lv sco res o f Bib le
prop hecies understood and be lieved
in bv th ou sa nd s o f o ur Bibl c- bciicv­
ina :IIKesto rs. h ut m isu nd ers tood o r
w~ l rl.: d at by most of o u r mod e rn
gen c rat ion , '
-- Th c " fa the r of n u l' co u n t ry.'
G c o r e c W a s h i n u to n . de clared:
" T her~ is a gre at "'Ik ing w ho rul es
ove r the un iver se : ' The mc-suue o r
thi s g reat Be in g is ca lled "the g~}s pel
of the kinudorn of God" ( ~ I"rk

I : 14 ), Stnll~ge as it may see m to
so me . it is a mCSSi.H?e conccrni nu a
literal world-ruling. X OI '(' I'I/ lllt'llf tobe
establ ished over the na tio ns of the
eart h bv J esus Ch rist at his ret u rn
(R e\C lat ion II : 15 ).

Th at g~)\" e!'n menr wi ll be a thooc­
rac t' - a gov ern me nt of and bv
G od, But ll~l l i kC' all hum an govC'n{­
morn s that ha ve ev e r bee n deviscd.
it will be d irected in pe rfe ct love.
perfect justice . pe rfect wi.... dom and
und e rs tan d ing,

It will be se t u p a ~ a literal go v­
ernm ent o n th is ea rth in our gellera­
tion. And th is is as su re as the ris in g
a nd -ct tina of to morrow 's su n.

In t he n;eam im e. in this Bicc ntc n­
ni al vc a r. we sho uld re mem ber the
deeprespect a nd awe acco rded th e
e ternal sovcreien of a ll bv those: who
d id . in fact. fOl~nd thi s nat ion .

Let us ac know leduc the wisd om
of A braham Lincoln....w ho d escr ib ed
G od 's gu ida nc e or our lir st presi­
de nt a nd s ta ted : " W ith ou t the a id of
tha t D ivin e Beina w ho ever ai ded
him , w ho co nt ro ls"'mi ne a mi a ll d es­
ti ni es. I canno t succeed. With th a t
axxis ta nce, I ca n no t fuil ."

We Am e rica ns sho u ld s ra tc fu llv
ac knowledge G od's O\'cc; 1I 2uiJ­
uncc in th'C destin v o f o ur n .~t i on .
W e should th a nk ~h i l1l for the un­
be lieva blv a bund a n t b lcssi na» th al
have accrued to o ur pcopl~ these
pa st two hund red years,

T he n we sho uld tc rvcntlv as k th a t
God would lea d a nd h lcs~ th is na ­
tion a nd each one o f us in it in ve ars
to come. This sho uld he ou r lik en­
ten nial pu rpose and pra yer. 0
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Faith of the
Founding Fathers

by John R. Sch roeder

- ------ ---- - ------------_._- - - -
How many knowthat ThomasJefferson compiled a book based

on the fourgospels? It is widely assumed by cynics today that most
ifnot allof the founding fa thers did not really believe in

God. This challenging article unearths many authentic, but little -known
quotations relating to their religious beliefs.·_-_·-·_-------·-__.0-_ - .__. _

T
he Bicentenni a l yea r has

been mark ed bv th e rc­
t;' lll~ rgc~Kc or.rc![gioll ~lS a
major Issue In American

po litics. T he "' re lig io lls issue" is OI1<...'C

aga in a via b le pa n of election-year
s tra icav
Th;~ 1960 e lec tio n of a Roma n

Ca tholic 10 th e U.S. l' res idc nc v had
a ppar ent ly tak en religion ou t ()f na­
tio na l po lit ics. A t least llla llY 00·
se rve rs thou ght so. Howe ve r. events
of the last few m on th s have shown
tha t th e rel ig ious issu e was no t co m­
ple te ly dealt bu t only slum bering.

It ha s be en wide ly re po n ed th a t
the front- fu n ning De mocra tic can­
didate for Pres iJ~nl. Jimmv Ca rter.
is a man of ve rv Jeep religiou s con­
vict ions. He is ~l deaco n a~l d a Su n­
du v-sch oo l teache r in one of the
la (ges t and most respected Prot es­
ta nt dcnom inauons. I Ie has not to­
ta lly omi tte d his "co mm itm en t to
C h ;'ist" from his campai gn speeches.
M aj or American new s magazines
ha ve p rin ted articles repor ting on
~'1 r. C a rt er's rela tionsh ip with G od .

On ce a gain a man 's re lig ious be ­
liefs m ay l)e one o r th e mo~e im por­
tant fa c to rs in th e p resid en t ia l
choice of the American elec tora te.

The Oval Office - Responsible
to God?

Th e vita l importance of re lig ious
ethics reappeared on th e A merican
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sce ne in th e wa ke o r Wate rsate . Th e
reli gio us co nvers ion o f ol~e of the
convicted felon s wa s widclv circ u­
luted in newspa pe r an d ;1at io na l
m a gazine a rticles.

i\ th eists. agnos tics and ske p tics
alik e we re shoc ked bv the overtlv
re l igio us P r e siJ c ni ial pa r d o n
speech. In pard oning fo rm er Pr esi­
de nt N ixo n, 1\.1r. Ford sa id : "T he
Co nst itu tion is the su pre me law or
o ur la nd and it gove rns our ac tions
as cit ize ns. Only the law s of God,
wh ich gm'c rn o ur co nscie nces. arc
su per io r to it. As \'I 'C a rc a nation
under Cud, so I a m sworn to u phold
ou r la ws with the he lp of God [em ­
phasis m ine throu ghou t a rticle]."

H o we ve r. one wr i te r fo r Th e
H umanist (Nov.- Dec. 1975) took is­
sue wit h o ur head of sta te . "Ford
ta kiue c ues fro m God ra the r than
th e American peo ple is n01 o n ly a n
o utrageous assa ult o n a system of
j u stic~ wh ere we cla im equuy be fo re
th e law. it is a lso an insult to our
int ell igen ce a nd our be lief in a lte r­
nat ive be lief sys te ms. "

No twithst a n d ing the furr o wed
brows o f wo rr ied no n be lievers. the
th eological beliefs of a ll o ur prcsi­
d e nt s have be en colored bv the ir
rel igiou s bac kgro unds . Ou r -ro u nd ­
in g fa the rs were Ill) except ion . T he
wri tten tes tim on y o r the historical
record ca nno t be su m m a rily ca st
aside as " rel igio us do uble-ta lk ."

Declaration of Independence

On J ulv 4. 1776. it wax the u n.uu­
mous declaration o f thirteen united
s ta les that "When in the course of
human even ts. it be com es necexsurv
fo r o ne people to dissolve the pOliti­
ca l bo nd s which have co n ne c ted
th e m with a no the r. a n d to ass u me
among the pow ers o f the ea rt h. the
se p a ra te a nd eq ua l s ta t ion 10 wh ich
th e Laws of N ature a nd of Ncuure...·
Gud en titl e them ... ." All fl ftv-six
m e m ber s o f th at co ng ress a ppar­
ently believed that G od ent itled
them to thei r se parate bu t eq ua l
sta tus wit h Great Britain .

Cont inu es the Decla rati o n of In­
dep endence: "We hold these tru ths
to be sel f-evid e nt. th at a ll men are
creat ed equal. that th ey are endo wed
bv their Creat or wit h ce rta in in­
al ien able riuhts . , .." The Ioundin u
fathers a t ie~l s l /orJII (J /~ r bel ieved aD
m en were cr ea ted bv God .

The God-Consclousness

Se veral years d own th e road ca me
th e U .S. Constitu tion . Ad ded to it
we re the first ten a m endme n ts called
the " Bill of Rlulus. " Am en dm ent
o ne stip ula tes : "Co ngress sha ll make
no la w respect ing an estab lishment
o f religion. ~ or prohibif ill{; tile /;'ce
exercise thereo]. ... ..

Decad es la te r A brah a m Lincoln
decided to druw upon the wisdo m of

tContinued on page 23)

17



"70 the corrup tions of
Christianity I am

indeed opposed, but not
to the genuine precepts

of Jesus himself.
I am a Christian, but I

am a Christian only
in the sense in which I

believe Jesus wished
anyone to be."

18

Thomas Jefferson

Thetruro President of tile United States was a champ ion of religious freedom as
was his successor, James Madison . Jefferson wrote the bill for religious freedom in
Virginia . He was a philosop hical " father-figure" ot the Bill of Rights .

Because of his disregard for deno minationalism, Thomas Jefferson was
frequently attacked as an unbeliever. He defended himself to the point of writing
The Lile and Morals 01Jesus - his own compilation of the heart. root and co re of
the teachings of Jesus Christ.

However, it must be said of Jefferson that he leaned heavily in the direction of
Deism - apparently denying the bibl ical miracles. On the other side, it must also
be said that he had an enormous interest in the Chrislian religion.

To a good friend. " He wrote that his religious beliefs were the ' result of a life of
inqui ry and reflection . and are very different from the Anti -Christian system
attributed to me by those who know nothing of my opinions. To the corruptions 01
Chris tianity 1am indeed opposed, but not to the genuine precepts of Jesus himself.
I am a Christian, but I am a Christian only in the sense in which I believe Jesus
wished anyone to be, sincerely attached to his doctri ne in preference to all others;
ascribing to him all human excellence, and believmq that he never claimed any
other' " (In God We Trust. p. 117)
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Benjamin Franklin
Franklin outl ined his personal religious creed to Ezra Stiles in a letter wr itten just

before his death : " Here is my creed, I believe in one God, Creator of the Universe.
That He governs it by His providence. That He ought to be worshipped . That the

most acceptable service we render Him is doing goo d to His othe r chi ldren .... As
to Jesus of Nazareth ... I think the system of morals and his religion , as he left
them to us, the best the world ever saw or is likely to see: but I apprehend it has

received various corrup t changes . . . " (In God We Trust, pp. 18-19).
Like his colleague George Washington, Ben Franklin saw God in a national

setting. The following excerpt from a speech to the Constitutional Convention on
June 28,1787, consti tutes a perpetual warning to this great country:

" .. . The longer I live the more convincing Proofs I see of this Truth. That God
governs in the Altairs of Men' - And if a Sparrow cannot fall to the Grou nd without

his Notice, is it probable that an Empire can rise without his Aid? - We have been
assured, Sir, in the Sacred Writings , that 'except the Lord build the House, they

labour in vain that build it. ' I firmly believe this; - and I also believe that without his
concu rring Aid we shall succeed in this political bui lding no better than the
Builders of Babel : we shall be divided by our little partial local interests, our

Projects will be confounded and we ou rselves shall become a Reproach and a
Byeword down to future ages."
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"Without his concurring
Ald . . . we shall be
divided byour little
partial local interests,
our Projects will be
confounded and we
ourselves shall become
a Reproach and a .
Byeword down to
future ages."
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".. .Il/lmbly offering our
prayers and supplications

to the great Lordand
Ruler of nations and

beseech him to pardon
our national and other

transgressions. . . ."

20

GeorgeWashington

The father of our country was a very private person when it came to his religious
beliefs. Specific person al views are, therefore, difficult to document. But " Whatever
the prec ise facts, It is most certainly untrue that Washington was an Atheist, as was
charged dur ing hisPresidency and at varioustimes since" (In God We Trust,p. 47).

Most of his speeches and writings abou t Deity cast God in a national setting.
Take for examp le the nrst Thanksgiving Day procla mation under the Constitution in
New York City on Octo ber 3, 1789 .

He said : " Whereas It is the duty of Nations to acknowledge the providence of
Almighty God. to obey his will, to be grateful for his benefits, and humbly to implore
his protec tion and favor .... And also that we may then unite in most humbly
offering our prayers and supplications to the great Lord and Ruler of nations and
beseech him to pardon our national and otner transgressions, to enable us all ,
wheth er in public or private stations, to pertorrn our several and relative duties
properly and punct ually . "
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James Madison
Our fourth president excelled in biblic al courses as a grad uate student at

Princeton , espec ially In Hebrew language studies , He con tinue d his theological
studies throughout his life ,

In the field of religion , James Madison was fi rst and foremos t an advoca te of
freedom of worship. In helping draft the state constitution of Virginia, Madison

wrote the first rough manuscript of 'the article on religious freedom , It prove d to be
a philosophical forerun ner to the first amendment to the Bill of Rights

We quote It here: " That religion, or the dut y which we owe to ou r Creator, and
the manner of discharg ing It, can be directed onl y by reason and convict ion , not by

force or violence: and fherefore, tha t all men should enjoy the fullest toleration In
the exercise of religion , accord ing to the dictates of con science, unpu nished and

unrestrained by the magistrate, unless under colou r of religion . any man disturb
the peace, the happiness . or safety of Soci ety. And that it is the mutual duty of all

to practice Chris tian forebea rance , love, and charity. toward s each other " (The
Journal of the Virginia Convention, 1776 ).
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" .the duty which we
owe to our Creator . . .
can be directed only by
reason andconviction,
not by force or

. I "mcuence . . . ~.
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'i'ls I understand the
Christian religion, it was,

andis, a revelation.
But how has it happened

that millions of fables,
tales, legends, have been

blended with both
Jewish and Christian

revelation that have made
them the most

bloody religion that
ever existed?"

22

John Adams
The second President of the United States was perhaps more of a Puritan and a
fundamentalist than the others, though it is difficult to hang a hard and fast label on
him. He was" . . . called a Puritan, Deist, Orthodox Christian [fundamentalist] , and
Humanist in one lifetime . . ." (In God We Trust, p. 75).

Famous American historian Page Smith wrote: "John Adams was as determined
to hold to the reality of a personal God and life beyond death as he was to eschew
Calvinism's insistence on predestination, infant damnat ion, election . and other
tenets held in strictest observance by his Braintree [Massachusetts] forebears "
(John Adams, vol. 1, p. 29),

President Adams knew that chu rchianity could not resist blending " paganism
with the Bible." He wrote: "As I understand the Christian religion, It was, and is, a
revelation , But how has It happened that millions of fables, tales, legends have
been blended with both Jewish and Christian revelation that have made them the
most bloody religion that ever existed? " (In God We Trust, p. 75),

Adams asked the churches of his day some very hard questions: "Where do we
find a precept in the Gospei requiring Ecclesiastical Synods? Convocations?
Councils? Decrees? Creeds? Confessions? Oaths? SUbscriptions? and whole cart­
loads of other trumpery that we find religion encumbered With In these days?" (The
Adams Papers, vol. 1, p, 8,)
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Al ienated as he was from ch urch
rituals, Joh n Adams did believe in
the existence 01a personal God
based on suc h things as " the
amazmg harmony of our solar
system " and " the stupendous plan
of operation" (op. cu., 1,27-30).

Even the mirac les of Jesus did
not bother him. His diary recorded:
"The great and Almig hty author of
nature, who at first established
those rules which regulate the
worl d can as easily suspend those
laws whenever HIs providence sees
suff ic ient reason for such
susp ension . This can be no
objection , then, to the miracles of
Jesus Christ" (op. cil. , I, 11 ).

This Puntan revolut ionary also
knew something of God 's purpose
for human life . He wrot e in his diary:
" Oh l, that I could wear out of my
mind every mean and base
affect ion , conquer my natural pride
and self co nceit ... acquire the
meekness and humility which are
the sure mark and characters of a
great and generous soul, and
subdue every unworthy
passion .. ." (op. cit" I, 8). He
further observed in a letter to
Richard Cranch : " He [Go d) has
given me the reason , fa find out the
truth and the real design of my
existence here [on the earth]" (In
God We Trust, p. 92).

John Adams' belief in a literal,
personal God survived the attacks
of Thomas Paine, Dupu is and
Vol taire. In 1816 he wrote: " DupUIS
has made no alteration in my
op inio n at the Chr istian religion, in
its primitive purity and simplicity,
which I have entertained for more
than sixty years. It is the religion of
reason , equ ity and love; it is the
religion of the head and of the
heart . , ." (op . cit. , p. 104).

Not many years before his death ,
Adams wrote to an old friend: " I am
not tormen ted with the fear of
death .... A kind Providence has
preserved and supported me for
eighty-five years and seven mon ths,
through many dangers and
diff icu lties ... I am not afraid to
trust its good ness to alt
eternity . . . " (op. CII., p. 113).

Adams died at 90 on the same
day Thomas Jefferson did, the
fift ieth anniversary of the
Dec laration of Independence .
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Founding Fathers
tContinued [rom page / 7)

the ruu iou's fou nd ina UOl:UIll CIlL In
his fam o us GCllv:.;-hur!.? udd rc ss,
President L incoln~ stat;J : "f our­
"co re and seve n vca rs a ao our
fathers brought fOflh on t hi~ conti­
nent. a n c\\~ nation. co nce ived in
libcrtv. a nd ded icated to the propo­
si tio n that all me n arc crea ted
eq ual .. . . that this notion, under
God, shall have a new birt h of free­
dom . .. ," It was Linco ln who
added the previously "offici ally un­
written" conc ep t tha t we are a na­
lion under God .

So President Ford. in cxercisina
h i ~ re liuious freedom ~u a ranteeJ
under tile first amendment to the
Constitution. extra pola ted part o f
his now tumous presiden tial pardon
message from so me "cry rich and
deeply rooted historical precedent s.
He did not invent the God con­
,c io u~ ne~~ that has been with ou r
nation since its incep tion .

Even Sir Winston Churchill consid­
ered the opening sentences of the
Declaration of Inde pendence to be
both "fum iliar and immortal: ' He
further considered the American
Constitution as "a rea tfirmmio n of
taith in the principles pa in fully
evolved ova the cen tur ies bv the
Eng lish-spcaking peop les:' Sir\ Vin­
", IO n commented that the Constitu­
ti on " c ns hrine d lo n a -s t a n d i n e
English ideas o tj usrice a71d lib erty."

These fundamental historic docu­
ment s revealed sorncthinu of the re­
ligious beliefs of the ir f~f1nu lators.
" R i ~h t s were 'God-u ivc n' : man was
'e ndowed by his ....Crc..uo r' : there
we re 'natural laws' and 'natural
riulu s' : Freedo m was related to the
's; cre u ness' or man " ( Norman
Co usins. I II God We Trust. p. 10).

It is certainly truc that 1/01 eve ry-
o n c of our [o un d i n u l'u t b e rs
profe ssed a formal 1~lit h ~ However .
most of them "maintained respect
for the Bible as the source of the
Jud a eo-Ch rist ian relig iou s be­
lie f .. :' and they "most certainly
d id not turn a aa ins t God or lose
their re~pec[ to....r religious beliefs"
ubid., pp . ~ -9 ) .

It is axiomat ic that we owe these
men a great deb t for the vast reli­
gious rr....ecdoms we now possess in

the United Stutes. Each one contrib­
uted to our freedo ms so mething" a
little diffe ren t from the other.

Whal ll All Means

T he fo undi ng fat hers co uld not
guaran tee ", piritual hap piness to any
individ ual - () 11 ~r the pursuit of it.
They coul d not guarantee anyone
an adventu rous, abundant and full
life. Wh at thcv could do was IV ere ­
ale a clima te ~/()r the [unhcr devel ­
0pllIel/l of the human potential. And
this they did !

" .. . the founders had a deep re­
speer fo r the spiritual urge in man.
They bel ieved that religiou s cx pe ri­
cncc wa -, an intensely perso na l one .
and they were historically mindfu l
o f I he ~ell.\"e with which~ re tigions

tended '0 he arrayed against each
other. oft en at the ex. pense o f reli­
gio n itself Therefore. if man's natu­
~al right to his reliaious belief s was
to he~u phe l d . he had to he prot ected
not on ly against the authoritarian
antireligious state but aga inst rel i-
gious 11~)Ilopoly . ....

"For con firmation. the fou nders
had only to consult history. Many
denominations, in a clear pos ition of
au thority. were unable to resist the
tempuuion of moving toward a mo­
nopoly. Hen ce the need IV guarantee
th « rdigious [reedo sn 0/ all as the
best iray a/serving the spiritual needs
of the i lllli ,'idllll /"(Op. cit ., pp. 9- 10).

So the fo unding fathers se parated
Church fro m State. In a theocracy
d irectl y ruled by the Crea tor God,
churc h and state would ao hand-in­
hand . But in 1.1 secular ~"o rl J often
hostile to God . separation is an ab­
so lute necessity. Jesus Christ cnu n­
d ated this principle in the gospels.
"Render therefore unto Caesar the
things which are Caesar's: and unto
God the things that arc Go o's"
(Ma tt. 22:2 1). ~

Our national and personal debt to
the foun ding la thers is a heavy one!
The Plain TrUlII fami ly (its editors
and readers al ike) owes a great de al
to the founding pri ncip les of this
free nation . With out freedom of re­
lia ion Tile Plain TrUlIJ would be in
je~) pa rJy o f publication . Gelling
God 's Ann oun cement to the nations
would be difficult indeed ,

But thanks he to our Creator for
his creation of America. "God mend
thine eve ry flaw: ' D
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Parents are increas ingly neglecting thei r most imp ortant
responsibility, otten with tragic results.

ARE WENEGLECTING
OUR NATION'SYOUTH?

by Donald D. Schroede r

N
e ve r ha ve ou r yo ung people

ha d more leisu re ti me. better
food , better ed uca tion. or

m o re m a te ri a l goods . Ye t yo uth ful
violence. aggres sio n. and hos tility is
m o r e p ro no un ccd t h an i n an y
pe r iod of modern his to ry. Fo rty pe r­
ce nt of United States cr imes of vio­
le nce a n d two third s of c r im es
aga inst pro perty (8 0(1(' o f va nda lism)
a re comm itt ed by t hose u nd er
twenty-one.

And the U.S. IS by no means
a lone in thi s ph en om en on . Yo u th
crime a nd vio le nce a rc epide mi c in
al most a ll " ad van ced" countries.

"" \Ve a re ex pe rie nc ing a b rea k­
d own in the process of ma ki ng
h u m an beings hum a n: ' st ress es
Corne ll ps)' clH) logi s l a nd ca ree r
ch ild wa tc he r U r ic Bron fcnbrcnner.

It would be grossly mis lead ing to
im pli cat e that a ll mod ern yo u th are
tu rni ng o ut "bud. ' Th e re are innu­
merable no table e xceptio ns w it h
which we a re :.I II fam iliar. Sti ll. o u r
ch ildrcn an d yo ung a d ult s - to rnor­
row's m os t va lua ble :J11<.1 importun t
reso u rce - are tem p led to re spond
to a lluri ng b ut wa rped soc ia l fo rces
that ha ve a lrea dy pushed un to ld
n u m b e r s i n to h e a r t a ch e . d is­
illus ionm ent. a nd ruin ed lives.

Paren ts on the Run

M any forces ha ve ca used thi s cr isis.
h u t w ithou t a dou bt the bigge st
sin gle Fa ctor is thai yo uth a nd par­
en ts increas ing ly a rc go ing th e ir se p­
a ra te wa ys.

Ha ving lost th eir sp iritua l and
mora l ro o ts. many parent s are run ­
n ing. many litera lly. from one or the
m ost im port ant res po ns ibi lities in
life : tha t of prepa rin g the fu tu re
gc nera uon u nder th eir cha rge to be­
come in te lligent. se lf-d isc ipli ned . re­
s p o ns i b le. p r o d u c t i v e , dec ent
hu m an be ings.

"A n incr easing n umber of pa re n ts
ha ve res ign ed their respo nsibi li ty
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fo r the c ha rac te r of the ir ch ild ." says
Dr. A mitai Et z ion i. pro fessor of s~)­

c iol ogy at Colu mb ia University.
"I t ' s a s e l c m e n t ur v as t hat. "

Caugh t up in a ~vh i rhv i nJ of
work . soc ia l. or e nte rtai n ment ac tiv­
itics, many pa re n ts ha ve litt le time .
desire. or cnc ruv to show a ffe ction
o r to give posi~~'e trai n ing a nd dis­
ci pl i n~ to th e ir offsp ring. "'Y r.= t th ese
are the basi c essentia ls o f "mak ing
h u man be ing s h uma n ," ...

Find ing their ch ild re n irri ta ting.
un gra tefu l. un rewardi ng. o r "in the
way." m a ny pa ren ts h a ve co me to
resen t th ei r c h ild ren.

Back ed u p by stac ks of socia l s ta ­
tis tics fro m govern men t ag e ncies.
Bron fcnbrcnncr po in ts 10 a n al a rm ­
in g b ut irre fu ta b le iact : U ps ide­
d own homes .a nd fami lv fra cture.
whil e more se r io us in 1'00'1' a nd non ­
whit e gro ups. cut riglu across alt in­
c o m e. r a c e . an d c d u c at io n
ca tegories.

To compou nd the p roblem . mo re
modern women a rc beginning to
deser t the ir ho me and family. In
so me places. wives a ctually o ut­
n u mbe r hu sban ds as runaways.

Working Mo the rs

A nothe r wc ll-establisbe d tr end ­
the desire o f moth e rs LO pursue a
ca ree r o uts id e the ho m e - hasn' t
improved overall pa ren t-ch ild rcl a ­
tion ships o r ch a rac ter tra in ing.

On e th ird of A mer ican m oth er s o r
p re sc ho o l c hil d re n are in the labor
fo rce. M ore tha n hal f of ou r sc hool­
age ch ildren now ha ve mo thers who
work outside th e ho m e. most ly fu ll
tim e , Whil e thi s is not to say it is
a lw ays ha rm fu l fo r m oth er s to work
outside the hom e (m uch depend s o n
the family circumstance. a ge o f chil ­
d re n. a nd q ual ity of trai ni ng) . th is
sit ua tion ha s pro d uced a growing
n umber of negl ected child re n w ho
ba rely sec o r kn ow th eir parents. o r
vice ve rsa .

Wo rs t Fruit from Child-rear ing
Extremes

\\' h ile b ro ke n ho mes oft en enge nder
a g rea t dea l o f yout h ful prob le ms,
much deh um a n izin g is done in in­
ta c t ho m es w here child-reari ng ex­
tre m es or incons iste ncy is th e rule .

U nt o ld n umbe rs o f ho mes arc nor
homes. bu t ba ttleground s whe re
c h i ld rcn a n d p a re n ts e n d less ly
"tight it ou t." wit h ma ny parent s
in ti mi dated a nd cow e ring before
th e ir child 's eve ry selfish wh im .

In to o ma ny homes at th e other
ex tre me. ha rsh . o ppressive. w h imsi­
ca l. or ca p ricious parental d isc ipl in e
lea ves a va r iety o f deep sca rs o n its
yo u thfu l v ictims , T he toll of cmo­
tion al ly and ph ysica lly ha ltered and
ab used chi ld ren moun ts up int o the
hu nd red s of tho usa nd s ev ery ye a r.

In betwee n are a large gro u p or
paren ta l oscillato rs: they swing back
a n d forth between being too strict
a n d too le nient. Unh appy wi th the
re sults of th eir inconsistency. ma ny
j us t g ive u p and ta ke the pa th or
le a st resi s ta nce,

Parenting - A Dyi ng Ar t

Pa re n ta l in flu ence is ra p id ly d imin­
ishing to a ve ry low poi n t. Man y
pa re n ts see m to be bl indl y apat he tic
o r demora lized wh ile a growing lis t
of e rs a tz " pare n ts" in doctrin at e
th e ir chi ldren w ith q ues tionab le val­
uc s a nd atti tudes.

Fo r ma ny yo u nge r ch ild ren . tel e­
vis io n - with its viol e nce a nd in­
unity - is freq uen tly used as a
Ilick er ing e lectron ic pa re nt. TV now

'occu p ies more wak ing ho urs of mil ­
lio ns of yo u ng chi ld re n than a ny
other sing le influence - includin g
bot h paren ts a nd schools.

Peer grou ps. schools. presch ools.
an d various c hild-care ce n te rs ha ve
a lso ta ken over the role that 100

m any pa re lll s seem re luctant to pe r~

for m . W hi le non e of th ese a re neces­
sa rily wrong. a nd in som e regard s
may be qu ite benefic ial. non e fu lfilI
th e m aj or respon sib ilit y of p re ­
pa ring you th for m ature. res po n­
s ib le adu lthood .

Even a lter s ix vears of fo rma l
sc ho o ling. tho ua h. ~I n a ve rage ch ild
has spe l~ on ly ,~even percen t o f his
o r he r life in schoo l. Ni ne ty-th ree
pe rcent of the child 's life has been
in tlu cn ced by th e moral. et hical.
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WAYWARD TEEN-AGERS'
ADVICE TO PARENTS

a n d soc iul va lues o r th c home.
nc iuh borhood . fr ie nd s, cornmunitv.
o r : h u rch. .

So wi tho ut the ac tive pu rt icipa­
lion or pa rents o r g uard ia ns who
value a nd ex hib it some measure of
the qualities of respcl't. coope ratio n.
a nd co ncern fo r o thers, the re b
almost IW possibility rh.n the nex t
ue ncnuion can learn them .
... "What i... needed:' says Bron fenbren­
ncr. " is a cha nue in our ways of' Iivina
that will o nce ..;e.ain brins ..;du hs back
into the lives otch ild ren :Inu children
back into the lives of adu lts.'

Parents in Need 01Help

R espo nsib le pa rents dare no t de ­
pend o n hope and luck to fas hion
the cri tica l attit udes they value in
thei r c h ildren, We ca nnot rea llv e x­
pec t d e.... ir a blc behav ior in our ch il­
d re n i f we haven' t d o n e o u r
hom ewo rk ea rly in the ir lives. T o a
la rge deg ree. we rea p wha t we.sow.

The re is u crit ical peri od during
the Iirst fo ur or five vca rs when a
chi ld can m o ... l n:a J ilv uc t a so lid
to und.uion o r proper "a t ~ t u d es a nd
va lues. \V I: Ill ll .... t no t fa il the ucne ra­
tion which is st ill res po nsi ve to
so u nd va lues a nd pri ncipl es of good
ch a rac te r.

T oo freq ue ntly yo ung . imm a ture
o r unpre pared men a nd wo men lind
the ms e lves sa d d led with th e respon­
sibi lily o r an impressionable, hel p­
less infa nt a bo ut w h ich th ey kn ow
al most not hi nu.

How ma nyparcnt -, have received
o ne io ta of Iormal trai n inu in the
verv cr itica l area of chi ld .....reari ng'?
So~i e t v d e ma nd s that th ose wl~o
ra ise chicken ... and pigs have more
traini ng than those who rear chi l­
d ren . \\ Iha t a trage dy and rravcstv!

M uny paren ts do not understand
th e emotional or in te llectua l needs
of their children. \l a ny parents are
unwiuinulv reinforcing in their chil­
d re n thc'" ~'cry habib ..... they want to
e lim inate. largdy lrorn an improper
approach or wrong emotio nal 1..'0111­

mun ica t ions \\- ith the ir chi ldren.
1"0 parent is perfect. And a child

is no t usua lly dcs troved by a fc \\
mi vta kes. Every pare n t ca n improve
0 11 th e pa renting art: ye t it will ta ke
effor t to g\.:' l thc pfll pe r ba la nce of
knowled ge . m eth ods. a nd a uit udcs,

Wha t is a good pa rent '! Eve ry
parc nt need s III know righ t mora l
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Severa l vea l's a go. a minis te r. C.
Ga lea . \\~as ass ig71ed to th e Guelph
Correctiona l Cen tre fo r summer
work. D uring his l im e there he de­
ve lopcd a ll exce llent rapport w ith
the young lawbrea kers the re. Afte r
becom ing acquainted wit h them.
he asked the boys to delve into
th eir backgrounds for clues as to
why they had ended up in that in ­
st itution for del inq uen ts. He asked
th e m to draw up a " cod e for par­
en ts," using as a basis specific
a reas where their own parents had
fai led. Her e is what the)' adv ised:

I. Kee p cool. Don't lose ),o ur
temper in th e cru nch. Keep th e lid
o n w he n things go wrong. Kids
ne ed th e reassura nce th at co m es
fro m co ntrolled responses.

2. Don' t get str ung o ut from too
much booze (~r too ma ny pi lls .
Wh en we see o ur pa ren ts reach ing
for th ose crutc hes, we ge t th e idea
th a t no body goes out the re a lone,
th a t it' s perfectly okay to go fo r a
bottle or a ca ps ule when things get
he a vy . R eme m be r. yo u r ch ild re n
a rc g~rl:a l im itators, A~nd we lose re­
speer fo r paren ts w ho te ll us to be ­
h a ve o ne way ' whi le they a re
be ha ving a no ther way.

3. Bus us a li tt le . Be strict a nd
consis te nt in dish ing out d iscipline .
Show us who's boss. II gi\'t~s us a
fceli nu of secu ri tv to k l~ow we 'vee .;
go t sOf!le s trong su pports un der us.

4. Don ' t blow your class. Kee p
the dignity of parenthood. Stay on
that pedestal. Yo ur chi ldren have
put you there because they need
so meone In look up to. Don' t try to

v..ilucs , how to :-.e t limits. how to e n­
co u ruue intel lec tual and crnotionul
gro\\'lll. as well a~ how 10 discipli ne
within a framework of love. It's a
rniuh tv bia task.

l" hO' he lpful pri nciples o n the j(ll­

lo wing page:-. . w hi le no t Io ta I an­
swe rs t o c vc r v chi ld - rear i ng
p ro ble m. a re sl)(id. t.·oIllnllln -se lh~'
m ethods to USt,.' in trai n ing vo ur ch il­
d ren to beco m e rc spon s i l;l ~ an d use­
ru l III t: Jl1he rs OrSlK'ie ty . 0

d ress. d ance. u r ta lk like vour kids.
Yo u em barrass us a nd yO'u loo k ri­
di c ulou s.

5. Liaht a candle. Show us the
way. T~II us God is not dead,
sleeping, o r on vacation. We need
to be lieve in so rne thi na biaaer and
stronger than ou rselves, ..., ...

6. If you catch us ly ing, steal ing,
o r being cruel. get to ugh. Le t us
kn o w \\' II Y what we did was
wrong. Impress on us the impor­
tance of not re pea ling such behav­
ior. W hen we need pun ishment.
di sh it ou t. BU l let us know 'lO U

still love us, even though we have
let you down. lr' Il make us th in k
tw ice before we ma ke the same
m o ve aua in.

7. C~lI o ur bluff. M a ke it dear
th a t you m ean wh a t you say. Don't
b e w is hy -was hy. D on 't COI11­

prom ise . A nd don 't be int im idated
by o ur threat s lO drop ou t o r
sc hool or lea ve ho mc. St an d firm .
If yo u co lla pse. we will kn ow we
beat vo u dOWl1 , a nd we wi ll no t be .
happ) ' a bo u t the "v icto ry.' K ids
don't wa n t cve rv th ina ihev as k fo r.

8. Be hones t" witl; us.~ T ell the
trut h no ma tter what. A nd be
st raigh t-arrow about it. Lukewa rm
a nswers make us uneasv. \Ve ca n
smell un ce r tainty a n~ il e away.
T h is mea ns be ing generous with
praise. If you give us kids a few
co m pliments once in a while. we
will be ab le to accept cri ticism
mo re readi ly. W e want you to tell
it like it is.

- Ann Landers.
Field Newspaper Syndicate
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CHILD
REARING

BASICS
by Brian Knowles

For so many unfort una te children .
life is a n end less series of "don'ts."
" nos:' "c a n't s." "s to p!" " don' t do
th a t: ' " he q uiet. " " maybe: ' " sit
still: ' " no. yo u ca n't go there:' etc.
lt ' s a ll co m p lete ly negative.

M erely s e e k i n g to co n t ro l a
child's activities. noise level. and at­
titud es is a short -s igh ted appro ach
to ch ild re a ring. En ligh te ne d par­
en ts operate on the basis of long­
ra nge goa ls. T hey see k La produce
a n end p roduct.

We a re a ll the end resu lt of our
paren ts' Chi ld - rea ring methods (o r
lack of th em ). o ur environmen ts.
etc. In fact. much of mod ern psy­
cho logy is based upon the principle
o f tracing adu lt problems bac k to
their chi ld hoo d origins.

The Bib le tell s us : "T ra in up a
ch ild in th e way he sho u ld go . and
whe n he is o ld he \.... ill no t depar t
from it" (Pro v. 22:6 , RSV ). It is a n
accepted axi om th at th e firs t s(x
years of any chi lo 's life a re the m ost
im press ionable .

T hose o f LIS wh o arc "g rown up"
ca rry a t leas t so me scars fro m o ur
c hi id hoo d yea rs . H a bi ts were
sta rted . a ttitud es were for med. a nd
pa tt e rn s were set.

The rearing of ch ildre n is o ne of
the g reates t respons ibi li t ies a ny
hu m a n be ing ca n eve r have. Those
o f us wh o a ;-e parents a re p resid in g
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over th e format io n of the next gen­
e ra tion o f mankind . T hat generation
will be an ou tgrovvth - a .....product ­
o f th is generat ion .

Will ....th at generation be of lesser
qu ality" \Vill it be o f in fe rior stat­
u re'? Or will it he respon sible for
crea ti ng a better age - an age o f
acco m plishmen t and h uman ema n ­
cipation? Believe it o r no t. the wa y
Vall rear vo u r chi ldren will ha ve a n
impo rta nt bea rin g on th e answer.

Mu ch ca n be said about proper
ch ild - rea ring techniqu es, T h is a r­
ticl e. however. will not attempt to
"co ve r the wa ter front" on th e sub­
j ec t. bu t will d iscuss fo ur vi ta l keys
fo r success ful child re a ring, (Further
co m p leme n ta ry info rm a tion o n thi s
subjec t is co nta ined in o ur free
bo oklet Tile Plain Truth About Child
Rearing.)

l SHOW LOVE AND AFFECTION

C h ild ren thrive in a n a tmo sphe re
of lo ve and affection . They sh rive l
u p in a ll a tmosp here of a nger a nd
te ns ion . Loving paren ts pr od uce
lo v ing ch ild ren ! A fat her who is a n
overbearing tyra nt ca nnot expect a f­
fectio nate so ns and daugh ter s. Pa ul
ca uti oned: " Fa thers . do not provoke
you r chi ldren . lest they become d is­
co urag cd" (Col. 3: 2 1. RSV ).

Sooner or la te r a vict im ized chi ld
will tur n bitter and resentfu l. Pa ul
to ld pa ren ts how to a void thi s wh en
he wa rn ed fa the rs to bring thei r
ch ild re n up in th e " d isci pline a nd
instruc tion o r th e Lord" (Eph, 6:4.
RSV).

Pa re nt s need to rea lize that ther e
is a right time to di scipl ine th e ir
ch ild an d a rig ht time for righteous
paren tal ange r. But suc h occas io ns
shou ld be the exce ptio n ra ther than
th e rule ! Pa rent s sho uld never a llow
th emse lves to go on a ye llin g. s to rm ­
in g rampage ...... Such wild ...... uncon­
troll ed pa renta l emotiona lism will
o nly produce a negative result. a nd
it ce rta inly doesn't ca use a chi ld to
'gr o w in re spect for hi s parents.

So re m em ber. a co ns ta nt d emo n-

stra t ion of pa re ntal love fo r ch ild ren
is un d ou bt ed ly on e o r the greatest
keys to successfu l. productive chil d
rca rmg.

2 SET THE RIGHT EXAMPLE

R ight pare n ta l ex a mp le is cc r­
uu nly a critica l factor in rig h t ch ild
rear ing. ·Wc·ve a ll hca~ the ex·
p ressi on . "M o nk ey sec . monkey
00." It's also tru e o f chi ld ren, Chi l­
dren a re often ca rbon co pies of th e ir
pa re n ts. Bud-t emper ed. irr it able
pa ren ts prod uce bad - tem pered. irri ­
ta ble ch ildren. Su llen, su lky parent s
oft en produce chi ld re n o f a sim ila r
di sp ositi on . Ad u lte ro us parents can
expect to ha ve promiscu ous ch il­
d ren . Pa ren ts who fee l the world
owes them a living genera lly pro ­
d uce lazy. u ngrateful ch ild ren.

Pa ren ts who a re racists will pro ­
du ce ch ild ren who usc rac is t te rms.
By the time their chilo ren a rc 010
en ou gh to comprehend th e rea l im ­
pa ct o r th ese d e ro g a tory s la n g
term s. the d ie is cast a nd th eir atti­
tudes are firrnlv set.

C h ild re n a-no tee n-agers who
sm o ke pot o r tak e drugs will oft en ­
as a n exuse fo r their habi t - point
to th eir parents' ad dic tion to a lco ­
hol. to ba cco. o r prescript ion drugs.

'o th ing renders a pa rent's effor ts
in chil d rea ring more ineffecti ve
tha n si m p le p;renta l hypocrisy .
Ch ild ren canno t be ex pected to
a dopt sta nda rds to which their par­
en ts are unwi lling to ad here .

Speaki ng to th e Jewish e leme nt in
th e congregatio n a t Rome. th e
apostle Pau l wrote: ' '. .. If yo u a re
su re th at you a rc a g uide to the
blind . a light to th ose who a re in
da rk ness. ;- corr ector of th e fo oli sh ,
a teacher of children . . . you th en
who teach othe rs. \vill yo u no t teach
yourself! W hile you preach ag a ins t
steali ng. do yo u stea l? You who sa)'
tha t o ne must not co m mi t ad ulrerv.
do yo u co m mit ad u lte ry'!" (Rom.
2 : 19-22 . RSV.) T h is ad moni t ion can
be a p p lied generally to parents o f
chil d re n as well as to a nyone.
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3 TAKE TIME TO TEACH
YOUR CH ILDREN

T he m ind of a chi ld " pliu b lc .m d
im press ionable. It is recept ive to a l­
most a ny in p ut fro m a ny so u rce .

It is most impo rtant that yo u . as
pa rents, pro vide yo ur child ren with
a su ita b le lea rning environ m ent.
G ive th em ex periences wh ich teach .
because th e unknown is u... uall v best
exp la ined by the k nown. Explo it
vo ur child's ow n frame o f re ference.
~l n d bu ild on the kn o wled ge he a l­
ready possesses.

Often th e most effe ct ive parenta l
teach ing is informa l. C a pital ize o n
situatio ns th at a rise. T ak e advan­
ta ge o f th e qu estion s that emerge as
a natura l result of yo u r ch ild's in ­
nate curiosi ty.

This type o f spon ta neous. in fo r­
mal. give-a nd -ta ke teachi ng sess io n
is o ften much more effect ive \vith
ch ild ren than the form al. s tilted
"lecture sess ion." C h ildren j us t na t­
u rall y te nd to rese nt be ing " lec­
tured ." T hey will often close the ir
mi nd s to paren tal in p ut in such ses­
sio ns a nd daydrea m a bo ut more
plea san t thi ngs . (Th is d oes not
m ea n that there is not a n ap pro­
priat e tim e for a form a l lesson of
instruction in wh ich the ch ild is
o bl iged to pay a tte n tion. Bu t thi s is
not the most effective. nor should it
be the most com mon. m eth od o f in­
struc uon.)

In add ition to capita lizing o n your
ch ild's na tu ral cu riosi tv and need
for expla na tions . it is a lso impo rta nt
to en....o u rage your chi ld to think: {or
himsel]. Wak e up his m ind . Stim u­
lat e h is d eveloping though t p ro­
cesses.

"The actua l work of th e teach er
consists of th e a wa ke ni ng and se t­
tin t'. in action of the m ind of the
pu p il. the arousing o f his se lf-activi­
ties. .. . All ex pla na tion and exposi­
tion arc useless exce pt as th ey serve
to excite a nd di rec t the pupil in h is
ow n thi nk ing. If the p upi l him sel f
does no t th ink . there are no results
o r the tcac h ins: the wo rd s o f the
teache r [i.c.. thc pa rent] a rc ta iling
upon d ea f ca rs M a ke yo u r p upi l
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a d isco ve re r of tru th - mak e h im
rind o u t for him self" (John Milton
G rego ry . Seve n Laws (~l Teaching.
PI' . 84. 85 ).

K nowlcdgc sho uld no t be "shov­
eled" int o a ch ild's mind by paren ta l
"p ressure tact ics: ' The acq uisitio n
of kn ow ledge sho uld be one o f the
p ara m o u n t expe ri e nce s o f an y
chi ld's life . I t sho u ld be a n ongoing.
thrilli ng . exhila ra ting process.

Each pa ren t shou ld str ive to give
hi s ch ildren a sense of d iscovcrv.
Gu id e. nuduc, and direct th eir
thoug ht processes in th e right direc­
tion - bu t let the- Ill draw the ir own
conclusio ns.

4 DISCIPLINE YOUR
CHILDREN

D iscipl ine is a me an s o f curbi ng
undesira ble be havior. It is a for m of
pu ni shm ent - li n er revenge! It is
merely a meth od of effecting a
"co urse co rrec tio n" in a ch ild 's d e­
ve lo pm en t.

" Mos t parent s se c th e wh o le
pro b lem o f di scipline in child rea r­
ing as a q uest io n o f being either
st rict or len ient. to ugh o r soft . a u­
thor ita ria n or pe rmi ssive. Beca use
the)' a rc locked into this eit he r-o r
approach to di scip line . they see
th e ir re lat io nsh ip with the ir child ren
as a power struggle . a co n test of
will s. a liuht to sec who wins - a
wa r" (Dr......I'hom as Gordo n. Parent
Effecti veness Training. p. 151 ).

Pa ren ts sho uld not be a t war with
thei r ch ild ren , T his whole approach
is a sim ple- m in de d a pproa ch to a
com plex a nd profou nd human rela­
tio nship.

Pa ren ta l di scipline is most o fte n
associa ted with spa n king (co rpo ra l
pun ish m ent). And the Bib le does
te ac h the principle o f "sp a re th e rod
a n d s po il the ch ild" (see Pro v o
13:14 ). G od himsel f co rrects and
cha sten s cve ry so n he loves (H eb.
12: 6 ). We a re to ld bv Solo mon tha t
the fool ishness o f ,i chi ld will be
d riven fro m h im by the ro d of co r­
rcc i io n (s tic k o r swi tc h) ( Prov,
22 : 15).

But :-. pa nking sho u ld he a Iast re­
so rt. Ph ysica l pun ishment sho u ld
no t be th e main fea ture o f a ch ild ­
rcariu a pr 0 2ram . Yet. rn anv pa rents
ha ve ~m p h:ls ized this form of d is­
cip line at th e expense o f the first
th ree listed esse ntia l kcvs, To so me
unfortun a te chil d re n. corporal pu n·
ish rncnt has become a way o f life .

Assu red ly. th e re a re tim es when a
parent 's wi ll must prevail ov e r tha t
o f his ch ild . But th e re are mo re in­
tc lliaent ways to brine this abou t
tha n ~i mrl~; hea ting ~ ch ild in to
subm iss ion.

D isc ip lin e can ta ke m illl \, fo rm s.
Spa nking is me rely o ne of th em.
On e of the most effective forms o f
pun ishm en t. es pecia lly lo r o ld er
chi ld ren. is th e wi th ho lding of privi­
lc s cs. Bun nins the use of the televi­
si ~) n fo r a 'C e rt a i n pe r io d . fo r
ex a m ple . o r wit hd ra wing pe rmi ssion
to play wit h a friend, to go to a
m ovie. to use the l1un ily a utom o bi le.
to go to a da nce. etc.. ca n be effective. .

Dr. D obso n. a utho r of Dare 10

Discip line, has this to say abou t the
d iscip lin in g o f teen -age ch ild ren :
" .. , T een-age l's d espe rat e ly wa n t to .
be thou ght o f as adults. and th ey
d eep ly resent bei ng treat ed like ch il­
d ren . Sp anki ng is the ultimate in ­
su lt. Pun ishm ent for ado lescents
sho u ld involve lost priv ileges. finan ­
cial d epriva tion . and related fo rms
of no nphysical re trib u tion " ( I'. 6 1).

O ften . m ak in g a ch ild o f a ny age
re a lize th e L'o ns eq ue nc cs o f h is
\\TOn 2 ac tio n or a tti tu de is a ve rv
ctrect1ve for m o r punishmen t in it ­
sel f.

Ch ild ren m ust be mad e to rea lize
th a t wrong ac tions h urt o t he r
peop le . Undesira ble cond uc t is such
because it hurts cve rvo ne invo lved
- incl uding those whO'pe rpe tra te it.

Poo r child rea ring prod uces ma l­
adj us ted, unfulfil led . inferior ch il­
d re n . Pro per ch ild rea rin g bea rs the
good fr ui t of bright. responsiv e.
wel l-a dj usted . ha ppy ch ild ren.

II' YO U build your chi ld- rea ring
techniq ue s upon " the princ ip les of
lo ve and o pe n a tlcc tion. righ t pa ren­
ta l exa m p le, in tel ligen t. ba lanced
te ac h ing. and effective di scip line.
yo u will succ ee d in rea ring success ­
fu l. happy. respo nsibl e children . 0
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WHATARE YOU WAITING FOR?
by Garner Ted Armstron g

The re's a little of th e drea mer in
a ll or us . Ot h e rw is e . you
would nt see so man v di s­

contented, strusuli nu . meJ inc l:c lives
aro und you - rj~'cs ~kd ii..'a lcd lO the
"not q u ires" of living - sea rc h in n.
reachi ng o ut, hopi ng..... p la n ni ng . <l11....d
us ua lly I"ai ling. v ....

What is a "n ot quite"?
W ell. i t's one of' tile d oze ns of

co mpromises yo u ha ve lea rned to
live with . It's anot her of those ex­
cu ses VOLI offered yo ursel f fo r sma ll
di sap poi nuucnts ~UlJ fa ilures. It 's
a not her dashed hope. bro ken prom­
ise. m issed appoi n tment. unread
novel. cancelled trip. o r broken
d are.

l t's the w hole series of lill ie j us ti­
ficat ions vou have o ffered voursc l f
for beim!.· wha t VOLI arc. wh"erc VOll

arc : do i ~ g - <1110 still being SOil1C­

ho w dissatisfied with it a ll - j ust as
yo u arc. r ight 11 mv.
~ \Vha t JbO lI l it'!

Is y:our life a real success? Are .yo u
reall y ha p py? Is you r job exc iting.
insp ir ing, ch ullc nui nu a nd rewa rd­
in u? Is yo u r l11 a r r ~l g~ or vour social
l i t~ a co nsta n t d el i~h t .: enj oyabl e
a nd fulfi lling? Arc )'OUo ut o r"' d e b t
and in solid financia l s ha pe?

So me Day .

T hi s is n o "pu ll-vo urse lr-u p-b v­
y o u r-own -b oo ts t ru ps" a rticle on
"se lf-he lp" or some kind of pe rsona l
betterment ph iloso phy . lll offe r no
sho r tcuts to some sw ift windfa ll or
success. Bu t it' s a bou t time we rea lly
sa w the " wa it ing pos tu re" in most of
us - sa\\' it in tr ue pe rs pective ­
a nd identified it a s th e cul prit tha t
brings us no e nd o f p riva te pa in!

f ro m vo ur ea rliest reco llect ions
of frustra tion s vou bcsu n wai tin u.

R emember l; ow it \~'a s the day the
litt le redh eaded bully kn ock ed you
dow n in a n arg umen t over th e
m a r ble ga me? Yo u s ho o k y o u r
sk inny litt le fis t a nd sa id " You j ust
wai t - yo u big bully - 1" 11 ge t
even! . . . yo u j ust wa it!"

Or. yo u p robably sa id. " O ne of
t hese d a y s - j us t one o f th ese
days! . ... '
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Most people seem to spend
life in a " wai ting posture ,"
Co nstantly planning, hoping,
" waiting it ou t, " they lo ok for
new experiences, trave l, fi ­
nancia l windfalls , and new
breakthroughs in their mar­
riages. It's time yo u made his ­
tory, instead of waiting for it to
pass yo u by,

Bu t yo u ne ve r d id . Somehow, the
uru nd d rea m o f vo ur favori te little
gi rl wa tching youtur n the ne ighbor­
hood bu lly into a q uaver ing mass (,I'
tea rs j us t never materia lized, Oh.
yo u hoped it wo uld . Yo u may e ven
have d ream ed a bo u t it. Yo u co u ld
have boas ted of it to friend s or
looked a t muscle-bui ld ing co urses in
m aga z ines. Bu t this passed with
o ther yo uth ful hopes a nd drea m s.

Does th is sound far-fetc hed? I
doubt it. W hether yo ur expe rie nce
was cxuctly this, o r just some thing
si milar. so ma nv of us have had
suc h fru st ra ti o n ~, m issed o ppo rtu ·
n itie s. sha tt ered hopes.

An d it wasn ' t only' the bo yish o r
gi rl ish hopes th a t were sha tt e red.
bu t the very most important ones :
hopes o f ma rriage, ho rne and tam­
i1y, hopes of SUCL·ess . challe nge. d is­
covery. new th r ills a nd experiences.

Let's face it. M illions - no. more
tha n that - o r peop le m ust live
d a ily with t hei r "not qu ires" of life .

Co nditioned to Failure

It d oesn ' t ta ke ma ny yea rs fo r most
of us to u nd e rs ta nd the hypocrisy in
the world around us. As carlv tee n­
age rs. we begin se e ing the double­
sta nd a rd wo rld . O u r parents Illa y
say o ne thi ng . a nd d o another. T he
newsp apers arc load ed wit h sea n­
d u ls, " inside sto ries: ' in fa mo us tri­
al so Ho lly wo o d d ivo rces . a nd a
pot po urri o f su nd ry im m oral tr ivia
w h ich soon co nvi nce us the idealis­
tic d rea ms of ea r ly you th we re rea lly
worthl ess, a fte r a ll.

Pro ba b ly. we begi n wo nde ring a t
q u ite an early age what we wou ld

be. We wanted to be so me bo d y ­
somcbodv. we ll .. . d ifferen t. Ev~ rv ­
holly h a ~' had the sa me experience.
Evcrvbodv has thouuht. at one tim e
o r a no the r. "B ut wh~' d ocs it alwa vs
ha ve to be me?" 1' h[s is mostly V<.1 ;1­

ity . of course, b ut it hap pen s. never­
theless.

Fro m child hood . eac h p e rson
wan ted to he so me th ing - someone !
A fireman? M ost boys ha ve thou uht
of it. ;\ p ilot'? A n a~:tron au t? Pro h a ­
bly so . Or a c hemist. an ucro n.uni ca l
engi neer? O r perha ps a cap tai n o f a
sh ip. or a cowboy, o r a corporation
executive. a n inve ntor. or famous
pol itician .

8tH pr acticall y nobody pla nned to
be whut most peop le arc.

How many bo ys longed to he
truck drivers. plumbers, ca rp e nters .
la bo re rs. mach ini sts. elevator o pe r­
ators (t here still arc a few). co n­
cess io n ope rators. o r door-to-doo r
sa lesm e n o f a t lea st two hundred
d iffere nt a rticles?

And how m u n v gi r ls really
dream ed o f rnarrving Ju s t the mail
they're married to - wi th the job he
has. the hom e th ev live in. th e ca r
th ey drive, th e child ren they have.
th e d ebts they're in. a nd th e fu tu re
th ey sha re?

Bu t most people a ren 't terribly
u n happy in such circu msta nces.

T hey' re j ust "mild ly" u nha p py .
Bu t un ha pp y at all isn ' t happy .

-A nd the u nh a ppiness co m es from
th e frust ra t ion o f a w hole ser ies of
sma ll fa ilur es. These a re the " not
quires in life .

Most peop le d id n ' t ha ve " q uite
e noug h" m o ney to pa y th e b ills.
They "a lmos t" go t that ra ise. th at
tr ip. th a t vacati on , that new TV se t,
o r ilnu new a u tom ob ile.

Ou r Little Justifications

And eve n o u r accid ents. fail ures.
and linu ncia! mistakes a rc just ified .
W hen so m eo ne ha s had a minor
traffic mi shap. he' ll usually spec u­
la te . for useless hou rs. o n the " If I
had j us t .. ..' idea . T ha t means he ' ll
wonde r w hy he d id n' t la ke j ust a
litt le longe r to fumble fo r his car
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k..: y., or not h urry q u ite so fast to
make tha l gr":l.'ll light or stop at the
store like he'd intended - a whole
hO-'l of ideas about even ts wh ich
cou ld have placed him in the fateful
in tcrscct ion ei the r uhcad o r. o r
~a ldy behi nd. that ot her car.

We ail specu lat e about wha t we
cnl l "fate." And soo n. in ou r IlWIl\'.

llla ilY lill ie ta ilures. our frust ra tions
a nd " no t quires: we JUSl resign o ur­
se lves LO o u r " fate."

~ IOSl people are Iairlv p hilosophi­
cal abou t fa ilure. Thcv shruu their
shoulders in varying dcgrees"'of ac­
c.:p lancc. Some: arc even secmingly
con te n t with it. T he-e arc the natu ­
ral enemies an d sco ffers of the rich.
T o suc h a p.:rsoll . anyo n..: w ith
"money" j llst "got th e brea ks." bu t
neve r, never ea rne d it.

H e'll usua lly he qu ite an a uthor­
i t v on SUl'CCSS even rhouah he
dZ)..:sn·t have much of il. In fa~ l. il is
a ncver-endins source of amaze­
ment lhal the lower the amount of
success, the more au thorita tive. all­
knowi ng . perceptive, and wise th e
person will a p p..:ar to be .

or co urse, Illan y co u ld say so me­
o ne has to be th e co m mon la bore rs
o f the world - a nd. o f cou rse, ma nv
will aarcc. A nd not hina is wr onu
with ~\'ork. no r with ....l'ar pe ll tr)~
plum bin g. e lec trical engineai ng. or
truck drivill~. They ccrtainh' can bc
re/:l'/u /fiIliI1."f:. occupation...' ..

BUl u nless a man is cha llcIH?cd b\ ·
such jobs a nd IInds them c.X-ci ting.
~tiJllul ati lH?. a nd rewa rd ing. lhen
he 's o nly '~Il1a r k i ng t ime" in : lI1o the r
of th osew " not l(ui t c~') : '

T oo many people have had to
"gd a job" ins lea d o f d cvelo p ing
thei r G od -gi\ 'cn ta k nb in lo a n oc­
cu pa lion! ...

BUl we grow conditioneL! to fai l­
ure. Evcn Tn thc world a t l ar~c . we
scc t~lilure. \\' c' re w id . sagely. tha t
we m ust grow accustomed to !i\ 'ing
sOl1lcwhc;e in thc aw fu l and u n':.
lhin kab lc a rea between a wa r wh ich
m ust never bt..' fough t an d a pe acc
whieh ca n ne.: vcr bc won . \Vc'n: so
sca re:d of th e bo m b. we si mp ly ig­
no re il. So mc have acceptcd the
sto n · tha t lhc bom b is a good lh in ~ .

an l tha l its awesome kiliing pow;r
- tifty t i l1lc~ more tha n necessary
for an ni hi la ting all ma n kind - rs
what is prcv.:n ling war.

Even in wo rld n c \ I,.'S a nd wo rld

The PLAIN TRUTH July 1976

condi tions. mo -r o f us a rc co ndi­
tio ned to fai lure ,

A nd it happen . in our slate elec­
tio ns. our local cou n ties. and our
school boards. It soon h.:gins hap­
pening with our child re n and in o ur
clo-cxt com pan ions.

Th e Ag e of Non in vol vem ent

Bu t. we reaso n. ther e's no th ing we
ca n do a bo ut il a ll. Each o r u; ha s
decided we're on ly o ne pl.:f~on . a nd
therefore so infinitely helpless.

W e know ma nv of the wronu»
aroun d LIS. After -'a ll. we live with
them daily. We sec the tension in
the :-- l id ea st and the pol itica l b rib ­
ery a nd chica ne ry in the Unit ed
S t~lI l.: s . Da ily. we r~ad in ou r pa pers
o f the hugt..· prob lems o f the wo rld's
aove rnmcnr- .
... Pro ba bly. we have a cer ta in .ru i­
tude toward eac h o ne of th cm : an
opinion. But here it s tops. We form
an "a tti tude." We co nju re up an
"idea." A nd that. in itsel f. in our
mediocre world. see ms qu ite suf..
ticient.

But a privat e p h iloso p hy or a bar­
b er . an el e c t r ica l e n e i n e e r. a
plu m ber. o r eve n a co rpor.uc cxccu­
live o r a irl ine pilot d oesn' t cha nge
the world.

It's grown to the point lhal wo rld
co nditions seem to us about like the
wca lher. It's somcthing c \'c r\'body
la lks a lot aboul. b ut nc\·cr docs
anythin2 about.

O ur "'po litic al lea d ers havc n't
he lped much .

But th cn. tha l's th e wav o f lead­
ers. Th e.y ca n hanJly p ro;n ise lOta l
so lu tio ns when no t tho ro ughl y un ~

d crsta n d in g t he p ro bl ems . N o
lead er. in his righ t mind . will p ro m­
isc so lutions. Hc' lI spea k of "pro~

Hams" and "prlH.!.ress:· Hc' lI tal k of
::studies" and "m~thods '" He' lI e\·l.:n
men tion thc usua l workadav tc rm s
o f peace. sa fe ly. prospl.:fit)~ or at­
lacks o n pove rty. But he will nOl
p ro mise an I.: IH.I lo c rime a nd vio­
lence. no r an end to race ha lr.:d . nor
a n end to wa rs in lhc wo rld .

lie ca nnOl!
Beca usc he o n ly co n lro ls a po r­

tion of 2lw ernmcnt. He doc s nOl
con tro l h'iima n nature.

Soon. th cn. the "no t quites" of us
simply resign oursdvcs lO the \·aguc.
" liv ing fo r lhc momen l" atti tltdc or
thl.: rcst o f us. Ou r "w a iting" postu re

is alwavs evi dent, We're wa it ina for
a better day in the wo rld . a de,~nup
in the neiuhborhood. and lcvscni ne
of taxes, \\'c'r e waitinu for a raise....
o r a cha nce to move. o r for the:
wea ther to clea r. But a lways we 're
wa itina. Waitinu and wa iti ng.

So ~lllc r co m....prom ise. Enter no n­
invo lveme nt. Most of LIS lind o ut
soo n eno ugh th.u the \vay to ma ke
thi ngs wo rk fo r us in o ur own envi­
ro nmc nt is to avoid gett ing " in­
vo l vc d " in so m e n ove l or
rcvolutionu rv th ing.

\\' ha l abo~l it'?[)o VOLl rccounizc
the waiting pos tu re in ~You rsdr!Can
HHI th ink of thc· dozen s of thin gs
)'o u've ye ar ne d to do a nd to exp l.: ri­
CIlC C. a nd ye t ackno wledged th a t
yo u neve r will?

Believe it o r no t. this vag ue Iru ....­
tr.u ion ~ this feel ing o f "n~l qu ire"
- i\ o ne of the m ost im porta nt
causes of un ha ppiness in life ! It has
broken up marriages. ru ine d b usi ­
ncvscs. thwarted education. shut­
tc rcd roma nce, and even ca used
suicide.

Usu all v. it's m ilder tha n th at.
:\. lOSl pco ple j ust lind ways to live

with the "not quitcs." T hey keep
thi ukinu "SO Ill": dav.' "Sonic d..i v."

th ev lell lhl.:mselves. thev'Il r.:,;llv
ge.:t W busv a nd cut down " o n th err
drin k in~ hab its, wid en the ir circle o f
friends .......lIld lr im ot1' tha t u21v wais t-
linl.:. ... .

But thev ncn .·r do.

W hy Most Give Up

LCl's fac e it. nw st pcople liv..: acc i ~

d enta lly . Yo u p roba bly don ·t kno w
anyon l.: who ha s planned . se t a goa l.
and the n pa ll erned h is life. Most
pe ople ta ke life as il comes to th em
- haphazard ly . a l"C iden tall y. with­
out long-ra ng e tho ug ht or pla nning.
T ha t' s why lhc major ity fo llows
wher.: the lea d ers lead .

Lcad ers m ust plan a nd havc goa ls
and pu rposes. Hislo ry proves most
of those goa ls a nL! pu rposcs ha \'c
bee n inned ibly se llis h. a nd tha t th e
lead ..:rs o f th e wo rld - nol lhc " litt le
peo ple" a lllil' led wilh th e " no t
qu itc s" - ha vc prod uce d a nuci l.: ar
s tal c mat e . T he v ha \'e crcat cd a
world fra ugh t \\~ith more p rob lem s
of mo rc fa r-reach ing an d pro fn und
consequenl'cs than ever - a worl d
armcd to the lce th with hyd rogen
bo m bs a nd missiles and st ill di -
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vidcd . sus picious. hostile. a nd self­
see king. A nd th e ma j ority of m an­
kind seet hes in frustrat ion .

You we re not as ke d wh eth er vo u
wis hed to he plu nged in to the ~nu­
cle ar age. Society wa s not consulted .
No gro up o f scientists. govern me n t
lead e rs. mi litary men . and re p resen­
tatives o f a ll th e m illion s of " no t
qui res" sa t d own to se rio us ly. care­
tully. s tu d ious ly pond e r th e haza rd s
ve rs us the ben efits o f a nuclear age .

But wa rs a re only a part of why
peo ple resign th emse lves to " not
qui res." Th e co nd itio ns o r life
a rou nd the m a re anothe r vita l part.
Wh eth e r it' s rac ism. th e sq ua lor of
the ghe tto. or the hu ge p ile o f rust­
ing j un k in the back yard now
grown fa m iliar to the m, th ey soo n
lea rn to accept these things as the
"stat us q uo " a nd live with th em.
Th a t's "j ust the way it is:' they te ll
themse lves. "That's th e way th e ba ll
bo un ces" a nd " that's th e way the
cookie cru mbles" are th e ca tch ­
p hrases fo r exc us ing t he " not
q u i tes." They're ex press io ns of fu til­
ity, resignat ion . and fru stra tion .

Pe rh aps you're one of th e m any
who pract icall y never ra ils to p ick
up a newspa per. hea r a rad io news
bro adcast , o r re ad a part icularly
nauseating article in a m aga zine
a n d ge t a ll-fired mad a bout it.

Perha ps it 's rea d ing, now . a bout
co n tinua l new revelations of th e
dangerous side e ffec ts of "the pill .'"

O r maybe you grow a ng ry (s till it
see m s only the few d o, any more)
whe n read ing o f terrible. bru tal
s ta bbi ngs. s las hings. blu dgeonin gs.
mindless ter ro rism . po lit ica l kidnap­
p in gs. rapes. sh oo tings. bank rob­
be rie s, b urgla ries ~ even when th ese
th in gs happen to so meone else.

You proba bly express an o pi nion
a bout these th ings. You m ay d ecry.
dep lore, reject c riticize, and gc nc r­
ally co ndem n a ll you wis h. but
there' s no t a single thing yo u ca n do
abo ut it. Or a t least so you think.

O n d ec ision s mad e~ by th e local
sc hool boa rd. the la x la ws. o r the
intrusio ns into yo ur priva te life by
a ny num ber o f o the r regu latory
agencies. why b o th er to spea k?
Th ey' re a ll a part of th e pon derou s
in tr icat e. bureaucrati c mo rass of so­
cie ty - so m eth ing so hu ge yo u ca n' t
und erst and it. le t a lo ne try to
cha nge it.
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So little by lill ie. as you grew into
a ready-m ad e world. accident a lly.
yo u lea rned to accept mild o pin ions.
ind ign ati ons, and di sgust p hil osoph­
ica lly.

You learn ed you could spout a ll'
in the b arber cha ir. a t th e beauty
shop . o r on th e co u rt ho use steps. o r
in p r ivate conversa tion a ll yo u wish
- but that yo u we re powerless to do
anyt h ing a bo u t it. You soon lea rned
to live with m a ny "not quires." And
yo u patiently sit back and wa it.
"Some day" yo u hope th ings will
cha nge. "Som e day" yo u figure
people Illay begin doing th e right
thing even by mi stake .

Do you ge t th e poi n t? There is a
futil ity a bout us tod ay - a d efea t­
ism - a willing ness to live with no
so lut io ns a nd no answers th a t is
eve ry w here ev ide n t. To o m an y
peo ple ha ve resign ed th emselves to
m edi ocr ity in life. T hey're unh appy
- m ild ly frus tra ted - ye l willing to
acce pt th ose " no t quires" in life in
favo r of ta king th e kn ock s th at will
sure ly come with real invo lvement
in so me burn ing issue .

But it's about lime more people
b ecam e in volv ed - really involve d !
It' s tim e people did ge t a litt le ex ­
ci ted a bo ut th e issues, in stead of
mildly musin g over them a few mo­
m erns, and th en co ntinuin g al on g in
th e ir own pr ivat e rut of Iife~ '-

You kn ow th e issu es: the pop u­
la t ion ex p los io n; the wars a n d
threats of mo re ; th e s ta rva tio n: the
d ro ught a nd fam ine in Asia and Af ­
rica ; th e m ounting crime a nd vio­
le nce in th e W estern wo rld : th e race
ha tre d all a round y ou; th e sacri ­
ficing o f m ill io ns of ch ildren o n th e
a ltar of d ivo rce and lust ; the h ard­
co re porn ography.

Yet w he n con front ed with the se
issu es . m ost o f us just grow littl e
p hi los o p h ica l ca llo uses - a n d
"wait."

But yo u d on ' t need to reel he lp ­
less. Yo u ca n ge L invol ved in th ese
vita l issu es - ves , wo rld wide issues
of m ammo th "'im por ta nce a nd sig­
n ifica nce !

We, of Thi s Great Wo rk ,
Are Invo lved !

\Ve, or "T he \Vorld T omorro w" p ro ­
g ra m o n ra d io and tel evis ion a nd of
The Plain Truth m aga zin e are 1Il ­

vo lve d ! \Ve don't m e rely philos-

op h ize. a rgu e o r ex p rcss a " poi n t o f
vi ew ." Ra the r, we co nt in ue to wa rn
this dying. sin-s ick wo rld of th e hor­
r ible. u n imaginable consequences o f
m an's u n bel ieva ble stupidity ! M an
ha s rej ected hi s God! He yea rns for
peace a nd is going in the ex ac t o p­
posite direction from pe ac e toward
war, un happ iness, fut il ity, useless­
ness. a nd fa ilu re !

T here is not anothe r work o n
ea rt h lik e this on e!

W e. in this Work o f God . a re not
"wa iting it out" - re sign ing o u r­
se lves to th e " no t qu ires" - th e
s m a l l disu p poi n tmc tus. R a th er.
we' re co n tin ua lly inspired , th ri lled
by new d eve lopm ents a nd new pr o­
gra ms,

Mi llions lis ten to my vo ice ove r
th e a ir. a n d th at is d eeply rew arding
an d satisfyi ng to m e, a nd to a ll of
us ! H u nd reds of tho usands ca n now
watch o ur programs on tele vis io n .

M illion s ha ve read the vita l book­
let on the true o rigin of th e Ameri­
ca n a nd British peoples. a nd th eir
im m ed ia te destiny. M ill ion s have
read th e hard-hitt ing a r ticles of The
Plain Truth. a nd dozens a nd d ozen s
o f thousa n ds ha ve sa t do wn to
deeply s tudy a nd learn m ore a bo u t
th eir Bibl es. the very W ord of the
living G od. through The Good Ne ws
m aga zine and th e Ambassador Col­
lege Co rres pondence Course .

Peo ple in G ha na . Ind ia. Au st ra ­
lia , W estern Europe. No rth. Cen tra l
a nd Sout h Am er ica . Indonesia, a nd
1\1exico - in fact , people world wid e
- are be ing moved ! The ir lives ha ve
bee n pro foundly in fl ue nce d
ch unaed - bv th e impact of th is
last -d itch efro (t or Jesus C h rist!

They' re learni ng how 10 live, how
to mak e the ir marriages ha ppy, how
to lo vingly rea r the ir chi ldren. how
to obey God's la ws given th em fo r
thei r good. how hum a n ity will be
saved !

And ma ny of the m are ge tt ing
involve d ! M any of th em are ge tti ng
a ll th e way in vol ved with Goo th eir
Father. and the Work of h is Christ '

If you wo u ld like to know how
yo u can becom e pe rsona lly invo lved
in this grea t Work. write for o ur free
booklet enti tled Come H elp HllmQI1 ­
ity. T his new publica tio n shows
wh a t th is glo ba l cr usade for sa ni ty is
a ll a bo ut. M ail ing addresses are o n
the back cover of this magazi ne. 0
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THE EAGLE OF THE EAST
From the ashes of World War II, Poland has risen to become

the world 's tenth la rgest industrial power.
Here is the story behind one nation 's indomitable spirit.

by Gene H. Hogberg
Photos by Dexter H. Faulkner

Last rear. IU 'o Plain Truth editors
\'isiled the nations or Eastern Eu­
rope 0 11 a tour sponsored by the
National Press Club of Washing ­
1011. D.C. llerc is the conclusion
of their three-part 5101:r.

Out o f the co rner of my eye I
cou ld s ee t ha t \\'C we re
bei ng watched . Dext er and I

we re sitt ing in the lo b by of War ­
saw's beau tiful new Swed ish -b ui lt
Foru m Ho te l. \Ve we re checking
out o ur ca mera gear and cha tti n g
so mcwh ut nervouslv. as we \\failed
fo r ou r turdy Orbis g u id e a nd d rive r
to appea r LO lak e us 10 O swiccirn -
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A uschwit z - si te o f the notorious
Wo rld War II concen tration ca m p.
(See page 36 .)

F inallv our o bserver walked ove r
and with a pleasan t sm ile sa id . "I
cou ld tell from the way yo u were
ta lk ina th at You're A m er ica ns .
Wh ere.... a rc YO~ fellows from? I' m
from Det ro ii. myself. but I'm re ti red
a nd I live here now: '

Li vi ng the Goo d Li fe

O ur new acq ua in ta nce told us how
he - along with mo re tha n 6.000
o t he r p o li s h -A mer ic a ns - h ad
reemigra tcd to the " o ld country" to
live ou t h is rema ining yea rs in co m­
pa rat ive co m fo rt an d casco

Thanks to an ex tra favorab le ex-

cha nuc ra te - 60 Po lish zlo tv to the
dolla~ instead of 33 - a "'meager
American Social Securi ty check of
S 150 a month tra nsla tes int o a sta n­
d a rd of living compa rab le to to p­
paid Po lish doc tors a nd en gi neers.

O Uf re tiree from Det ro it assured
us th at the re were on ly two princi­
pal restrictions on rce m igra tio n.
P ro cessin g applica tions usua lly
ta kes we ll ove r a year - and every
yea r over age 60 ~}r 65 is precious.
~\ lso, an a part me nt in Wa rsa w o r
els ewhere must be pu rchased a head
o f tim e for ca sh - usu ally costing
a round $4.000 to $6.000. (Bv con­
trast, Pol es in Wa rsaw a nd o the r
cit ies o ften have to wa it up to eight
yea rs to move in to a new a pa rtmen t.
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O n L'L' these not insu rmoun ta ble
cond itions are met , livin g in Pola nd
on a n A mer ican incom e is cusv.
Food . highly subsidized by the gov­
crnmcnt, runs onlv a bo u t 530 to 535
per person pL' r nH;nt h (bu t the ave r­
age na tive Po le -pcnd-, ha lf o r his
income on foo d). Apa rt m en t ser­
vices rarelv amoun t 10 over S 10 a
month: l;t i l iti e ~ . i nclu dina ic lc­
phone. perha ps another S4." Public
transportat ion is very chea p. Ticke ts
to the opL'ra or symphony concerts
cost only about one dolla r each ­
for the best seats in the ho use. Med­
ica l services. immediately available
to the " new" Pol es. arc vi rtual lv
wit hout cos t. ~

A bo u t fi ve times a vcar, our
frie nd to ld tis, he and a" group of
othe r se nior ci tizens ta ke a gro up
bus tour to some ot her Eu ropean
countrv, wi th much o f th e travel
CO\t borne by the Po lish go ve rn ­
m cnt. He was soon goi ng to leave on
a two -we ek sw ing thro ugh West
Gc rrn un v. Po les, unl ike Czechs and
RlI111 <. lI1 i:lI1s. ca n frcelv tra vel o u t of
th e coun try. T he o n ly limita tion is
ob ta ini ng e no ug h torc ign CUrreIlL'y
be for e hand .

Co m bin i n u a l l t he s e 111 0 n e v­
s trct ch inu ad ~alltages wi th a to tal
lack o r I~ar o f he ing mu gged o n the
stree t a t nig h t o r ha~' ing o~l e\ a pa rt ­
ment broken int o . it i\ casv to see
w hy a rowina numbers o f Ameri ca ns
w h~) ~'cre h~ rn in Po lan d have c ho ­
se n to re tur n to th ei r na tive la nd .

Up From the Ashes

II' a ny c itv has ever r ise n from the
ashes~ of I~ear to tal destruc tion. it is
W arsa w. Po la nd's capita l well de ­
serves its Latin motto "Conternnis
procellur' - "Defies the storms."

Wa rsa w was all but ob literated bv
the occupying Nazi legions during
W o rld W a r II. culminatina in the
crushing of the Wa rsaw uprising in
1944 . W he n R ussia n troops finally
crossed the Vis tulu R ive r (where
th ey had paused to let the depa rting
Ge rmans convenien tly wipe O Ul all
res ista nce ) they fou nd the city a
com plete sha mbles.

T he Po lish p hoenix there fore is a
ne w c reation. Thou uh W arsa w as a
site has a lon g h ist<-;rv, the citv as it
sta nds todav'-'is the res u lt 0(' thi rty
vca rs o f ha'rd work an d u n s tinlin~
~itc rijkc h) its pro ud citizens. '-'

32

Reco nstru ction ga ve the citv plan­
ncrs a sp lendi d cha nce to carry o ut a
muster p lan . As a resu lt. major thor ­
ough lu rcs. th o ugh gen era lly fo llo w­
inu the o lder road net wo rk . have
be~e n g reat ly widened: pa rk areas
wen: tr ipled in size : industr ial zo nes
were earmarked for o utly ing a reas.
o fte n sepunuc d fro m h~ou sing ex­
ra tes by "g reen belts:' Most of the
i n d us tr~v, Illrt he rmore, has bee n lo ­
cated ':dow nwind" hel ping to al lc­
viatc a ir poll u tion .

Wa rsa w a u tho ri ties. however.
have been very ca reful to preserve
ce nturies or Pol ish trad itio n and h is­
tory in the ir recons tr uct ion efforts.
Buil d ings in the ci ty 's o ld town
q ua rter. fo r examp le, ha ve been
reconstr ucted a lmost brick-fo r-brick
as they OIH.:e a ppea red. Fortunately.
VOU IH! W a rsa w a rch itec ts stu mbled
:lc ros~ so me of the o r ig ina l build in g
p lans. hun dred s o f years old .

At n igh t. roof-mounted spotlig hts
shi n e on the facades of the bu ild in gs
lin ing th e sq uare in the hea rt o f Old
Town . presenting nile o f the most
a tt ractive u rba n lan d scapes o n the
conti ne n t. Re.... ta urarus a nd wine ce l­
la rs in Old T own a rc a great m nun et
fo r bo th cit izen a nd visitor a like ....

Co mb ine d with its rn unv c u ltura l
a me ni ties. Wa rsuw, in t h ~ o pini on
o f many. is the most liva bl e ca p ita l
in a ll o f Eas tern Euro pe today .

Sc ars Sti ll Remain

Wu rsaw's c ity fa t h e rs h a ve n o t
swep t away ~d l e vi d en ce o f t h e
W o rld \Var II nightm are. however.

W ulkina th e stree ts a nd bou le­
vards of the c ity o ne occasionally
co mes ac ross a pecul iar s igh t - a
section of wa ll from a n old bui ld in g.
d eco rat ed with flowe rs and one or
two Pol ish na tional !la gs. O n such a
site. one is to ld . re\i del~Ls of Wa rsa w
were capriciously ro unded u p and
shot by Nazi troopers. usuall y in
re prisal fo r th e dea th of a Germa n
soldier at the hand s o f the Pol ish
undcrgrou nd.

M e m o ries o f Wa rsa w's once ex­
tensive Jewish popu la tio n a re pre­
served in two kev locat ions. (Verv
le w Jews now live' in Pol a nd . as op­
posed to thr ee mi ll ion be fore the
wa r.) A str ikinu mo n um e nt s ta nds
o n the site or.... th e fo rm er J ewish
G hetto in mernorv of those wh o
ch a lle ng ed the mi gh t o f th e Nazis in

the 1943 G he tto uprising. No th in g
else re m a ins o r th e o ne :-'y lla re m il~
wa lled -i n co m po un d in to w hic h th e
o ccu pi e rs ha d o nce co m pacted
450.000 Jell" . M uch of it i, sti ll a
\'''1I.:a n1. ra/.l.:d urea.

On the outskirts of the Gh etto
o ne ca n wa lk th rou gh the lower
le ve l of the priso n wh~re Jews were
fi rst hel d awai ting transport to
A usc hwitz. A tree in front of the
prison bears the namcs ofmany Pol ­
ish-Jewish families ca rried awav
du ring th e Ho loca ust.
Th~re is on lv one other scar which

mars modern-Jay Wa rsaw. and th a t
one d a les back no t to the war b u t to
th e earlv vea l's or recon struction ,
This "~car": i ~ th e much maligned
" Pa lace of Cu lture and Sciences" ­
a mu lti -storied. ainaerbrcaded mon­
strosi Ly of i.I h uirdi l~g p resented as a
gift to the peo ple of W arsaw by Jo­
se f Stali n in ho nor of th e Red Arm)'
tha t " libe ra ted " the c ity.

The a rchitec ture o(t he Pa lace o f
C u lt ure be fits Moscow (indeed it re­
se m b les Moscow Stat e Univcrsitv)
bu t is to ta lly out o r cha ra cter with
Wursuw's \Veste rn -st v le sky line.
Nevert he less because ~o f its ' she e r
size . it d o m ina tes the ce n te r oftown ,

T he resid ents o r Warsa w wi ll tell
yo u th a t the best view o f th e ir ci t)' is
fro m the to p of the Pa lace o f C u l­
tu re because th a t i:-. th e o nly place
from w h ic h yo u ca n not sec the Pal ­
ac e of C u lt ure.

A m e rica ns ma y la ugh at Po lish
j ok es. The Po les. in tu rn . ha ve th e ir
" R uss ian jokes:' The Pa lace of C ul­
tu re is the bun of not a few of th em.
On e goes like this :

A "'Russian wa lking along Mar­
szulkowvka A ve n ue on his first vis it
to \Va rsa w stops to admire the Pa l­
ace of Culture. li e enquires of a
Po ll' : " Yo u people of Wa rsa w must
greatly appreciate this wonderful
gift from our people:' The Pole re­
plies somberly : " Yes. we mU\ I:'

Poles and Cathol ics First

T he a pocrypha l answer given by the
Po le to the u ninform ed Ru ssian is
ch aract e ris tic of the en tire Poli sh ­
So vie t rel a tio nshi p .

i la ving no a ltcrnutivc bv virtue o f
gelJgra rl~y a nd rece nt history. th e
Po les g ive unswerving loy a lty to
M oscow's des ires and d ictat es in the
field' of po litics and fo rei gn policy.
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BEFORE AND AFTER, thirty yea rs apart: In 1945 buildings in Warsaw 's Old Town square lay in ruins. Nearly same
view. right. in 1975 , dramatizes the richness of their reconstruction .

In return for th is loya lty. the So­
vie ts have sh rewd ly pe rmitted Po­
land to exp ress its OWI1 true se lf in
the broad areas of culture a nd eco­
nom ics. Po lish na tion al ism is a vcry
powerful force. more so th an e lse ­
whe re in the East bloc. a nd Moscow
realizes it must be sa felv vented.

As a resu lt. it is nO't t OI11I11UniSl

idcoloav but nationalism re info rced
by religio n th at an ima tes Po lish so­
cie ty.

Th e Rom a n Ca tholic C hu rch co n­
stit utes the m ost powerful re ligious
bodv anvwhere in the comm unis t
\\.'orfd . A~t limes it is re ferre d 1O as
"the o the r gove rn me n t in Pola nd .'
Nearly four'fifths of a ll Poles attend
ma ss every wee k: nearl y all child ren
a re bapt ized and subseq ue n tly re­
ceive a fter-schoo l re ligious in struc­
tion - includ ing the ch ildren of
many Com m u n ist Party members.

Po land is conspi cu ou sly free o f
th e "sloganuis" one find s in othe r
Ea st b loc co u n tr ies. where buildings
are stre wn with red ba nne rs pro­
claimin g the virtues o f socia lism and
p led gi ng "cterna l Friendship" with
the Sovie t U nio n.

T he coun try's nu m ber o ne citize n
- Com m u n ist Party boss Edward
G icrck - even refuses to all ow h is
portrait to ado rn gove rnment o f­
tlce s. Instcad. Poland 's tr ad ition al
svrnbol. th e eag le, is invaria h lv d is-
played. ' •

Keeping the Customer Happy

Mr. Gierek kn ow s wha t he has to d o
to rem ai n in power. beca use he can
ne ve r forget th e Decem ber 1970
wo rker riot s in severa l port ci ties on
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Poland 's Ba lt ic coast wh ich bro ugh t
h im into power and swepl o ut t he
o ld rcuime of Wladvslaw G o mu lka .

Th c.... dislUrb ancc~ and strikes in
Gdansk. Gdvn ia. and Szczecin we re
tr iuu cred bv a pri ce increase for es­
se l~ ~,d consumer good s a nd were a n
expression of d~ep d issa tisfaction
with living and working co nd itio ns .
As a 1 0 n g~ l i J11 e party b~)s~ of Kat o­
wice (Po lan d 's mo st industrialized
province) and a for mer m iner h im­
self. G ierck had a so lid reco rd of
achievement in improv ing th e lot of
th e worke rs. His assu mption o f top
party office wa s. in effect. a reas­
su ra nce to the workers tha t their
grieva nces would be heard .
.... In its firs t yea r the new lead ership
re scinded th e previ o usly a nno u nce d
price incre ases a nd in st ituted a p rice
fr ee ze. gav e pay increases to the
lowest paid workers. postponed a n
unpo pula r wage refo rm, and eased
the farm ers' o bligatory sa les to the
sta te . (About 80ck o f Po la nd 's agri­
cultural land is still in pr ivate hands.
th o ugh th e percentage of sta te and
collective fa rm s is slowly risin g.)

Gicrck a lso de cla red his inten t ion
to co ntinue good governmcn tu l re la ­
tions with Po la nd 's powerful Ro m a n
Ca tho lic hicrurch v.

T he lot o f Pl; land \ 34 mi llion
pe ople has stead ily im proved un der
Giere k's de term ined effo rts . This
r an he readily see n in the we ll­
stocked she lves of th e d epartm ent
sto res in Warsaw'» Central Sh op­
pin g Cente r. a hu ge inner cit)' mall
loca ted direct ly across th e street
from th e d espi sed Pa lace of C ult u re.
The re is no do u bt th at th e quali ty of

many items co uld be improved , but
the qu antity a nd va riety is stagger­
in g to a nyo ne who ha d o nI\' th e d ay
be....fo re ru'"mm a ged thrOlI!!ll the :-. Ii '{l
pi ck in gs of me~chand i se ;\'ai lable in
th e shop~ of Buch ar est . Romania .

Poles wi ll tell vo u th emselves tha t
the y a re g rip e;s by na tu re, a nd
when they gripe a bout price in ­
cre ases or shortases o f fo od and
merchand ise. thei;- leaders list en .
T he uovcrnment ha s recen tly co m-e •
m issio ncd p ub lic op inion po lls. in
tact, aimed a t gaug ing the max i­
m um p rice i ncrease~ (~n key item s
tha t Po lish consumer s will to ler a te.

The Move West

Pol and is now th e tenth most pow­
e rful in d us tria l nat ion in th e worl d .
Blessed with hu ge coal reserves ­
28'70 o f Europe's kn own su pply - it
is th e wo rld's second largest coa l ex­
porter. after the U.S. Hu ge sulfur
and co p per deposits ha ve been
found in re cent yea rs.

To keep the " Polish m irac le"
alive (a nd (0 keep th e all-importa nt
ma ri-on-t he-s tree t sa tisfied) Gicrek
hus tu rn ed heav ily to the \V CSl fo r
tra d e, invest me n ts·and technology.

One half o f Poland's trade is with
th e capita lis t West - up fro m o n ly
29':t in 1971. 7\ 1r. Gi crck has been
ca lled a "cred it card Com mu nist"
beca use of th e mass ive. wholesale
impo rt - o n c redi t - o f Western
technolos v. Ove r 300 Western in­
du str ial ... ·co nce r ns h a ve lo cat ed
plan ts in Pol and under ag reem cnts
th at pe rm it product ion to be so ld in
West ern marke ts to pa y back Po-

(Contin ued Oil page 38)

33





Gene H Hog berg - Plain TrUlh

WANDERING THROUGH
THE NEW WARSAW
Clockwise fro m above: Russian-built "Palace of Culture"
contrasts sha rply with modern , Western-style architec tu re of
Warsaw (w ide -angle camera lens makes buildings "lean"); tree
in fro n t of former Warsaw Ghetto prison dis pla ys the names of
p rom in ent Je wish families of Warsaw sen t to their de aths a t
Auschwitz; shaded by an umbrella, a pian ist performs at the
base of the monument to Fred er ic Chopin in a Warsaw park.J Music written by Poland's favorite composer is performed at
this location twice every Sunday afternoon before large
crowds; Warsaw housewives stop to purchase vegetables at a
sidewalk produce stand. The Polish government subsidizes
food and basic commodities heavily. Riots in late 1970 over
price increases brought down the government: three young
lasses play on the site at the old Jewish Ghetto. with the
monument to the abortive 1943 uprising in the background;
Warsaw residents relax and enjoy the late afternoon sun in the
city's beautifully restored Old Town square. The leisurely pace
of Warsaw makes it a good city for strolling and enjoying
family-type outings. In postwar reconstruction , major
thoroughfares were widened and park acreage was tripled.
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A COMMON SIGHT in rural Poland - a horse and wag on pa ssing by a road­
side religious shrine. In devoutly Roman Catholic Poland. private far mers
own four fifth s o f agricultu ral lan d. usually in small six - ' or seven-acre plots.

THE EAGLEOF THEEAST
(Continued f rom page 33)

la nd 's hu ae indebt edness to th e
\Vt:sl - no~\' some 52 billion .

The la test wr ink le in Warsaw's
eco nom ic program is the dec ision 10

pe rmit d irect investmen t in Po la nd
by peo ple of Polish o rigin livin g in
the \Vest. It remains to be seen how
responsive the es tima ted six m illio n
Am erica ns of Po lish ancestrv will
be . a long wit h sm alle r Poli sh se ttle­
ments in.... Ca na da. France. and Brit­
a i n wh o to g et h e r comp ri s e an
in te rna tio na l corn m u nitv kn own in­
forma llv in Warsaw as " ~Po l on ia:'

T he Sovie ts. by th ei r acq uiesce nce
if no thing e lse. a p prove o f G iercks
fu ll-tledzed W estern co nne ctio n. Af­
ter all. lhcv're do ins much of the
sa me th ing th emselves. Bu t even
mo re im portantly. Mr. Brezhn ev
doesn ' t wan t in te rn al di ssension to
er upt in side Poland a ny more tha n
~t r. Gierek do es.

This docs no t m ea n tha t the com ­
pr om isin g Po lish approach to eco­
n omi c s p l e a s e s t he fa r m or e
ideolog ica lly puritanical Soviet s.
Proof o f th is is the fact th at it is
easie r lo r a Po le to ge t a visa to visit
th e U ni ted Sta tes than the U.S.S .R.
- his ide as. his ap pea ra nce . the very
qu ali ty o f the clo thes on his back
m ig ht "co rrup t" So v ie t ci tizen s .
(P o les uloa t o ve r the fact tha t th e
· · i m p o....r t e d" p e rfu me so ld i n
Moscow is mad e in Po land - wh ile
in Wa rsaw o ne ca n bu y th e lea d ing
F rench nam e bran ds.) .. ....

Showdown Over Productivity

Desp ite the impressive sta tist ics. th e
halcyon 1971-75 heyd ay o f the Pol­
ish consumer may be d rawing to a
close. ~ ....

Gic rck is still pro m ising to irn­
pro\"t~ and expand consumer lin es in
the nex t ( 1976-80) five -yea r p lan .
but he is emphasizin g tha t improve­
ment from now on will be mo re
closel y tied to th e p rinciple o f "bet­
tcr work. better pay" a nd a marked
im provement in the qual ity o f Pol ­
ish export item s.

Like a ll Ea st b loc co un tries. th e
q ua lity o f indust ria l o ut p ut lags
co nsi d c rublv beh ind Western econo­
m ics. Th is i ~ la rgely beca use Po la nd .
like other Co m m u ni.... t sta tes . has
"ou tlawed " une m ploy ment. which

38

a utom a tica lly gua rantees lowe r ou t­
put pe r man a nd wasteful ma n­
power utilizat ion .

Not enou gh wo rk to do o n the job
has led also to a na tion o f chro n ic
moonli gh ter s. who find m ore re­
ward s in th e ir second jobs - u pon
wh ich a lso they pay no tax es. A high
rate or a bse nt eei sm rounds out the
list l ) I' ind ustria l woes.

M r. G ierek cle a rly has his work
cu t ou t fo r him in the j 'ca rs ahead.

Last Thoughts

D espit e th ese dr awbacks - and
wha t nat io n. East or West , capi ta list
o r communist doesn' t have m an y ­
a visi t to Pol an d and Eastern Eu­
ro pe as a who le is a re freshing o ne.
It d est roys prej ud ices and ingraine d
ste reo ty pes.

Easter n Eu rope is not a So vie t­
ized - no t ye t a t least - b lea k. gray
area o n the ma p. Each nation in the
re gion ha-, its own se t of uniq ue
na tio na l cha racteris tics - q ualities
based upon ce nturies- long develop­
m en t of distinct trad itions. cus toms.
la ng uages a nd rel ig io us ph ilosophy
wh ich s u rvive and . to a a rcat
d e..d . surmoun t the ove rlay ot' So­
vie t-s tyle co m m un ism im posed only
in the last three decades.

In vis iti ng thi-, pa rt of the wo rld.
on e ca n o nly co me a way wit h
pr o found co m pass io n fo r the Po les.
th e Czechs, the II ungarians. the Ro­
m ania ns. a nd the Yu goslavs. To a
nation. these people have suffered

gr ea tly thro ugho ut h istory . It has
bee n the ir sad lot to have bee n
sa nd wiched in be tween marc pow­
crtul na tio ns and kin gd oms. It has
been the ir fa te. as th e ~' lTl a li e r s ta tes
o r Euro pe. to be repeat ed ly co n­
q ue re d . occu pied . a bsorbed and oc­
casiona lly wiped off the map as
nation al ent itie s. T o be su re. so m e
o f them ha ve d one th eir fa ir sha re
of m isch ie f-mak ing down through
the ye a rs. b ut fo r the most pa rt.
these peo p le.... have been the victims
o f. n o t t h e p erpe tra t o r s of.
in te rn a tiona l int rigue and tra ued v.
cu lm ina ting in th~ incr edi ble ~on; ­
pendiu rn 01' horror tha t was \Vorld
W a r II.

In the casc of the Pol es. one ca n
o n lv ad mi re their tremen dous d ete r­
m i'la t ion to reb uild a na tion d e­
p leted by the wartime loss of six
mil lio n co u n t rvrn c n , incl udin g
ncarlv a ll of the intelligentsia. ac':
cornpli.... he d with 40'"k oflhe coun try
initial lv in rui ns . and th e hea rt of
the cou ntrv. W arsaw, nearly to tallv
wrecked . . . ~

Am erica n ... . in th is bicentennia l
vear, .... hou ld th a nk the ir God fo r
h..iving bee n ... pa red such d estructio n
in two aloba l confl icts this ce ntu ry .
I n gra t i t ~l d e to o ur God - perhaps
America 's grea tes t na tio nal sin - is
a dan uero us ind ulucnce in a the r­
lllol1ud ear age \\"hi~h red uces Amer­
ica 's once -fo rmid abl e ocea n buffers
to the xizc or t he Bu g R iv e r.
Pol a nd 's eas te rn bord er. 0
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WORLD PEACE
(Continued fro m page 3)

ERNM EN T. In a lat er insta llme nt we
will give the a nswer to the question:
W hat do VOl! mea n " born aaain"?

But OJlce aga in. what did Jesus
mean TI l E KISGDO \ I O F GOO?

T he tr uth is not me rely surprising
- it is shocking - sta ggering! Yet it
is truly GOOD NEWS - the most glo­
rious GOOD N EWS ever 10 enter
human consciousnes s!

CHRIST'S Go sp el

Jesus wen t eve rywhere preach ing
the GOO D SEWS of the K I:"'G DO \I OF

GOD. li e taught in pa rables about
the K tNGoml OF GOD. He sent out
seventy men preachi ng. and com­
man ded them to preach TH E KI NG·
OOSI OF GO D ( Luke 10:9 ). He sent
the a pos tles. on whom the Church
of God was founded . to preach only
THE KI NGDOM OF GO D (Luke 9: 1­
2) .

Isn ' t it am azing that the world ha s
LO ST the knowledge of wha t it is?

The up osi lc Paul prea ch ed THE

K )NGOOM OF G OD (Acts 19 :8 ;
20 :25; 28:23. 3 1).

Daniel Knew!

Haven't yo u heard men speak of the
Kin gdom of God so me thi ng like
thi s : " By C hr is t ians eve rywhe re
working toget her to bring about
world peace, to leran ce and broth­
erly love. the Kingdom of God ma y
a t last he estab lished in the hearts o f
me n: '

Beca use thev rej ected Christ' s ~os·

pe l 1900 yea rs"ago. the world had to

supplant something else in its place.
They had to invent a counterfeit ' So
we have heard the Kinudorn of God
spo ken of as merely a- pretty plati­
tude - a nice sentiment in human
he arts - reducing it to an etherea l.
unreal :"OTHI!':Gr Others have mis­
rep resen ted that the " CH URCH" is
the Kingdom. Others confuse it wit h
a "mille~1J1ium :' Still o thers have. in
our centu ry, cla imed the British Em­
pire is the Kingdom of God. Ho w
DECEI VED CAN THIS WOR I.DGET?

The pro phet Da niel. who lived
600 years before Chr ist. knew that
the Kin gd om of G od was a real
kin gdom - a go vernment ruli ng over
lite ra l PEOPLEon the eart h.
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Dan iel was one of fo ur extrao rdi­
nary. in te lligent a nd brilliant Jewish
lads in the Jud can ca ptiv ity. T hese
four me n were sta tioned in the pa l­
ace of King Ncbucha d nczzar of the
Cha ltlea n Empire. in training for
specia l responsibi lities in the Bubv­
Ionia n ~overnmcnt. Daniel was a
prophc....who ha d been given specia l
understanding in v is io ns and
dreams (D a n. I : 17).

Nebuchadnczzur was the first real
world rule r. li e had conquered a
vas t emp ire. including the nation
Judah . T his king had a dream so
impressive it t rot~hled him - moved
him to tremend ous concern. He de­
manded tha t his magician s. ast rolo­
aers. and sorcerers te ll him both
~'hal he ha d dreamed . an d what it
meant. Th ev cou ld no t. The" were
ba ttle d . Th~n Dan iel was brought
before ih e king. ....

D a n ie l di scl a im ed a n v mo re
huma n a bility to interpre t ~ dreams
th a n th e C ha lde a n ma g ici an s .
"'BUT." he sa id. " there is a G OD in
hea ven tha t rcve a leth secre ts, a nd
makcth known to the king Ne bu­
ch adn czza r wha t sha ll be in the lat ­
ter days" (Da n. 2:28).

fi rst. G od's purpose was to reveal
to this wor ld-rulin g hum an king
tha t the re is a Got> in heaven - tha l
GO D IS SUPRE ME RULER over a ll na­
tion s, gov ernments. and kings ­
that God RU LES nu: UNIVERSE! T his
Chaldean king knew onlv about the
many pagan demon god~o.; . He knew
no thi ng of the true living ALM IGIITY
G od . Like people a nd rulers. even
today. he did not know that GOD is
the living. REAL. active. R ULI~G and
GOVER;.iI SG I'ER SOSAGE wh o ac­
tua lly a nd liter ally go\'ems the U:".)I·
VERSE:: ENTIRELY!

T he whole purpose of this DREAM
was to revea l Goo's GOVERNMENT ­
the f ac t that God RULES - the truth
of TilE KI~GDO~1 OF GOD - the VCP,'

thins that is the one and onlv tru~
GOSPEL OF JESUS CHRIST! And . sec­
ond ly. to reveal - preserved in wr it­
ing for us TO DAY - wha t is to
happen " in the IUII t!r day s " - ac­
tually wit hin the next two dec ades ­
TIll S LAST HALF OF TilE 20TII CE!'·
TURY!

Fo r US, Today!

Th is is 11 0 dr y. dull. dead writing for
a peopl e of 2500 yea rs ago . This is

L1 VtNG. JREM ENDOUS. BIG NEWS
fo r O UR DA Y.' It is advance lIews
fo r us. NO lV. News before it hap ­
pe ns - of the most co lossa l eve nt o r
all ea rth's histo ry cer tai n to occur i n
y o ur lifetim e - Ju ring the very next
few yea rs!

This is TH E TRUE GOS PEL! It is the
ve ry gospel Ch rist prea che d ! It is
intended for VO LI a nd me TODAY! It
is vita l that vou UNDERSTAND!

Read . in -' yo ur own Bible, ve rses
28 through 35. In his dream. this
king had seen a vast statue - la rger
than any image or sta tue eve r bu ilt
bv man - so tremend ous it was ter­
r(fying, even in a dream . Its hea d
was of fine aold its breast a nd a rmsC • • •

of s ilver. the belly and thig hs of
brass. legs of solid iron, fee t a mix­
ture of ir'On and clav.

Th ere was a time clement. Neb u­
chadnezza r had viewed it until a su ­
per na tu ra l STONE ca me fr om
heaven, sma shing the sta tue on its
feel. Th en the \\~hole of the sta tue
bro ke into sma ll pieces. and was ac­
tually blown away by the wind - it
d isa pp ea red ! Th en this STONE ex­
pa ndcd mi raculously and quickly
becam e a urca t MOU NTAIN - so
great it fillelthc who le eart h!
.... Wh at did it mean '? Did it have
meaning? Yes, becau se this was
Go d's d o in g . U n like o rdi na ry
d reams. this one was ca used by God
to L'onvc) the message of God\ sov­
ereignty to Neb uchad nezzar - a nd .
beca use it is pan of the written
Word of G od. to us toda y - to re­
vea l important facts of ~the -t RUE
GOS PEl.!

"This is the dream." said Dan iel
(verse 36) . " and we will tell the in­
te rp re ta t io n thereof before the
king: '

T hi s . then , is GOD' S inter­
pretation . It is decidedly 110/ Herb­
ert \\' . Armstrong's interpretation.
Men ought never to int erpret the
Bible. T he Bible uive s us GOD'S
OWl' tSTERPRETAlIOS! Here it is:

"Thou , 0 king, art a king of
kings" - hc was the first real WORLD
RU~E R ove r a world empire! " ... for
the God of heaven hath given thee a
kingdom . rower. an d s t~cn g t h. a nd
glory:' God was revealing Himsel f
to th is human world-d ictator as the
MOST HIGH Ruler over all.

People today. like th is Chal dea n
king, see m not to think of G od as a
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RUl.ER - as th e Supreme One who
C,OVER:"S - as the head o f GOVE R;-'; ­

~IENT . The Eternal was revea lins
H im sel f through Dan ie l to Nebu':
chudnczzar - ;nd through the Bible
to rOil and to me TOD:\. Y - as a
SO~'f. REIGK Al.l. POWERFUL GO V­
ER i\ '!NG Goo who is to be obeved '

"Thou:' continued Da ni el t ~) t h is
human emperor. "art this head of
gold . And after thee sha ll a rise an­
other KINGDO~I in fe rior to thee. an d
another th ird KI I'GDOM o f brass.
wh ich sh a ll bear ru le ov e r a ll the
ea rth" (verses 37-39).

What IS a Kingdom ?

Not ice! Th is is spea king o f KI~G­

OO~IS. It is reterrine to kinadorns
that bear rule ora"'the people OIJ

earth. It is spea king of GOVER~­

~IENTS! It is not spea king o f ethereal
sen tim en ts "se t up in the hea rts of
men.' It is not speaking of churches.
It is spea king of the kind of GOV­

ER~MENTS tha t bear RULE and AU­

1I10RITY over nations of PEO P LE

he re o n eart h. It is literal. It is s pe­
cific. T he re is no ruis unders tandinz.
here . as to wh at is meum by tl~e
wo rd " KI N C/ DO M: '

Th ere is no m isund e rst anding the
inte rpretatio n. GOD gives H is ow n
in terpre ta tio n th ro ugh the prophet
Danie l. The great metall ic imuue
re p rese n ted ~ati onal a nd inte"'r­
national GO\'ERl"'~Il: :-':TS - real. li t­
era l K ISGDO~l S.

It represented a succession o f
wo rld-ruling governments. First was
the he ad of gold . That represented
Nebuchudnczzar and his kingdom
- the Chal dcun Empire. Afte;' him
- later. in time setl uence - wa s to
come a seco nd . the n a th ird K IS G ­

DO ~l "wh ich shall bear RULE over all
th e ea rth" - world emp ire!

Th en . ve rse 4U, the legs o f iron
represe nt a fourth wo rld e m pire. It
was to be strong. even as iro n is
stro ng - st ro nger mili tar ily tha n its
predecessors. Yet. as si lver is less
va lua b le than 2:011..1 . brass tha n sil ­
ve r. iro n th an '-brass. though each
metal was harder and stronaer, the
succession would deteriorate m or­
ally and spiritua lly. The IwO legs
meant the fourth empi re wo uld be
divid ed .

After th e Cha ldcan Empire came
th e sti ll large r Pe rsia n Em p ire. then
th e G reco-Maccdonian . a nd fourt h.
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Jesus' gospel message was
about government! Few

people today realize tha t
this is not the time God is
trying to save spiritually the

world.

th e Rom a n Empire. It was div ided .
w it h ca pita ls at Ro m e and Con­
sta ntino p le .

No w - ve rse 44! Rea d it! G et
yo u r Bib le. See it wit h yo ur own
eyes in yo ur ow n Bib le . Here . in
PLA I;';- LA :SG lJ :\.G E. is G od's ex­
pla nat io n o f what the KISGDOM OF

Gal> IS:
·· A nd in t h e d a ys of t h es e

kings . . :' it is here spea king of the
ten toes. pa rt of iro n and part of
brittle cla v, This. bv connecting the
pro ph ecy ·with Da n'i el 7. and Reve­
la tion 13 a nd 17. is re fe rring to the
new UN ITED STATES OF EURO PE

wh ich is 1/01t· [onning. o ut o f th e
Europea n Common Market. heron:
yo u r very eyes ! Rev elat ion 17: 12
makes plai n the deta il that il sha ll
he a union of l EN KI NG S O R KlSG­

DO MS whic h (R ev. 17:8) sha ll res ur­
reel the old ROM " s bI PIRE.

So . mark ca refully the lime ele­
ment ! ··In the da vs of these kin2.s" ­
in the days of tlle se ten nati ons or
groups of nati ons th at sha ll. IX
O UR TIM E. resurrect briefly the
Ro man Empire - not ice wh at sha ll
ha ppen:

" . _. shall th e God of heaven set
up a ki ngdom. which sha ll never be
destroyed . .. hut it sha ll brea k in
p iece s a nd cons ume a ll these king ­
dom s. a nd it sha ll sta nd fo rever":

Yes, in OUR TIME!

Now here we have described FO UR

uni ve rsa l empires - the on ly four
th a t ever exi sted ! Revela tio n 13 and
17 show tha t, after the 1,, 11 of the
origi nal R o m a n Empire. there
would be ten re vivals - SEVE:-': of
which would he ruled over bv a
Gentile CHURCH - the "d auahter"
of ancient BAllYLO:'" - a c·hun:h
cla imi ng to be C hris tia n. bu t ac­
tuall v named bv God "1\1 YSTERY
B AIl "LO l'" the G reaf· - o r. more
plainly. B"HYI.OSIAN 1\1 YSIER IES!

Six of those have come and 2.onc.
The seve n th is now form inc ~ the
las t. tinal. brief resurrection'" o f the
Ro ma n Empire by tcn European
g ro u ps o r nation s. These are the ten
to es o f iro n and clav mixed ,

In their da vs - ; nd thcv shall last
bu t a \'(:,/:r sll ort spacc. possibly no
mo re tha n two to three-a nd -a -hal f
years - sha ll the G on OF IIE:\.VE:-;­

SET UP A KI N GD OM.
Th is. t hen . sha ll be Jil L: KI NGD OM

OF GO D!

Co mpa re wi th R cvelar ion 17.
Il e re is pictu re d a ch u rch. Not a
sm a ll church - a G REAT church , Sh e
ru les over " munv wate rs" (ve rse I )

wh ich are d escrfbed in verse 15 as
different nations spea king d ifferent
lanuuaues. She posed as th e Church
o f "'G o~) - which Scripture says
(Eph. 5:23: Rev. 19 :7: ~I all . 25: l­
ID. ctc .) is the a ffia nced "bride" of
C H RIST. to be spiritua lly ~t :\RRIE() to
H im a t H is second CO~I1 NG .

But she ha s committed fornica­
tion . How? By ha ving direct po lit ica l
union with H U~IAN GOV ERN ~I ENTS of
" H IS WORL O! S he "su t on" (Rev.
17 :3) a ll seven of these res u rrec tio ns
of the Roman Empire - ca lled the
"H o ly Rom an Emp ire ." She RUL ED
OVE R the h uman kingdoms - as a
common-law and unmarried "wife"
ru ling her paramour " husband" - a
tut a llv unnatural and un s odlv rcla-
tionsh ip . ... "'

She is. theref ore, to "sit on" th is
las t "head o f the Beast" - thi s final
resurrection o f the Roman Empire.
It will he a union o f church and
sta te . IL is to endure hut a I'err sho rt
lim e. IL is to FIGHT AGAI NST CHRISl

a t H IS SEC O ND CO~IIl'iG! Tha t will be
its El'O.

\Ve see it in prol'CSS o r rising. now.
Th e re fo re we a re Cl.OSE to th e CO I11­

ing of C h rist! w, arc now relY near
th e E~ D of this wo rld!

Wh en C hrist comes. He is comi ns
as KI :" G of kings. ruli ng the \\...hol~
earth (Re v. 19: 11 - 16t and HIS
KISGl>O,1 - 'he KINGDO M O F
GOD - sa id Da niel. is to coxsu su.
a ll these worldly kingdo ms.

Reve la tion II: 15 sta tes it in these
wo rds: "The kingdoms o f thi s world
are become T HE "'K ING DO~IS OF O UR

LORD. ASJ) OF H IS C HRIST: and H e

sha ll re ign for ever an d ever!"
T his i~ TilE KING OOM 0 1' Gal>. It

is the E::"JD of presen t govern me nt s -
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th e gove rn me nts iluu rule Ru ssia .
Ch in:" Ja pan , Ita ly, Germany ­
yes. a nd ev e n t he U n ited Stu tes a nd
the British nation.... T hev (hen sha ll
become the kinudoms ..:.... th e GOV­
ER ?'~IE S l S of.... t h e Lo r d J ESUS
C HRIST. thc n KI NG of kings ove r the
e n t ire ea rt h. .....

T his mak es co mp lete ly PLUS the
fa ct th a t the KI SGDOM or G OD is a
li te ra l GOVERN\IIS"1. Even as th e
C haldca n Em pire was a I\: IS(lDO\1 ­
even as the Ro ma n Empire was a
KIS (l00 \1 - :->0 the KI S GDO\1 OF
G OD i:-. a uovernme nt. It is to take
O\'t~r the (:OV [RS ~I EST of th e SA­
1I 0 1' S of the world.

J esus C hr ist was nOR!\: to be a
KlS G - a RULER !

T he:-.e Scriptures Lell you PLAISLY
tluu G on is su preme R UI.ER. They
tc ll you in plaines t la ng uage th at
J esus was ho rn to be a KISG - tha t
H e is go ing to RUI.E AI. I. SA T1 0 S S OF

nu. EA R-I II - that H is Kin gd om
sh a ll ru le ctcrna llv. ~

Bu t a ll thi -, is'" only pari of the
fa n ta s tic. a m azi nu, ac tua lly SH OC K ­

ING -t R l Fl II a bo ut th e K IN"GDU\) O F

G OD,
Th e K IN(; j)0 1\l OF G OD w ill ru le

o \'a the peo p les a nd nations of the
ea rth . Yet the se mort a l peoples a nd
na t ions w ill NOT be th e Ki ngdom .
no t even ill the Kin udorn o f God .
Th ey sha ll be m ere ly RULED OVER
BY IT!

W e s ti ll ha ve to learn OF WHAT o r
O F WH()~1 it i.... co mposed . C an yO U.
a s an indivi d ua l, eve r become a part
or th is K ingd o m'!

Can Be En tered!

In Jesus' dav, the re ligious leade rs
k ne w H e wa~ a tcach~r sen t fro m
God w i t h Go o's rRU TH. T h e y
branded H im a "lise prophet. here­
tic. and sed itioni ...t . Yet titer k nell'
H is was th e voice of Gon: .

O ne of the m. a Pha risee named
Nicode mus. occupying an office of
au rho ritv over the Je ws. ca me se­
cre tly b)~ nig lu to sec Jesus.

"Ra bbi." said th is Pha r isee . "we
kn ow tha t th ou an a teacher co me
from G od " (John 3:2). Yes. ,,'.
Pharisees, he said. k now that.' He
dill no t sav ·' 1 know it: ' H e said
" ' fi E k nm/"' - we Pha risees : T hev
kn ew li e spo ke (he TRUTH - Y~l
(hey not on ly rej ec ted it. they cruci ­
tied Him'
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The scriptures say over and
over again that Jesus was
born to be a king, that He is

going to rule all nations,
and that His Kingdom shall

rule eternally.

But Jesus he wed .... tr ai aht to the
line! He to ld I icodcrn us ~lbout THE
K ' ''G OO\' OF Goo . H e told him
som e thi ngs vou need to USDER-
STA~ () ! ..."

Not ice! "J esus a nswered a nd sai d
un to him . Ver ily. ve r ily. I say un to
th ee. Exce pt a man be born aga in.
he ca n no t sec the kingdom o f G od "
(Joh n 3:3). Yes. no tice! The K in g­
dom of G od is somet hi ng tha t CA~"
be seen. bu t o n ly by t h os~ who ha ve
bee n "bo rn a ga in, " It is so me thin g
o th er s cannot ~\'('e! R equest o ur fre~
boo klet Just U'/W! Do You Mean ­
Born A ga in?

But wha t about the ("!lURCH? Ca n
ca rn a l peo ple who m ak e no claim to
ha ving bee n " ho rn aga in" SEE a
CHURCH? or co ur se ! But th ey call­
IlO! se e th e Kingd om of G od! SO
SAID J ESUS! Then . if yo u be lieve
J esus. the CIIURCII ca n no t be the
K in gd o m ofGod !

J\:~l1 ice furt he r: "Jesus a ns we red.
Verily . verily. I say unto thee. ex cept
a man be burn o f wa te r a nd o f the
Spir it , he ca n no t enter in to the king­
d om of G od" (verse 5). T he K ing ­
d o m of God is so meth ing tha t Cl;ll

he entered into - B UT. (;n ly th ose
"born of wa te r a nd of th e Spirit"
can enter into it !

Notice fu rthe r ! In the resurrection
cha pter of the Bible. we rea d : "Now
th is I say. bre thren. that fl esh and
b lood can not inheri t the kin gd o m o f
G od : ne ither doth corruptio n in­
herit incorruption" (1 Cor. 15 :50 ).
Th e K in gd o m o f G od is so methin g
no human . of flesh a nd blood. ca ~
en ter or inherit.'

Now do flesh a nd b lood people
en te r in to th e CIIURCII'? I f so. th en
the K ingd o m o f G od c aJ/ IlO! be the
CHURCH - fo r the K ingd o m of God
is so met h ing ilcsh and blood
human s cannot enter into !

Wh at UO vou thin k the "church"
is'.) Is it t h ~ bu ild ing? Flesh a nd

b lood p eo p le ca n a nd d o e n te r
b u ildin gs an d cat hed ra ls ca ll ed
··c h u n:- I;c s : · Is it t he co n ve rte d
PEOPI.E'? F lesh a nd blood peo ple ca n
a nd DO e n te r in to th e m em bersh ip
o f a nv grou p o f !lEO PLE that rna v
ca ll it~e ii' th e chu rch , But flesh a nd
b lood can not ente r the Kin gdo m of
GOD - so the CHURCH iJ'-lIo t {he

Kingdom ofGod '

In Men 's Heart s?

Now so me thin k th e K ingdo m of
G od is some et herea l sc n-timental
fee lin g o r someth ing se t up in men's
hearts~ If so. then lh e Kin gd om o f
God enters into mor tal n~a n . But
th ese pla in scr ip tures say that it is
m e n a ft er they a re no lo nger flesh
and blood - b ut res urrected int o
spirit-composed bodies - who can
ent er into the K ingd o m of G od . It
d oes no t enter in to men. Men e nte r
in to it - af ter t hey an: res u rrected in
g lo ry - after they a re no longe r
"flesh a nd b lood : '

Is it th e ··god wit h in you"? A bso ­
lut e ly no t. It is not so me th ing that
was born in sid e of man . o r th at has
eve r e n te re d int o m an , II is so me­
th in g m a n may en te r aft er he is
"born a ga in: '

Wha t abo llt the Bri tish Em pi re?
W ell. I ha ve been pre tty we ll o ve r
the British Is les, Ca na da a nd Aus­
tra lia - an d a ll of the mu lt i-t ho u­
sa nds I ha ve seen th e re were flesh­
and-blood hum a ns, Thcv did ente r
the Briti sh Em pi re - but they CUll "

110 1 e nte r the Ki ngd o m of God. in
the ir p resent llcsh-a nd -blood life, So
the Brit ish Em pi re c a ll1lO/ be the
K ingd o m of God.

But. someone m isu nd e rst anding
the Sc ripture may as k. "Didn 't Jesus
H imsel f say th aI the Ki ngdo m of
God is 'within rOil? '" In th e 17 lh
cha pte r of Luk e. verse 2 1. K ing
J a m e s t ra ns la tio n. is a ~t ts"

TRASSLATION wh ich has led so me to
suppose the K ingd o m of G od is
some th ou a ht o r fee ling o r se n ti-
rneru \\" ith i; m an . ...

In Hear ts 01 Pharisees?

Le t's ta ke a good loo k a t this. F irst
re a lize. if il d oe s say th a t, it is con ­
trad icte d by a ll th e o ther Scrip t ur es
I a m givi ng you in this a rt icl e. If the
Bib le docs co n tra di ct itse lf yo u
ca n 't b elieve it a ny way - so the n it
s till would prove no th ing,
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First. to whom is J esus spea king?
Read it!

"And when He was demanded of
the Pharisees. when the kingdom of
God sho uld come. He a'nswered
th em a nd sai d. the kingdom of G od
cometh no t with observa tion: nei ­
ther sha ll they say . Lo here! or. 10
there! for. behold. the kingdom of
God is wi thin vo u" (Luke 17:20-2 1).

He was speak ing to th e uncon­
verted. ca rna l. hypocrit ica l. lyi ng
Pha risees. Notice. " He ans we re d
the m. a nd said ," It wa s the Phar isees
who as ked H im th e q ues tio n. Were
thev in the CHURCH? No. neve r! If
on ~ thi n ks the K in gd o m is th e
CHURCH - and th e Kingdom was
"within" the Pha risees - was THE
CHURCH within the Ph arisee s? Such
a n as su m ptio n is rather ridiculous.
now. isn't it?

Not ice aga in . precisely WH AT

JESUS SA lD. Remem ber the CHURCH
had not yet been se t up. Jesus did
not say ' ·the Kingdom of G od shall
be set up in yo u r hea rts:' He sa id
none of the thi ngs peo ple in te rp re t
i11fO this verse. He sa id to the Pha ri­
sees " the K ingd om of God I S" ­
p resent tense is. NO H' l Wha tever
He wa s sayi ng the K ingd om o f G od
is. He made it presen t tense . no t
future .

Luke H'J'o te these words. oriui­
nally. in the Greek lan guage . The
G reek words he wrot e were tr ans­
lated into the Eng lish wo rds "with in
vou. " But. if vou have a Bible with
t he margina l refe rences. yo u will
no tice th at thi s is altern ate lv ren ­
dercd "in the midst of yoII. " or
"amo ng you.': The context ind icates
tha t this in d eed is the better trans­
lation. II' vou r Bib le is a M o ffa tt
transla tio n: you will noti ce tha t th e
tra nsla t ion ~recogn i zcd tha t J esus
was talki ng of H is reign o r rule, a t
the head of go vernment.

This is the Mo ffatt tra nsla tion o r
th e sa m e ve rse : "He a nswe red them .
'T he Reign o f God is not co m ing as
vo u hope to ca tch sig ht of it: no one
~\' i ll say. " Here it is......or "There it is: '
for the Rei gn o f GOD IS :-,:OW tN
YOU R ~lIDST: ..

The Revised Stand ard translation
renders it "the Kingd om of God is
in th e midst of vo u." All these tr ans­
la tions ren d er it presenf tense.

Jesus wa s not ta lk ing about a
chu rch soo n to be o rg;nized. He
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The Kingdom of God
cannot be the church, for

the Kingdom of God is
so mething that flesh and

bl ood humans just cannot
enter into!

was not ta lkina abou t se n time n ts in
th e mi nd or l~ea rL . He was ta lkin g
a bo u t H is REIGN. as th e Messiah!
The Pharisees were no t ask ing Him
a bout a church , They kn ew not h ing
of any New Testa me nt church soo n
to he sta rted. They were no t asking
ab out a pretty se n t im e n t. They
knew. from the prophecies o f Da n­
iel. Isa ia h. Jerem ia h and o the rs. that
their Messia h was to come. T hev
ove rloo ked comple tely the proph­
ec ies of His first appea rin g as the
" Lamb o f God:' to be sla in fo r the
sins of humani ty - be ing born as a
ba be. growing" u p. be it'1g rejected
and despised by the m. as reco rd ed
in Isa ia h 53. Th ey look ed on ly to the
pro ph ecies of H is second co mi ng as
the a ll-co nq uc ring and rul ing KING .

T h is the Pha risees a n ticipated as the
Kingdo m of God .

World-RUling Government

Je su s se t the m st rai gh t. He ex­
pla ined th at it wou ld n-ot be a local
o r limited Kingdom for the Jews
o n ly. It would n-ot be me rely o ne of
many human a nd vis ib le kingdoms
wh ich m en co uld point out o r see.
an d say. "This is it. here':' or "that is
the Kingdom . over there." But He.
H imse l( wa s bo rn to he th e KI N G o f
tha t Kin gd om. as He plai n ly to ld
Pila te (Jo hn 18:36-37). T he Bible
uses the te rm s " kin g" a nd "king­
dom " intercha ngea bly (see Da n iel
7 : 17-18. 23). Th e KtNG o r the fut u re
K i n gd o m was . the n a nd th ere.
sta nd ing in the midst (1 them. And
in the lanzua ae in which He spoke
to them . ih a tis precisely wh at He
sai d - as th e margin al rend ering
a nd o ther tra nsla tions sta te .

J esus went on. in the followina
ve rses. to desc ribe His sec ond com':
ing, when the Kingdo m o f God sha ll
rule ALL THE EA Rt ll . In Luk e 17:24
He refe rs to lightn ing !lash ing. just
as in M att hew 24:27 , d escrib ing His

se co nd comi ng to RULE the whole
world . Verse 26 - as it was in the
days o f Noah. so sha ll it be when
Christ co m es in power and glory as
world Ru le r. Ve rse 30 - the day
wh en He is revealed. "

Pla in ly. J esus wa s not say ing that
the K ingdo m of G od was within
those Christ-hating. hypocrit ical
Ph arisees. Nor was He say ing th at
th e church wo ul d be the Kingd om.

N o w co nti n ue wit h th e o the r
sc rip tu res . a n d it beco mes ve ry
PL AIN!

Jesus d isti nctly sa id that th ose
Ph a risees would not he ill thc King­
dom o f God . To them. He sa id :
" T here sha ll be weeping and gnash­
ing of teeth. when ye [you Ph arisees]
sha ll see Abraham. and Isaac. and
Jacob. a nd all the p rophets. ill the
kingdom of God, and yo u yo ursel ves
thrust OUI. And th ey sh all come
from th e east . and from the west.
and from the north. and from the
so u th. a nd sha ll sit down i ll the k ing­
dom ofGod" ( Luk e 13:28-29 ).

T he Ki n gd om of God is so m e­
thin g mcn ;ha ll ENTE H - a t th e res­
urrec tion of th e just! Ye t Abr ah am
is 1101 there yel (see Hcb . II : 13. 39­
40) .

Ha s Not Yet Appeared

Bu t one may as k. d id not Jesu s
C h rist say the Kingd om of G od wa s
"at hand"? Yes. we quoted th is. in
the beginnin g o f th is a rt icle. from
1>1ark I:15. T-his naturally led so m e
to mist ak e what He sa id . a nd what
He meant. a nd ass u me the King­
d om o f G od wa s esta b lishe d a nd set
up during Jesus' m inistrv, Th us
so m e su p posed it was th e ch"urch .

Bu t Jesus di d not say th e King­
dom of God had bee n established .
It wa s now being preached (Luke
16: 16 ). He di d not say it was a lready
he re . Je su s, Himself. correc ted th is
fa lse not ion .Je.... us "added a nd spa kc
a pa ra b le . . . because th ey though t
th a t the kingdom or God sho u ld im­
mediately a ppear" (Luke 19 : 11).
w uv d id Jesus spea k th is pa ra ble'!
Beca use so me. even th en . m istak­
enly th ought the K ingdo m sho uld
immcdiatelv appear - because so me
thought it would he T HE CHURCH!

Now co ntin ue: " He sa id. there­
fo re. A certa in nobleman went into
a fa r cou n trv to rece ive for himsel f a
kin gd o m. a nd to retu rn " (verse 12 ).
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C hris t is th at "nub lc rnan .' He is
speaking o f !l is asce nsion to the
t h ro n c o r God H is F ath er. i n
hea ve n. No tice. I ll' we nt the re to be
given ru le rship o r the Kingd o m - to
receive the Kin udorn. Notice. LOo.
H e is to re tu rn .... when He ha s re­
ce ived it! lie has not ret returned!
Other scr iptures expla in this . W e
will turn to them a little la te r. .

Cont inuing the parab le. spo ken
because so me thou ght the Kinudom
or God was imm;J ia te ly. th~n . in
the fi rst century. lO a p pea r: "And it
came to pas s. th at when he wa s re­
turned, havin u reci.. ived th e king­
dorn. then h~ com m ande d the; e
serva nts to be called unto him. to
wh om he had sivcn the 1110ne\'. that
he might k,h;\\ ' how much - everv
man h~d ga ined by trad ing" (verse
15). \Vhe; C h rist ~eturn s . "'we sha ll
a ll be called before the j udgment
scat o f' Christ - to give account !

Now no tice in ~erse 17. the one
w ho had ga ined ten pounds is given
au thority to RUI. E C IT IES - "have
th o u a uthority over ten cit ies" ! T o
th e o nc wh o had uaincd five
pounds. he sa id . " Be t h~lI also over
five c ities ."

T h is is spea king or th e SECOi' D

CO\l1NG O F C HR IST - and of H is
d c lc uut in u authoritv 10 rule to sa in ts
co n\~ertcc.r d urin g this Ch ris tian era.
betwee n C hrist\ firs t and seco nd
uppcu rings on earth .

This parable, then. wa s spoken to
make clear to us that the Kingdom
or God is a lite ra l GOVER~\IENT. to
be set up AT C HR IST' S SECOX D CO \ I ­

ING - and 110 1 before! The CII L'R("H.

then. cann ot be the Kingd om o f
God . But the true C h urch ; 1' G od is
to be changed. bya resurrect ion and
inst antaneou s chanuc from morta l
to immorta l. I:'-Jl O tile Kin gdom o r
G od . The chu rch. when a ll its rnern­
hers have bee n cha nged to irnmor­
talitv, sha ll HE(' O\IE tl~e Kin gdom o f
God. But it is no t. now. th....e Kina­
dom ! ...

Saints to Rul e

Now re ad the de script ion of Christ 's
ac tu a l receiving a uthori ty to RULE

the K in gdo m. He is the noble man
w ho \\'c~t to he aven to rece ive th is
kings hi p . a nd to re turn .

W e have ulreadv seen how th e
pro p het Du n ic l rccZ)rueu the se tt ing
up o f the Kingdom of G od - (}f
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The church of God, when
all its members have been

miracu lously changed to
immortality, sha ll become

the King dom of God. But it
is not, no w, the Kingdom.

Christ's coming - to consume all
present national govcrnmerus o n
earth. and se t up the world- ruling
Kin gdom o f God . This wa s re­
co rde d in the second chapter. Notice
now cha p te r seven:

" 1 saw in the night visio ns. and.
behold . one like the Son of man
[Chri st ] ca rne with the clouds or
heaven. a nJ came to the Ancient of
days. and they brought him near
he fo re hi m" (verse 13)" Jesus conti n­
ua llv re fe rred to H im se lf as the
"SO;l o f ma n" - all th ro ugh M at ­
thew. Mark . Luke. and Joh n. C hrist
asce nded to hea ven in d ou ds (Ac ts
I:9 ). He asce nde d to th e very th ro ne
or God in hea ven (Ma rk 16: 19).
Now co nt in ue:

" And the re was give n h im do m in­
ion . a nd glory. a nd a king do m. th at
a ll pcopl~. n"'a tions. and l an gu ages.
should se rve him : h is dominion is
an eve rlas t ing do mi n io n. wh ich
sha ll not pass ....awav. a nd his kina­
dorn that wh ich sha ll not be d~ ­
s tro vcd" (Dan. 7 : 14 ).

Tlla L i ~ pla in ! Christ ascended to
the th ro ne o r God in heaven . God is
sove rciun over the en tire universe .
This \,t, ion sho ws G od Almighty.
Father o r the resurrected livina
Christ, confc rrinu on Christ domin~
ion . Dominion l~leans so vercian o r
su p re m e rulin g auth ority. "'A lso
given to Him was "1.1 kinudom."
",Vhac is that Kin gdom to .... be: It
says " a kin gd om th;t all people. na ­
Li ons. and lanuuaucs, sho uld serve
him:' The peopk~ and the nation s
spea king di fferent languages. a re
hen: o n earth . He is civen domin ion
over ALL :"'AnONS'" - the wh ole
world!

Important Word " UNTIL"

Now will VO l! read . in vour ow n
Bible. An;3 :21 ~ It sa vs tl{e heaven s
ha vc received J esus Cllfiq U NTI L ­

no t pe rma ne nt ly. just until a ce rtain

tim e. U ntil ll"heJ/? Unt il the tim es o r
RESTIT U TI O N of a ll things. R estitu­
tio n means restora tion to a form er
sta re o r co ndi tion. It is spea king of
res to rin g God's laws. G od 's govern­
m ent - of restoring happ in ess and
universa l PEACE.

In th is 7th cha p te r or Dan ie l. th e
p ro p he t had experienced a d ream .
and vision s, He ha d seen four wi ld
animals. Notice verse 16: the inter­
prvnnton begins verse 17. This is
GOD' S ins p ired interp retation - not
mine: "These grea t beasts. which
are four. a re f()l~r kings. which shal l
ari se out of the earth . But the sa ints
o f the most High sh all ta ke the
KI ;";G D()~t. and posses s the kingd o m
forever. even for ever a nd ever"
(Dan.7: 17- 18).

Notice it! Not only is C hr ist to
ru le - but th e saints - that is. co n­
verted true C hrist ians - those be ­
go tten as sons of G od - a re to tak e
a n d possess the Kingdo m! T hey are
10 rule un d er. and I\'ilh Chris t! In
th e New T esta m ent it is reco rde d
tha t co nv er ted sa in ts are co -he irs
with C hris t!

In th is sa m e 7th chapter, Dani el
e x p lai ne d a no th e r power. Th e
fourt h bea st o f his d ream - the
four th empire (t he Rom an Empire )
- was pic ture d as an ani ma l ha ving
ten ho rns. ex p lai ne d he re and in
R eve la tio n 13 and Reve la tion 17 as
te n reviva ls o r res u rrec tions of th e
Ro man Empi re. afte r its original fa ll
in A.D. 476 . But among the m ­
after A.D. 476 - arose a no the r li tt le
horn - a re ligious kingd om. ac­
tu a llv ru linu over the last seven of
the othcr "I~orns" or rev ived Rom an
kingdoms (ve rse 20).
~ow read about thi s " litt le horn"

- the religious kingdom - verse 2 1:
"I beh eld~ and the~,ame horn made
war with the sa ints. and prevai led
against them . U N TI L [note. another
" UNTI L '1 t he Ancient or days
came. and judgment wa s given to
the saints o f the most H igh : an d the
time came th .u the sai nt s possessed
the kingdom :'

T h e '"sa in ts - then no longe r
hu ma n flesh a nd blood. bu t im m o r­
tal - a re to po sse ss the Kingd om. a t
the second co mi ng of C h rist!

Jesus C hrist make, tha t pla in . It is
C hr ist who is speak ing in R evela ­
tion 3:21. a nd 2 :26-27: "To h im that
ove rco met h wi ll I gra nt to sit with
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m e In my throne. eve n as I a lso
ove rca me. and am se t down wi th rnv
Father in H i, throne ." T he Fa th e / ,
thro ne is in heaven - whe re Jesus
Christ is 110 W; but Christ' s th rone. in
wh ich the sa ints sha ll sit with H im .
is th e throne o f David . in Je ru sa lem
(Lu ke 1:32) .

Furth er : "And he th at ov e r­
co m et h an d keepeth my wo rks u nt o
th e end. to hi m will I give powe r
o ve r th e natio ns : and he sha ll ru le
them wit h a rod of iron:'

Can't Kn ow the TIME

A fte r His resurrecti on . o n the
M o un t o f O lives a t the verv hour of
H is asce ns io n to hea ven. Jesus was
ex plai n ing to His d isc ip les ho w they
wo uld receive the insp ir ing G od-be­
ge tt ing PO\VER of th e holy sp irit on
the a p proach ing d ay of Pen tecost.

H is disc ip les wa n ted to kn o w
whet he r th e Kingdo m of G od was
to be set up at thai lime! Th e
CHU RC H h'as est ablished o n th at im­
minent d ay of Pentecost. \Vas that
CHURCH. th en. to be th e se tting u p
o f th e K ingd o m"

"Lord ." th ey asked . " wilt thou at
th is l ime resto re aga in th e ki ngdom
to Israe l?"

Jesus aga in made pla in tha t th e
ch urch is nOl the Kingd o m.

" An d he sai d un to th em. It is not
for 'i O U to know th e tim es o r th e
seasons. wh ich the Fa th e r hath put
in H is ow n power. But ye sha ll re ­
ce ive power. a fter that the Ho ly
Ghost [S pir it) is co me upo n yo u:
a nd ve sha ll be witnesses un to m e
b o th~ i n J eru sal em . a n d in all
Juda ea . a nd in Sam ar ia . a nd un to
the u tte rm os t pa rt o f'the ea rt h. A nd
wh en he had spoken these things.
whi le th ey be he ld. he was tak en up :
a nd a cloud received him ou t of
their sizh t" (Ac ts 1:7-9 ).

T he ~ommission li e had given the
CHU RC H was to p reach H is gospel to
all the wo rld. They were to rece ive
the ho ly spirit, begett ing them as
sa in ts - as C hristia ns - putt ing
them in to God 's C HU"C H. Thi s
would infuse them with th e power
to ca rry o u t the m ission o f the
ch u rch . Bu t it was NO T th e se tti ng
u p or the Kingd om of God. Of that
th ev we re not to kn ow th e tim e.

J ust wha t di d Jesus mea n: " It is
not for vou to know the tim es o r th e
season/"! He expla ined it a no ther
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tim e. It is reco rde d in Ma tthew
24 :36: Th er e li e was speaki ng of th e
en d of th is world. a nd His second
comin g:

" But of that d ay a nd ho ur kn ow­
et h no man . no, no t the a ngels of
heaven. b u t my Fa ther on ly." H e
was spea king of His seco nd com ing
and th e se tting up o f th e Kin gd om .
the time or wh ich no man knows.
bu t o n ly the r a th e r.

Howeve r. thouuh we do not. even
no w. kn ow the d~v or th e hour u'e

do know. from G od 's prophecies.
that it is todav "err near! No tice th is.
in Lu ke 2 1':25-32 : He had been
fo retelli ng th e wo rld ev ents. rigln
110 lt ' beginning. leading to "d istress
of na tions" in wor ld troubles and
wo rld wars , " with perplexit y" ­
" m e n's hearts fail in g th em fo r fear .
a nd fo r look ing after those th ings
which a re co mi ng o n th e earth " ­
wo rld trou b le such as never before
ex pe rienced . "When ye sec th ese
th ings come to pass. know ye th at
th e kin gd om of G od is nigh a t ha nd.
Verily I say unt o yo u. th is ge ne ra ­
tion sha ll not pa s' awa y, till a ll be
ru lfilled."

Th e Two Fate ful Alternatives

This wo rld troub le bega n in 19 14.
with Wo rld War I. T here was a re­
cess from 1918 unt il 1939. We a rc in
a secon d recess now - a lthoug h we
a re in what we ca ll "C OLD \VAR:'

But now a t last we have nuclea r
en e rgy . \Ve h ave hyd rogen bombs
stockpi led in such power and vo l­
um e tha t they cou ld b last a ll hum an
life o ff thi s plane t sev e ra l tim es
ov er. There a re two o th er de struc­
tive wea pons tod ay in ex istence . e i­
the r o f wh ich co uld e ra se hurnan itv
fro m the ea rth. ~

T oday worl d -fa mo us sci en tis ts
say on ly a su pe r wo rld govern me n t
ca n prevent world cosrnocide. Yet
~ I E:S ca n not and will not get toget her
to form such a wo rld -ruling gov ern ­
me nt.

It's tim e we race th e hard . co ld.
rea list ic FACT : humanity has two a l­
terna tives : e ither there is a n Al­
m ig ht y. a ll-powerfu l Goo who is
a bou t to step in a nd se t up THE
K I:" GDOM OF G OD to rul e a ll na ­
tions with superna tu ral a nd supra ­
na tional FO RCE to bring us PEACE
- o r else a ll h uman life will be
o b litera ted (Ma tt. 24 :22). 0

Per sonal from " ,

(Continued (rom page 1)
or th e " ne w mo rali ty" has brough t
a bou t. first . fa r mor e o pe n ness and
fra n kness o f d iscussion a nd conv er­
sa tio n a bout se x a nd mor a ls : a nd
se co nd . a mu ch mo re lax beh a vior.
espec ia lly a mo ng the onco mi ng
vounser gene ra tio n. And o ne of its
:"rea t~s t da noers is the advent of ae c
new a nd a lmos t to ta l P ERM lSSI VE­

:-": ESS.

I th ink it probably sta rted in the
"R oar ing 20s" in the d ays of th e
"flappers.' Those, esp eci a lly th e
g irls who we re in their late tee ns
a nd ea rly 20s i ll the 1920s. became
m uch more perm issive. Th ey mar­
ried and became mothers . but the y
rel axed aut ho ri ty a nd parental gu id ­
ance over th ei r ch ildre n . Then
World Wa r II p roduced anot her
ge ne rat ion - still more permiss ive.
exe rcising even less a uth ori ty and
paren tal g u id a nce ov e r gr ow ing
ch ildren.

Discipl ine re laxed a nd virtua lly
d isa ppeared in a lmost a ll o r the
pu b lic schools. And now. in the past
d ecad e. most of the co llege and uni­
ve rsi ty cam p uses h a ve prov ided
"co-ed dorms" where m en a re free
to visit girls in th eir rooms. a nd girls
a re free to visit men wi th a lmost no
rest riction s.

O n Ambassad o r Co lleg e cam­
pu ses th e cond itio ns ha ve been dif­
fe re nt. He re th ere is d iscipline .
though we have recogni zed th a t
even whe n us ing di sc ip lin e. a proper
ba lance m ust be ma inta ined . Fac­
ul ty and ad m inistratio n can not
b uild and de velo p right CIIA"ACTER
in studen ts with a ha rsh a nd over­
zea lous use of a utho rity. But I think
the cha racte r of Amba ssad or stu­
d ents - a nd grad ua tes - spe aks fo r
itse lf.

O f course th e wo rld wide co n­
sp iracy agains t ma rriag e and the a t­
tack against the FA~ll lY ins titution
has nol oas ve t. m ad e any sensation­
a l d ent in th e num be r <if marriages
ta king pl ace. But it is becoming a
THR EAT whic h I fee l o ur read ers
sho uld know abo ut. 0
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Will America Have a Tricentennial?

reverse many of our major national
evils. Repentance is the key to our
nationa l survival'

An Old Testament prop het ic
book con tains an ancient admoni­
tion for America today, it we would
only listen and heed! The ancient
prophet Jeremiah relayed God's
stern warning to the Jews of his day
who were then threatened by a
mi ghty , he avily armed foreig n
power. " Thus saith the Lord of
hosts . Amend you r ways and
your doings, and I will cause you to
dwell in this place " (Jer. 7:3).

The wonderful promised land of
ancient Israel is not without parallel
to this great coun try ot ours today.
Only a cou ple ot Israel's twelve
tribes were left in the land by the
fime of Jeremiah. A sin-laden house
of Israel (the northern ten tribes)
had long since been driven out.
Only the house of Judah - the
southern nation - remained. Jere­
miah was tirelessly stating and re­
stat ing the condi tions for the ir
con tinuance in the Promised Land.
Those conditions have even greater
import for the U.S. today.

As recorded in the seventh chap­
ter , Jeremiah began to spell out
some at the specifics. " For if ye
thoroughly amend your ways and
your doing s; if ye thoroughly exe­
cute judgment between a man and
his neighbour ; if ye oppress not the
stranger, fhe fatherless, and the
widow , and shed not innocent
blood [murder] .. . . . then will I
cause you to dwell in this place, in
th e land that I ga ve to you r
tathe rs ... " (vs. 5-7).

The ancient house of Judah ig­
nored God 's warning through Jere­
m ia h. God kep t his wo rd!
Nebuchadnezzar vanquished the
nation and brough t it into captivity .

Can we afford to gamble on the
possibility that God will deal differ­
ently with us today? Maybe we'd
better realize that God says he's no
respecter of persons and that he
does not chance:

Can't we see that national repen­
tance is our only viable alternative?
We need to drop to our knees be­
fore our God and cry out to him in
heartfelt repentance tor deliverance
from our awesome national prob­
lems. Ou r Bicente nnial yea r
woul dn' t be a bad time to begin! 0

The followin g words were spoken
by Jesus Christ well over nineteen
hundred years ago. But they were
never truer than they are today:

" The time is fulfilled, and the
kingdom of God is at hand: repent
ye, and believe the gospel" (Mark
1:15). The word " gospel" simply
means " good news." Jesus Christ
was the newsca st er who an­
nounced the good news of the
kingdom of God .

He prefaced this wonderful good
news with some stark warnings
about , first of all , a pletho ra of false
religion . Then he talked about the
outb reak of world wars, famines,
epidemics and earthquakes in dif­
ferent places - look what has hap­
pened recently in Guatemala, in
Italy and in the Soviet Union - add­
ing: " For then shall be great tribula­
tion, such as was not since the
beginning of the world to this time, no,
nor ever shall be" (Matthew 24:21).

That' s the bad news. The good
news comes in the next verse: " Ex­
cept those days should be short­
ened, there should no flesh be
saved: but for the elect's sake those
days shalf be shortened" (verse 22).

While God absolutely gives us an
incontroverti ble guarantee that
mankind will survive 2076, he gives
no such guaranfee that the United
States of America will survive as a
national entity that long.

The answer to our national sur­
vival depends on our spiri tual status
as a nation . Right now we're run­
ning a pretty high temperature. If
we don 't repent of some of our na­
tional and ind ividu al problems
pretty soon, it may be too late to

Garner Ted Armstrong

SPIIKS oUTI

In our Bicentennial year, we Amer­
icans have much for which to be
thankful. This country has given

us precious rights that few peoples
in history have ever enjoyed.

On our 200th birthday, we are
still the greatest single power the
wor ld has ever known. Blessed with
the most fabulously rich piece of
real estate available on this good
earth, we have risen to dizzying
heigh ts of technological and scien­
tifi c achievement. American 100t­
prints dot the moon. Our language,
our culture, and our produc ts girdle
the globe. Our standard of living is
sti ll the envy of the world . I, as an
American citizen, am exceedingly
thankful for all these blessings.

Nevertheless, our American way
of life is being seriously eroded by
mounting crime, poli tical chicanery,
divorce, pornog raphy , racial stress,
pol lution and massive urban crises .

And on the world scene, a num­
ber of problems threaten the very
survival of the human race. If the
oceans were to die, mankind would
probably last no more than a 100
years before breathing his last. Add
to that the largely unrestrained pro­
li fera tion of nuclea r weapons,
greatly intensitying the possibili ty of
a thermonuclear holocaust. When
you sum it all up , you wonder
whether an y Americans will be
around for our Tricentennia l cele­
bration - 100 years from now.

It goes without saying that you
also wonde r whether or not there
will be any citizens of the world left
by then . The answer to that ques­
tion is the very substance of the
good news of the kingdom of God.

The PLAIN TRUTH July 1976 45



MOVING? LITERATURE REQUEST?
CALL TOLL FREE (1)-800-423-4444
In California, Alaska and Hawaii
(1)-213-577-5225,




