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Letters
Can 't put it down

OK , OK, you win! I must confess that
in the late '70s I could easily lay down
The Good News and forget it, but the
last few issues have been very difficult to
let go until the y're finished . We are back
on the tr ack teaching God's Word with
conviction. Let's keep at it.

Lawt on Collins
C incinnati, Ohi o

Encouraging talk

Mr. Armstrong , we would like to
thank you for your encouraging heart ­
to-heart ta lk you had with us in the Ju ne­
J uly Good News ("How YOU Ca n Over­
come ") . We really appreciated it a lot
and it really help s us when you feel you
can share with us in this way your feel­
ings. It helps us to realize we are not
alone, even though we knew it all along,
but your concern helps us to be able to
hang on and pray more earnestly for
more of God's Holy Spirit to be able to
overcome and endure unto the end.

Mr. and Mr s. John P. Hamb y
Greenvi lle, S.c.
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Unbelieving mates

After readin g the June-July, 1982,
Good News, I j ust have to writ e and tell
you how uplifted and inspired I was by
the article "Special Blessings for Th ose
With Unbelieving Mates."

I have been in the Church for nine
years now. I began th is C hristian life
with some apprehension du e to a rather
hostile unconverted mate . Thi s turned to
discouragement and some self-pit y as the
whole situation seemed so hopeless unless
he was converted . However, over the
years I have learned to become more pos­
itive and hopeful - but that ar ticle was
ju st tremendous! I had never thought of
those spiri tua l pillar s in the Bible ­
Joseph , Moses, David, etc . - all having
unconverted mates.

I can definitely say I have seen God's
hand at work in thi s complex situation,
also. T here have been many times my
hu sband has reeled in bewilder ment
when he came up against the power of
God' s Spi ri t flowing out.

Suddenly, my situation seems mu ch
more vita l and imp or tant and my role not
so insignificant in God's overall scheme.
It makes me want to try hard er.

Thank you very much . W ith eac h
Good News , it seems impossible for the
articles to improve, but they always do!

Reader
N ew Zealand



The ManWho
Couldn't Afford toTithe

By Herbert W. Armstrong

they real ize the Bibl e commands
it. I heard about the above con­
versat ion, and pr each ed a se rmo n
on th e quest ion of whether the

unconve rte d sho uld obey the Ten
Command ments an d pay tithes,
or whether, as Ed had reasoned,
these things were only for C hris ­
tians.

I poi nted ou t that God's law
was put in motion for man's good
- it is T HE WAY of life that
br ings peace, happiness, prosperi­
ty - the full , abundant, interest­
ing life - success , joy here and
now, as well as ete rnal l ife
throug h C hrist for the saved .

I showed that it P A YS, and is

the on ly se ns ible way of life ,
entirely apart fro m the mat ter of
sa lvation - and th at , even if one
is fina lly lost , he who si ns little

1;;;;;;;;;;;;;;;;;;;;;;;;;;;;;;;;;;;;;;;;;;;;;;;;;;;;;;;;;;;;;;;;;;::::::;::::;;:::::;:::;:::;;;;;;;---;;:;""] shall be pun is hed wit h
few st ri pes , but he who
si ns mu ch wit h many
stripes (Luke 12:47-48) .

I poin te d ou t God's
promises to prosp er the
t ithepayer , and that this is
a defi nite LAW God has
set in motion, which oper­
ates inexorably an d auto­
matically on the just and
the unjust alike.

Ed began to obey the
Bib le . A t the very next
service - we we re hold­
ing se rv ices at this little
school house three times a
week, a nd t hree other
nights a week in a hall in
downtown Eugene at the
t ime - M rs . Smit h smi l­
ingly ha nde d me a $ 1 bill.
"That's Ed's firs t ti the,"
she sai d t riumph antl y .
" We are now down to
$ 10, and Ed decided to
start tithing with wha t we
have on hand."

The very next service
s he came to me with
another happy smile.

"Here's a $5 bill ," she said.
"The very next day after Ed gave
God's Work a tenth of all he had,
a customer who had owed him
$50 for a year came an d paid up.
So he re's the tithe of that $50.
After paying the total $6 tithe,
we now have $54 on hand instead ~

of t he $ 10 we had the ot her ~

day." ~
It was begin ning to pay ! Bu t ~

only beginning! By the next ser- s
vice, as I remember it, Ed had ~

received his first orde r in one or it

I t wa s late in 1933 - the
very depth of the Great
Depression. Ed Smith

was a well driller by
profession, but no­
body seemed able to
afford to have well s
drilled.

E d a n d hi s wife
E m ma atte nd ed se r­
vices I was then hold­
mg In a one-roo m coun­
try sc hoo l ho use 12
mi les wes t of Eugen e,
O re. Ed made no pro­
fess ion of C hrist ianity
u nti l later. But he
attende d se rv ices, and
wen t up and down th e
co untrys ide di scussin g
Bible doctrines wit h his
p rofess i ng C h r is t ian
neighbors.

"You've go t to pa y
t it hes and obe y God," he
ins iste d . "The Bible says
so. It 's PLA IN!"

One of his neighbors
became ir ri ta te d .

"Look her e, Ed ," th e
neighbor ex plode d, "why
do you come around here
trying to tal k m e in to th ese
things, when you don 't obey the
Bibl e or pay tithes yourself?"

" Because, " came Ed's quick
and ready answer, " I don ' t pro­
fess to be a Christian, and you do.
Bes id es," he ad ded, " I can't
afford to tithe, anyway."

Thousands like him

T here are thousands who, like
Ed S mi th, reason in th eir own
mi nds that t hey ca n't afford to
tithe, even tho ug h, like Ed Smith ,
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"Prove me now," challenges the Eternal

two years to drill a new well, for
which he received cash payment.
Before he finished that job,
another was contracted. Soon he
had three or four jobs coming in
at once, and was forced to be­
gin employing men to work for
him.

Ed Smith was only one of
many I have known who learned
by experience that one cannot
afford not to pay God the tithe
that BELONGS to God!

I remember Ed Smith did
encounter some troubles of a dif­
ferent nature later, when his wife
and son were sent to the state

tuberculosis hospital , and he
finally broke down in real repen­
tance, accepting Jesus Christ as
Savior. He came to me, according
to the command of James 5: 14­
15, and both his wife and son
were completely healed and
returned home.

This is a true story, and the
name is not fictitious. Ed Smith
died a number of years ago, but
I'm happy to remember these
incidents in his life in the hope
they may start many others on
the right and profitable, as well
as the Christian, way of life.

Why did God ordain tithing?
Was it to place increased burden
and taxation upon us? Let us not
misunderstand God's love and
wisdom!

It isn't that God really needs
your first tenth. He could have
established some different system
for carrying on His Work. But to
have done so would have robbed
us of the blessing that flows back
to us if we are faithful in tithes
and offerings!

The tither is invariably a pros­
perous man. I do not mean neces­
sarily wealthy - but one whose
actual needs are always supplied.
Tithers, if faithful and obedient
to the Eternal , are not often
found in want. "Not because I
desire a gift: but I desire fruit
that may abound to YOUR

account " (Phil. 4:17).
God promises His children

shall always have something to

2

give (Deut. 16:16-17) . It is only
when they withhold and misap­
propriate the tithe and offerings
that He fails to prosper them. For
through John He tells us, "I wish
above all things that thou mayest
prosper and be in health"
(III John 2) . "Honour the Lord
[Eternal] with thy substance, and
with the firstfruits of all thine
increase: So shall thy barns be
filled with plenty, and thy presses
shall burst out with new wine"
(Prov. 3:9-10).

Try it! "Prove me now here­
with," challenges the Eternal to
us, in a prophecy for our day

(Mal. 3:10), "if I will not open
you the windows of heaven, and
pour you out a blessing, that
there shall not be room enough to
receive it" - financial blessings!
Are you behind financially? In
debt? Your unfaithfulness in tith­
ing and offerings may be the rea­
son!

Tithing while in debt

Yet so many say, "I don't think
it would be right for me to tithe
while I'm in debt." Yes, it is
right , and the other way is
WRONG.

"There is a way which seemeth
right unto a man, but the end
thereof are the ways of death"
(Prov. 14:12, 16:25) . God's Word
tells us what is RIGHT, and God
tells us to pay to HIS Work the
firstfruits of all our Income
(Prov. 3:9-10) .

Regarding our material and
financial needs, even debts, God
says, "Seek ye first the kingdom
of God, and his righteousness;
and all these things shall be added
unto you" (Matt. 6:33). The tithe
is the debt that you owe God.
This debt is FIRST in time and
principle. Pay your debts to God,
make Him your PARTNER in your
finances and receive His blessing
in temporal affairs . This will
enable you to pay your debts, or
to get a job, or to have your needs
supplied more quickly than if you
evade His debt.

Remember your ALL belongs to

HIM, not to you (Deut. 10:14) .
You are in the position of steward
handling that which belongs to
another. He is your silent part­
ner, and the first tenth, in addi­
tion to offerings, is His share.
The rest He gives freely to you.

But if you appropriate for
yourself HIS share, you are steal­
ing, and ROBBING GOD (Mal.
3:8). Would you pay your debts
with money another man had left
in your trust? If a man working
in a bank does that, we call it
embezzlement!

The only sure way to know you
have God as partner and that He
is taking care of your interests is
to obey Him in tithing.

When God receives HIS por­
tion of all your income, God
becomes your partner, sharing in
your profits. He causes His part­
ners to prosper, so if you are in
debt, take God into partnership
first, and watch Him prosper you
until finally you are out of debt!
Remember the debt you owe God
comes FIRST.

Some will say, "I never tithed,
and I know God never frowned on
me, for I have the feeling in my
heart that I am His child without
having to tithe."

God has blessed you according
as you have yielded to Him
according to the light He has
revealed to you, from His Word!
While you have the light, WALK
in it, lest darkness come upon
you! (John 12:35-36). "GROW in
grace, and in the KNOWLEDGE of
our Lord" (II Pet. 3:18). See also
Romans 11:22 .

If every professing Christian
would accept this plain instruc­
tion from God, honoring HIM
instead of themselves with their
substance, the Work of the Eter­
nal would go forth with such
mighty power that the world
would be shaken to its founda­
tions!

Seek ye FI RST the Kingdom,
and your material needs shall be
ADDED. Try it! Take God at His
Word! Prove HIM (Mal. 3:10)!
See how you begin to prosper! Be
a faithful steward; make God
your PARTNER! Receive His
BLESSING! God's Work is waiting
upon you! 0
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Is tithing only for Christians? Would God
prosper non-Christians who tithe? R ead, here, the living

experiences of those who have put tithing to the test.

Should a
Nonmember Tithe?

So you have read of
Ed Smith, the man
who couldn't afford

to tithe.
Now stop for a moment and

put yours e lf in Ed Smith 's
shoes . You have just learned
the ans wer to the question
wh eth er the uncon verted
should obey God's Ten Com­
mandments and pay tithes ­
or whe ther, as Ed Smith rea­
so ned, t h es e are o n ly for
Christian s.

Ed Smith got the point.
But have you?
H ave you understood th at God

is a God of love? That He is con­
ce rne d a bo u t you ? That H e
knows wh at you need ?

God has your interest and wel­
far e in mind .

God set laws in motion th at , if
o beye d, produce happiness ,
peace, pr osperit y - everything
one could desire. God's laws wer e
inst ituted for man 's good - your
good. They are a way of life. They
produce an abundant, int erest ing
life her e and now - as well as
et ernal life through Jesus Christ.

God 's ove ra ll spiritual law is
sum med up in the one word love.
Love to God and love to neighbor .
It is furt he r subdiv ided int o 10
points - the Ten Com mand­
me nt s - wh ich reveal how we
should love God and love neigh­
bor. If the T en Commandments
wer e obeyed by the nations today,
th e re would be no war. A nd

By Herman L, Hoeh

among individuals there would be
no murder, no adultery, no steal-

, ing , no lying. Can you imagine a
world like that - free from men­
tal anguish and su ffering, free
from nagging fears and worries?

Such a happy world could be
- if onl y we would learn th at
God's laws wer e se t in moti on for
our good.

People deprive themselves
of blessings

When any human being breaks
the laws God set in' motion , he
automatically deprives himself of
blessings - deprives himself of
joy, of peace of mind, of the pros­
perity that cou ld be his. When any
human being obeys the laws God
set in motion, he automa tically
begins to receive blessings - inner
happiness , peace of mind , increas­
ing prosperity on the job.

The way of obedience is the
way of blessings. The way of dis­
obedience brings the lack of those
desired blessings.

A professing Christi an wh o
commits adultery automat ica lly
cuts himself off from th e bless­
ing s of a happy marriage . A non­
Christian who obeys the com­
mandment "Thou sha lt not com­
mit adultery" (Ex. 20: 14) auto­
matically receives th e ble ssings of
a happier home.

A professing C hr is tian who
does not tithe is stealing fro m
God - he is breaking one of the
Ten Commandments. He auto­
matically cuts himself off from
financial blessings th at could have

been his. A non-Christian who
pays God his tithes au tomat ica lly
re cei ves fin an cial blessings be­
ca use he is obeyi ng a law set in
moti on to br ing prosperity - to
keep one ou t of needless deb t.

It is th at simple!
Man y of you, righ t now, are

heavily in deb t. You want to cut
yourself off from th e only source
that could give you wisdom to
keep out of debt - God. You are
not likely to deliver yourself from
debt un til you begin to obey th e
fina ncial law of tithing.

Yes, stra nge as it see ms , you
- even if a non- Christ ian - can
prosper and be free from debt if
you mak e God you r financial
partner. In thi s par tner sh ip God
gi ve s yo u 90 percen t of th e
income. Think how much mo re
prosperous th e world would now
be if each nation had made Go d a
national partner .

If each nati on had been fai thful
in t ithe paying , there would be no
mounting nati onal debt an d no
significa nt private debt.

It pays to tithe

The 10 percent, whic h God has
reserved for Himself since th e cre­
ation of th e world, is called a tithe.
It is an old English word meaning
" tenth." T he first tithe, or tenth,
belongs to God (as explained in the
preced ing art icle) .

There is a re ward tha t come s
from tithing. God prospers the
tither and deli ver s him out of
debt. Do you believe God can do
for you what He did for wealthy



A braham? O r are you a doubt er?
Do you want H is blessings, or to
be depr ived of t hem?

Notice Malachi 3:9-12, a prop h­
ecy for today : "Ye are cursed with
the curse, yet ye rob Me, even this
whole nat ion" (Jewish Publication
Society translation) . T hat means
profess ing C hrist ian an d non ­
Christian alike! " Bring ye," God
continues to th e professing Chris­
tian and non-C hristian alike, "the
who le tit he in t o t he store ­
house . .. and t ry Me now here­
with, saith th e Lord of hos ts, if I
will not open you th e windows of
heaven , and pour you out a bless­
ing, th at there shall be more th an
sufficie ncy .. .. And all' nat ions
shall call you happy; for ye shall be
a deligh tsome land, sait h the Lord
of hosts."

T ha t is God's prom ise - and
God can no t li e. God is no
respecter of per sons - it is not a
matter of spi ritual conversion. It
is a financ ial matter.

O f course, the matter of atti ­
tude is all importan t. God loves a
cheerful giver - not one who
gives gru dgi ngly or of necessity
(I I Cor. 9:7) . If a person merely
"gives to get" - simp ly as a legal
necessity - he cannot expect
Go d to bless him. Nor could one
expect Go d to bless a tithe r if he
employs fisca l foolishness in man­
ag ing th e rem aining 90 percent of
his income.

We publish a booklet entitled
Ma naging Yo ur Personal Fi­
nances. It exp lains how to properly
administe r that rem aining 90 per­
cent. Write for your free copy .

We have received hundreds of
lett ers over the yea rs from non­
Christians who have learned the
lesson of t ithing. T hey have put
tithing to the test - and found it
pays!

S uppose you were a policeman.
Wo uld it pay you to tithe? Here
is your answer:

I have been a subscriber to
your magazines for several
years now. In addition I 've
consumed a considerable
amount of literature that you
have always freely given. I 've

read this material , compared
it to the Bible and the tradi­
tions in which I was reared ,
asked many questions of " e x­
perts" on theology, and I've
counseled with ministers of
God 's Church. I have been
profoundly affected by the
knowledge I've garnered.

I made the decision to tithe
and discovered that my family
does very nicely on the gO
percent God lets me keep.
Our financial status has not
soared , but the fact is we
have prospered better than
we did on 100 percent. It is
truly a delight to see the visi­
ble evidence of God's laws in
motion. ...

My job [has been] a Califor­
nia highway patrolman....

J.E.T.
Red Bluff, Calif.

Maybe you are a woman who
has to earn - you r own living .
H ere's a lett er from one who has
found a bett er way to make he r
incom e work for her:

After I sent you a check for
the first time, I got a pay raise.
My boss also informed me
that if I keep learning the job
as I have been, he was going
to try to get me promoted. If
the promotion goes through, I
will be the first female without
a college degree to ever be in
that position with this compa­
ny - perhaps in the busi­
ness.

Pat V.
Midland, Tex.

Maybe you are a teenager?

Here is some money. I
deliver papers. Since I have
started tithing , I have been
making much more. My sum­
mer camp fund is really grow­
ing.

Brice T.
Los Alamos, N.M.

T ake the case of this ranching
fami ly from H untington, O re. ,
th e same state Ed Smith th e we ll
dr iller came from:

Enclosed is a check for our
first monthly tithe. We have a

small cattle ranch and our
monthly budget is very small.
My husband made out the
check this afternoon. Within
hours we had some badly
needed rain. God blesses His
own in many different ways. To
us rain is a very big blessing.

Mr. and Mrs. Dennis Q.

Huntington, Ore.

Who says God won't open up
the "windows of heaven" and
bless those who tithe for the first
time?

Perh aps you are unemployed .
Does it pay to begin t ith ing even
if you haven' t found a jo b yet?

After a year of not working ,
I am called back to work now.
I had never thought much
about tithing before I received
your magazine. When I re­
ceived my tax returns, I sent
one tenth. No sooner had I
sent my tithe money to you
than I received this offer for
work in Prince George, B.C. ,
and my son was told to go to
Thompson , Man. So I cannot
thank you enough for your
magazine.

Mrs. K.B.
Prince George, B.C.

Maybe you are on the frontier
in A laska. Does it pay to tithe
there, with living costs so high?

Tithing is definitely profit­
able. Within three months ,
God put me in a rewarding job
with two times the amount of
money per month. If tithing
works , the other laws must
work too.

Craig H.F.
Anchorage, Alaska

They do! T h o u sand s have
proved it.

Some people remain doubters
for years until - but let Harvey
S . tell his own story:

In February I sent a tithe for
my January income. Less than
a week later I received a
check from an unexpected
source for $2,500. A couple of
weeks after that a man paid

(Continued onpage 28)



What Is
Real Christianity?

Jesus Christ lived and taught a unique, tremendous way
of life. This article, the first of a series, explores ·the process

of conversion and what true Christian character is.

T hey called Christ's
disciples "these that
have turned the

world upside down" (Acts
17:6).

The blunt, ruggedly honest
young Teacher from Galilee
revolutionized human con­
cepts of morality in His series
of verbal lightning flashes
known as the Sermon on the
Mount.

Most professing Christians are
lulled by the familiar, pithy
phrases found in Matthew 5, 6
and 7. But Christ's brief epi­
grams, known as the "beati­
tudes," or "blessings, " are actual­
ly shocking, profound . And they
are the very essence, the hall­
mark, of Christianity.

The plain truth is that the Ser­
mon on the Mount totally inverts
conventional religion - yes , even
this world's so-called Christian­
ity.

What is the precise, biblical
definition of Christianity?

The Bible definition

The word Christian was coined
in the Syrian city of Antioch only
a few years after the day of Pen­
tecost in A .D . 31 (Acts 11:26) .
On that Pentecost the promised
Holy Spirit (Luke 24:49) de­
scended from heaven in a brilliant
display of power (Acts 2:1-4) . It
welded Christ's 12 disciples into
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the very nucleus of the Church of
God.

Until then - until God actual­
ly placed the Holy Spirit within
them - even the 12 disciples
were not converted . Christ Him­
self said so (Luke 22:31-32) .

Before that time, God's Spirit
worked with the disciples and
opened their minds to certain
truths, but was not yet actively
inside their minds doing a trans­
forming work (John 14:17).

Now understand why the most
specific scriptural definition of
real Christianity is directly con ­
nected with this Holy Spirit:

"But ye are not in the flesh,
but in the Spirit, if so be that the
Spirit of God dwell in you. Now
if any man have not the Spirit of
Christ, he is none of his" (Rom.
8:9) .

There it is! A true Christian pos­
sesses the energizing presence of
the very Spirit of God.

The Holy Spirit is not any third
person of the Godhead . God's
Spirit is defined in Luke 1:35 as
" the power of the Highest." It is
the dynamic power of God, ema­
nating from Him like light from a
light bulb and filling the entire
universe (Ps . 139 :7) . It is some­
thing that can be "poured out" or
"quenched" (Acts 2: 17, I Thess.
5:19). It is a mighty, moving force,
not a person (John 7:37-39) .

No wonder the word trinity
isn't found in the Bible. For more
information about the false "trin­
ity " doctrine, wri te , for our free
article reprint series, " T he God
Family and th e Holy Spirit. "

God's Spirit is the active ,
indwelling presence of "the
divine nature" (II Pet. 1:4) at
work in a human mind. It fash­
ions, molds and shapes that mind
into the image of our Father in
heaven (Phil. 2:5 ) .

Now how may we receive this
Spirit of God ?

Peter outlined the steps in Acts
2:38. After a process of genuine
change - of turning from one's
carnal, selfish way to the way of
outflowing love and obeying
God's commandments - demon­
strated by bearing "fruits worthy
of repentance" (Luke 3:8), comes
the baptism ceremony.

The Greek word baptizo, trans­
lated "baptism" in the New Testa­
ment, means total immersion in
water, symbolizing the death and
burial of the old self, of the old ,
sinful way of life (Rom. 6: 1-6) . At
baptism the new convert makes a
statement of intent, as it were, to
leave his past behind . He surren­
ders sovereignty over his failed ,
sin-filled life to God.

Then comes another ceremony:
the "laying on of hands" (Heb.
6:1-2) . Physical representatives of
Jesus Christ, men empowered to
discern repentance and grant the
Holy Spirit by the laying on of
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their hands, facilitate contact
with God's Spirit (Acts 8: 14-18,
John 20:21-23).

How many professing Chris­
tians really understand this?
Incredible as it may seem, God is
calling only a tiny minority of all
who ever lived to understand these
truths. God is not trying to save
this world now. Only a few, chosen
ones really respond to God, repent,
fight the obstacles in their paths
and thus qualify to receive the
Holy Spirit, "whom God hath giv­
en to them that obey him" (Acts
5:32). Few really want to surren­
der all the way to God. Write for
our free reprint, "Is This the Only
Day of Salvation?"

A changed life

Now understand Matthew
7: 13-14: "Enter ye in at the strait
gate: for wide is the gate, and
broad is the way, that leadeth to
destruction, and many there be
which go in thereat: Because
strait is the gate, and narrow is
the way, which leadeth unto life,
and few there be that find it."

Some few believe God's ser­
vants . They begin to see the
wretchedness and futility of the
way of life they have followed.
They are awakened to the sham
and abomination inherent in such
pagan spectacles as Christmas,
Easter and Sunday-keeping (Jer.
10:1-8, Luke 16:15). They realize
they have accepted doctrines dia­
metrically opposed to what the
Bible actually teaches.

These few feel "pricked in
their heart" - they are sincerely
and deeply sorry for the sins they
have committed (Acts 2:37).
They want to change their lives .
After counseling with God's min­
isters, they resolve to dedicate
their lives to living God's way,
accept the baptism covenant and
receive the Holy Spirit.

What, then? Is that the end ?
Absolutely not! This only starts
the Christian journey. The work
of overcoming now begins in ear­
nest.

Baptism signals but the first
effort in a lifelong struggle to
"put off the old man" (Col. 3:9­
10). Self-will is still active after
baptism. Though past sins are
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forgiven , the Christian may stum­
ble and sin anew. The new con­
vert must increase the Holy Spirit
of power through prayer - much
prayer - Bible study, fasting
regularly (Luke 11:9-13). It takes
sincere, mighty effort to replace
the carnal, selfish, fleshly mind
with the mind of Christ Himself.
This is difficult, 'a lifelong strug­
gle , and requires God's constant
help and continual forgiveness.

But this is the very purpose for
human life, the only reason God
gave us this temporary, fleshly
existence (I Tim. 6: 12). Only by
imitating Christ in every way do
we prepare for an eternal life of
usefulness and accomplishment in
the Kingdom of God.

Now how, exactly, may we
qualify to help Christ straighten
out this sick planet in the world
tomorrow? For that is the true
Christian's goal, even though
almost no one understands it.
How deceived this world is (Rev.
12:9)! Paul asked, "Do ye not
know that the saints shall judge
the world?" (I Cor. 6:2) . Revela­
tion 5: 10 says "we shall reign on
the earth." In Revelation 2:26
Christ promised His followers
"power over the nations."

In the Sermon on the Mount
Christ gave specialized instruc­
tions to His future inner cabinet,
those who would be sitting with
Him on His throne (Rev. 3:21).
This vital seminar for future
kings and priests (Rev. I :6) is
found in Matthew 5, 6 and 7.

"And seeing the multitudes, he
went up into a mountain: and
when he was set, his disciples
came unto him" (Matt. 5: 1).
Notice how Christ avoided the
crowds. It was time for some deep
spiritual discourses that would
challenge even His own disci­
ples.

Later on, Christ explained why
He taught in parables, and it was
not to make the meaning clearer!
Read it: "Because it is given unto
you [His disciples] to know the
mysteries of the kingdom of heav­
en, but to them it is not given"
(Matt. 13:11).

What a shocker! But it was
true. Only the few - the small
minority - earnestly seek God's

way of life, desperately make the
necessary changes to qualify for
an eternal life of rulership and
service in the Kingdom of God.

"Blessed are ... II

"And he opened his mouth, and
taught them, saying, Blessed are
the poor in spirit" (Matt. 5:2-3) .

Who, exactly, are the poor in
spirit? Not those lacking in the
precious, energizing Holy Spirit
of God! "Poor in spirit" refers to
a lack of human spirit, carnal
pride, stubborn self-will. It is
humility - a yielded, submissive
attitude before God .

Blessed are those who rate
themselves as insignificant ­
who are of no great stature in
their own eyes, Jesus is saying.
Blessed are those who deeply feel
their utter dependence upon God
for anything truly worthwhile and
lasting.

This is completely opposed to
worldly concepts of "finding
yourself," self-reliance, "I'm OK,
you're OK" or tapping the hidden
power of the "inner you." Here
Christ demands the puncturing of
vanity, pride, deceit, the stubborn
selfishness rooted deep inside us
(Ps. 39:5-6).

Christ loves the poor in spirit
(Isa. 66:2). He brilliantly por­
trayed their sincere, humble atti­
tude in His parable of the Phari­
see and the publican: "And the
publican, standing afar off, would
not lift up so much as his eyes
unto heaven, but smote upon his
breast, saying, God be merciful to
me a sinner" (Luke 18:13).

"Blessed are they that mourn:
for they shall be comforted"
(Matt. 5:4).

A contradiction? How can
mourners rejoice? Yet the
Teacher from Galilee skillfully
planned every word. He Himself
lived these words on that mean­
ingful occasion when He re­
vealed, through His tears, His
passionate concern for His fel­
low human beings: "0 Jerusa­
lem, Jerusalem, thou that killest
the prophets, and stonest them
which are sent unto thee, how
often would I have gathered thy
children together, even as a hen
gathereth her chickens under
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Don't be deceived: Those not striving to
obey God's commandments in every aspect of
their lives are simply not converted They
have not yet surrendered to God .

her wings, and ye would not! "
(Matt. 23:37).

Christ , dyn amic ad versary of
the money cha ngers (John 2: 13­
17) , was also a man of infinite
co m passion (Mark 6:34). No one
was mor e con cerned for others,
more sens it ive ly attuned to the
pain and mortification of the pa­
ri ah s of His day (Luke 5: 12­
13) .

Compassion and warmth su r­
ch arged Hi s ministry. H e felt
wrenching, stabbing pity for th e
agonies we inflict upon ourselves
in this sin-sick world ( Matt. 9: 12­
13). The deeply committed "man
of sorrows" burned inwardly to
finish His part in God's W ork
and bring salvation that much
cl oser to mankind (lsa. 53 :3 ,
Luke 12:50) .

Do we? Ezekiel 9:4 reveals th at
G od is going to spare th ose only
wh o "sig h and cry" for th e dail y
at roc it ies perpetrated on th is
planet.

Meekness in action

" Blessed are th e meek ," J esu s
con tinued, "for they shall inherit
the ea r th" (M att. 5:5 ).

The fiery , bombastic M oses
(Ex. 2: 11- 12), one of hi st ory's
ou ts ta nd ing leaders, was actually
"very meek, above all the men
whi ch were upon the face of the
ea rth" (N um. 12:3). How co me?
Aren't the meek the weak ?

A bsolutely not! The Greek word
praus, tran slated "meek" in Mat­
th ew 5 :5 , refers to steel-like
st rength, but strength under con­
trol. M oses was forceful and vigor­
ous, yet te achable and yielded to
God 's direction (Num. 12:7).

M eek men can reall y t ake
charge wh en they must. Christ
did when He routed the money
ch an gers (J ohn 2:13-17 ).

The meek are " peacea ble, gen­
tle, and eas y to be intreat ed " (Jas.
3: 17) . They are easy to correct
and admonish ( Prov. 17: 10) . This
will ing ness to listen to so und
advice, to defer to authority, sav es
much needless trauma.

" Blessed are they which do
hunger and thirst after righteou s­
ness: for they shall be fill ed"
( Mat t. 5:6) .

Psalm 119: 172 states, "All thy
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commandments ar e righteous­
ne ss. " In the Sermon on the
M ount Jesus em phat ica lly clari­
fied Hi s de vot ion to the laws of
G od (Matt. 5:17) . H ow will He
gu ide the nation s without law
(lsa. 42:1-4) ?

C hrist thundered: "Verily I say
unto yo u, Till heaven and earth
pass, one jot or on e tittle sha ll in
no wise pass fr om th e "law, t ill all
be fulfilled. Whosoe ver therefore
sha ll break one of these least
commandments, and sha ll teach
men so, he sh all be called the
least in the kin gd om of heaven :
but whosoever sh all do and te ach
them, the same sh all be called
great in the kingdom of heaven"
(Matt. 5:18-19).

Don't be deceived : Those not
st r iving to obey G od 's command­
ments in every aspect of their
lives are simply not converted.
They fear men or follow their
own ideas. They have not ye t su r­
rendered to G od ( Prov. 29:25).

A challenging statement

Next came one of Jesu s' most

challenging statements: "Blessed
are the merciful: for they shall
obtain mercy" (Matt. 5:7 ).

This is an absolute measure of
ou r conversion. Why? Because
the pol ar opposites of mercy and
fo rg ive ness a re hate , revenge,
spite.

Solomon, the wisest man who
ever lived, wrot e, "He th at is slow
to wrath is of g reat underst and­
ing" (Prov . 14:29) . What did he
mean ?

Simpl y thi s : Pardon ing o f­
fen ses and forgiving injustices
demonstrates faith in godl y prin­
ciples (Prov. 19:11), our co nvic­
tion that God 's law s regulat e this
universe .

God doesn 't need us to police
th e universe for Him by retali at-

ing, taking revenge on our ene­
mies. N o on e ever evades the con­
sequences of breaking God's law
(lsa.57:2l ).

The revenge- tak ers don't be­
lieve this. They stubborn ly insist
on doing God's work for Him by
cruel action or crueler words.

True Christian s have a special
incentive for being merciful: They
are de epl y consci ous th at th eir per­
son al sins caused the brutal death
of th e perfect and spotless Son of
God (I Tim. 1:15) . God forgives us
onl y through the atoning work of
"Christ our pas sover" (I Cor.
5:7) .

God hates the unthinking hard­
nes s demonstrated by the unmer­
ciful servant in Matthew 18:28, a
man wh o had just received merci­
ful pard on from his master
(verses 23-2 7). Bew are of tempt­
ing God this way.

" Blessed are the pure in heart:
for they sha ll see God," Christ
taugh t (Matt. 5:8) .

Yet how can sin fu l human
be ings achieve purity and perfec­
ti on ? N one can (Rom . 3:10) . But

our attitude, our basic motive and
intent, our overall life's direction
can indeed please God (Jer .
29:13 ).

We ac tually become what we
think about, de sire, muse upon :
" As he thinketh in his heart, so is
he" (Prov. 23 :7). So how about
it ? What domin at es our thinking
most of the t ime? God's Work ?
G od 's laws? Or the var ious secu­
lar, worldly ways we are prone to
follow to please our acquaintances
in th e world ?

Those who are truly converted
and growing graduall y find their
a t t it udes , interests and goal s
tran sformed (I I Cor. 4: 16). They
change from purposeless, conten­
tious peopl e into stable, optimis-

(Continued on page 21)
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HowtoMake
the Sabbath
a Delight

God's Sabbath should be a delight and
pleasure to God's people. You need

to understand how it can be so for you.

By Leroy Neff

ru hroughout history,
the vast majority of
people have not expe­

rienced the pleasure that
comes from keeping God's
Sabbath correctly.

Indeed , most people have not
realized that this law of God, or
any of God's other laws, exists,
let alone kept it!

And even among those who
kn ew of God 's Sabbath com­
mand, many rejected or ignored
it. O r they failed to keep it prop­
erly and reap its full benefits.

Even some in God's Church
today do not know how to prop­
erl y observe the Sabbath!

Do you really know what God
has instructed? If not - and if
you don 't follow God's instruc­
tions - you are missing out on
one of God's great blessings.

When w as the
Sabbath made?

This article is written in the
hope that you may learn more
about God's Fourth Command­
ment, so that you may rejoice ­
you and your family - in God's
Sabbath. Let 's start at the begin­
ning.
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God created the Sabbath for
man as a blessing, to fill a need
that all mankind has (Mark
2:27). God put that need in man
when He designed and made
man . Man needs, for physical
rejuvenation, periodic rest and
change from his normal physical
activities. He also needs time for
spiritual rejuvenation.

God made the Sabbath, but
when did He make it? He made it
when He made man: "And on the
seventh day God ended his work
which he had made; and he rested
on the seventh day from all his
work which he had made. And
God blessed the seventh day, and
sanctified it: because that in it he
had rested from all his work
which God created and made"
(Gen. 2:2-3).

From the time of creation until
the Exodus, about 2,500 years
later, we find no specific mention
of the Sabbath in the Bible .
Obviously, however, "righteous"
Abel (Heb. 11:4), Enoch (who
pleased God - ver se 5) , Noah (a
just man - Gen. 6:9) , Abraham
(the father of the faithful), Jacob,
Joseph and others kept God's
Sabbath. These people were righ­
teous in God 's sight, and righ­
teousness is keeping God's com-

mandments (Ps . 119 :172 ) .
After the Exodus from Egypt,

God found it necessary to test
Israel and see if they would obey
this specific command concerning
the Sabbath (Ex. 16) . Whether
Israel had lost the truth about the
Sabbath or whether they had
become confused about it during
the years in Egypt is unclear. In
any event, God made it clear at
this time which day the Sabbath
was , by a series of miracles . He
also made it clear as to how it
should be kept.

Now notice : Exodus 16 de­
scri bes events several weeks before
Israel's arrival at Mt. Sinai. When
some of the people did not follow
God's instruction about the Sab­
bath, God said, " H ow long refuse
ye to keep my commandments and
my laws ?" (verse 28). The Sab­
bath had been a command since
man's creation, whether or not
people knew about it personally all
of this time. For biblical proof,
write for our free reprint article,
"Were the Ten Commandments in
Force Before Mos es? "

These Israelites were camping
in the desert and possessed rudi­
mentary facilities to gather food
and fuel, to make fire or heat, to
cook, prepare and serve necessary
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food. God, through Moses,
instructed the Israelites to make
certain preparations on the sixth
day of the week, which corre­
sponds with our Friday today.

Preparations included gather­
ing a double amount of manna as
well as fuel for the Sabbath (or
Saturday). Also see Numbers
15:32-36. The Israelites were also
to do any heavy cooking, such as
baking and boiling, before the
Sabbath (Ex. 16:23). For more
information on which day of the
week God's Sabbath falls on,
request our free booklet, Which
Day Is the Christian Sabbath?

Some did not follow God's
instruction and went out to gather
food on the Sabbath (verse 27).
God again had to specificall y
instruct them, "Let no man go
out of his place on the seventh
day" (verse 29). Their "place"
did not include desert searches
for food on the Sabbath.

Today we do not normally live
under the same conditions that
the Israelites lived in then. But it
should be evident from these
examples that gathering fuel,
gathering food and heavy food
preparation should be done before
the Sabbath, not during it.

The Bible next mentions the
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Sabbath in Exodus 20,
where God personally
recited the Ten Com­
mandments to the
whole nation. The
Fourth Command,
which instructs about
the Sabbath, has the
longest text of any
command. We need to
notice several points as
we read this command:
"Remember the sab­
bath day, to keep it
holy . . . " (Ex . 20:8).

The Fourth Commandment
explained

God first said "Remember."
Some of the Israelites had shown
a few weeks earlier that they did
not remember. In order to
remember, you first must know,
and Israel had been told.

Today many people have read
this command but they do not
remember to do what the com­
mand specifies. It is the only
command people are told to "re­
member," and it is the one com­
mand of the 10 that most people
promptly forget or consider of
insufficient importance.

Even in the Church it is easy to
forget or to neglect taking the

Time fo r fa mily closeness ­
one of the many benefits of
properly keeping God's Sabbath.
Enjoying the beauty of God's
crea tion as husband and wife
and teaching children about God
and God's way are two ways to
make the Sabbath day special.

action necessary for obedience.
When sunset comes Friday eve­
ning we always ought to remem­
ber that this time, until the next
sunset, is God's Sabbath. It is the
very test commandment for God's
people, to show whether, even in
this, we will obey God.

Sabbath mean s rest

The next point we should see in ~
this passage is that this is the ~

Sabbath. The word sabbath is «
taken from the Hebrew and liter- ~

ally relates to a repose, interrnis- f
sion, cessation or rest. The Sab- ~
bath is a day of rest, but that does cJl

not mean it is a day of idleness . ~
. "God tells us things we should do ct
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on the Sabbath, as well as things
we should not do.

The command refers to the
Sabbath as a day - 24 hours
from even to even (sunset to sun­
set - Lev. 23 :32). God next sa id
th at we should "keep it holy."
This me ans th at it already is hol y.
Only God can make a th ing , a
person or time hol y. He made the
S abbath holy at the creation of
man , when He hallowed the day
(Ex. 20: 11).

"Six da ys shalt thou labour, and

do all th y work" (verse 9). God has
given us six of the seven da ys of the
week to do what ever we need or
desire to do. He does not specify
exactly how we should use these
other da ys, but He does specify
what we should and should not do
on the Sabbath. The Sabbath is not
the day to do the business of earn­
ing a living or to do our normal,
routine activit ies.

And, as verse 10 shows, no one
under the jurisdiction of a Chris­
tian (minor child, employee , even

animals ) should be required to
work on th e Sabbath.

The Sabbath covenant

God ex plains wh y the Sabbath
should be kept , and wh y it is holy
to Him in the next verse: " Fo r in
six days th e Lord made heaven
and ear th, th e sea, and all th at in
them is, and re sted the seventh
day: wherefore the Lord blessed
the sa bba t h day, and hallowed it "
(verse 11) .

The Sabbath was so important

By Marc Segall

God's Sabbath­
A Special Blessing

S ho u ld n' t we , God ' s s p iri t ua l
peopl e, be real ex perts on how to ce l­
ebra te the Sabbath day as C hrist,
Lord of th e Sabbath, inte nde d ? W e
are, after all, the peopl e specia lly dis­
t inguish ed by th e Sabba th - we are
se t apa rt by this unique sign (Ex.
31 :13-17 ) .

God give s us special instruc tio n in
Isaiah 58 :13 on how to keep th is day.
This verse tell s us not to tread our
feet on the S abbath d ay, which
means , figurativel y, th at we aren' t
supposed to keep th e Sabbath the
way we choose to, but the way God
says to. God says to call the Sabbath
day " a delight."

We know th at we sho uld not work
or do our business on thi s day - it is
a time of rest and drawing closer to
God. It is a holy con vocati on . W e are
not to see k our own ways or pleasures
on th is weekly Holy Day.

Ye t how, spec ifica lly , ca n we " de ­
light" in the Sabbath day? Her e are
some practical suggestions:

• Pr eparation . Prop e r Sabbat h
obse rva nce begin s befor e th e sun eve r
se ts Friday evening. W e sho uld begin
th inking earl y in th e week about how
we can make the Sabbath spec ial and
mem or able. How, for ins ta nce, can
we make the evening meal ex t ra spe­
cial and enjoyable - something to

reall y look for ward to? What will we
do during th at 24- ho ur per iod ?

D iscu ss th e co mi ng S abba th
among your fami ly - reall y "talk it
up " and bu ild excited ant icipat ion for
thi s unique day. If yo u do, God 's
Holy Day will not j us t happen , but
will be a day full of pu rpose - full of
ben efit for th e who le fam ily.

F rid ay is th e day to put the finish­
ing touch es on your Sabbath plans ­
to spru ce up th e hou se , to get th e
chores accom plished to last two days
and to prepare the Sabbath me als.
" To morrow is th e rest of the holy
sa bba t h unto the Lord : bake th at
which ye will bak e to day," says Exo­
dus 16:2 3.

The dinner meal sho uld be th e
fine st , most deliciou s meal of th e
ent ire week. Make yo ur p iece de
resistance dish an d plan a he althy,
tast y dessert as a spec ial treat.

W ith a little im agination, you ca n
add a tou ch of class to t his scru mp­
tiou s beg inning for t he Sabba t h. Pre­
par e a re lax ing se tti ng for th e meal.
The child re n ca n create a . colorful
centerpiece for th e tabl e usin g flow­
er s, leaves, pine cones or pap er cut­
outs. A lovel y tabl ecl oth, candles and
cloth napkins can se t a pleasing
mood . Think abo ut some insp iring,
tranquil mu sic your family can listen

to during or after the meal. All thi s
extra effort sounds like special pr ep a­
rati on s for company. But think of
wh at thi s effort will say to your fam­
ily, since th ey are the ones be ing hon­
ored .

A not he r spec ia l addi t ion to the
Sabba t h meal is to invi te a wido w,
widower or unmarried brother or sis­
ter in th e C hurc h to enj oy this occa­
sio n. Your gues ts will be able to
ex perience real fam ily un ity in th e
C hurc h and you will have adde d t he
eleme nt of pure rel igion to your S ab ­
bath day (Jas. 1:27) .

• Family activities . Follow your
leisurely Sabbath meal with a good
co nve rsa t ion. M aybe your talk ca n
ce nte r aro und the theme of th e Mi l­
lennium and G od 's Kingd om . Or
make a ga me out of tryin g to name all
th e co u n t ri es where members of
G od 's Church live, or all th e co un­
tr ies Pastor General Herbert W .
Arm stron g , Christ' s a pos tl e, has
visit ed to preach the G ospel.

You ca n make the Sabbath an
e njoyable learning experi en ce for
yo u r c h i ld r e n b y pl aying o t he r
ga mes, also, suc h as naming Bibl e
book s or c ha ra cters or Bibl e cha ­
rad es . Small e r c hi ld ren can pl ay
Bibl e alpha be t ga mes (e.g., thi nk of
Bibl e objects or lead er s beginn ing
with var ious letters) or draw pictures
recr eat ing vario us sce nes and sto ries
men tioned in Script ure .

The Sabba th doesn't have to be a
drag or a bor e for teenager s, either.
T een s can invo lve themsel ves in
activit ies ca refu lly tailor ed to focu s
th eir m ind s on God and th e Bible and
help th em keep th e spi ri t of the
Fourth Co mma nd ment. With publi­
cations like Yo uth 82, Th e Plain
Truth and Th e Good News ava ilable,
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to God that He made a separate
Sabbath covenant between Him­
self and Israel in addition to the
covenant concerning His overall
relationship with the nation (Ex.
19 :3-8). This special Sabbath
covenant is found in Exodus
31:13-17.

"Speak thou also unto the chil­
dren of Israel, saying, Verily my
sabbaths ye shall keep: for it is a
sign between me and you
throughout your generations; that
ye may know that I am the Lord

that doth sanctify you" (Ex.
31: 13) . This covenant points out
that the Sabbath is a sign to God,
showing Him who Hi s people are,
and to the people, that they may
know who God is. A person who
does not have this identifying sign
is not a servant of the great Cre­
ator God.

God here charges Israel "to
observe the sabbath throughout
their generations, for a perpetual
covenant" (verse 16).

As long as the people of Israel

exist and are having generations
(bearing children), this covenant
applies .

. After Israel entered the prom­
ised land, they seldom obeyed
God for long, as you can read in
the Old Testament's historical
books. The result? God sent the
northern 10 tribes of Israel and
later Judah into captivity. The
prime reason (but, of course, not
the only reason) they were sent
into captivity was because of
Sabbath breaking (see Ezekiel

teens can use the quiet time that the
Sabbath offers as a chance to get in
some lifesaving reading. Parents can
even take information from these
magazines and devise games like
Bible baseball, complete with re­
wards for the best answers .

• R est and ce lebra te together.
Extra re st and sleep are appropriate
on the S abbath. Many of us, in the
day-t o-day fulfillment of our jobs,
have to start earl y and work late. The
Sabbath pr ovides an opportunity for
re st and refreshment for everyone in
the family .

When you wake up , fill your mind
with thoughts of what a special day
this is. Remember who you are (I
Pet. 2:9- 10 ) and "be glad in the
Lord" (Ps. 32 : II). Be reminded of
your true identity in God's sight and
of wh at a magnificent future you
have to look forward to.

Play your most inspiring and uplift­
ing music during the day . It will lift
your attitude, soothe your nerves and
remind you of the purpose of the Sab­
bath. As the Sabbath breakfast is laid
out, listening to and sometimes singing
along with beautiful songs can set the
mood for a fine meal. To make the
morning meal special, too, try to have a
wide variety of easy-to-prepare yet
delicious entrees and juices.

Afterward, Dad and the ch ildren
ca n cle ar the table and put things
away so Mom can ha ve a little private
time to hersel f. It seems moms have
the most to do on the Sabbath, yet
they, too, need time to pray, study
and relax . Everyone else should make
sure Mom gets to rest on the Sab­
bath .

• E nding the Sabbath .
The Sabbath is a time
for meeting with
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other Christians to be instructed in
God's way of life and for fellowship
(Heb. 10:25). The box on page 12
offers information on how to make
the most of Sabbath services.

On the way home from services,
one might occasionally plan a special
stop, as long as the stop is not too far
out of the way (Acts I: 12) . A spec­
tacular natural setting like a botanical
garden or scenic park gives you and
your family an opportunity to see
God's creative genius (Rom . 1:20).
What a perfect place to consider, in a
limited way, how this entire earth
might be when the world enjoys its
sabbath, the Millennium.

As your eyes drink in beauty and
your ears absorb soothing sounds, the
week's pressures fade . As you walk
hand in hand or arm in arm with your
loved ones, the cares of this life tem­
porarily vanish. It is God's Sabbath
day, and nothing else really matters.

When you get home from services,
you can end the Sabbath in a special
way. Gather around the table and dis­
cuss this Sabbath in retrospect. As
the last light fades in the
western sky, you
all can feel inner
peace and the
strength with
which to face the
tasks of the com­
ing week. You have
not wasted the Sab­
bath day . You have
used it as the Lord of
thi s most impor-

tant day intended.
We must know how to make the

Sabbath day a delight, honorable and
holy. If we neglect to treat the Sab­
bath as the special blessing it is, then
how can we as parents make the Sab­
bath a wonderful and positive experi­
ence that our children will look for­
ward to each week ? God tells us in
Deuteronomy 6 :4-9 and 11 : 18-21
that we should bless our children
with a deep sense of appreciation for
the laws of God, that we should
help our children understand
that keeping those laws is a
rewarding experience.

If we do, then when our
children are older, they will
not depart from God 's
laws (Prov. 22:6) , but
will be in better
position to em­
brace God's way
of life when
God begins
working
with them. 0



20). The northern 10 tribes of
Israel, in captivity, actually forgot
who they were, because they
stopped keeping the Sabbath. The
Sabbath was the sign that identi­
fied who they were, as the Sab­
bath covenant had explained. The
10 tribes were thus "lost" in his­
tory! Our free booklet, The
United States and Britain in
Prophecy, explains where those
10 tribes are today.

Many people returned to Jeru­
salem, however, after Judah's
captivity, and most were very
strict concerning Sabbath obser­
vance. However, there were still a
few who rebelled. They did their
normal work and bought and sold
food on the Sabbath (Neh. 13: 15­
22). Nehemiah understood, as we
should today, that the routine
work of earning a living, buying
and selling and transporting

goods from place to place pro­
fanes the Sabbath.

Christ's instruction

By the time of Christ, the reli­
gious Jews had added a large
number of dos and don'ts to the
keeping of the Fourth Command­
ment. These additions were not
inspired by God and actually
went far beyond the spirit and

(Continued on page 29)

What About Church Services?
If you received a call from the White

House in Washington, D.C., asking you
to come and visit the President of the
United States, or a message from Buck­
ingham Palace in London, England ,
requesting your presence before the
Queen, wouldn't you be excited?

No doubt you would be. You would
immediately begin preparing. You would
devote great attention to your manners,
dress, what to talk about and a host of
other important details . You would go to
great lengths to ensure that you would do
properly everything you had to do ­
after all, you would be going before some
of the most important people on earth.

Should we as God's people give any
less attention to detail when we come
before the great, omnipotent God who
created and rules this universe? We are
literally coming into God's presence
when we attend Sabbath services .

Participating in church services is, for
true Christians, a major part of observing
the Sabbath . We appear at Sabbath ser­
vices, which are commanded assemblies
(Heb. 10:25), to be taught by God ,
through His ministers. The Sabbath day
is holy time and the services are holy due
to the presence of God (Ex . 3:5).

How we conduct ourselves in those
services matters a great deal to God and
determines, in large part, how much we
will delight in God's Sabbath.

Here are several areas to which we can
devote more attention in order to benefit
more from Sabbath services :

• Being prompt. We should arrive at
the meeting place at least a few minutes
early so we can get settled and be ready
when services begin . Coming in late
causes us to miss part of the services and
disrupts others in the audience, not to
mention insulting God . God is orderly
and wants us to be punctual. He has set
the example by fulfilling many carefully

12
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timed prophecies exactly when they were
supposed to be fulfilled . Matthew 24:22
tells us that if God does not intervene in
this world's affairs in the dark days
ahead, no humans will be left alive. What
if God allowed Himself to be late ?

• Singing. For most of us, the song
service is the only part of the church
service in which we participate verbally.
Singing is a major way we can worship
and praise God (Ps. 95: 1-2, 100:1-2), and
we should participate wholeheartedly,
collectively raising our voices in honor to
God . We should teach our children to
stand and participate as well. Also, we
should make sure we handle church hym­
nals carefully. The hymnals are, in fact ,
God's property. Children should not
write on, color or tear the pages.

• Dress. How we dress is important
when we come into God 's presence. In
one of Christ's parables, the king (Christ,
symbolically) expelled from the wedding
celebration someone who wasn't dressed
properly. Pastor General Herbert W.
Armstrong has always stressed that ,
when we appear at Sabbath services, we
should wear the finest we have. Church
services are not a fashion show, but we
dress in our best to honor God . If we
dress carelessly or are improperly
groomed, we are guilty of treating God
with contempt.

• Benefiting from services. God's chil­
dren are to dwell together in unity (Ps .
133:1). God is not the author of confu­
sion (I Cor. 14:33) . Consequently, at
God's services we should conduct our­
selves in an orderly manner.

We should listen attentively through­
out the services, realizing that God has
prepared a spiritual feast for each of us
(Isa. 55:1) . Unnecessary talking, pa~sing

notes and sleeping are not characteristics
of a good listener. Taking notes can
improve how we listen.

Our children should not do school­
work, read other books or play games. As
they grow older they can learn to follow
along in the Bible and take notes. Chil­
dren and teenagers can understand what
is being said if we teach them properly
(I Cor. 7:14, Deut. 6:7).

There should be as little walking
around the meeting hall as possible ­
walking around distracts the audience
and disrupts the speaker. If we need to
leave the room, we should go and return
as quietly as possible. It is proper to wait
for special music to be over before com­
ing back into the room. If a baby is mak­
ing noise, leave quickly and take care of
the problem. Mothers should not linger
and visit in the mothers' room.

When services are over, we should
police the area where we and our families
have been sitting, picking up any trash
we might have left. This sets a good
example for both those in and outside the
Church . Our children should not abuse
the facilities by tying up elevators, run­
ning up and down stairs and in lobbies or
going into restricted areas. The Church
has actually lost halls on occasion because
of the misconduct of our own people.
This casts a bad light on God 's Church.

And after services, we shouldn't just
rush out immediately. S ince it is the Sab­
bath , we normally would not have any
pressing responsibilities elsewhere .
Church services are the perfect opportu­
nity for fellowship with God's people as
well as being instructed in God's way
(Mal. 3:16). Is there somewhere else we
would rather be?

Each of us has an awesome responsibil­
ity at church services. We are in the
presence of God, so let 's remember our
Sabbath manners. 0
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How could the earth possi­
bly hold , during the Great
White Throne Judgment, all
the people who have ever
lived (Rev. 20:5, 11 -12)? The
earth is too crowded even
now.

This world in its present state
can hold few more people. Many
cities are pit iful ly crowded .
Farmers are desperately search­
ing for more tillable land. Thou­
sands starve to death dail y - an d
the world ' s population is only
about 4.5 billion .

How could this same earth
hold approximately 40 bill ion
more people - nearly 10 times
the nu mber of people living on
earth today?

The key is this : They will not
live in this world, this age, this
society . They will be resurrected
after a thousand years of re nova­
tion by God's government ( Rev.
20:4-5) . Let's examine some of
the physical changes this govern­
ment will effect:

"Every valley shall be exalted,
and every mountain and hill sha ll
be made low: and the crooked
shall be made st raight, and th e
rough places plain" (Isa. 40 :4) .

Much of the world is pock­
marked with gigantic mountain
ranges that are too high and for­
bidding to be of use. T hese moun­
ta ins will be miraculously lowe red
to a tillable altitude, and valleys
will be raised . There will be the
beauty of rolling hil1s and variety
in God's creation, but no more
useless areas such as the Himala­
yas , Antarctic ranges and the
higher Andes.

" T he desert shal1 rejoice, an d
blossom as the rose. It shal1 blos ­
som abundantly" (Isa. 35:1-2).
Only about 10 percent of the
earth 's land area is being used
today . Why? Mainly because des-
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er ts or polar ice box es monopolize
eac h m ajor co n t in e n t. " T he
parched gro un d sha l1 becom e a
pool, and th e thi rst y land springs
of water" (verse 7) . When God
restores the right climate, these
areas wil1 all begin to blossom
with a beauty unseen in this pr es­
ent world.

T hese cha nges wi ll take time,
bu t God and H is transformed
saints have 1,000 years to prepare
every square inch for these multi­
tu des.

Now the question is: Wi ll the
eart h's land hold al1 these people?
S im ple math emat ics, 50 m il1 ion
sq ua re m il es o f land s urface
d ivide d among 40 bil1ion people,
gives us a roo my 4- or 5-acr e plot
for each med iu m-sized family of
four to six member s.

T his is th e pe rfect size: large
enoug h to feed a family and allow
for plenty of elbowroom, but
small enough to d iscou rage large­
scale, greedy profi t far mi ng . T his
fit s in pe r fec t ly wit h God's
prophecy in M icah 4:4 : " But th ey
sha l1 sit every man under his vine
and under his fig t ree; and none
sha ll mak e th em afraid ."

God's Word stands wonderful­
ly true under any test.

Revelation 2:6 mentions the
Nicolaitans , whose deeds
Christ says He hates. Who
were the Nicolaitans?

T he word Nicolaita n mea ns "a
fol1ower of Nicolas." It co mes
from two G reek words, nikos and
laos. Nikos mean s "conqueror "
or " des t royer" and laos means
"people. " T he or igi nal N ico las
was the conqueror or destroyer of
the peo ple! T hat was Nimrod ­
the archre bel who co nquered the
people and founded man-made
civilization within two ce nturies
after the Flood.

W hile N im rod was alive he put
himself in the place of God . A nd
whe n he died , his admirer s co n­
t inued to worship him as a di vine
hero. They cal1ed him " Baa l," a
name meaning "mas ter " or
"lord" found throughout the O ld
T estamen t.

N imrod also had other names,
one of whic h was " S anta," com­
mo nly used th roughou t Asia

M inor. " S anta Claus" is bu t a
shor te ned form of "Santa Nicho­
las" or "Saint Nicholas ."

Thus, man y un knowingly hon­
or this Nicholas eve n in our day
by observ ing ancien t pagan cus­
toms associated with De cember
25th, the " Saturnal ia" or birth­
day of N imrod. Of course, these
customs have been renamed and
mad e to appear innocent.

Our bookl et entitled T he Plain
T ru th About Ch ristmas explains
this su bject in greater detail. It is
free up on request.

Would you explain the cele­
bration of Hanukkah or, as it
is sometimes called , the Festi­
val of Lights? James 1: 17
says God is the "Father of
lights. " Would this pertain to
Hanukkah?

James' reference to God as the
" Father of lights" has no connec­
tion wit h the observance of Ha­
nu kkah.

Hanukkah is observed in honor
of the red edi cat ion of the Temple
by Judas M accab aeu s in the sec­
ond century B.C. It is an eight­
day fes t ival in which candles are
lit , one on th e first evening, two
on the second and so on until '
eight are lit on the last evening,
symbolizing that the lig ht of faith
is certain to grow .

Jesus , a physical Jew, was pres­
ent at the Festival of Ded icat ion
(John 10:22) . We learn from
C hrist's exam ple th at it is not
wro ng to acknow ledge ce rtain
nat ion al holidays, as lon g as they
are not derived from paganism
and do not vio late G od 's law.
Thanksgiving, an American holi­
day, is an example.

Modern H anu kkah customs
are similar to C hristmas celebra­
tions, becau se many Jews, espe­
cia l1y in the Uni ted S tate s and
Canada, have ado pted Christmas
customs an d attached th em to t he
ce lebra tion of Hanukka h.

O ur free booklet , Pagan Holi­
days - Or God 's Holy Day s ­
Whi ch ?, ex pla ins in detail the
God-ordai ne d Holy Days that
picture God's awesome plan an d
that t rue C hristians are com­
manded to obse rve . W hy not
wri te for it? 0
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Some 30 years
ago I at­

tended a get-
together a t the
apartment of the
young woman who
was later to become
my wife. The party
was for faculty
members at the uni­
versity where she
and I taught.

Such get-togethers
provided for interest­
ing and stimulating
evenings, I remem­
ber, because of the
scintillating discus­
sions we would all get
into. Sometimes our
discussions turned
into rather heated de­
bates, since the
group represented
a wide diversity of
disciplines at the
university.

On this particu­
lar evening we were
discussing a pro­
spective faculty
member for the
biology depart­
ment. This man was
supposed to teach
microbiology.

"How can he
teach microbiolo­
gy? He doesn't even
believe in evolu­
tion!" asked one
woman, a teacher on
the music faculty.

"Why," I asked, "does one
have to believe the theory of
evolution as a prerequisite for
teaching microbiology? Evolu­
tion is no more than a theory,
you know - and a stupid theory
at that." I taught physics and
chemistry.

"Well, believing in evolution
is not a prerequisite," the lady
replied, "but how he can teach
microbiology and not believe in
evolution I can 't understand.
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And what do you mean, anyway,
about evolution being a stupid
theory?"

And there we were - off
again.

The point is this: It seems that,
in this world, those who are consid­
ered to be educated automatically
accept evolution as fact. It is con­
sidered ignorant or backwoodsy to
simply believe what God, in His
Word, says about how life came to
be on this earth .

I f you are a true
Christian, you accept
what God's Word says
about creation . Are
you embarrassed with
your own belief that
evolution is an errone­
ous - even ridiculous
- theory dreamed up
by men bent on exclud­
ing God from their
personal lives?

Mr. Armstrong's
study

Early in his study to
prove whether God
existed, Pastor General
Herbert W. Armstrong
realized that he would
have to, in addition to
studying the Bible, do
an in-depth study of
evolution.

What he found was
that the theory of evo­

lution was diamet­
rically opposed to
what the Bible
said. The two
could in no way be
harmonized (con­
trary to what some
today would like
to believe). Mr.
Armstrong made
no apology for
what he finally
proved.

Note that M r.
Armstrong did not
study the findings
of the popular
writers on evolu­
tion. He studied
the writings of the
acknowledged au­

thorities on the subject - those
who originated the idea.

If the trunk of the tree fell, ""
all the rest of the tree would fall ]
with it. '6

Mr. Armstrong found that ~
even these recognized authorities ~

on evolution often strongly criti- ~
cized the theory - in fact, they ~
themselves, in many cases, actual- ~

Iy refuted it. Yet they still t
accepted the theory! Educated? ~

Not really, Mr. Armstrong con- ~
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c1uded . Could we concl ude d iffer­
ent ly?

How evolution spreads its
message

W hen I was an und er graduate
st udent, I was requ ired to st udy
ph ysical geology as part of th e
ph ysics curriculum I was taking .
I found the subject both inter est­
ing and profitabl e. On th e ot he r
hand , historical geology was a
recommended e lective . I read
ove r th e text they were using for
h ist ori c al geo logy a n d w a s
amazed - it was complet e fict ion
bein g tau ght as science. I have
call ed this latter course " hys teri ­
cal geology" ever since.

Blending science and ficti on is
a most effec t ive method of pr o­
claiming the message of evo lu­
tion.

Evo lu t ion ca n be defined as a
natural hi st or y of the cosmos,
in cludin g o rgan ic be in gs , ex­
pressed in physica l terms as a
mechanical pr ocess. This pr ocess,
theoreti call y, ap plies to every ­
thi ng - th e ent ire uni verse. Evo­
lu tion teaches th at complex life
forms evo lved from sim pler life
forms , and ass umes that at some
point in histor y life ca me fro m
th e nonliving.

During th e past few decad es,
ex plos ive ne w "discoveries" in
as tro no my have ope ned vis tas in
whi ch th e inves t iga to rs ' cr eative
im aginations can run rampant. I
put "di scoveries" in qu otes
becau se the actua l di scoveries are
most often nothing more than
some insignifi cant specks of light
fo u nd o n as t ro no mers' ph oto­
g ra phs of space. The "spectacu­
lar , ex plosi ve d iscoveri es" a re
r eall y th eoretical evalua t io ns
mad e by th e as t rono me rs as they
a ttempt to ex p la in w hat t he
specks mean.

These d iscoveri es are presented
to th e public in aw eso me med ia
blitzes - books, magazin es, tele­
vision and movie producti ons ­
that mak e little attem pt to sepa­
rat e fac t from fictio n. A udiences
mesmeri zed by the pr oduct ions
are left to ass ume th at wha t th ey
have been presented with is fact.
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A nd so evolution is most effec­
tively taugh t.

How to know the truth

W e kn ow th at th e ear th was
originally creat ed long before the
eve nts of th e week record ed in
G en esis I and 2.

Mr. Arms t rong recognized long
ago th at th e Bibl e account shows
th at th e ea rth cam e to th e state of
chaos depicted in G en esis 1:2 ­
th at God did not create it th at way.
That state of chaos resulted from
the rebellion of Lu ci fer and one
third of the ange ls, who bec ame
Sat an and his dem ons ( Isa , 14: 12­
14, Ez ek. 28:12-15, Jude 6) . How
lon g that state of chaos ex iste d
befor e G od perfor med th e recrea­
tion de scribed in Genes is, no one
knows.

G enesis 1:2 tells us th e ent ire
ea rth was cove red wit h wate r jus t
befor e the recr eati on about 6,000
years ago. During th e recr eati on
week G od se parated th e land
masses fro m th e water, reveal ing
th e mou ntain s an d cont ine nts th at
ex iste d un til th e days of Noah, at
least.

But what about th e "scientific"
studies " prov ing" tha t g reat geo­
logic ages took place and last ed
for billi on s of years be fore wh at
has happened in j ust th e past
6,000 years?

In every in st an ce scie n t is ts
ass ume these long pe riods of time
becau se they extrap olate from life
forms now existing back to som e
sim ple, primitive form th at th ey
ass ume exi sted . What was that
pri stine form ? N o one knows.
But scient ists beli eve it wo uld
have taken mul tiple billion s of
years for th at or ig inal form to
develop into th e d iver se life forms
we see tod ay in the world around
us.

The sc ient ists t ry to arrange
th e fac ts to fit th eir theor ies (a nd
end up in co nfus ion ') rather than
reasoning fro m th e facts.

The apo log is ts as k w hether
G od would deceive us. Of co urse
H e wo u ld n' t ! But how wo u ld
somethi ng that had never ex iste d
before appea r wh en firs t create d?
Did G od make th e firs t trees with

grow th rings? M ost likely. Why?
Becau se God planned how trees
shou ld grow a nd look in the
futu re, so H e would have created
mature t rees in th at form.

Which came first, the chicke n
or th e egg ? Such quest ions are
famili ar. But only those who
bel ieve in evo lu t ion would have
difficulty answe ri ng them. How
th e egg evo lved is one of the big ,
un an swered questi on s of evolu­
t ion . C rea t ing mature for m s,
whe ther the create d form is living
or not , is ce rtainly not deceptive
on God's part.

What does a fossil tell you ?
Only th at that particular form of
life lived somet ime in the past.
The fossil does not reveal just
how lon g ago it lived.

One can do no better th an to
quot e M r. A r mst ro ng on this
point: " T he n suc h kn owledge as :
H O W th e ear th came; W HEN it
came - how old it is; ho w old is
human life upon it - th e myst er y
of origins . T hese qu est ions abso rb
the ti me, th ought, research and
thinkin g of sc ie nt is ts , philoso­
phers, hist ori an s - ye t they can
com e up only with GUESSES, T H E­

O R IES, H YP OTH ES ES - but NO

PRO O F - the definite KN OWL­

EDG E th ey could know O N L Y by
revelati on " (The Missing Dimen­
sion in Sex. third ed it ion, 1981 ,
page 22 ).

But won't I appear
uneducated?

That all so unds backwoodsy
and un educat ed , don 't you think?
It j us t doesn 't seem logical , some­
how.

Yet G od even ex pla ins this
problem : The carnal, natural
m ind can not und erstand the
things of God. G od must reveal
them to us throu gh His Spir it
(I Cor. 2:9- 12).

One of cosmo logy 's mod ern
con cepts is th at of the Big Ban g
Theory. Accord ing to this th eory,
all of th e matter in the uni verse
was init ia lly compacted into a
supe rato m that was billions of
tim es smalle r than an electron ­
man y times smalle r th an any thing

(Co ntinued on page 21)
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Could you be fooling
yourself about your
faith ?

Physically tired and spiritual­
ly exhausted, another minister
and I sat in a coffee shop, sip­
ping pensively on cups of Sanka
and rehearsing the last two
hours. We couldn't believe what
had just almost happened .

We , two ministers of the
Worldwide Church of God, had
just visited a severely depressed
woman and her husband (both
"members" ) , and had come with­
in an inch of being ph ysically
thrown out of the house!

Why? S imply because we saw
that the woman probably lacked
the faith necessary to be healed of
a serious tumor she had growing
in her bod y, and we had , in love
and tact, told her so.

The reaction we received gave
us quite a jolt. She became
furious! To think that we would
"accuse" her - her - of lacking
faith. She, after all, was a "lead­
ing member" and a con stant serv­
er in the church. She said hello to
the ministry each week , and she
helped the elderly people, and,
and .. . well , how could we
accuse her of such a th ing?

How could we ? It was simple.
She lacked faith. And we felt an
obligation to, in love, tell her so
she wouldn't continue to labor
under the false notion that she
had faith when she did not.

This woman's problem of mis­
judging the amount of her own
faith is not unique. Many peopl e
- perhaps all of us , at some time
- have mistaken our natural ,
human desires, fears or emotions
for faith . The woman I described
above was deceiving herself by
confusing her human , carn al
longing for health as faith. Yes,
she may have known what faith is
- in other words, she may have
been able to rec ite the Bible defi­
nition (Heb. 11:1) - but she
didn 't know what faith is not.

Do you ?
Your need to di scern your own

faith is important, because the

By Bernie Schnippert

Many people miss out
on the blessings of faith

simply because they think
they have faith when

they really don't,
What about you?

CanYou
Recognize
Counterfeit



stakes are high indeed. For, the
promises God makes to us to heal
us or to answer our prayers or to
put us into His Kingdom all
depend upon faith .

But take notice: God will save
us , heal us or answer our prayers
according to the real faith we
have, not according to the faith
we think we have, or wish we had,
or want others to think we have,
or that we should have. God is not
fooled by our human substitutes
for faith.

But are you?

False substitutes for faith

Sadly, some people, even in
God's Church, are fooled by emo­
tions, fears or wishes that disguise
themselves as faith . And this is
true even for people who may
have been in God's Church for
years. That is why many people
lack faith today. They think they
have it when they do not.

But the real tragedy occurs
when these people meet trials that
demand real faith , and instead of
real faith they find only a poor
substitute. The substitute quickly
crumbles under pressure and they
are left with nothing. Such a per­
son who finds his false faith
crumbling beneath him quickly
learns about his lack of faith the
hard way - by experience.

But there is a better way to
learn . That way is to recognize
how deceitful our human nature
is and to identify the false substi­
tutes for faith before they take
root and block the growth of real,
godly faith.

Here are some of the most
common human substitutes and
counterfeits for faith:

• Wishing. Wishing is simply
wanting something to happen . All
of us at one time or another wish
for something. We wish for a new
house or a new car, or we even
wish to be healed. And wishing
may not necessarily be wrong as
long as our wishing doesn 't
degenerate into daydreaming or
coveting. But it's most important
that we do not confuse wishing
for faith. Wishing is wishing, and
faith is faith.
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• Hope. Hope is an optimistic
expectation that you will get the
results you want. Hope is a neces­
sary element of the human expe­
rience (Prov. 13:12). And I Co­
rinthians 13:13 shows that hope is
a positive Christian quality. But
that does not mean it is faith.

An example of a situation that
most of us have experienced at
one time or another will serve to
illustrate the difference between
faith and hope. Most people at
some time must approach their
bosses and ask for time off from
their jobs. If the person has an
optimistic expectation that the
boss will grant his wish, then that
person has hope.

But faith is more than just an
optimistic expectation - faith is
believing that God will do what
He says, in His Word, He will do.
For instance, God has not said
that He will not allow you to lose
your job, although He has said
that He will never allow the righ­
teous to starve (Ps. 37 :25).

The point is that faith and hope
are different. We must be careful
not to confuse the two.

• A positive attitude. This is
the ability to look at the facts and
concentrate on a possible positive
outcome. A good illustration is a
gambler. Everyone knows that
the house always wins in the end,
but a gambler is able to look at
the odds, which are drastically
against him, and somehow believe
that with the next pull of the slot
machine handle or roll of the dice
he will be a big winner.

It certainly requires a positive
attitude to concentrate only on
the narrow potential for winning
and ignore the overwhelming
odds for losing. And it is true that
having a positive attitude is a
good quality - a characteristic
we should all strive to obtain. We
are, after all , to concentrate on
good, happy positive things (Phil.
4:8). But a positive attitude is not
faith and should not be confused
with faith.

• Emotional enth us iasm . A
temporary surge of emotional
enthusiasm is just that. A person
who has thousands of dollars in

the stock market on a day when
his stock skyrockets may feel a
flush of warmth and the prospect
of potential wealth . Such an expe­
rience would give a person an
emotional high . Certainly the
children of Israel must have felt
that way when they came out of
the land of Egypt with a " high
hand" (Ex. 14:8).

But the enthusiasm that comes
from winning on the stock market
or leaving the captivity of ancient
Egypt - or from hearing a
powerful prayer for healing - is
not faith .

• Fear ofpunishment. It 's amaz­
ing how some people can be moti­
vated into doing something be­
cause they fear the punishment of
disobeying. Ancient Israel, after
refusing to enter the promised
land, had a dramatic change of
heart and wanted to charge in after
being told they would be punished
for not doing so (Num. 14:40).

It would be easy for some to
assume that the Israelites had,
overnight, developed a great
surge of real faith, so that they
now were ready to put aside their
fears of giants or war and ,
instead, stalk into the land with
renewed bravery. But the fact is
that they did not develop faith
overnight. Instead, they devel­
oped a fear of the punishment
that would come upon them
(wandering 40 years in the wil­
derness) if they didn't do what
they were told.

Unfortunately, some people
obey God only out of fear of pun­
ishment. Fear of punishment cer­
tainly should not be confused
with faith . It may be a motivation
in obeying God, but if we lack
faith we should obey anyway and
ask God for the faith.

• Fear of a worse alternative.
Some people put off operations or
decide not to seek a doctor's help
not because they have deep faith
in God for healing, but because
they are afraid of the surgery or
afraid of the doctors.

This was the real reason why
the woman I spoke of at the
beginning of this article did not
want to see a physician. She,



clearly, did not have the faith .
But she was also fearful of the
alternative to trusting on God ­
a surgeon's knife. I could not
blame her for having the fear, but
can find fault with her for confus­
ing the fear with faith. Such a
mistake can be deadly.

• Peer pressure. Suppose a per­
son came into God's Church and
had to ask his employer for time
off to keep God's Sabbath, even
though the person did not have
the faith to trust in God if he
were to lose his job. If the
employer threatened to fire him,
the person might capitulate and
work on the Sabbath anyway.

Why would such a person not
stand up to his boss and take off
the Sabbath after he had asked for
it? There could be many reasons,
of course, but one reason is that,
often, such a person does not have
the faith to trust God in the first
place. His real motivation for ask­
ing for the Sabbath off was fear of
what other people in the Church
would think if he didn't keep the
day. But unfortunately, not even
peer pressure, in the long run, can
make a person obey if he doesn't
have the faith to back it up.

• Guilt. A person's conscience
can be a powerful motivator
toward obedience. Someone may
tithe, for example, not because he
has real faith or not even because
he might fear God's punishment,
but because he would feel guilty
if he didn't. The person is not
motivated by faith but by guilt.

Of course, tithing because of
guilt may be better than not tith­
ing at all - we truly understand
God's way only after we begin
following it (Ps. 111 :10) - but
the tither should not confuse and
misdiagnose his guilt as faith .
God is not deceived, although the
person might be. No wonder
some are not blessed for tithing.

• Intimidation. Have you ever
bought something, not because
you wanted it or needed it, but
because the salesman was slick
and aggressive and talked you
into it ? Sure you have. We all
have. Many a used-car salesman
has sold many a used car to many
a person solely by intimidating
him into the purchase. And a
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minister who gives a powerful
sermon might unintentionally
intimidate you into obeying God
In some area.

Of course, obeying God is
good . But someone who is obey­
ing solely because he is intimi­
dated is not obeying out of faith.

• Resignation or hopelessness.
Most of God's ministers, at one
time or another, meet a person
who, on his deathbed after having
tried all of the doctors' methods
and approaches, comes to us and
asks to be anointed for healing
(Jas. 5:14). Sometimes, of course,
the person has real faith and will
be healed (Luke 8:43-48) . Other
times, the person comes for
anointing or for advice simply
because there are no other alter­
natives left. Out of sheer hope­
lessness or resignation , a person
may seek God's help.

Of course, we should take all of
our trials to God. Trials are a tool
God Himself uses to draw men to
Him. But one who seeks God or
"prays about it" simply because
there is nothing else to do is not
exercising faith. He is simply
exercising good old carnal logic
and doing what any soldier in a
foxhole, under the thunder of
blasting shells, would do.

• Self-righteousness. Believe it
or not, people sometimes obey
God, pray for healing or other
needs or even endure trials not
because they have the real faith
that God is looking for, but sim­
ply because they have told other
people in similar situations that
they wouldn't do whatever the
other "weak" people had done
instead of seeking God.

One may put on a show of righ­
teousness by toughing it out. But
such a show of righteousness
occasioned merely by self-righ­
teousness is unrighteousness in
God's eyes (lsa. 64 :6) .

• Stubbornness. From time to
time a person will be confronted
by a great trial and will see it
through to the end in grand style,
keeping a stiff upper lip . We may
assume the motivating factor
behind his great steadfastness is a
deep and abiding faith in God. It
may be. But it also might be plain
old human stubbornness.

Stubbornness can be a good
quality at times. It may help a
person or group of people hold on
and endure in times of stress or
trial. But it won 't get you into
God's Kingdom, because it's not
faith. In fact, stubbornness can be
as much of a liability as it may be
an asset. If you don't believe that,
read the story of ancient Israel
and their legacy of being stiff­
necked (Deut. 9:6)

What faith is

An article on what faith is not
would not be complete without a
simple definition of faith. Faith is
easy to define: The Bible tells us.
Faith is simply the belief that
God exists and that He will do
what He, in His Word, says He
will (Heb. II :6) .

Read that again. Faith is not
merely wishing, nor hoping, nor a
positive mental attitude, nor a
temporary surge of emotional
enthusiasm, nor fear of punish­
ment, nor fear of a worse alterna­
tive, nor peer pressure, guilt,
intimidation, resignation, self­
righteousness, nor stubbornness.
But it is confidently knowing that
God will do what He says He will
do, when He says He'll do it.

This faith - real, saving faith
- comes onl y from God. It is a
gift only He can give, and it in no
way comes, in any part or frag­
ment , from our own human
nature or attitudes, such as the
false "faiths" listed above do
(Eph. 2:8).

True faith is a gift God wants
to give you. He will give it to you
when you ask. But you will not
ask until you see that you don't
have it and that you may have
been fooling yourself with worth­
less counterfeits. For an in-depth
study of the kind of faith required
for salvation, write for a free copy
of our booklet , What Is Faith?

And, finally, realize this: All of
the false "faiths" have two deadly
things in common: First , none of
them fool God. And second, all of
them can fool us humans unless
we ask God to show us our human
self-deceptions .

Don't you be fooled - know
what faith is, and what it is
not! 0
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lOu Were Born to Rule!
Prep ared by Richard H. Sedliacik

•

•

The Good News, in conjunction with the
Correspondence Course Department , p re­
sents brief excursions into the study of the
Bible, delving into topics relevant to the
development of future members of the God
Family. Bible study is one means by which
Christians are renewed daily (II Cor. 4: 16),
so let's refresh ourselves with more of the
precious truths of God's Word !

Instructions: The fo rmat of these mini­
stud ies is simila r to that of the Ambassador
College Bible Correspondence Course. Look
up and read in your Bible the scripture refer­
ences given in answer to the questions.
Comments following the questions elaborate
on the scriptures just read . That 's all there
is to it! (These studies are based on the
King James Version of the Bib le , unless
otherwise stated.)

Why were you born? What is the purpose
for human life? Why are we here? Where are
we going, and what will we do when we get
there?

The Bible reveals that you were born for a
tremendous purpose. But few really grasp
the magnitude of the awesome future God
offers mankind.

Believe it or not , you were born to rule!
Just as surely as Prince Charles of

Eng land was born into Brita in 's roya l family
to be a king , you are destined, when " b orn
again" into the universe-ruling Family of
God, to re ign as an even greater and eternal
k ing . Incredib le as it may sound, your Bible
reveals that you were born to ultimately help
rule the universe.

To fully understand God 's incredible pur­
pose for humankind , we need to go back to
the first chapter of Genesis.

1 . What do the very first words of the
Bible tell us about God? Gen. 1: 1.

The orig inal Hebrew word translated God
in verse 1 is Elohim. Elohim is a uniplural or
collect ive noun, like the words church, fami­
ly and kingdom.

In other words , the term Elohim stands for
a group composed of two or more ind ivid u­
als. Elohim in Genesis 1: 1 means the God
Kingdom or Family.

2. But who are the individuals presently
composing Elohim? John 1: 1-2. Was it the
" W ord " who created all things? Verse 3.
What did the Word later become? Verse 14 .
Who, then, is the Word? Eph . 3:9. And who
is the other divine member of the God Fam­
ily? I Cor. 8 :6.

John 1: 1 and Genesis 1: 1 take us back to
the same time in prehistory - to the original
creation of the universe. Both verses reveal
that the two supreme beings composing the
God Family created all things.

The Greek word translated into English as
Word in John 1: 1 is Logos. It means
" spok esman" or "one who speaks." It was
actually the Logos - the Spokesman, the
Word of the God Family - who " spake, and
it [the creation] was done" by the power of
the Spirit of God (Ps. 33:6-9 , 104:30). And
so everything was created and made by the
divine being who later became the human
Jesus Christ.

Nearly 2,000 years ago this same divine
personage was begotten in the virgin Mary's
womb by God who, through th is miraculous
begettal, became His Father. Yet at that
prehistoric time of John 1: 1 the Word was
not yet the Son of God. He was " made "
God's Son later, through being begotten or
sired by God and born of Mary as a human
being .

3. Is the God Family eternal, or ever liv­
ing? Ps. 90:2, 102:25-27.

Both members o f the Godhead have
always existed, though our f inite human
minds can 't quite understand how. Neither
can we quite understand what electricity is ,
yet we know electric ity exists.

But what does all of this have to do with
your being born to rule?

Everything! For God is even now in the
process of expanding His universe-rul ing
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Family. And you can become a member of
that eternal , spirit-composed Family.

4. After whose "image" and " lik ene s s "
was man created? Gen . 1:26-27 .

In God 's pattern for all life , kind repro­
duces like kind. And just as each created
form of plant or an imal life reproduces after
it s own kind , so humans reproduce humans.
But unl ike any of the animals God created,
man was created in God 's own " ima ge" and
"likeness." God made man like Himself ­
same form and shape. And He is now in the
process of creating man after His own
kind .

Notice again what God said in Genesis
1:26: " L et us make man in our image." The
original Hebrew here indicates far more than
merely the outward form and shape of God.
" Image" also refers to mind and character.
God int ended for man , to whom He gave the
gift of a thinking, reasoning mind , to develop
the very mind and character of God.

The attributes of human mind and charac­
ter truly make man God's unique physical
creation . God has shared some of His own
qualities with human beings and expects us
to develop the " image" of God's .pe rtec t
mind and holy character.

Simply stated , God is reproducing Him­
sel f. All human beings, past , present and
future , have the awesome potential to
become God's literal children - members
of God 's own divine Family .

5 . Is God still in the process of forming
and molding man as a potter works with
clay? Is a . 64:8. Did Job realize God was
forming a special creation in his life? Job
14:14-15.

Notice the latter part o f verse 15 : "Thou
wilt have a desire to the work of thine
hands ." The "work" was Job . Job knew he
was a piece of divine workmanship in the
hands of the Master Potter.

6. Are the Spirit-begqtten children of God
clearly being fashioned by God for a specific
purpose? Eph. 2: 10.

"We" in New Testament language usually
refers to God 's Spirit -begotten children , as
Paul intended in verse 10. God 's begotten
sons are His " w ork ma ns hip." They are
be ing "created in Christ Jesus unto good
works ."

God , through the power of the Holy Spirit
He has put into His children (after their
repentance and baptism) , is forming in His

people His perfect spiritual character. With
their obedient cooperation , He is creating in
them His own character-image. He is creat­
ing them to be the supreme masterpiece of
all His works of creation - individuals who
will ultimately be capable of exercising the
awesome powers of the God Family.

And so man, the material creat ion , is on ly
the first phase of this creative process. The
clay model has to be fashioned by experi­
ence, and with the aid of God's Holy Spirit ,
into the finished spiritual masterpiece pos­
sessing the very character of God .

An analogy of this process would be a
caterpillar going through a metamorphosis
and emerging as a beautiful butte rfly.
Humans must undergo a spiritual metamor­
phosis or change into perfect , spiritual mem­
bers of the d ivine Family of God .

7. Does God plainly show that it is His
purpose to expand His divine Family by
bringing many sons into it? Heb. 2 :9-10, Rev.
21:7 . Isn 't Jesus Christ actually the first of
many sons of God? Rom . 8:29, Col. 1: 18.

To be conformed to the image of Christ
means to become like Him - to be glorified
as He is glorified - to be part of the divine
Family of God as much as Christ now is .

8. But what must happen to flesh -and­
blood human beings before they can enter
God's Family? I Cor. 15 :49-53, John 3:3-8.

Jesus said we must be " bo rn aga in " ­
changed into sp irit. Yes , born again - this
time born of the Spirit of God as divine Sons
in the Family of God!

Next month we'll study more about this
incredibly wonderful truth. And we'll see
what life as powerful spirit beings will be
like, liv ing and working w ith Jesus Christ and
other born-again members of God 's uni ­
verse-ruling Family .

(This subject to be continued.)

EN RO LL IN FR EE
BIBLE COU RSE
T he short study you've
ju st completed is a sa mple
of t he study met hod used
in each month ly lesson
of t he newly ex pa nde d
Ambassador Co llege Bible
Co rresponde nce Course.
You ca n enro ll in this free
co urse by wr itin g to the
Goo d News office nea rest
you. See inside front cove r
for add resses .

•

•
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Christianity
"--------

(Co ntinued from page 7)

ti c " ambassad ors for Chri st"
(I I Cor. 5:20 ).

C hrist's next statement de vas­
tat es th e so-called Christ ianity of
our godless soc iety : " Blessed are
the peacemakers," Jesu s pr om­
ised , " for they shall be called th e
child re n of G od " (Matt. 5:9) .

This world's Christianity
indicted

C hrist here exposes society for
wh at it is: S at an 's organized sys­
tem of ge t ap p rop r ia t ing the
nam e of Jesu s Christ (II C or.
I I :14)! How else explain the war s
and hostilities, the fiendi sh blood­
baths , of 'the so-called Ch ristian
countr ies? How could real Chris­
tian s s hame less ly endorse th e
countless conflicts in which pr o­
fessing Christian s of this world
have been involved ?

Could such hatred possibly be
traced back to the Teach er wh o
sa id : " Resist not evil : but whoso­
eve r shall smite thee on th y right
cheek, turn to him th e other
a lso .. .. And whosoever shall
compel th ee to go a mil e, go with
him twain " (Matt. 5:39-4 1)?

Jesu s portrayed here th e inof­
fen s ive, willing at t i t ud e, the
lengths to which true Christians
sh ould go to avoid and sett le
strife (verse 24). A contentious
Christi an is actually a contradic­
ti on in terms . Christ trained
am bass adors of light , men of
goodwill (I Thess . 5:5). Yet they
have met bitter opposition, just as
H e sa id they would .

Why is th at ? Why are true
C hrist ians persecuted ? Jesu s ex­
plained : " I have given th em th y
word; and the world hath hat ed
th em, becau se they are not of th e
world, eve n as I am not of th e
wo r ld" ( Jo h n 17:14). J am es
warn ed, " W hosoever th erefore
will be a fri end of the world is th e
ene my of God " (J as. 4:4 ).

Li sten : Those wh o literall y
obey Christ 's simples t precepts
co uld end up splitting their fami­
lies right down the middle (Matt.
10:35-36). When we reject this
world ' s cu stoms and habits, it
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start les and disturbs our former
friends, rel atives and asso ciates
(I Pet. 4:3-4). Perse cution is
inevit able.

N o wonder C hrist concluded
the beat itudes wit h the right
mental or ientat io n His pe ople
would need as th ey strug gle to
disengage from Sat an 's sys te m :

"Blessed ar e th ey whi ch are
persecuted for ri ghteousness '
sa ke: for thei rs is t he kin gd om of
heaven " (Matt. 5:10 ) .

Jesu s did not pr aise those who
invite persecution , as some enjoy
doing. Rather, Jesu s promised
tribulation to even th e most inof­
fensive person who quietly
attempts to live by the Sermon on
the Mount. Shocking ? Obey
C hrist, and you 'll en counter per­
secut ion (II Tim . 3:12) . Jesus
Christ's s im plest teachings are
spir itual blockbusters far too rev­
olutionary for th ose wh o join
denominations like soc ial clubs to
improve th eir civic sta tus .

For example, J esu s co unseled
Hi s followers to trust Him for
deliverance or, sometimes, to flee
the sce ne altoge t he r ( Heb. 13:6,
M att. 10:23 ) and not to retali ate.
Y et thi s is considered nai ve,
impractical. Meanwhile th e sins
th at d rove C ain to murder A bel
proliferate until today thi s planet
could incinerate in a 25-minute
nuclear holocau st.

The best w ay

Whose way is best, after all?
Surely we see by now that con­
ventional Christianity is onl y one
more brand of this world 's myriad
religions , and not the Church
C hrist founded!

Yet to those few who accept
r eal Christi anit y , th os e wh o
quietly begin th e inn er stru ggle,
th e spir itual battle, th e cruc ifix­
ion o f self, Christ prom ises,
"Great is your re ward in heaven "
( Matt. 5:12).

Yes, reserved in heaven , to be
bestowed at C hrist's return, is a
lit er al crown, a cha lle nging ass ign­
ment in the government of God for
those who, while reviled, falsely
ac cused , savage ly s mea red by
Sat an's world , win by practicing
real Christianity (I I Tim. 4:8) .

Are you one of them ? 0

Science!
(Co ntinued from page 15)

any m icroscop e co u ld hop e to
reveal.

You are holding a magazine in
your hands. The matter th is maga­
zine is mad e up of would have been
compact ed into th at supe ratom.
A re you sitt ing in a chair? It also
would have been part of th at atom.
Are you in a building? The build­
ing was in th e supera tom. You
mu st be livin g in or near some vil­
lage or city. It , too, was compacted
into th at super atom. Your state or
country was also in that initial
atom. The continents, the oceans
- the entire ear th - were in that
super atom . The moon , the sun, all
the sta rs in all the galaxies - every
last bit of matter now in th e uni ­
verse was compacted into th at
supe ra to m.

And th at supe ra to m was bil­
lion s of times sma ller th an an
electron !

Remember , now, thi s is a
sc ient ific theor y.

It 's sc ient ific becau se it was
developed using Einstein's Gener ­
al Theor y of Relati vit y. It 's sc ien­
tific because it relies on the th eo­
ry of evolution . It 's scientific
becau se it rejects the possibility
that any thing exists beyond the
ph ysic al - namely, God! (Read
I Corinthians 2:9-12 again.)

Now tell me th at believing thi s
scientific theory, like all of evolu­
tion 's elements, doesn't take faith .
Think: Does that really sound
m ore educated than "In the
beginning G od .. . " (Gen. I : I) ?

A well-known physicist wh o
de veloped a theory about the ori­
gin of our so lar system published
his find ings seve ra l years ago in a
popular scien t ific journal. He
concluded his ar t icle with this
sente nce: " Because in the begin­
nin g was th e plasm a."

"In th e beginning was the plas­
ma," eh ?

I think, and I hope you think
(without being asha med of it ) ,
th at the Bibl e acco unt is much
better in a ll respects . G od 's
revealed truth is the authority for
the truly ed ucated: "In the begin­
ning G od .. . " 0
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By Ellis LaRavia

A CHILD IN NEEDwring--,----------=-------------:-_-
Jane, 13, is an extremely quiet ­

child. A loner with few friends,
she is not particularly concerned
about her personal appearance.
U nhappiness, frustration and dis­
couragement nag her waking
hours. Academic tests show she is
bright, yet she is struggling in
school.

Jane's brother John, 10, is con­
fident , outgoing, lovable and
affectionate. He, too, is bright,
and excels in both classwork and
athletics.

Jane and John belong to the
same middle-class family. They
live in a nice house in a friendl y
neighborhood . Each has a private,
att ract ive ly furnished bedroom
and a closet fu ll of fairly new
clothing.

Their parents both work and are
considered average people in the
midwestern United States. They
have achieved moderate profes­
sional and financial success. They
see themselves as concerned par­
ents with a problem daughter.
They don 't understand why their
daughter is st ruggling in school ­
why she always seems moody and
unhappy. Is she sick? Is something
genetically wrong with her? How
do we solve the problem with her?
they ask themselves.

Well , Jane's problem is not
genetic, nor is it purely ph ysical.
But what is wrong with the Jane
of this im aginary family is occur­
ring all too frequently in society
today.

Most parents mean well , but
they may be so involved with
other con siderations - earning a
living, personal pursuits, their
own problems - that they over­
look the simple, basic needs of
their children . Paramount to a
child 's proper development is the
en vironment in which he or she
grows up. And the right environ­
ment involves much more than
relative ph ysical prosperity.

An inadequate environment

Some 3,500 years ago another
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fami ly - this one real - experi­
enced similar problems. T he par­
ents had simila r back grou nd s and
seemed ideally suited to one
another.

The husband, Isaac, was the
son of Abraham and Sarah. God
promised Isaac to Abraham an d
Sarah after they were past the
childbearing age. A special wife,
Rebekah, had been se lected for
Isaac. Reb ekah was of the off­
spri ng of A braham's b ro t he r
Nahor.

Isaac and Rebekah did not pro­
duce children for several years.
Isaac prayed to God that he an d
Rebekah might have children. In
due time, twin sons were born to
the happy couple.

One son , Esau, was what some
today would call a "macho man,"
aggressive, rugged, an outdoors­
man and a hunter. He was the
apple of Isaac's eye. R eb ekah,
however, loved Jacob, who was
more quiet, perhaps gentler, a
stay-close-to-home t ype (Gen .
25 :27-28) .

Several problems for the chil­
dren arose out of this parental
conflict. As Jacob and Esau
began to mature, the boys became
competitive. The parents were
not, as a team, mutually loving
their sons and provi d ing for the
individual needs of each.

Neither d id Jacob and Esau
have respect and regard for one
another. At an opportune time,
Jacob bargained for his brother's
birthright (Esau was firstborn),
pu rchasing it for a mere serving
of lentils. Instead of showing con­
cern for Esau's welfare, Jacob
used his brother's d iscomfor t to
"get" for himself. The posses­
sio ns to be inherited from Isaac
were great. True, Esau had insuf­
ficient regard for his birthright,
but Jacob didn't have respect for
his brother, either.

When Isaac grew old and was
about to die, he called Esau to kill
some venison, his favorite food ,
and prepare it for him. Isaac

intended to bless Esau afterward
(Gen. 27 :1- 4) .

Rebekah overheard the co nver­
sation and, showing apparently
little or no concern for her older
son Esau, devised a plan to allow
Jacob to receive the blessing
instead . She prepared two goats
for Isaac and placed their skins
upon Jacob's neck and hands to
make him appear as Esau.

The deception worked perfect­
ly. Isaac's sight was so poor that
he accepted J acob as Esau an d
gave him the blessing instead.

Esau, as we might expect, was
furious . Not only was his birth­
right gone, but now he had lost
also his blessing (Gen. 27 :35-36).
The enraged Esau sought to kill
Jacob as soon as Isaac died
(verses 41-42) . Again, Rebekah
became aware of Esau's intent
and caused J acob to flee to her
brother's homeland . T he re he
remained for many years.

In addition to this family strife,
Esau had married contrary to the
wishes of his mother and father
(Gen . 26:34-35). Apparently ,
because Isaac and R ebekah each
had a favorite son, they did little
to raise the children as a united
family .

Parents should work together

In this brief story of this spe­
cial family that God was using,
we see internal conflict , hatred,
deceit and di srespect. Isaac
sought the interest of Esau .
Rebekah preferred J acob. Family
and personal conflict was the
result.

They were not working to­
gether as parents, with mutual
love for both of t he children .
Rather, the parents were divided
and created a divisive spirit
between their offspring.

It is not uncommon for parents
to make choices and show favori­
tism among their children, often
in (seemingly) minor ways.

In the imaginary modern-day
family that we examined earlier,
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one of the children became an
emotionally troubled low achiev­
er, largely because her parents
did not properly discern and
respond to her individual needs.

Jane's and John's parents were
preoccupied with their own pro­
fessions. They were not cognizant
of the needs of their daughter as
she grew, and the problem, no
doubt, started early in the child's
life. Jane had been born first.
Her parents were delighted with
her.

When Jane was 3 years old, a
son was born into the same fami-
ly. From that time forward, John
received most of the attention and
affection . Slowly, Jane became
introverted, uncommunicative
and frustrated . The change was
gradual. Jane's parents were so
undiscerning of her emotional
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needs that they didn't even
notice.

On the other hand, John was
cute. He demanded his parents'
attention. Perhaps they most
wanted a son to begin with . They
devoted most of their limited
time to the boy, and he developed
a warm, loving personality.

This explanation may seem
simplistic, but it is, with many
variations, a common syndrome
within families. The ultimate,
devastating effect is the same on
the children: frustration, anxiety,
low self-esteem, unhappiness,
moodiness and even suicide.

God is no respecter of persons
(Acts 10:34). God will give
everyone the marvelous opportu­
nity of being in His Family. God
is love - perfect love (I John
4:8) - and He expresses that

perfect love toward all mankind.
He is preparing each for a special
position in His Family and King­
dom, and cares for each of us
individually so that each of us ,
with our special talents and
potentials, may achieve that tre­
mendous goal.

We have to learn to emulate
that kind of godly love in our
child rearing, properly overseeing
the growth and development of
each of our children. We must
help each of our children achieve
to the full.

Encourage child re n

Children don't always fulfill
the ambitions or expectations of
their parents - nor should they.
But if parents don't face this fact,
they can unwittingly and selfishly
become catalysts for failure in
their children, rather than the
inspiration for success.

All children are not the same.
They are male and female. Some
are zealous, high achievers, and
some are not. Some have athletic
ability, or musical talent , or
mechanical aptitudes, and others
do not. We should be delighted
with our children, looking to and
developing their individual strong
points - not expecting or even
wanting them to be all alike. That
doesn't mean we must be delighted
with everything they do or don't
do, but our children must know we
care and care a great deal.

Talking with children, honestly
discussing values, problems and
the purpose of life, is invaluable.
Caring also includes properly cor­
recting children for their own
welfare.

When we truly care, our chil­
dren will react positively. They
will succeed. And their children
will be better off, too .

We are called upon, in this end
time, to turn the hearts of the
fathers to the children, and the
hearts of the children to the
fathers (Mal. 4:5-6). Our respon­
sibility as parents is heavy, §
indeed. ~

But our opportunity is great, as ~

well, and the end result will be ':
supremely rewarding if we will ~
strive to do what God ex- ~

pects. 0 ~
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•
TORIES
FROM The

NEW TESTAMENT
Chapter 11

Jairus' Daughter Lives
By Shirley King Johnson

T he disciples
brought the
boat to land

on the southeastern
shore of the Sea of
Galilee, in the coun­
try of the Gadarenes
(Mark 5:1 , Luke
8:26).

Tombs had been
made in caves along
the steep banks, and
a man came out of
one of the tombs to
watch the disciples
land.

This unfortunate
man was an outcast
of society - he was
possessed by evil
spirits and was ex­
tremely dangerous .
Night and day he
roamed through the
hilly area where the
tombs were, ' scream-

c ing and crying and
~ frightening an yone
~ who passed by that way.
ss
: Christ rebukes the demons
.Q

~ As Jesus and the disciples came ashore,
~ the man rushed forward and flung himself
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down before Jesus.
The man was covered
with scars where he
had cut himself with
jagged rocks. He wa s
a fearful sight. The
12 disciples kept be­
hind Jesus.

" W hat have I got
to do with you, Jesus,
son of the most high
God ?" demanded the
man , or rather the
demons in him. "I
beg you - don't tor­
ment me!"

"What's your
I I' name? " Jesus asked

''''''1\='''''tY in a stern voice.- ,'rr- I

"Legion," replied
the demons. " W e are
many. Don't send us
away - send us into
the swine feeding on
the hill. " A large
number of pigs were
chomping and grunt­
ing as they fed on

roots and nuts on the steep slope.
Jesus ordered the demons to go into the

pigs. The disciples watched in amazement

Astonished but overjoyed, Jairus and his wife looked on as Jesus
took their daughter 's hand and their daughter rose.
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A sick woman ... huddled at the edge of the crowd.... As Jesus
strode through the crowd, the woman ... touched the hem of His

garment. Her illness was immediately healed.

as the pigs suddenly thrashed about in a
wild frenzy. Rushing down the slope, the
pigs spilled into the sea and were
drowned.

The people who had been tending the
pigs ran off to the village to report to the
owners what they had seen (Mark 5:2 ,
Luke 8:27-34).

Meanwhile, Jesus and the disciples gath­
ered figs, wild plums and berries and sat
down to eat. The man who had been newly
released from demon possession sat beside
Jesus, smiling and eager to watch and lis­
ten as Jesus talked.

Toward the north, across the sea, Mt.
Hermon looked down, lifting its brow into
a sky that had been swept clean of storm
clouds and now was a bright blue.

But their peace was broken. The swine­
herds returned - and with them came
what appeared to be the entire population
of the village. All were angry at the loss of
the swine and confused - even fearful ­
about what had happened with the former
demoniac. The people were apprehensive
about what Jesus would do next and asked
Him to leave.

Without comment, Jesus led the disci­
ples down to the boat. The man Jesus had
delivered from demonism begged to be
allowed to accompany Him, but Jesus laid
a hand gently on his shoulder. "Go home
and tell your loved ones how much God
has done for you ," Jesus said (Mark 5: 15­
20 , Luke 8:35-39).

Jairus comes to Christ

Crossing the Sea of Galilee to Caper­
naum, the group landed at the fishing
wharf and tied their boat with Zebedee's
fleet.

The shore was awash with battered
boats that had been damaged by a great
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storm. The storm was the subject of every­
one's conversation.

Jesus stopped to talk to Zebedee, and a
crowd began to grow into a multitude of
men, women and children.

A ruler of the synagogue at Capernaum
pushed his way up to Jesus and bowed at
His feet.

"Jesus of Nazareth, my little girl is dying!
Heal her, please! Touch her with your hands,
I beg of you. There is no hope if you don't
come." Tears choked his voice .

"Jairus, of course I'll go with you,"
responded Jesus, recognizing him. As Jai­
rus , Jesus and Jesus' disciples started on
their way toward Jairus' house, the crowd
thronged about them.

"Who touched me?"

A sick woman who had suffered intensely
for 12 years huddled at the edge of the
crowd. She had been seriously ill all these
years, and none of the many doctors she had
visited was able to help her. The doctors did
relieve her of her life savings, but her physi­
cal condition just grew worse.

As Jesus strode through the crowd, the
woman reached out and touched the hem
of His garment. Her illness was immedi­
ately healed.

Jesus stopped. "Who touched me?"
Peter's eyebrows went up. "This mob is

all around us , crushing in on us. How can
you ask that?"

Jesus waited. "Someone who had faith
for healing touched me a moment ago."

Frightened to be noticed, the woman
moved forward a step and bowed. "I did it.
I knew that if I could only touch your
clothing, I would be healed. Surely you
don 't mind. " Looking up into His eyes, she
was no longer afraid.

"Daughter, your faith has healed you,"
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A messenger ... rushed up ... "Jairus," he began, trembling,
" .. . Your - your daughter has died. I'm very sorry." ... "Don't

lose faith," urged Jesus. "Your daughter will be all right ..."

He said. "Go in peace and be free from
your suffering."

Jairus' daughter raised

As the woman thanked Jesus with tears
of gratitude, a messenger from Jairus'
house ru shed up to the crowd. " J airu s," he
began, trembling, "don't bother the rabbi.
Your - your daughter has died. I'm very
sorry."

J airus covered his face and gave a shriek
of anguish.

"Don't lose faith ," urged Jesus. "Your
daughter will be all right. Please take me
to her. "

Jairus moved numbly on up the street
and the group came to his house. Relatives
and friends had already begun their de ath
wailing - they were overcome with honest
grief. Flutists added haunting notes to the
din.

With a sweep of His hand, Jesus asked
them to stop. "Why are you making all
this noise? The child is not dead. She's
only sleeping."

This startling announcement made the
crowd pause. But after a moment the
uproar broke out again - but now with
scornful laughter added to the wailing.

J airus sought out his weeping wife and
brought her to Jesus. "Don't cry," Jesus
said , consoling the distraught mother.
" Your little girl is only sleeping." He
turned to J airus. "I want this house cleared
of the mourners. "

Jairus hesitated a moment. He opened his
mouth as if to say something and then closed
it. " Yes, sir. " He moved about, telling the
people to go away. When the house was
quiet , J airus turned to Jesus.

"Thank you, " said Jesus, smiling.
" W here is the child?"

Jairus and his wife silently took Jesus and
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the disciples to a chamber where a small
girl lay on a beautifully draped bed.

Going directly to the bedside, Jesus took
hold of one of the girl 's hands.

"Rise, young lady," He said softly.
The girl's eyelids fluttered open and her

large brown eyes looked up at Jesus in
surpnse.

Her parents embraced her with happy
exclamations.

"Give her something to eat," Jesus said
as the child sat on the edge of the bed.
"She must be hungry."

"L 'Il fix all of her favorite foods!"
exclaimed the girl's mother, pleased that
she had her daughter back and that she
could show her daughter love.

" Don' t talk to anyone about what's hap­
pened," Jesus commanded the parents. But
news of the miracle swept throughout the
region (Matt. 9 :18-26, Mark 5:21-43 ,
Luke 8:40-56).

Two blind men see

Jesus and His disciples left Jairus and
his now happy family and began walking
toward the house. Two blind men followed
them, tapping with sticks on the cobble­
stone street.

"Son of David, be merciful to us!" the
blind men called.

When Jesus and the disciples had come
into . the house, the blind men came to
Him.

" Do you believe that I'm able to give
you sight?" Jesus asked.

"Yes, Rabbi ," they replied, moving
closer.

" Let it be according to your faith. " He
lightly touched their eyelids. Healed, they
went away proclaiming the happy news of
the miracle, despite Jesus' admonition to
tell no one (Matt. 9:27-31). 0
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WhatWas
Uzzah's Mistake?

By Philip Stevens

St u nned trembling
- Ahio stood back!

One moment he and
his brother Uzzah had been
driving the ox cart toward
Nachon's threshing floor. The
next moment, Uzzah was lying
on the ground dead!

And why? When the oxen
stumbled and the cart shook,
Uzzah had merely put out his
hand to steady the ark of the cov­
enant, which was being carried in
the cart. God struck Uzzah down
(II Sam. 6:3-7).

Perhaps you have wondered
about this incident. Why did God
deal with Uzzah in such a harsh
manner? Why did God take his life
for trying to steady the ark when it
was about to fall to the ground?

A closer study of this episode
reveals valuable insight into how
God views our lives now and our
future opportunities.

Explicit instr uctions

The men of Israel had actually
ignored explicit instructions from
God concerning the transport of
the ark.

God commanded that only the
priests, the sons of Levi, were to
bear the ark of the covenant
(Deut. 10:8). Notice that when
the Israelites crossed the Jordan
River under the command of
Joshua, it was the priests who
carried the ark (Josh. 3:3, 6, 8,
17,4:9-10,16-18) .

Further, God instructed that the
ark be carried on their shoulders:

"But unto the sons of Kohath
he gave none [oxen and carts] :
because the service of the sane­
tuary belonging unto them was
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that they should bear upon their
shoulders" (Num. 7:1-9).

Nobody other than Aaron and
his sons was to touch any holy
articles at all, including the ark.
The penalty for violating this
law?

"And when Aaron and his sons
have made an end of covering the
sanctuary, and all the vessels of
the sanctuary . . . after that, the
sons of Kohath shall come to bear
it: but they shall not touch any
holy thing, lest they die" (Num.
4 :15) .

God told Moses to equip the
ark with four rings, one in each of
the four corners. Staves were to
be passed through these rings so
that the ark could be lifted and
carried by means of the staves
(Ex . 25:12-14).

T herefore, on two points the
ark was being transported in a
fashion totally unacceptable to
God:

1) Uzzah was not of the Levit­
ical priesthood. The genealogy in
the book of Chronicles shows that
Uzzah was David's nephew. He
was the son of Abinadab, David's
brother (l Chron. 2: 13) .

2) Instead of having the ark
carried, David had it put in a cart
(l Chron. 13:7) .

Even King David, who was
accompanying the ark, had
obviously forgotten these condi­
t ions. He had actually chosen to
do what "was right in the eyes of
all the people" rather than con­
sult God's clear law in the matter
(verses 1-13) .

Learn ing the lesson

Subsequently, David gave
some serious thought to the situa-

tion and corrected the wrong that
had occurred .

He gave these instructions,
this time basing his orders on
God's law: "None ought to carry
the ark of God but the Levites:
for them hath the Lord chosen
to carry the ark of God, and to
minister unto him for ever" (l
Chron. 15 :2) .

Action followed! "[David]
said unto them, Y e are the chief
of the fathers of the Levites:
sanctify yourselves, both ye and
your brethren, that ye may bring
up the ark of the Lord God of
Israel . . . For because ye did it
not at the first , the Lord our
God made a breach upon us [by
killing Uzzah], for that we
sought him not after the due
order. ...

"And the children of the
Levites bare the ark of God upon
their shoulders with the staves
thereon, as Moses commanded
according to the word of the
Lord" (verses 12-15).

W hat it means today

Perhaps we would feel sorry
for Uzzah. On the surface, after
all , it would appear that he was
merely the unwitting victim of
unfortunate circumstances . But
remember that the events of bib­
lical history are recorded as
examples for us today (l Cor.
10:11, Rom. 15:4).

Certainly we can learn from
this incident that God does not
compromise with H is com­
mands. In this case God acted to
halt a dangerous trend - cer­
tain of His laws were being
ignored and others would have
soon been cast aside. God

27



sta m ped out di sobed ien ce be fore
it spread .

A nother valua ble lesson is th at
God on occasion allows suffering
so tha t spiritua l lessons can be
brou gh t hom e to us in a more
forceful manne r. As Paul put it to
the Christ ians at Rome, "For I
reck on tha t th e sufferings of this
presen t t ime are not worthy to be
co m pared wit h th e g lory which
shall be revealed in us" (Ro m.
8: 18) .

Our ete rnal we ll-bei ng is of
pr im ar y importan ce to G od . In
order for us to learn im por tant
spirit ua l lesson s, severe trials are
so me t imes necessar y. God ca lled
us and is co ns tant ly aware of our
circumst ances. He promises th at
H e w ill not a llow us t o be
tempted beyond ou r capability to
handl e th e si t ua t io n (I Co r .
10 :13) .

How reassu r ing! It beh ooves us
to co nstant ly and carefully exam­
ine our lives to see if we have
moved out of lin e with God's
law .

Often we carry out th is exam­
ination only when we are goi ng
th ro ugh a severe t r ial. It is far
better to be co nt inually studying
God 's Word an d measuring our­
se lves agai ns t it s teachings. H ad
Uzzah a nd t hose a ro u nd him
been studying God's co m mands
in t he form t ha t was available to
them , U zzah probabl y wo u ld
have lived to a ripe old age.

Uzzah not lost

Uzzah is not los t, however. He
will have anothe r cha nce to st udy
God 's law and bring his life into
harmon y with G od 's way (a nd
reap t he ben efits!) . That c hance,
which will tak e place du ring the
G reat W hite Throne Judgmen t ,
is the hope of everyone who has
eve r lived and di ed without know ­
ing of God 's truth - th e vast
majority of peopl e who have ever
lived! G od wa nts us all to eventu­
ally becom e actua l membe rs of
H is Fami ly.

For more in format ion , write
now for a free copy of our article
rep rint enti t led " Is Th is th e Only
Day of Salvat ion?" See the inside
front cover for th e add ress of our
office neares t yo u. 0
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Nonmember
(Continued from page 4)

he has owed me for two years!
Then I got a gift of $250 out of
the clear blue - not expected
at all. My stepson came to live
with us and pays room and
board. All of this from one tithe.
The very first time in my life I
ever freely gave 10 percent of
my income. You can 't make me
believe it was coincidence at
all.

Harvey S.
Fort lauderdale, Fla.

H er e's a letter fro m a man wh o
used to be in debt - until he
found th e way to lend to othe rs:

It has been a real pleasure
tithing to this great Work
again this year. A man I used
to borrow money from to
finance my livestock opera­
tions said to me recently ,
" Yo u never borrow money
from me anymore." Others
borrow from me now. Surely
tithing is an active law!

loP.
Bland, Va.

learning the hard way

Perhaps yo u thi nk yo u are like
Ed S mith, who co uldn't afford to
t ithe? H er e is an example of one
young man who found out the
hard way:

I am a New Zealander, age
17. This is a true story you will
appreciate.

last year, as a student, I
learned of tithing. I recorded
all the money I earned and
decided to pay God my first
tenth. I kept putting off paying
God anything. I was broke ­
had laboring jobs.

Then one week I sent God
my first tithe. Things financially
got worse . .. [Then] $200 for
an insurance claim on my stol­
en clothes came through long
overdue , and although I
thought I had important things
to spend it on, I decided to
send God a tithe on the $200.

Then I met two friends at an
employment agency. I knew it
was more than coincidence. I

prayed for the opportunity of
taking a job with NCR (Nation­
al Cash Registers). I had to
take exams, and passed all
with an average of 80 percent
for the lot. I got the job.

David T.
Sydney, Australia

T his young man put his finger
on the problem. It doesn't pay to
put off tithing. God 's laws are
permanent, living laws. The man
who begins tithing will soo n have
unexpected breaks as David has
found out.

So don ' t make the excuse of
proc rastinating as the young hu s­
band ment ion ed in th e next letter
d id. God will find you out and
test yo ur word:

Enclosed is my husband 's
first check for God's Work. He
did not believe in tithing and
is still somewhat skeptical.
When he received his pay­
check last weekend , he began
making excuses as to why he
could not begin tithing right
then , but promised that we
would begin " w it h the next
check we get"! Two hours lat­
er the mailman brought our
income tax refund check and
my husband had to admit that
it was " t he next check " with
which he had promised to
begin tithing.

Donna T.
Torrance, Calif.

God challe nges us to prove
Him . A nd H e is read y to hel p us
whenever we turn to Him for
financial he lp.

Yes, t it h ing pays . It is a fina n­
cial law God set in motion for
man's good . It wo rks for t he
young and old, for the wage earn­
er and housewife, for the C hr is­
tian an d th e non-Christian alike.

It' s all explained in our FR EE

booklet , Ending Your Financia l
Wo rries .

Running away from God's laws
is like running away from every
good thing. God sets before every­
one the way of life and prosper ity
- and its opposite, the way of pov­
erty, suffering an d death. God
comma nds you to choose.

W hich of the path s will yo u
tak e ? 0
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Sabbath
(Continued from page 12)

intent of God's law. Some even
believed that it was sinful to carry
a purse with money, reasoning
that since one could not buy any­
thing anyway, carrying money
would be carrying a burden on
the Sabbath. Carrying a second
handkerchief, since it was not
needed, would also be a burden,
and therefore was prohibited.

Jesus Christ taught and prac­
ticed differently concerning the
Sabbath . He said - and even His
critics had to agree - that it was
lawful to do good on the Sabbath
(Mark 3:4), that one could, for
example, rescue an ox that had,
on the Sabbath, fallen into a pit
(Luke 14:1-5). Leading an animal
to water was not wrong (Luke
13:15).

Christ taught balance, wisdom
and having the right attitude in
Sabbath observance. The Jews,
steeped in physical rituals , could
not understand. They would res­
cue an ox from a pit on the Sab­
bath, but condemned Christ for
healing an unfortunate human
being on that day! They, by add­
ing their own traditions and inter­
pretations, had made the Sabbath
a burden.

The problem today is that some
take Christ's teachings and go to
the opposite extreme from the
religionists of Christ 's time.
When Christ said it was lawful to
do good on the Sabbath, He was
being accused for healing a man
with a withered hand. This act
did not require work or labor pro­
hibited by the Sabbath command.
But this example does not imply
that since nursing a sick person is
"doing good," a person may be
gainfully employed in that occu­
pation on the Sabbath.

Regarding the other example,
that of an ox in the ditch, some
might conclude that any supposed
"emergency" can be taken care of
on the Sabbath. Some "emergen­
cies" can wait, especially when
they do not affect life or limb of
man or beast. After all, an ox nor­
mally does not fall into a ditch
each Sabbath, or even frequently.
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Probably such an occurrence
would be rare. And it would not
take all day to get the ox out of
the pit or ditch.

The Sabbath is a feast

The Sabbath is normally a
feast day, not a fast day (Lev.
23 :2-3) . Obviously, a fast of more
than six days includes a Sabbath,
and under some circumstances a
fast may be appropriate on the
Sabbath. But the Sabbath usually
ought to be a time for a feast ,
possibly including some special
food delights .

The Sabbath is a holy convoca­
tion (Lev. 23:2). A holy convoca­
tion is a religious service con­
vened by an authorized minister
of Jesus Christ. To neglect such
convocations when they are held,
except for sickness or occasional
unusual circumstances, is to diso­
bey the Sabbath command. Read
the solemn warning in Hebrews
10:24-27.

The Sabbath is to be observed
each week regardless of pressing
duties, rush business or ripe crops
(Ex. 34:21) .

The Sabbath, when observed
rightly, is a delight : " 'If you keep
your feet from breaking the Sab­
bath and from doing as you please
on my holy day, if you call the
Sabbath a delight and the Lord's
holy day honorable, and if you
honor it by not going your own
way and not doing as you please
or speaking idle words, then you
will find your joy in the Lord, and
I will cause you to ride on the
heights of the land and to feast on
the inheritance of your father
Jacob.' The mouth of the Lord
has spoken" (lsa. 58:13-14, New
International Version) .

Have the right approach

You may have heard the phrase
"Thank God it's Friday." In the
United States people often use
this phrase to express their ela­
tion that the workweek is nearly
finished and a weekend of relaxa­
tion lies just ahead.

But this phrase can really mean
something important to us as
Christians as well. Every Friday
we can be thankful because the
Sabbath is almost here. The most

enjoyable day of the week is just
ahead.

Before sunset Friday evening,
we ought to have taken care of
necessary business or personal
responsibilities so that they are
not of concern on the Sabbath. As
the Sabbath arrives at our home,
we can breathe a sigh of relief.
The Sabbath is here.

We have none of the usual
weekly responsibilities, no busi­
ness or job to take care of, none of
the concerns that beset us the
other six days. This is the day of
rest and refreshing that God has
provided. A day for holy convoca­
tion and fellowshipping with
other Christians and, through
other Christians, with Christ. A
day without the usual mundane
requirements and concerns.

At bedtime we should have no
business or anxious thoughts to
prevent us from resting well.
Unless early church services
require otherwise, we shouldn't
need to set an alarm clock. We
normally should be able to have
the best night's rest of the week.
When we get up there should be
no urgency or need to rush. We
can relax and enjoy the Sabbath.

The Sabbath is a time for real
family togetherness that may not
be possible during the rest of the
week, a special time and opportu­
nity to teach children about God
and His ways. A day to do good in
serving and helping other breth­
ren at services, or to visit the sick,
the widows or the elderly. A time
when we can, with some leisure,
observe and appreciate the beau­
ties and marvels of God's cre­
ation, whether flowers or bees or
any part of God's creation conve­
niently available.

It is a day when we can spend
extra time in prayer, study or
meditation, since we have added
time not available during the rest
of the week.

The Sabbath is unlike any
other day of the week. It is holy
time set apart by God for a spe­
cial and wonderful purpose.

How you observe the Sabbath
will determine how well you
please God and how much you
will be able to rejoice in this most
special day of the week. 0
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