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Mr. Armstrong 's Personal

I have 'never writte n you before to com
ment on a ny of the art icles in the C hurc h
pub licat ions, but I am excited about
[Herbert W. Armst rong's] " Persona l" in
the December issue of The Good News.

I never realized tha t Adam's decision
was a deliberate rejection of God' s Spiri t
ra ther tha n a negat ive react ion in hum an
weakness. Unt il I read your ar ticle I was
a lways a littl e sorry that Adam had to be
tes ted (in his ignora nce) beyond his hu
man strength, but as usual you have
mad e your point very clear.

T ha nk you for your wonder ful expl a
nations an d teachings. I only hope as tim e '
goes on th at I ca n appreciate more fully
how much wisdom and truth you have to
give.

Eve Lynne Eliasso n
Mia mi, Fla .
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Only good news on earth

I received The Good News yesterday
evening and I have read it through once,
and I am going to read it th rough aga in. I
ju st had to write to you and thank you
per sona lly for such a wonderful maga
zine! . . . To me, it is the only good news
on the face of the ea rth.

Ca rolyn Blant on 
Wh itt ier , N.C.

1979 GN Index

I would like to tha nk [you for] the
a nnual index of articles in the back of
The Good News [December] . Thi s will
be a valua ble tool in my studi es.

Phil Thomsen
Coffeyville, Kan .

Appreciates articles

Ju st want you to know how much we
a pprecia te the articles you include from
time to time a bout the progre ss of the
Work a nd me m be rs in ot he r co un
tr ies . . . We feel that a ll th is a mounts to
the glorifying of our grea t ete rna l God as
we a re made awa re of the way He is
working in so ma ny count ries a nd wit h so
many breth ren individua lly.

We a re thus hel ped to mak e our
prayers for the Work very specific, and
we than k God that He is using your pub
lication to keep us informed on every
as pec t o f th e si tua t ions th a t arise
. . . Wh en maps a re pub lished, they too
help us to real ize the extent of God' s
Work.

Elsie Tout
Witb ank , South A frica



Romans 13 and the
State of California Attack

D
issidents and enemies of
God 's CH UR CH h ave

been saying that we dis
obeyed Romans 13 in appeal
ing the government lawsuit of
Jan. 3, 1979. They say, falsely,
the Church of GOD should
have caved in (to use an ex
pression used by those who
brought the suit) and let the
State of California take over
and run or destroy th e Church
of the LIVING GOD!

It' s a bo u t time we UNDE R
STOO D G od 's teach ing throu gh
th e a pos t le Paul in Rom ans 13.

Th e King James translati on has,
"Let every soul be subject to the
higher powers" (ve rse I ) . Th e Re
vised Sta nda rd translat ion has, " Let
every person be subject to the gov
erni ng authori ties." Th e Moffatt
translati on has, " Every subject [citi
zen] must obey the government au
thori ties."

The meanin g is clear. It is speak
ing of eac h individual person, citizen,
soul or subject of a kingdom.

The State of California lawsuit
was not a crim inal char ge aga inst a
"so ul," person, cit izen or subjec t, or
individual. It was a suit to take CON
TROL a nd OWNERS HIP of th e
CHU RC H OF THE LI VI NG GOD! No
criminal charge was made. No one
was haul ed into court to be tried
whether ·guilty of such a charge or
innocent. It was merel y a civil AC
TI ON with a COU RT-A PPOINTED RE
CEIVER, to take CONTROL OF, to MA N
AGE, HIR EAN D FIRE and OPE RATE the
World wide Church of God and its
cor pora te a ffi lia tes, Ambassado r
College and Ambassa dor lntern a-
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tiona I Cultura l Founda tion . Along
with it, because they are officers of
th ese co rpora tio ns, were na med
Christ's apostle, Herbert W. Arm
strong, treasur er Stanl ey R. Rader
and the accounting fi rm which was
used as official accountant for the
above.

Only weeks ago, the Los Angeles
Superior Court dismissed from the
suit the acco unting firm. We had,
meanwhile, employed one of the
largest fi rms of C PAs in the United
States to completely review all books
and acco unts and records of our
accounting firm. They found every
thing Il" ORDER . The accounting firm
had been made part of the suit be
ca use IF, as newspaper headl ines
blared forth (but no such criminal
charges were brought ) Mr. Rader
and I had been guilty of siphoning off
millions (plura l) of dollars every
year , there is no way under the sun
that could be done without collusion
with our accounting fi rm. Th e books
and records would have to have been
juggled in some way to try to cover it
up.

Once our fi rm of accounta nts was
DISMISSED from the suit, it simply
meant that the St at e of Ca lifornia
could not affirm that anything was
wrong in the way our accounta nts
handled the books. If anything was
wrong, then the Ca lifornia attorney
genera l should have been able to
sta te a "c ause of action" to sup
port his allegat ions of wrongdoing.
Since he CO ULD l"OT, the court dis
missed the accou nting firm from the
case.

Alth ough NO CRIMIN AL CHA RGES
had been made in the suit, it was well
understood tha t was the BASIS for the
whole lawsuit. But there never was
a ny PROOF - for of course no such

th ing had ever happened! All the y
had .was a false supposition by six
disfe llowshipped members seeking
revenge! Even though they had no
evidence - it was a false trumped
up charge by false men. The reason
the State came SUDDENLY on Jan. 3,
without even the legally required ad
vance notice (in which THE Y broke
the law), was to seize our records
before we could protect them! They
got the records, and at the request of
the attorney genera l, one of the coun
try's lar gest CPA firms went care
fully over the records for WEEKS. But
no such evidence was found! .

Th e la wsuit was aga ins t th e
Worldwi de Ch urch of God, affiliated
corporate orga nizations and princi
pal officers of the CHU RCH, as chosen
by Jesus Chr ist. In other word s, IT

WAS A LAWSU IT AGA INST GOD
ALi\lIGHTY,.agai nst the L1 VI l"G JESUS
CHRIST AND AGA Il"ST HIS CHOSE!':
APOSTLE Al"O GOD'S CHURCH 
which BELON GS TO THE LI VI l"G
Go o.

When the Phil istines came aga inst
Israel, with the giant Goliath, young
David said, " Who is th is uncircum
sized Philistin e, that he should defy
the LI VI NG GOD ?" The attack was
not aga inst David, nor even Israel,
but agai nst the LIV ING Goo!

According to the dissent ers David
and all Israel should have "caved in."
For it was a GOVE RN MENT (t he Phil
istines) who cam e aga inst God's
CHURCH of the Old Testament , and
it's a GOVE RNMENT of men that has
now come aga inst the CHU RC H OF
THE LI VI NG GOD!

The St at e is not a ttacking a MAN.
Th ey have mad e no criminal charge s.
We are not being tried on a criminal
charge. Th e ONLY evidence there pos-

(Continued on page 25)



Why Did God Raise Up
the Nation Israel
and Deny Them

Spiritual Salvation?
By Herbert W. Armstrong

DID AN YONE ever th ink to
ask WHY God raised up
the ancient nation Israel,

denying them His Holy Spirit
and eternal salvation - except
their prophets only?

I' ve been writing on cha pte r 6
of my forthcoming book, A Voice
Cries Out , cove ring th is very
que st ion. I hope to have th e book
ready for di stribut ion to our
membership at th is yea r's Feast
of Tabern acle s. Meanwhile, it is
being publi shed by installments, a
cha pter a month, in The Plain
Truth. But this chapter 6 will not
appea r in The Plain Truth until
a bo ut August. I thought our
membership might be inter ested
in a pre view of it, so I'm including
it in my lead article in this issue of
The Good News.

Why " chosen people"?

WH Y were Old Test ament Isr ael -
, ites ca lled God's "chosen people" 

and still denied the Holy S pirit to
beget th em int o et ernal life ?
~ "Chos en" - for what? T o be
teacher's pet ? For speci al favors
above other nat ions? W as God a
respecte r of nations?

To und erstand , we need to sta rt with
Adam and Eve. It is an intriguing story,
and I have never seen it put togeth er in
this ma nner before. The true reason for
ancient Isra el is an inte gr al part of
God's supre me master plan .

And did you ever reali ze th at the
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Holy Bibl e is th e Book of and con
cerning th at one nat ion ISRAEL? And
th at th e Bible me nt ions other nations
on ly if and as they came into conta ct
with Isra el? '

T he tru ly amazing truth about Israe l
is totall y unrea lized by any re ligion 
by any denominat ion in tr aditional
Chris tia nity -or even by Judaism.

A nd here's a nothe r shocker for
you - a lso unreal ized by any, in
cluding J ud a ism - th e kingdom of
Isr ael was not Jewish! T he first place
in the Bib le that the word Jews is
used is II Kings 16:6 , wher e Isr ael is
a t war aga inst th e Jews!

It is indee d true that the nation
Isr ael was God 's ch osen people. .But
under st and thi s: they were not cho
se n as tea cher's pe t or for special
favors . They were chosen for a spe 
cial purpose preparatory to the King
dom of God - a purpose they on
their part refused to comply with .

It is a n intr iguing story. And it ha s
great significa nce in God's overa ll
PURPOSE for a ll peoples!

God is REPRODUCING HIMSELF in
a nd through MA N! God 's ultimat e
purpose is breathtaking - th e seem
ingly incred ible transcendent 'poten
t ia l of man .

The establishment of th e ancient
nation of Israel is an integra l part of
God's supreme master plan.

So now , to underst and, and br ing
into mind th e ba ckgr ound, we go
back a bit briefly.

First humans perfect physically

God created ou r fir st parents ,
Ad am and Eve, as perfect specimens

physically an d men tally. Yet th ey
were bu t unfinis hed pieces of God's
workmanship . Spiri tual character
was yet to be built into them and
thei r offspring. In this huma ns a re
requ ired to perfo rm their own vit al
part.

Physicall y th is perfectly created
pair had no chronic a ilments or ten
dencies toward physical illness or dis
ease. That is test ified in part by th e

.fact th a t Adam lived to be 930 yea rs
of age. And for nearly 2,000 years
th e life span ave raged close to 900
yea rs!

Think of it! T he first created man
lived more than one sixth of all the
time from his creation until now!
Ada m a nd Eve had a number of son s
an d dau ghters, but onl y three sons
ar e named in the reco rd .

Bear this in mind : Adam an d Eve
had rej ected God as revea ler of basic
know ledge - rejected Hi s govern
men t. They had chosen th e "G ET"
way of life - the self-centered wa y '
of van ity, covetousness, en vy a nd
j ea lo usy, competition leading to
strife, violence and de struction a nd
rebellion ag ainst authority.

Their first son, Cain, became a
mu rderer a nd a liar. A lthough his
murdered .brother Abel was called
"righteous A bel " by J esu s, humani
ty, descending at a rapid birthrate,
became more and more violent.

Actua lly, from th e time of Adam
un til Noah - some 1,500 or more
yea rs - only one man, Enoch ,
"walked with Go d. "

By the time of Noah, a popul at ion
explosion was ta king place on earth
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-:- even as It IS again today , It is
recorded, "And God saw that the
wickedness of man was great in the
earth" - human thought and inter
ests were "onl y evil continual
ly . . . The earth a lso was corrupt
before God, and the earth was filled
with violence . . . for all flesh had
corrupted his way upon the earth"
(Gen. 6:5, 11-12).

This lawless universal corruption
and violence was inflicting pain, suf
fering. anguish, frustration upon an
evil humanity. It seems humanity
never realizes the GET way - trans
gression of God's law - inflicts
increasing suffer ing on its perpetra
tors - and on others.

This corruption and violence had
become so universal that God deter
mined to spare humanity from suf
fering longer in the mounting misery
and angui sh.

God took away their miserable
lives by the earthwide flood, to be
resurrected in the next second of
'their consciousness in the Great
White Throne resurrection of the
book of Revel ation , chapter 20,
verses I 1-12. They will be brought
back to life in a time when Christ is
ruling the earth in righteousness ,
peace and happiness. Satan will be
gone . Their minds then will be
opened to God's TR UTH, and eternal
salvation opened to them .

But God intended to preserve hu
man life - and, as it were, to give
humanity a new and fresh start.

Races mixed

One man only, Noah , was perfect
in his "generations." That is, his he
redity, ancestry.

It is amply evident that by the
time of Noah there were at least the
three major racial strains on earth 
the white, yellow and black . All
others in our 20th century have come
from interracial breeding .

God does not reveal in the Bible
the precise origin of the different
races. It is evident that Adam and
Eve were created white. God's cho
sen nation Israel was white. Jesus
was white. But it is,a fair conjecture
that in mother Eve were created
ovaries containing the yellow and
black genes, as well as white, so that
some of the children of Adam and
Eve were black and some yellow, as
well as some white.
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At least, by the time of Noah, men
"took them wives of all which they
chose" (Gen. 6:2). The very fact of
the insertion of the words which they
chose implies they chose wives God
did not intend for them to marry.
There was every kind of evil and vio
lence at the time. Jesus, some 2,000
years later, said, looking into this
END time of the late 20th century,
just before His corning to establish
the KINGDOM OF GOD and restore
the GOV ERNM ENT of God, that condi
tions would be as in the days of Noah
- " . . . they were eating and drink
ing, marrying and giving in mar
riage .. ." (Matt. 24:38).

In what way did eating and drink-

The truth about
Israel is totally

unrealized by any
... denomination

in ... Christianity 
or even by

Judaism .. '. The.
establishment

of ... Israel is an
integral part of God's
supreme master plan.

ing and marrying have to do with the
extreme evils which caused God to
blot out the lives of all earth's people,
except the eight of Noah 's family?
To eat wholesome food and drink
pure water is necessary to sustain life
and is GOOD. God Himself estab
lished the institution of marriage and
made it holy matrimony.

But there was something contrary
to GOD'S WAY in the manner in
which they were eating, drinking and
marrying, in Noah 's time. Like to
day, "eating and drinking" evidently
had become a custom of the type of
revelings listed as " works of the
flesh" in Galatians 5:19-21 and I
Peter 4:3. In the latter passage, Peter
speaks of "when we walked in lasciv
iousness [lawlessness and crime],
lusts [violations of the Tenth Com
mandment], excess of wine, revel
lings, banquetings, and abominable

idolatries ." Verse 4 terms these as
"excess of riot."

Now Jesus drank wine - but in
proper moderation . I frequently
have attended banquets at which
were present royalty and men high
in government - at which only
proper food and a minimum of wine
have been served - and all were
completely sober , discu ssing vital
questions for the general good. Like
marriage, none of these is WRONG
- in moderation. God teaches mod
eration and temperance - not
drunkenness, rioting , sen seless
drunken reveling like some do on
New Year's Eve today. I

Marriage is not wrong in itself.
Yet, according to Jesus , one of the
things evil and wrong in Noah's day
was "marrying and giving in mar
riage." Genesis 6:2 reveals HOW and
WHY! They were marrying wives "of
all which they chose." They were
choosing the wrong wives. How?
God had intended NO MONGR ELIZA
nON in human reproduction .

The one man God chose to PR E
SERVE the human race alive was per
fect in his generations - all his
ancestry back to Adam was of the
one strain, and undoubtedly that
happened to be white - not that
white is in any sense superior.

If you are a livestock breeder,
planning to enter your' prize animals
in a livestock show - perhaps at a
state fair - you will be sure to enter
only thoroughbred or pedigreed
stock! Mixing the breed tends toward
degeneration.

God originally set the bounds of
national borders , intending nations to
be SEPARATEDand prevent interracial
marriage. Notice , "When the Most
High divided to the nations their
inheritance [speaking of land or geo
graphical boundaries], when he sepa
rated [notice - He separated] the
sons of Adam, he set the bounds of the
people . . ." (Deut. 32:8).

But people wanted to intermarry
until there would beonly ONE RA CE!

That desire seems inherent in hu
man nature today!

God scatters humanity

Noah was of a perfect lineage 
in his generations. His wife and three
sons were ,of that same pure white
strain. But Japheth evidently had

(Continued on page 25)
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HowYou
Can Avoid
Christian
Burn-Out

By John Halford

W e have all experi
enced it. We come

home a t night and
reach for the familiar switch.
But instead of the room being
bath ed in light , there is
a flash, a " pop" and dark
ness. Th e light bulb burned
out. And we th ink, Wh y did
th a t have to happen just
now?

In these days of mass-pro
duction, a burned-out light
bulb is eas ily replaced. It 's
mu ch harder to repl ace a
burned-out Christian - spe
cia lly selected and called by
God to be a light to thi s world .
But C hr is t ia ns, like light
bulb s, do burn out! .

Professional burn-out

" Burn-out" is a way of de
scribing a problem common
among deeply dedicated and
highl y motivated people. It
ha ppen s when peopl e wh o Photo by Warren Watson

have been enthusiasti c and commit- jobs involve a high degree of sacrifice
ted discover that they ca nnot keep and commitment. But a Christian is
going. Suddenly, perhaps qui te unex- also a pr ime target for burn-out -
pecte dly, the y lose int erest in their for the Christi an 's calling also in-
work an d ca n no longer turn in a volves self-sa cr ifice, commitment
good job perform ance. Som etim es and extra effort. So let' s take a closer
they even quit completely. look at burn-out so that we can

Burn- out is the special occupa tion- understand it and - what is more
al hazard of those in the "helping" impo rtant - know how to guard
professions: counselors, poverty law- against it.
ye rs , polic emen a nd' psychiatric Professional burn-out has been the
nurses, for example. Such people 's subject of much study in recent

4

yea rs. Researchers have tried
to find out how to help once
dedicated people who hav e
lost the desire to achieve.
They have found that th ose
most susceptible to burn-out
are people with jobs th at de
mand prolonged self-sacrifice
- perhaps long hour s in poor
working conditions with inad
equate salaries.

Such people can keep going
for a while - perh aps years
- becau se they work for
more tha n just money. They
believe in what they are do
ing. They share a sense of
mission that goes beyond nor
mal commitment to th e job.
But one day they find th at
their inner wells have run dry
and the~ cannot give a ny
more .

The symptoms of burn-out
vary from person to person.
Some just become apat hetic,
no longer interested in ma k

ing a cre ative contribution. They do
just what is required of them 
nothing more, nothing less.

Other s resign fr om th eir jobs,
throwing aw a y good reputat ions,
accrued benefits and lifetim es of
effort. They have even been known
to turn in hostility on those they
were once dedicated to serving and
supporting. In some cases, they are
driven to suicide. (The suicide rate
for policemen and psychiatri sts is
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severa l times the national average.)
Perh aps you can recognize some of

the se symptoms in people you know
- or even in yourself. These people
don't pray as much as th ey have in
the past. They become lax in th eir
Sabbath-keepin g, tith ing a nd Bible
study. They lose int erest in the Work
a nd gradua lly lose contact with it.
They withdraw from fellowship a nd
no long er participate in Church ac
tiviti es. They become very critical
a nd nega tive. They still a ttend ser
vices, but thei r hear ts are not in it.
Bit by bit , litt le by little, they begin
to leave the Church.

The Christian " burden"

Wh at ca n be done to prevent burn
out? S tudies of th e subject sugges t
t her e are some pro fessio ns t ha t
should not expect a lifetime commit 
ment. Perhaps people sho uld only be
expec ted to work at certai n jo bs for a
few years a t most. It was even sug
gested th at an effect ive working life
spa n for a nurse in a psych iatric ward
might be as short as 18 months.

W hic h is all very well for a psy
chia tr ic nurs e - but Chr istianity is a
lifet ime commitmen t! If God has
ca lled you to "endure to the end ,"
you ca n' t ju st quit a nd do something
else when the going gets rough . That
course of act ion plays right int o th e
hands of Sata n - the adve rsa ry who
is dedicat ed to the failure of God's
Ch urc h. As th e end time closes in
a nd th is earth becomes da rker and
darker , those whom Christ has ca lled
to be lights must be prepar ed to burn
br ighter.

So how do we help th ose who a re
burning out? And how do we avoid it
ourselves? It is a problem th at ca n
strike at anyone of us, from the least
to the grea tes t.

Our pa rt in God's Work , be it ever
so humble, involves a genu ine sacri
fice of our t ime, energy a nd money.
C hrist neve r pro mised t ha t th is
would be an easy tas k. As we grow in
commi tment a nd as th e de ma nds of
the end- time Work press more heavi
ly upon us, we ca n und erstand why
soine of the prophets described their
part in God's Work as a "burden"
(Nah. 1:1, Hab. 1:1, Mal. 1:1).

Before we ever set out to shoulde r
this burde n, Jesus Christ wa rned us
of exact ly what we were ge tting
into:
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"And whoeve r doth not bear his
cross, a nd come afte r me, ca nnot be
my disciple. For which of you, in
tending to build a tower, sitteth not
down first , and counteth the cost,
whet her he have sufficient to finish
it?" (Luke 14:27, 28).

He went on to warn us th at our
own resources would not be adequa te
for the task. We, with " ten thou
sand," would have to go out to meet
him th at co mes agai ns t .us with
" twe nty thousa nd" (verse 3 1)'. C hris t
leveled with us - He was going to .
ask us to shoulder a burden, or ca rry
a cross, th at from tim e to time would
a lmost become too heavy.

Of course, th e reward for th is ·
lab or is indeed hand some - etern al
life, ruling with Christ!

But sometimes thi s reward seems a
long way off, doesn't it ? T here are
times in all of our lives . when th e
vision blurs, and th e reward seems
unreal , too d istan t. Th e present, with
its fea rs and fru strati ons, become s
th e " rea l world. "

"T hese are the times when we a re
most in dan ger of burning out. That
is the typical human reaction, as
scie ntific resear ch has shown. It is
only th e most unu sual hu man being
who is cap abl e of prolonged self-sac
rifi ce without a tangible rew ard .
Mos t of God 's peopl e would not
claim to be unu sual hu man beings.
So, given th e situa tion, th e ca lling
an d the responsibilit y th at we have, it
is only human that we should burn
out - just like a nybody else .

God knows thi s. Th ere have been
tim es when some of his grea test and
most effective serva nts got discour
age d and felt like giving up .

Elija h, we are told, was a man just
like us (Jas. 5:17). Right on the heels
of one of his most significa nt achieve
ments, he felt like quitting.

In I Kings 18 we read of how Eli
jah faced th e 400 proph ets of Baal.
He stood a lone before th em , chal
lenged and ridiculed them, and then,
as the serva nt of God, per formed a
st unning miracle. The fa lse prophets
were arre sted by th e people, and Eli
jah supervised their execution. It was
a day th at left its mark on th e reli
gion of Israel for man y yea rs .

But Qu een Jezebel, furi ous at the
dest ruct ion of her re ligion, deter
mined to destroy Elija h and put a
pr ice on his head. Elijah had to flee

to a barren wilderness, where loneli 
ness and weariness began to get th e
bett er of him . He ca me close to burn
ing out (I King s 19) .

The proph et Jeremiah served God
faith fully in man y di fferent ways a ll
th rough his long life. But there were
moments whe n Je remia h's burden
becam e very heavy.

In Jeremiah 20:7- 10 he tells God,
in effect: " You dec eived me. You
mad e me do this job. , Eve ryo ne
lau ghs at me. I do your Work , a nd a ll
I ge t is persec ut ion. Even my friend s
a re out to get me. But if I say I am
quitti ng, you sti ll ma ke me do th e
Wo rk."

Strong words indeed to th e Cre
ator of the un iverse. But God did not
strike Jeremiah down. God knew Je
remiah was only human , an d the bur
den was getti ng heavy.

Like Elijah and Jeremiah , we too
become wea ry in well-do ing from
time to time a nd a re tempted to slip
qui etl y back int o the world .

We saw ea rlier how burned- out
policemen or nurses might do well to
face facts a nd quit their professions.
If they can be given honorabl e dis
cha rges th ey ca n leave without dis
grace a nd start again. But Ch rist has
not given us th at option.

But God has not left us helpless in
th e face of burn-ou t. Remember
God's prom ise: " T here hath no temp
tation taken you but suc h as is com
mon to man : but God is fai thful, who
will not suffer you to be tempted
above th at ye are able; but will wit h
the temptati on also make a way to
esca pe, th at ye may be able to bear
it" (l Cor . 10:13).

Preventive maintenance

C hrist knows wha t it is like to be
tempted. Today, He has been re
stored to a ll power a nd a uthority . But
He has not forgotten the experi ences
He underwent as a frail human be
ing. We a re told th at we have a High
Priest who can be touched with the
feeling of our infirmi ties (He b. 4: 15) .
He, as a man , had to cry out to His
Fat her for st rength. He had to avo id
a burn-out th at would have had
tr agic consequ ences both for Himself
and a ll mankind .

C hrist knows tha t there is a limit
to mere human strength and will. He
knows we a re vulnera ble a nd has
shown us how to gua rd against it.
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How?
By preventive maintenance. Any

one who owns an automobile knows
, that it is better and cheaper to give it

routine servicing than to try to repair
it after something has gone wrong. A
good mechanic understands the
things that can go wrong and knows
how to guard against them happen
ing. He maintains the right amount
of oil in the engine, fluid in the brake
system and air in the tires.

We C hristia ns should also know
what can go wrong. We need to
always keep in focus that the Chris
tian calling was not promised to be a
bed of roses .

We were told to "strive to enter in
at the stra it gate" (Luke 13:24), to
"fight the good fight of faith" (I
Tim. 6: 12) and to labor "to enter into
that re st" (Heb. 4 :11) . Striving,
fighting 'a nd laboring are strenuous
·activit ies. If we are to continue to
help with the Work, we must take
care of ourselves, as we would a car
that we expect to work well.

The Bible shows us what preven-'
tive maintenance we need: regular
contact with God and regular contact
with the Church.

Herbert W . Armstrong has always
said that God's Work is not the work
of men - it is a work-of faith. Mere
men can 't do the Work of God.

After He had returned to heaven ,
Jesus Christ would not allow His first
apostles to even begin their work
until He sent them the Holy Spirit on
the day of Pentecost. He knew that, I

humanly speaking, they were inade
quate. They knew that too . They
cowered in the upper room, not
knowing how, where or what to be
gin. But once the Holy Spirit -carne
- well , you know that story.

It is the same today. We of our
selves, are not adequate for our part
in God's Work. As God places a

"greater load on us (which He will do
if we are growing), there will be
times when we will stagger.

We are like weight lifters. Howev
er strong a weight lifter may be,
there comes a point when he simply
cannot lift any more. If he is to carry

. the extra load, he must get help.
Knowing that we would need help,

Christ sent us the Holy Spirit - the
same fuel His Father sent Him when
He was on earth doing the Work.
With the Holy Spirit, the apostles
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were able to fulfill their great com
mission . Armed with the same Spirit,
we can finish our jobs too .

The Spirit of God never burns out.
But it can be quenched by neglect.
And when the Spirit is quenched,
remember that it is only a matter of
time before we burn out. Think of
what -ha ppens to your car .engine if
you neglect to maintain its oil pres
sure.

Paul told Timothy, a young man
heavily committed to the Work, to
"stir up the gift of God [the Holy

. Spirit], which is in thee by the put
ting on of my hands" (II Tim. 1:6).

He told another young minister to
remind the congregation to maintain
good works (Tit. 3:8). Paul knew that
God gives His Spirit only to those
who worship and obey Him.

Guarding against burn-out

So how do we, as Christians, per
form the essential preventive mainte
nance? By keeping close to God in
prayer and by keeping close to His
law by doing the right things . God's
Spirit can then flow through us 
like engine oil - preventing the wear
that leads to burn-out.

Learn from the apostle Paul. He
carried one of the heaviest burdens
that God has asked of any man. He
knew that even if he was humanly
brilliant, energetic, zealous and dedi
cated, he could not make it by him
self. Unless he had the same fuel
driving him that Christ had, he
would burn out.

Paul meant it when he said, "I am
crucified with Christ: nevertheless I
live; yet not I, but Christ liveth in me:
and the life which -I now live in the
flesh I live by the faith of the Son of
God" (Gal. 2:20).

There is one other way we can
guard against burn-out. The re
searchers found that burn-out is not
inevitable. Some people in the help
ing professions keep on going year
after year, producing. And they
maintain a healthy attitude toward
their wo~k and toward those they
serve.

How do they cope? The research
ers found that one thing these people
had in common was the ability to
share their feelings of weakness and
frustration with others who under
stand. Successful doctors, policemen
and counselors will act as props for

each other. They have learned how
valuable this support can be .

Christ knew that His followers
. would need this kind of relationship.
- He made special provision for those

who might find themselves lonely in
the Church:

"There is no man that hath left
house, or brethren, or sisters, or fa
ther, or mother, or wife, or children,
or lands, for my, sake, and the gos
pel's, But he shall receive an hun
dredfold now in this time, houses,
and brethren, and sisters, and moth
ers , and children, and lands, with
persecutions; and in the world to
come eternal life" (Mark 10:29-30).
Perhaps those in danger of burning
out need to reassess the value of these .
spiritual relatives .

The prophet Malachi foresaw a
time when some members of the
Church, tired of waiting for their
reward, would say: " It is vain to serve
God: and what profit is it that we
have kept his ordinance, and that we
have walked mournfully before the
Lord of hosts? And now we call the
proud happy; yea, they that work
wickedness are set up; yea , they that
tempt God are even delivered" (Mal.
3: 14-15).

But Malachi also saw another
group " tha t feared the Lord [and]
spake often one to another" (verse
16) and thus kept the vision, kept the
faith and kept 'going,

No useless members

There is no such thing as a useless
member of the Church - one who
can afford to let himself or herself
burn out and not be missed. God
doesn't call people He doesn't want.
The Body of Christ needs the effec
tive working together of every part
(Eph. 4: 16).

Paul said the Church should be
come knit together in love (Col.
2:2) . Take a look at a piece of knit
ting. Notice how no stitch can exist
by itself. Its existence depends on
its connections to still 'more stitches,
and so on until the whole garment
is knit together with thousands of
interconnecting stitches, each giving
to and gaining support from the
others.

The New Testament instructs the ,
Church to not forsake assembling
together, to prefer one another's

(Continued on page 29)

The GOOD NEWS March 1980



Eerna l life is promised to Chris
tians. They are set apart as sons
of God - legal heirs of the

Kingdom of God. But how is this
setting apart done? God is not the
author of confusion. He has not left
the records of those who are to inher
it eternal life in haphazard disarray.

The legal recording of those who
ha ve become begotten Sons of God is
a real facet of God's plan of salva
tion . This recording process becomes
fully clear only when one truly un
derstands the God-ordained purpose
for the book of life .

Mankind has not known God's
intent for this book - most have never
even known of its existence, and many
who have seen it mentioned in the
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Bible are confused as to'its meaning
and ignorant of its purpose.

Man 's purpose revealed

It is God's desire to "have all men to
be saved, and to come unto the knowl
edge of the truth" (I Tim. 2:4). This
was the ultimate purpose from the
beginning, and it has never changed.
God intended that mankind be born
into His <Fa mily before Adam was
created, He intends it today and qual
ifying humans to share eternal God
life with Him will continue to be His
unswerving purpose until everyone
who has ever lived has had his chance
to become God's son .

The prophet Daniel understood
God's purpose for mankind. He wrote,

"And they that be wise shall shine as
the brightness of the firmament: and
they that turn many to righteousness
[shall shine1as the stars for ever and
ever" (Dan. 12:3) .

This prophecy, which also mentions
a terrible tribulation culminating in
the Day of the Lord and the resur
rection of the dead (verses 1-3), states
that those who arc to be delivered are
"written in the book" (verse I) . This

. volume is the book of life. In other
words, to be given eternal life and
entrance into God's Kingdom, it is
necessary to be found in this book.

Church being judged now

"For the time is come that judg
ment must begin at the house

7



[household or family] of God" (I
Pet. 4:17). God's Church - and
only His Chu rch - is being tested
and tried now in preparation for
eternal life. Buf w hy are we being
judged now? Why, of all the people
in the world, is God deciding our
qualifications for birth into His
Family on the basis of our actions
now? At what precise moment does
eternity come to hang in the bal
ance for the Christian? ,

Notice the ex~;nple or' Abra ham,
Isaac, Jacob and the other servants
of God. Christ did call some few
people in the first 4,000 years of
world history - and they did have
their chance for salvation. These
Old Testament servants of God
were judged in their lifetimes. They;'
like us, had God's Holy 'Spirit and
were His true people. But why? '
There is an important but often
overlooked bond these people of by
gone eons have in common with us
today. A specific legal document
determines when each '&:servant of
God officially begins his 'preparation
for eternity.

"And there shall in no wise enter
into it any thing that defileth, neither
whatsoever worketh abomination, or

_ maketh a lie: but they which are
written in the Lamb's book of life':
(Rev. 21 :27). Here is the answer.
Everyone who will ever live in the
Kingdom of God as members of
God's Family must have their names
entered in this book!

Matthew 8:I I plainly says that
Abraham, Isaac and Jacob will be in
the Kingdom of God. They represent
the faithful men and women in the
past who were tested and who quali
fied for eternal life. They will become

, members of God 's Family. Their
names are in the book of life!

Now notice an experience in 'the
life of Moses, another of the faithful
few in the Old Testament. T ne
people of Israel had committed a
grievous sin against God, forsaking
the covenant He so generously made
with them. As a result, God was
ready to punish by death the entire
nation, as death is the penalty for sin
(Rom. 6:23). .

Moses, understanding the finality
of Israel's punishment, went before
God to plead for mercy for the na
tion. In doing so, he offered to relin
quish his most precious possession'-
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the legal right to membership in
God's Family .

"Oh, this people have sinned a
great sin, and have made them gods
of gold. Yet n5w, if thou wilt forgive
their sin - ; and ,if not, blot me, I
pray thee, out of thy book which thou
hast written" (Ex. 32:31-32) .

Moses already had his name in the
book of life. He recognized it to rep
resent. his legals right -'-- if he ' re
mained faithful ',,-- to enter God's
Kingdom that was much later to
come to the earth.

Moses offered to substitute his
opportunity for salvation to redeem
the nation of Israel! God answered
that this is not possible. God rejects
no m<ln, unlcs.~he personally chooses
to reject God;? "Whosoever hath
sinned against me, him will I blot oui
of my book" (verse 33).

The New Testament likewise re
veals the existence of this book. In

' giving various instructions to the
church at Philippi, Paul enumerated
several Christia ns "whose/names are
in the book oflife" (Phi[4:3f . ,

God;s plan to add members to His
Family has always included the book
of life. Explained to only a few, its
purpose has remained hidden knowl
edge. However, God's elect in every
age have known.of the existence ,<lnd
solemn purpose of the :book of .life.
Having your name in the book of life
is the legal difference between eter
nal life and death!

Is it the Bible?

It is assumed by many that the
booktof life isj ust another, name for
the Bible. Thisexplanatibh may sat
isfy the curiosity of some, but such
conjecture is not scriptural. In the
first place, it is self-evident that all
the people who will be in the resur
rection do not have their names writ-
ten in the Bible. '%5

Revelation 22:19 estafilishes asep
arate ident ity for these two bOOKS
once and for all: "And if any man
shall take away from the words of the
book of this prophecy [the Bible],
God, shall take away his part out of
the book of life."

Obyio usly ,from ' the "foregoing
statements of Moses, Paol and John,
who wrote Revelation, the book of
life is a real book apart from the
Bible. It must be taken seriously.

Whose names are included in the

book of life? When are these names
registered? Can they be taken out? If
so, how? And, just as important,
whose names are not there?

When are God's sons named?

When does one become a member
of God's Fami ly?

Paul explained that God's begot
ten children are "sea led with that
Holy Spirit ofpromise [of ultimately
receiving eternal life], which is the
earnest of our inheri tance until the
redemption of the purchased posses
sion" (Eph. 1:13-14) . The receiving
of God's Spirit, this "earnest" pay
ment, spirit ually begets us as mem
bers of God's Family.

'~For as many as are led by the
Spirit of God, they are the sons of
God .. . the Spirit itself beareth wit
ness with our spirit , that we are the
children of God" (Rom. 8:14,16).
We receive the Holy Spirit after a
real repentance and baptism (Acts
2:38). So those who receive the Holy
Spirit-become begotten .sons of God
at that moment. if •

God's government isnot tangled with
.confusion and needless .bureaucracy.
Christ keeps records, using the book of
life in much the same wayas communi
ties keep civil records of births. It is an
authoritative, legal record attes ting
tHat the names listed there designate
begotten members of the royal Family,
to be resurrected and born into eternal
lifeat Christ's return .

God's book records, in effect, that a
person has completely repented, come
to believe Christ, been baptized and

· h i s ' ~j n s forgiven, that he has received
the Holy Spirit and that he is a begot
ten son of God. Each person's name is
written into the bookwhen he is begot
ten as a sonof God.

Many people do not value baptism
or the laying on of hands as they
should, not fully realizing the sacred
in1portance of this ceremony, nor
that their names are being entered
into the book of life. The angels in
heaven rejoice when one sinner re
pents, is baptized, receives God's
Spirit and is recorded in the book!

Exception ~ to the rul,e

At this point, other scriptures,
which may present questions as to
when one's name is inscribed in the
book of life, need explanation.

, It is important to remember that
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the book of life is specifically men
tioned in scripture only II times.
Every facet of its role in God's plan is
not clearly revealed, and certainly,
technica l questions remai n. Conse
quently, there appear to be excep
tions to the general rule that one's
name is recorded at reception of the
Holy Spirit, but these do not alter the
normal manner in .which God dea ls
with the overwhelming majority of
His people. '

One such exception may be the
early New Testament apostles them
selves. Notice Luke 10:20, where
Christ tells them, " Rejoice not, that
the spirits are subject unto you: but
rather, because your names are writ
ten in heaven."

These men forme d a group unique
in all history. Christ dealt with them
face-to-face during His earthly min
istry, and their lives and work were to
be the foundation of the New Testa
ment Church . Apparently, their
names may have been written in
God's book-before they received the
Holy Spirit on the day of Pentecost,
A.D. 31.

The apostle Paul presents another
exceptional case. The Bible does not
mention Pa ul in relation to the book
of life, yet it does record that he was
separated for God's service from
birth (Gal. 1:15).

This may mean that Paul's name,
too, was included in the book of life
before receiving God's Spirit. Paul
lived an unusual life in the service of
God, and according to his own words,
he was ca lled to be an apostle "o ut of
duetirile"( I Cor. 15:8) .

One last scripture that may pre
sent a question is Revelation 17:8,
"And they that dwell on the earth
shall wonder, whosenames were not
written in the book of life from the
foundation of the world."

Does this verse sup port the predes
tination of specific people from cre
ation? No. The phrase "from the
foundation of the world " does not
refer to the names, but rather to the
book . This scripture does not teach
the general predestination of man
kind, but simply reveals that the book
of life has' been in existence from the
beginning.

Additional names to be entered

After the ' fi rs t resurrection,
there is yet another time when this
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book will be in use: "And I saw a
great white throne .. . and I saw
the dead, small and great, stand
before God: an d the books [the

'B ible] were opened: and another
book was opened, which is the
book of life" (Rev. 20: 11 -12).

The Great White Throne Judg
ment is the time salvation is offered
to the billions of people who have
never been called by God, and God
J~as call,t;dvery fe;v during the last
6;000 years of earth's history. Any
offer of life demands the presence of
the book of life.

These multitudes never had a
previous chance, never had their
names in the book. Most peop le
have lived and die d never Knowing

.of this bOOK, mu~h less being in-
cludedin it. Salvation has never
been generally offered to man 
only to a select few in the Old
Testament and to those whom God
calls now. The vast majority of
people have yet to be numbered in
the book; of life. .¥ \

These are the ones to be brought
back to phys ical life for the express
purpose of being judged worthy or
not worthy, by Christ, of receiving
eternal life: "And the dead [bro ught
back to life in the second resur
rection] were ju dged out of those

pt hings which wer¢ written . in the
bOOKS [the Bible], according to their
works" (verse 13).

The book of life being open at this
time (verse 12) symbolizes that the
opportunity to gain eternal life still
exists for these uncounted billions!

, Additional names.can be inscribed in
'J he book of life when these people are
brought to repentance and receive
God's Spirit. And apparently, most
will make the right choice when it is
offered to them.

Can names be taken out?

Once a personishas qua lified to
have his name inscribed in this spe
cial book, is it ever possible to have it
removed? Unfortunately, ' though
God's Word never fails, man may
falter. One may not continue as a
begotten mem ber of God's Family if
he willfully chooses, the way of dis,
obedience and death. Such a grievous
sin will disqualify him to become a
son of God.

Remember Paul's admonition! As
a true Christian, his name was in the

book of life, yet he said, " I keep
under my body, and bring it into
subjection: lest that by any means,
when I have 'preached to ot hers, I
myself-should be a castaway" ( I Cor.
9:27).
. Yes, man can disq ua lify himself
and lose out completely on God's
wonderful promises. When one is
granted repentance, is baptized and
receives God's Ho ly Spirit, he re
ceives his only cha nce of salvation.
At that time, Christ places his
name in the book of life - legal
attestation that this person is a be
gotten son of God qualifying to be
born into His Family. If the person
rejects God's way of life, disqualify
ing himse lf, he forever loses this
opportuni ty.

Notice: "Therefore let us go
on un to perfection For it is
impossible for those who were
once enlightened, and have tasted
of the heavenly gift , and were made
partakers of the Holy Sp irit . . . If
they shall fall away, to renew them

--a ga in unto repentance" ( He b.
6:1, 4, 6). A Christian's life is seri
ous business.

If one commits this unpardon
able. unrepentable sin. he has aban
doned his opportunity to enter
God 's Kingdom. He has forsaken
and lost God's Spirit. He is no long
er a member of God's Church, and
his name is blotted out of the book
of life.

John explains, "He that overcom
eth, the same shall be clothed in

. white raiment; and I will not blot
his name out of the book of life"
(Rev. 3:5) . If one commits the un
pardonable sin, his name is to be
blotted out of the book. T his sym
bolizes the eternal punishment to be
meted out to reprobate sinners in
the lake of fire.

Christ is ret urning soon to govern
this earth. At that time He will grant
eternal life to all those from the time
of Adam whose na mes are found
written in His book!

Think of the privilege, the glory
and the life God offers His begotten
sons. His gift to man is membership
in the Family of God, forever recog
nized in this great bOOK of royal
records. One's name in the book of
life is a precious possession. It is the
difference between life and death 
for eternity. 0
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Footwashing:
Onlya Lesson
in Humility?·

Once a year, Christians are commanded to follow the example
of Jesus Christ in performing the foot -washing ceremony He

instituted on the eve of His crucifixion. But why?

By Ste phe n K. Hart

W hen men and wome n wore
sanda ls - shoes open at the

toes a nd on top - and com 
monly went barefoot as the y walked
the du st y a nd som et im es muddy
roads a nd stree ts, the ac t of foot
was hing was a hospitable a menity
extended to guests upon a rriva l at the
home of their host.

It was usu a lly per form ed by a
serva nt or by -the wife of th e host ,
whi le the gues ts recl ined a t th e
table.

Jesus - the serva nt - performed
thi s lowly service for His disciples on
the night of His final Passover.

A humbling ordinance

John's account of this event has
specia l significance when compared
with the par all el accounts by th e
other gospel writers (J ohn 13) . Th e
sy no ptics (M atthew, Mark a nd
Luk e) describe the part akin g of the
bread a nd wine. John does not men
tion this, but replaces it with th e foot
was hing incide nt. The explana tion is
that ther e is a deeper mean ing in the
foot-wash ing episode th an is at first
appa rent.

T he basic significa nce of foot
was hing seems obvious. John 13:14
17 sta tes explicit ly th at Jesus' was h
ing of th e disciples' fee t was a n
exam ple of self-sacrific ing humility
for them to imitate. Certainl y thi s
lesson of servi ce is not to be underes
tim ated . In the first century - as so
often today - hum ility was despised
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as a sign of weakn ess rather than
being seen as a virtue.

But Jesus mad e it a requ irement
for sa lvat ion. Thus the foot-washing
incident is a n en actment of H is
teaching:

" W hosoever will be gr eat among
you, shall be your mini ster: And who
soever of you will be the chiefest , sha ll
be serva nt of all" (Ma rk 10:43-44) .

A deeper meaning

Yet there is more to it than thi s
simple int erpret at ion. For example,
John 13:8 ind icates th at Jesus' act of
was hing the disciples' feet was essen
t ial to them if th ey were to inherit
God's Kingdom, "I f I wash thee not,
thou hast no part with me." In verses
10 and II , Je sus seems to impl y th at
His acti on al so represents a cleansing
from sin: "Ye are clean, but not all.
For he knew who should betray him;
th erefore sai d he, ye a re not a ll
clean ."

More over , if Christ only intended
foot washing to teach humility, th en
why should He have sta ted in verse 7
th at they would only understand it
lat er , presum abl y afte r His resur
recti on? For Christ immedia te ly ex
plained the lesson of humility th at
could be learned from His ac t ions in
verses 12 through 17. Clearly some
thing more th an a pattern of service
is being establi shed here . .

Besides being a n exa mple of hu 
mility, the foot was hing was a lso a
prophetic indication of C hrist' s ap~

proaching crucifixion. In lower ing
Himsel f to was h His disciples' feet ,
Jesu s a nticipa ted Hi s humi lia tion
in dea th , in th e sa me wa y th at
Mary's actio ns in John 12:1-8 fore
shadowed t he a noi nti ng of His
bod y for buria l. Not ice verse 7,
"Then sai d Jesus, let her a lone:'
aga ins t the da y of my bu rying
hath she kept th is [oin t ment ] ."
Foot was hing was a n ac t of service
for othe rs, symbol ic of the se rvice
Christ render ed to me n in la ying
down H is life for the m.

C hrist "l aid aside" His ga rments
to do the foot wash ing (John 13:4).
Th e same Greek word tith enai is a lso
used in John 10:11 , 15, 17, 18, where
Ch rist spoke of "l aying down" His
life for mankind. A delib erat e pa ral
lel ? Perhaps, espe ciall y since the
sa me Greek verb lambenein, mea n
ing take up , is used in both John
13:12, in reference to Jesus' ga r
ment s, a nd John 10:17-18, in refer
ence to His life.

A vita l observance

T hus John's rendering of the foot
washing ceremony br ings to mind
C hrist's sacrifice. And thi s would
exp lain why Je sus sta ted th at the foot
washi ng was necessar y if the disci
ples were to sha re in His her itag e
(ver se 8) , a nd why it would render
them clean (ve rse 10). O nly His
deat h on the cros s could reconcile
th em to God th e Father a nd Christ 's
resu rr ect ion a nd ga in th em sa lvation,
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through paying the price for their
sins a nd making it possible for them
to repent and be accepted by God as
righteous. ,

N a tura lly, the disciples wouldn't
understand this symbolism until after
Christ's death (verse 7), an d as a result
Jesus met wit h resistance from Peter,
whe n it ca me His tu rn to have His feet
washe d. Peter attempted to rep udia te
Je sus' humbling of Himself. But Jesus
insisted that if Peter refused to allow
Him towash His feet-that is, if Peter
didn 't accept the significance behind
Christ's actions - then he could not
have a pa rt in the destiny of his Master
(ver se 8) .

Why continue the ceremony?

Then, imp ulsively, Pet er went to
the other extreme a nd asked th a t
Je sus wash his entire body in orde r to
show his devotion to Him. To correct
thi s second extreme, Jes us explained
(verse 10) that j a man who has
bathed before going out to ' dinner
does not need to wash his entire body
ag ain upon arrival at the home of his
host , but only his feet, which have
become dusty on the road.

But why shou ld Jo hn include th is bit
of discourse ? Is it a reference to th e
sta te of cleanness from sin that believ
ers, including Christians today,
sha re? The one non believer there,
Judas, was not clean (verse 11) . Was
Christ indicating that it was still nec
essar y for believers, though cleansed
by the sacrifice of Christ, to perio di
cally be cleansed of the "travel stains"
that they have acq uired th roughout
the year? If so, the foot-washing cere
mony was instituted to sym bolize a
yearl y renewal of and rededication to
one 's initial conversion and res ulti ng
cleanness through baptism.

In other words, it represents the
constant renewal of grace required to
cover one's dail y sins after the initial
j us t i f ica tio n brought through
Christ's sacrifice.

When the symbolism beh ind the
simple ac t of foot was hing is seen , the
truth in Jes us' statement is given
added emphasis, "If I wash thee not,
th ou hast no part with me. " If we
refu se to have our feet washed yea r
by yea r, it could be viewed as a sym
bolic refu sal of further and continued
reli ance on the sacrifice of Christ on
the cross a nd the resulting justifica
tion offered to sinners by God . 0
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11 hough there is much specula
tion about who the patriarch
Jo b real ly was a nd where an d

when he lived, there are, fort una tely,
fewer questions a bout the central
theme of his remarkable book (as
suming he was the a uthor).

It seems sa fe to say Job lived
sometime between Abraham and the
exodus. He was extremely wealthy
- the richest man of the east.

He lived in the lan d ofUz, bu t where
in the east was Uz ? Most place iton the

eastern edge of Pa lest ine; somewhere
between Damascus on the north and
Petra on the south.

The outsta nding characteristic of
Job was his degree of piety. He knew
the law of God and dutifully ob
served it. He even offered burnt
offerings to God just in case his chil
dren had sinned (Job 1:5) .

God calls a meeting

Now God actively governs the uni 
verse, and at a prearranged time-the
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archangels came to report the prog
ress of their activities (verse 6). Sa
tan was among them, for he had been
assigned the care of the earth before
the creation of Adam.

God asked him what he had been
doing, and he replied that · he had
been "going to and fro in the earth,
and . . . walking up and down in it"
(verse 7). He neglected to reveal the
reason he was so busy - he was
looking for humans he might antago
nize against God (I Pet. 5:8) .

And God said: "Have you seen
Job? There's nobody like him in all
the earth . He's perfect, upright, fears
God and hates evil."

But Satan answered with sarcasm:
"Why shouldn't he worship you? As
long as you protect him and give him
everything on a silver platter, he'll
appear righteous. But just take a few
blessings away and he'll curse youto
your face!"

Satan was eager to prove his point,
so God gave him authority over all
that Job had , except he was not to lay
a hand on Job.

The adversary departed to begin
his evil work, not knowing that God
was actually using him to chasten
Job for a good reason - to further
improve the man's exemplary char
acter .

Attacked by Satan

Satan didn't waste time. He began
a merciless barrage.

First he caused the Sa beans to kill
Job's field hands and take his 500 ox
teams and 500 she asses .

While Job was receiving this dis
tressing news, . another messenger
came running to tell him a great fire
had burned his sheep and shepherds.
His trusted servants and more than
7,000 animals had been lost!

This messenger was just finishing
his story when one of Job's camel
drivers came bleeding and ragged to
pour out his own story of terror. The
Chaldeans had ambushed them and
killed all but himself, stealing Job's
3,000 camels.

Job's mind was reeling! But before
he could begin to sort out the turmoil
in his brain, another servant came
running with the most horrible news
of all - Job's sons and daughters
had been feasting at his eldest son's
home when it was destroyed by a
tornado - all were dead!
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Job fell to the earth, totally
broken. Satan had caused each suc
ceeding calamity to be greater than
the one before. Loss of his children
was the crowning blow.

After a few moments he arose, tore
his clothing in mourning, shaved his
head and bowed down to worship
God. He said, "Naked came lout of
my mother's womb, and naked shall 1
return ' thither: the Eternal gave, and
the Eternal hath taken away; blessed
be the name of the Eternal" (Job
1:21) . And in spite of his great trage
dy, Job didn't sin.

Another meeting in heaven

Following this, ' there was another
meeting in heaven, and God inquired
of Satan what he thought of Job now,
"Doesn't he still hold to his integrity,
even though you gained permission .
from me to persecute him without
cause?" (see Job 2:3).

But Satan replied : "He's only in
terested in his own skin, and will give
anything to save it. Just touch his
bone and flesh, and he'll curse you to
your face!"

Now God loved Job, and was con
fident that these trials would bring
him to greater understanding and
more perfect character. So he al
lowed Satan to return and strike
Job's very body, but to refrain from
taking his life.

Satan struck the man with boils,
from the top of his head to the soles
of his feet. And Job had to scrape his
running sores with pieces of broken
pottery. The pains were so severe on
his posterior that he sought relief by
sitting on a mound of soft ashes.

As if his agony wasn 't enough, his
wife began to chide him: "Do you
still maintain your integrity? Curse
God and die!"

But Job replied: "You're talking as
a fool. Should we expect only good at
the hand of the Eternal? He has the
right to bring evil also." And Job did
not sin with his lips.

Job's three friends

Three of Job's closest and wisest
friends, Eliphaz, Bildad and Zophar,
heard of his calamity and set an
appointed time to visit him. The trip
was carefully planned, for they came
considerable distances.

When they approached, they
couldn 't believe their eyes. Job's face

was so covered with boils he wasn't
recognizable. They wept , tore their
coats and sprinkled dust on their

, . heads in deep mourning. They were
so stunned by the turn of events in
Job's life and so dedicated to him as
friends, that they sat with him on the
ground and fasted seven days and
nights without speaking.

Finally Job spoke . He condemned
the day of his birth, saying if he had
never been born - or had been priv
ileged to die at birth - at least he
would now have rest. He indicated
that he feared calamity, but saw no
reason for it when it came. For he
had been doing nothing differently
from what he had done before. He
had continually obeyed God's laws .

What follows, in chapters 4
through 31, is an example of eloquent

. ignorance. Job's friends prepare and
deliver long discourses as to why he is
suffering, and he in turn refutes
them. His friends, without specifical 
ly accusing him, insist he is guilty of
some horrible sin by pointing to his
calamity as evidence.

Eliphaz, the first speaker, mistak
enly argues: "who ever perished, be
ing innocent? or where were the righ
teous ever cut off? ... they that plow .
iniquity, and sow wickedness, reap
the same" (Job 4:7-8) . He went on to
proudly repeat some erroneous
thoughts that a spirit had given him
in a vision - that no man can be
accepted as pure in God's sight. Then
he gently told Job to repent, to
acknowledge his calamity as correc
tion for his sin, and he would again
be blessed. .

But Job maintained his innocence
before his friends and God . He told
Eliphazhis eloquent speech had been
wasted on a righteous man! He chal
lenged his friends to show him his sin
- if they could find an error.

Then Bildad gave his speech, con-
, demning Job for arrogance toward

God. He insisted that as long as Job
denied his affliction was punishment .
for sin, he was, by his actions, accus
ing God of perverted justice. But Job
maintained that God had a right to
do whatever He wanted to do, and '
He had evidently chosen to afflict
Job without a cause. He implied he
was perfect, but openly saying so
would be an improper thing to do
(Job 9:20-22) .

Zophar mainly argued along the
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same lines , more forcefully accusing
Job of dodging the good advice of his
"friends" on the pretext of being
innocent. In effect , he called Job a
liar. And the discu ssion became a bit
heat ed .

Job retorted: " W hen you three die ;
no doubt a ll wisdom will perish with
you! Give me some credit for having
brain s of my own!" (see Job 12:1-2).
He challenged them to quit accusing
and show him his errors if the y were
so wise. If he saw the sin, he would
willingly repent. Otherwise, he in
sisted, they should behave like true
friends and comfort him .

The gre at deb ate about Job's infir
mit y continued. His friends insisted
he was somehow guilty of incurring
God 's wrath, and God would show
him no merc y as long as he main
tained his false righteousness . This,
of cour se, made them more righteous
in their own conceit than Job. He ,
meanwhile, condemned them as dis
loyal friends and maintained that if
Godtook his life tod ay, he would be
worthy of immorta lity (J ob 19:26) .

Job went on to show his gre at
knowledge about God's spiritua l and
physical laws . He gave a discourse on
the depth a nd breadth of God 's
power and infinit e wisdom - he cer
tainl y respected God and knew how
to refrain from sin. Th en he re
minded them how great he had been
before his troubles '- highly re
spected for his wisdom, righteousness
and wealth. He was righteous then
and righteous now!

His friends had nothing more to
say, for Job was adamant about his
righteousness.

A new voice

This great debate , which had
lasted several days, had drawn quite
a group of observers. Among them
was a young man riamed Elihu . And
seeing that Job had decl ared he was
through talking, and his friend s were
through arguing, the young man un
expectedly arose and took the floor.

He was angry at Job for justifying
himself rather than God : And he was
angry at his friend s for acc using Job
with out understanding his error. He
told them he had rem ained quiet out
of respect for their ages, but now he
would speak - filled with the inspi
rat ion of God (Job 32:1-20) .

Elihu recounted their reasonings
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and began to explain their fallacies.
He told Job that God was dealing
with him , not as an enemy, but as a
friend - that God was merciful , not
cruel, and that God doesn 't puni sh
without a cau se.

He went on to explain that God
will often correct a man to save him
from destroying himself, pointing
out, in effect , that even one who is
righteous according to the law need s
refinement from a loving God .

He spared no word s in telling Job
his turmoil was caused by his own
vanity. He held his righteousness in
higher esteem than God 's righteous
ness (Job 35:2). All of his words were
vain, and God doesn't waste His time
listening to vanity (verses 13-16) .
Elihu went on to say that Job might
know the letter of the law, but fell far
short in knowing the magn ificence of
the Creator God. " To uching the Al
mighty, we cannot find him out: he is
excellent in power , and in judgment,
and in plenty of justice: he will not
afflict. Men do therefore fear him: he
respecteth not an y that are wise of
heart" (Job 37:23-24).

God Himself speaks

There followed a discourse by the
Creator Him self. He expanded on
Elihu 's speech, addressing Job as the
one who " da rkenet h counsel by
word s without knowledge" (Job
38:2) . Then He told him to start act
-ing like a man , for He had some
questions for him!

God, through a series of wonderful
question s impossible for Job to an
swer, pointedly illustrated the great
gulf between puny man and the awe
some mind of the Creator God. He
challenged Job to answer the un
sea rcha ble questions of the universe:

Wh ere was Job when the found a
tions of earth were laid? Who deter- ,
mined the size ? Who fastened it in
space? Wh o controls life and death
or light and darkness? Wh o designed
the nature of man and anima ls and
the beauty of creation? Who created
all in perfect balance?

Then God asked Job: "Shall he
[Job] that contendeth with the Al
mighty instruct Him '? he that reprov
eth God , let him answer it" (J ob
40:2) .

And Job sa id: "Behold I am vile;
what can I answer you? I lay my
hand to my mouth ."

God continued: " W ill you also dis
annul my judgment? Will you con
demn Me so you can be righteous?
Can you search out the proud and
humble him?" (T his was exactly

-what God was doing to Job, and Job
knew it!) And then God sa id, " If you
can do all the se things, surely you
can save your self by your own ef
forts!" (see Job 40:14) .

Job sees himself

Then Job answered God , admit
ting he had spoken without wisdom
and that his words were vain . He
confessed he hadn't reall y known
God , but now he understood what
God was reall y like for the first time.
He was guilty of the sin of self-righ
teousness and vain pride. He under
stood his chastening. He saw the
foolishness of setting limits on divine
wisdom and purpose and humbled
himself before his Maker.

He sa id, in Job 42:6, "I abhor
myself, and repent in dust , and
as hes."

Then God corrected Job's three
friends, for they had pictured Him as
a har sh God, without mercy and
compassion . And they had foolishly
pretended to understand the mind of
God better than Job had .

God told Eliph az, Bildad and Zo
phar to sac rifice seven bullocks and
seven ram s for a burnt offering, and
ask Job to pray for them. For God
sa id H e would ac c e p t J ob ' s
prayer.

When thi s was done , God " turned
the captivity of Job" (verse 10) 
meaning when Job had repented and
also forgiven his friends, God took
him out of Sat an's tormenting hands.
He had learned a lesson ab out how
God mercifully works with men to
bring them to repentance, as well as
the true meaning of righteousness
and humility. Thi s is probably where
Job got his name, for Job means
repentant.

Then God restored Job 's health
and wealth, giving him twice as
much as he had before. The respect
of' his relatives and friends was re
sto red also. God even gave him seven
sons and three beautiful daughters to
replace those Satan had killed.

To these blessings was added a
long and full life. For God gave Job
140 more .yea rs to walk with Him
on the earth. - By Art Ferdig 0
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Ethyl alcohol may be, to various people at various times, a source
of enjoyment, a party beverage, an antiseptic, a depressant, an

anesthetic, part of a religious observance or an addictive drug. It all
depends on who is using it and how. Christians need to be aware of

the properties of alcohol and of the proper uses for which God
intended it.

, I

XCOhOI can be either a blessing
or a curse, depending on how

it is used. Most people who
drink alcoholic beverages find them
to be a blessing. On the other hand,
sadly, there are a few who find 
through abuse of such beverages 
that alcohol can be a curse. This
group includes the approximately 10
percent of drinkers who develop the
malady of.alcoholism, which destroys
them physically, mentally and spiri
tually.

It doesn't matter whether the alco
hol is consumed in beer, wine , whis
key, gin , vodka, vanilla extract or
mouthwash - they all contain the
same ethyl alcohol or ethanol
(C 2H sOH), and people need to be
aware of the proper - and improper
- uses of this chemical.

The Bible reveals three basic prop
er uses for alcohol: religious, medici 
nal and for enjoyment.

Religious uses of alcohol

In the Old Testament alcoholic
beverages were important in various
aspects of religious observance.

God's people, Israel, were . com
manded to include drink offerings of
wine with the burnt offerings they
made to God (e.g. Num. 15:5,7,10) .
Wine was among those blessings of
which the Israelites payed tithes and
gave offerings to their Creator (Neh.
10:39, 13:5) .

Old Testament prophecies of the
Millennium envision a world 'of ma
terial as well as spiritual blessings for

geveryone, and wine is used to symbol
~ ize those physical riches (Amos
~9:13). Alcohol, used properly, will
~ add another dimension of happiness
~ to the thousand-year reign of Jesus
~ Christ on earth .
~ Abstinence from alcohol was also
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religiously significant In special
cases.

Those who took Nazarite vows
were to abstain from "wine and
strong drink" (Num. 6:1-3). The Is
raelite hero Samson was a Nazarite;
part of his vow, as the angel told his
parents, was that he drink no wine or .
strong drink (Judg. 13:7).

As an act of worship to God, Dan
iel, Hananiah, Mishael and Azariah
refused to eat the king's food and
drink his wine while they were in
captivity in pagan Babylon, choosing
instead to eat pulse and drink water
(Dan. 1:8), and they were blessed for
doingso.

Wine is used to represent the sins
of the great whore of Revelation,
where the world 's kings are said to be
"drunk with the wine of her fornica
tion" (Rev. 17:2).

For the Church now, the Bible
shows one specific religious use for
alcohol - at the Passover. Jesus
indicated that the small amount of
wine Christians are commanded to
take on the first of God's annual
Holy Days represents His "blood of
the New Testament, which is shed
for many for the remission of sins"
(Matt. 26:28). This religious use of
alcohol is, of course, the most signifi
cant in all history.

Alcohol as medicine

The medicinal value of alcohol is
in its ability to act as an anesthetic
(painkiller) and an antiseptic (pre

, vents infection).
The good Samaritan poured oil

and wine into the wounds of the man
he befriended on the road to Jericho
(Luke 10:30-37); undoubtedly the
purpose of the wine was to deaden
some of the pain and to prevent infec
tion. Today we have more advanced

drugs for anesthesia, such as novo
caine, which dentists use to deaden
nerves when they pull teeth. Alcohol,
though now generally mixed with
other patent medicines, is still recog
nized and used as an antiseptic for
minor scratches and cuts.

The apostle Paul suggested that
Timothy use a little wine for his
stomach's sake (I Tim. 5:23). The
Bible does not indicate the nature of
Timothy's stomach problem or what
his "often infirmities" were, but per-

-haps there was some difficulty with
the drinking water or Timothy had a
digestive impairment. However,
whatever it was, note that Paul said
to use a little. not copious amounts,
of wine .

The book of Proverbs comments
on the sedative effects of this drug in
a warning to those in positions of
authority: "It is not for kings, a
Lemuel, it is not for kings to drink
wine ; nor for princes strong drink:
lest they drink, and forget the law,
and pervert the judgment of any of
the afflicted. Give strong drink to ,
him that is ready to perish, and wine
unto those that be of heavy hearts.
Let him drink, and forget his pover
ty, and remember his misery no
more" (Prov. 31:4-7).

Alcohol can cloud a person 's
thinking. It can tranquilize those suf
fering pain or having psychological
problems such as poverty, but this
use of alcohol is very limited and
should be resorted to only with ex
treme caution .

The danger of using alcohol as a
sedative is that a person can become
dependent on or even addicted to the
drug. All too often people have
started out by using alcohol to help
themselves sleep or to escape severe '
problems, only to end up addicted to
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the chemica l and suffe ring from the
destructive syndrome of alcoholism. .

Thus a lcohol, which can produce
good, becomes dest ruct ive through
a buse . It is fa r bett er to find some
real solut ions to your problem s. If
you are bu rdened with heavy diffi
culties in your life, remember th e
ass ista nce God offer s you through
Je sus C hris t : " Co me unto me, a ll ye
tha t lab our and a re heavy laden, a nd
I will give you rest. T ak e my yoke
upon you, and learn of me ; for I a m
meek a nd lowly in hea rt : a nd you
sha ll find rest unto your souls. For
my yoke is easy, a nd my burden is
light" (Ma tt. 11:28- 30).

If poverty or financial problems
a re plaguing you, remember Christ's
admonition th at a Christ ian is not to
worry a bout food or cloth ing, bu t
shou ld rather seek the Kingdom of
God first - then his needs will be
supplied (Matt. 6:25-33) . God knows
everyone of your needs and will pro
vide th em if you rely on H im - you
should not allow th ese physical con
sidera t ions to so bu rd en your mind
tha t th ey ca use you str ess a nd tension
th at require relie f from seda t ives
such as alcohol.

Drinking for pleasure

In addition to the religious a nd
medi cinal uses of a lcohol, God a lso
approves of drinking to add pleasure
to socia l occasions such as weddings
a nd pa rties. Wine and othe r a lcoholic
bever ages ca n mak e peopl e mor e
che er ful a nd give grea te r enjoyme nt
to a lready happy ga therings . They
" gladde n th e heart of man" (Ps.
104:15, Re vised Standard Versi on).

Christ ian s should always exercise
ca utio n when using a lcohol for plea
sure, however , becau se of the ever
pres en t danger of overuse, which will
ut terly destroy a ny enjoyment th at
could have been derived from a social
occasion. Nobody likes a drunk, in
cluding th e drunk himself.

Not ice how Je sus C hrist used wine
at a wedding He att ended in Cana.

Th e supp ly of wine had run out a t
this parti cul ar marriage celebration
(Jo hn 2:3) , a nd Je sus took it upon
Himself to resupply wine for th e
feast.

Becau se thi s passage shows no reli
gious or medicinal use for the wine,
we are left to conclude th at it was to
be used to cheer th e hea rts of th e
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gues ts, including Je sus a nd His disci
ples. A wedding is an exciting, enjoy
able occasion, a nd a little wine can
make it more pleasurable, if used
mode rately.

Verse 6 indi ca tes th at Christ ma y
have turned from 100 to 160 ga llons
of wa te r int o wine . This would seem
like an enormous amount of wine .for
a wedd ing feast. How ever , du ring
thi s particular period of history, Jew
ish weddi ng feasts lasted seven days,
especia lly if th e wedding involved a
dignitary of the city.

This particular wedding was ap
parently a rather pre st igious affa ir,
becau se a "governor of th e feast "
was in cha rge. If thi s were a seven- .
day affair, and most of the village of
Cana had been invited , then the
sta ted qu antity would not have bee n
an excessive amount of wine at a ll.

Th is demonstrat ion of supernatu
ral power was the " beginning of mir
acles" by Je sus (verse 11). Why
would the first of Christ' s recorded
miracles be th at of turning water into
wine at a socia l occasion? Pe rh ap s it
is becau se God was awa re of the con
tr over sy that would develop among
relig ious people over th e use of alco
holic bever ages.

The issue of drinking has been a
ragin g battle a mong religions for
centuries. One group of fan atics in
the U nited St ates was so voca l tha t
the government imposed a tot al pro
hibition on all a lcoholic beverag es
from 1920 to 193 3.

And ind eed, if a person were to
view only th e devastat ion cau sed by
a lcohol ' a buse a nd a lcoholism, he
would be forced to accept the conclu
sion th at th e use of a lcohol is evil.
H owever , th e maj or it y of t hose
people who choose to drink a lcoholic
beverages do not have any problems
because th ey do so. There is nothing
wrong with the proper use of wine,
"which chee reth God a nd man "
(J udg.9: 13) .

Alcohol abuse

As we have show n, however , th e
mis use of a lcohol is very danger ous.
A nd alcohol abuse is not only harm
ful ph ysicall y, but spir itua lly as
well.

During Christ's ministry, the reli
gious bigot s of H is day cond emned
th e way He used wine, call ing Him
"a glutton and a drunkard" (Matt,

II : 19 , RS V) . These cha rges, of
course, were utterly false acc usa tions
from ignorant sources. You can be
sure th at while Jes us most likel y used
wine a t meal times and on some spe
cia l occasions, He was never drunk.
Th e Bible says that though Christ
was tempted in a ll points as we a re,
He never sinned, a nd drunkenn ess is
a sin th at will keep you out of th e
Kingdom of God (I Co r. 6:9- 10, Gal.
5:2 1).

Christ Himself warned H is follow
ers not to be drunken (Luke 21:34) .
Paul told the Corinthian church to
" put away from a mong yourselves"
any member who was a drunkard 
to have no fellowship with such a
per son (I Cor. 5:11-13) . No person
who is unable to use a lcohol properly
is fit to be a min ister (1 Tim. 3:3, 8,
Titus I :7). Paul tau ght th e Ephesian s
to " be not drunk with wine, whe rein
is excess," but rather to be filled with
the Spirit of God (Eph. 5:18) .

Have you ever be en -guilty of
drunkenness ? What a bo ut a t a n
event like the Feast of Tabernacl es?

Notice Go d's ins t ruction a bout
how to spend your second tithe, "and
spend th e mon ey for whatever you
desir e, oxe n, or sheep, or wine or
strong dr ink , wha teve r·your a ppe t ite

,craves; a nd you sha ll eat there -befo re
the Lord your God a nd rejoice, you
a nd your household " (D eut. 14:26) .
Alcoholic bever ages a re to be used , if

. you desire , to help you rej oice in th e
presence of God.

Bu t" thi s instruct ion should never
be used as an excuse to get drunk a t
the Fea st, which would bring sha me
on you, your family and friends and
cas t a dark sha dow on th e Church of
God . You a re to rejoice - not bring
disgrace on Christ's Body, which can
happen when moderati on and com
mon sense are not exercised.

~The Bible nowhere commands
Christ ian s to drink a lcohol, with the
excep tion of about a tablespoonful
during the Passover service. Alcohol
should be seen as a blessing th at God
has given human beings to honor
Him, to help heal our bodie s, to chee r
us up when needed and to add plea
sure to meals a nd socia l occasions. As
Christians, we should be aware of the
benefits and dangers of alcohol and
use it properl y, so we can truly con
sider a lcohol to be the blessing God
meant it to be . 0
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Close-Up
Personality profiles of members and
co-workers of'God's Church around

the world.
at to r ney stated
that M r. Bya rs
does not plan to
see k re im b u rse
ment.

T he Cali forni a
Te achers ' Associa
tion paid Mr .
Byar s' legal fees
a nd supported his
ca use throughou t
the st rugg le.

And M r. Byars
found that as his
bel iefs we re the
rea l issue in the
case, it cla rified
his role as a Chris 
tian. " It mad e the
script ures a bout
not suffering as an
evildoer very real
to me," he says . "I
realized that my

keeping the Holy Days was th e only
thing that I could a llow myself to be
crit icized for . I had to make sure that
th e school boa rd had no ot her reason
to be dissatis fied with my per for
man ce. I felt a grea t pressure to rep
rese nt what I believed properly."

Looking back, Mr. Byars feels
th at , overa ll, it has been a posit ive
expe rie nce . " It hel ped me to be
st rong a nd stea dfast in my beliefs.
W hen you a re deal ing with th e high 
est courts of the land , you had bett er
be sure of your stand. I know that
keep ing God's Holy Days is right.

"It has helped my family, " he
adds. " It has brough t us ver y close
together. My wife Linda [a lso a
Church mem ber] has bee n a gre at
source of support to me. T he mem
bers of the Ba kersfield, Fresno and
Visalia churc hes have too. It is not
ju st my victory - it is theirs too . In
fac t, I hope that it is a victory for all
who sta nd up for wha t they believe."
- By John Halford 0

Even th e California Sta te Court of
Appea ls refused to rule in his favor.
Th e school board was determined to
win and hired an attorney who had
never lost thi s kind of case.

It wa s not th at a ny body was
aga inst Mr. Byar s perso na lly, for he
was a good teach er. Ca liforn ia Su
prem e Court Just ice Fra nk Newman
wrote: " [Mr. ] Byar s' re ligious since r
ity and his compe tence as a teach er 
a re unquest ioned. "

Mr. Byar s was ofte n told , particu
larly when he had lost a n impo rtant
round in court, " Just quit keeping
these Holy Days and you will have no
more tro uble." But God 's Sa bbaths
were not negot iabl e..

" I never felt like quitting," says
Mr. Byar s. " I never ques tioned what
I would do - even if I lost. You have
to count the cost. If it is impo rtant,
it' s worth it."

Despite having the sa laries of sub
sti tute teach ers dedu cted from his
pay for th e absences, Mr. Byar s' .

TOM BYARS WON a major victory when the U.S. Supreme Court ruled he could not
be fired from his job for keeping God's Holy Days . -

"I'mn o t ak?ok, a reli-
gious nut or

a rabble-rou ser.
But if I believe in
something, I feel I
should sta nd up
for it. " So says
Bakersfield, Cal
if., Church mem
ber Tom Byar s, a
man who ' believes
in act ing on his
fai th . A nd a fte r
nearly 10 yea rs of
fig ht ing, his ac- ]
t ion paid off, ~

winning him a nd ~
hundred s of other E
America ns a ma- ~

it
j or victo ry . Last
December th e
U. S . Supreme
Court ruled th at
he could not be fired from his jo b for
refusing to work on God's annua l
Holy Da ys.

Mr. Byar s, a teacher in th e Duc or
Union School District, becam e a
member of the Worldwide C hurch of
God in 1970 when he was 24. Th at
fall he took th e Hol y Days off. Th e '
school board threatened him with
dism issal. Mr. Byar s, however , held
to his rights as a U .S. cit izen an d
decid ed to ch allenge th e sc hoo l
boa rd 's illegal act. And so began a
cha in of events th at ended up in th e
nation 's highest court.

The Los Ange les, Cal if., Tim es, in
a front-page art icle following the rul
ing sa id, " T he [S upreme] court's
act ion a moun ted to a significant le
ga l victo ry for Jews, Mu slims, Sev
enth-day Adventi sts, members of the
Worldwide C hurch of God a nd other
religious faiths th at celebra te th eir
holidays at times when most Ame ri
can s a re working."

Mr. Byar s lost the ea rly rounds.
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\Jooanews on the AustralianWork

Specially designed to fill the needs of the Work, this 14,OOO-square-foo t office building in Burleigh Heads, Australia, was
completed in 1976and now houses the regional headquarters.

20Years of
Growth

It has been more th an 20
years since The World To
morrow was first heard in
Australia . On April 14, 1956,
eight radio stations around
the nati on began to broadcast
the progr am once a week . As
a resul t, a few Australians
wrote to the United States

'asking to receive The Plain
Truth magazine. (At th at
time, the Work's only mailing
office was in Pasad ena , Calif.,
8,000 miles away. )

During the next two yea rs,
seven more .sta t ions began
broadcast ing the program
weekl y. Then in 1959 ar
rangements were made for the
original eight sta tions to air
the program da ily. Soon the
rap idly growing mailing list
mad e it obvious that an office
was needed in Austral ia.

On Nov . 12, 1959, Gerald
Waterh ouse flew to Sydney.
Arrangements were made to
lease space in the newly com
pleted MLC Build ing in
North Sydne y. In December a

Gerald Waterhouse opened the Work 's
first Australian office in 1959.

sma ll office was opened, and
Mr. Waterhouse rem ained in
Australia to supervise the
Work and to become the pas
tor of the first Au strali an con
grega tion of the Worldwide
Church of God (in Sydne y) .
The Church began Jan . 30,
1960 . Ju st 30 people att ended
the first service.

On ce the office was estab
lished , the Chu rch began to
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adve rtise in severa l Austra
lian mass-circu lat ion maga
zines, including Reader 's Pi
gest and Australian Woman 's
Weekly . As a result of th ese
advertiseme nts and increased
rad io coverage, the circul at ion
of The Plain Truth t ripled in
two yea rs to 15,000 copies a
mon th .

These yea rs brought stea dy
gr owth . Man y radi o sta tions
were added and by 1968 The
Worl d Tomorrow pr ogr am ·
could be heard in most parts
of Australia. The Au stralian
office also ass umed the ·re
sponsibility for mail ing The
Plain Truth a nd othe r litera
ture to New Zea land , th e
Phi lippines and man y coun
tries in Southeast Asia .

At first all ma gazines and
booklets were brough t in di
rectly from the Unite d Stat es.
But the increasi ng ci rculation
of The Plain Truth soon mad e
th is uneconomical, a nd so ar
ran gem ents were made to
pr int in Au stral ia . '

Fro m 196 1 to 1967 th e
magazine was printed in Me l-

bou rne by Wilke & Co., one
of Aust ra lia 's lar gest pr int ers.
However , ri s ing cos ts an d
growing circulation forced th e
Work to upgrade the sma ll
pr inti ng works in 1967 so that
it could print th e A ustralian
ed ition of The Plain Truth .
Further econ om ic press u re
mad e it necessary to tran sfer
the pr int ing to New Zea land .
T wo yea rs ago, it was moved
again to Singap ore .

By 1973 the effects of the
world economic cr isis a nd a
rising inflati on rat e began to
be seriously felt in Australia .
Th e cost of living skyrocketed,
an d it becam e obvious that
some thing had to be done to
ensure a sound future for the
Work.

Afte r an extensive feasabil
ity study, the deci sion was
mad e to reloca te the office out
of Sydney's high rents a nd
increas ing congestio n. At the
sa me time, it was decided tha t
the Work should build its own
office complex. After mu ch
sea rc hing, a suita ble site was
selected in Burleigh Head s in

southeast Q uee nsland (600
miles north of Sydney).

T he office moved fr om
Sydney in Ja nua ry, 1974, to
temporar y rented premises in
Burl eigh Heads. A nd finally,
after more than two yea rs of
pla nni ng, p re paration an d
construction, the new Austra
lian office ,building was fin
ished.

T he A ust ra lian branch of
God's Work moved into its
new regio nal headqu a rters in
March , 1976. T he 14,000
squa re-foot bui lding had been
specially designed to fill th e
needs of the Wor k. It houses
a ll the operatio ns needed to
keep t he Work ru n n ing
smoot hly, includ ing adminis
trat ion, accounting, dat a pro-

-cessing and mailin g. 0

Regional
Director

Dea n Wilson first ca me in
contact with God 's Wo rk in
the late 1940s in Oregon. He
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Churches Across the Nation

The Lucky Country

God has called man y' Aus
tra lians to help do th e Work .
A lmos t 5,000 people attend
serv ices in chur ches all over
Austra lia .

T here are now more tha n
60 co ngrega tions , a nd th e
Chu rch has ordai ned mini s
ters in all ma jo r popu la tion
ce n ters and m an y of th e
sma ller cities and towns.

The Work of God in Austra
lia has come a long way from
that day in Apri l, 1956, when
The World Tomorrow was first
hea rd on a few ra dio sta
tions. 0 - By Rod Matthews

th e count ry a nd is reflected in
God's C hurc h in A ustra lia .

But even a lucky country
cannot remain immune from
the problems facing th e world
today . Most of the problems
th at are erod ing the fabric of
society in th e Un ited St at es
and Euro pe are found in Aus
tr ali a too. Int ern al political
crises, wars in So utheas t Asia,
bre akd own of fami ly life and
th e effec ts of recess ion a nd
infl ation a re causi ng man y
A ustra lians for the first time
to worry about their future.

A survey in one A ustra lia n
town showed th at a n as tonish
ing 38 percent of th ose int er
viewed believed that the world
may be coming to a n end. For
ty-six percent said that th ey
were not finding mental peace
a nd spiritua l fulfillme nt in
tradit ional re ligion. 0

T hroug hout th e 1960s, A us
tr a lian memb er sh ip of the
Worldwide C hurc h of Go d
steadi ly increased. After th e
estab lishment of th e Sydney
Ch urch in 1960, a second
ch urch bega n in Me lbour ne in
196 1. Brisba ne was added in
1963.

Soon ma ny of th e cit ies and
larger towns in eas tern A ust ra 
Iia had reg ular services or
mon thl y Bible st udies . In 1966
a congregat ion was raised up in
Per th in the far west. The
Ch urc h and the Work of God
continued to gro w.

Austra lia has been ca lled
the " lucky country." In spite

. of vast deserts, it is rich in
mineral reso urces and agri
cult ura l land. Th e popul ati on '
is on ly 14 V4 mill ion people in
an ar ea th e sa me size as th e
continental United States .

A ltho ug h Austr a lia has one
of the lowest ave rage popula
tion densities, it is th e most
u rb an ized co u n try in th e
world, with 40 percent of th e
popul at ion living in Sydney
a nd Me lbourne a lone. Its im
men se size a nd rela ti vel y
sma ll popul ati on mak e it vir
tua lly self-sufficie nt in food
a nd fue l (except for oil) .

T he populat ion is pr edom i
nantl y of Briti sh origin, al 
though many othe r Euro pea ns
have immigrat ed in th e las t 40
yea rs . T he diversity of nat ion
al or igins has added much to

sador for World Peace was
s ho w n in 10 A ustr a lian
c ities to a udiences of in
vited Plai n Trut h s u b
scribe rs.

Results of th e first film
showings were encouragin g.
A wide variety of towns a nd
ci ties we re chose n, f ro m
metropolita n Me lbourne an d
Syd ney to Cai rns in th e
t ropica l nor th. A n ave rage
of 14 perce nt of the Plain '
Tru th su bsc ri bers attend ed
t he fi lm eve nings in eac h
area, a nd in 'some tow ns it
was as high as 25 per cen t.

The ch urch pastors acted
as hosts an d me mb er s of the
congregations manned liter
a ture dis plays. In each of
the presenta tions, more tha n
half of the a udie nce stayed
to ta lk after th e films . They
seemed to a pprecia te the op- ,
port unity to meet th e people
behind the maga zine.

In th e last year a multi
p le-p ro nged adve rtisi ng
campaign has continued to
place a broad spectru m of
lit e ra tur e in homes across
the nat ion.

La rge adver tisemen ts in
bot h major state c a p i t al
da ilies an d regional newspa
per s on a wee kly basis dur
ing the first e ight mon th s of
1979 dr ew mor e tha n 17,300
responses for a subsc ri pt ion
to The Plain Tru th. Simul
taneo us ly, f ull - page col or
magazines like T. V. Ti mes
added another 17,000 sub
sc ribers to date.

A progra m using "house 
ho lder ca rds" - a s ma ll
folded card offe ring a su b
cr ip tio n to th e PT with a
tea r-off resp onse section 
h as b r ou g h t 16 , 20 0 re 
sponses so far. W here possi
ble, these are de livered by
hand to mai l boxes (an ac 
ceptable a nd much-used way
of advertising in Austra lia ,
alt hough not pe rmi tted in
the United States) by using
volun teer members in la rger
cen ters . More tha n one mil
lion had been distributed by
the cnd of 1979 . The Aus
tra lian Plain Truth circu la
tio n now stands at more
t han 85,000 , th e ·h ig hes t
subscriptio n l ist i n its
history. 0

Doing the Work
In 1976 the Australia n

br anch of G od 's Work com
pleted its firs t series of film
presenta tions . T he film Her
bert W. Armstrong. Ambas-

a nd his wife Marolyn began
tithing a nd subscribi ng to The
Plain Tru th in January, 195 1.
At the time, Mr. W ilson was
servi ng wit h the U.S . Ai r
Force and saw service in th e
Korea n war.

In 1958 , Mr. a nd Mrs . W il
son came to Ambassador Col
lege. Afte r he gradua ted in
1962 , M r. Wi lson was or
dained a preachi ng elder by
Pastor General He rbe rt W .
Armstrong a nd assig ned to a
fledg ling opera tion in Van
couve r, B.C. , as office man 
ager .

Duri ng th e yea rs that fol
lowed, .t he Wo rk in Ca nada
pros pered a nd grew. It has
been able to make substa ntia l
financia l contributions to the
establishmen t of th e Work in
other a reas of the wor ld.

M r. Wilson was ordai ned
an evangelis t .by Mr. Arm
strong in 1976 . A year later he
was tr ansferred to Australia.
His ex perience and expertise ,
gained from th e 14 years he
spe nt directing the Work in
Ca nad a , have enabled him to
nu rtu re the con tinued growth
a nd expa nsion "down und er."
From th e offic e in . Burleigh
Hea ds, Mr. Wilson d irects all
aspects of the Wo rk through
out Au st rali a , Southeast As ia
and the Indian su bco ntinent.
Most of his effor ts revo lve
aro und the growth and prog
ress of the Wo rk , but he a lso
enjoys his grandchild ren, golf
and fish ing . 0

.Australian director Dean Wilson

The GOOD NEWS March 1980 19



~d this Gospel
shall be preached..?

Matthew 24:14

Sermon Summaries from Ministers of theWorldwide Church of God

get into, Mr. Armstrong would discuss traits needed in
ministers' wives, like frankness and affection. These qual
ities are too often lacking in marriages today, as the
women are taught to be shy and yielding and the men are
taught to be forceful and aggressive. You don't see open
ness, compassion and meekness in marriages. You see
yelling, bickering, emotional outbursts and immaturity.
God intended for mates to express love for each other like
the man and woman did in the Song of Solomon.

The movie Fiddler On the Roof illustrates this kind of
love. In a moving moment, this vigorous, hardworking
man says to his wife, "Do you love me ?" After a pause she
replies, "Why, I've been with you for 24 years - I've
brought up your children . .." He waits a little bit, then
looks at her again and asks, "Do you love me?" She
answers: "Well, don't be silly! I've lived with you all these
years, and we've been through a lot of tests and predica
ments ..." There is a pause, and then the man looks ather
again and asks, "Yes, but do you love me?"

This man needed somebody to express appreciation, joy
and delight. But we live in an age that discourages expres
sion .of feeli ng and affection.

We need this kind of expressiveness in our marriages.
Half the confessions of love in the Song of Solomon came
from the man, but the other half came from the woman. It
should be just as natural for the woman to express appre
ciation and concern for the man as it is for the man to
express love for the woman.

Proper lead~_rship

When I was a young man planning to get married, I
Need for frankness and affection wanted to be sure that I was in authority over my wife.

When Mr. Armstrong established Ambassador Col- Maybe that's natural for a man. There's a biblical com-
lege , he knew it should be coeducational. One of the mand that the man be head of the family. But there has to
drawbacks he 'd noticed previously with men and families be a right balance. _
was that there was no training for wives. Wives didn't Mr. Armstrong has said husbands should dominate but
have th~ sameewphasis placed on their roles ';ls men did never domineer. Do you know the difference?
on theirs. Mr. Armstrong noticed that one cause of fail- lwas by nature a domineering person. I didn't know it
ures in men's lives was the absence of competent wives. and when people told me I didn't believe it. When I was

So Mr. Arm- ' going home from

strong decided THE CARE AND col1ege in 1953 to
that Ambassador get 'm a r r ied , a
would train wives female s t ud e n t

t.:r~~aio:i~;~;~; FEEDINe 0FA ~~E~FtD;:~;
ministeri- "Now

al training HAPPy ~GE Dean, be
sessions kind and
we used to gentle and

c

T oday I would like to discuss one of the great bless
ings God has given us - marriage. I refer to

' ma rr iage as a "great blessing" because it can be, if
the relationship is built and maintained properly. I have
been happily married for nearly 27 years now, and the
reason is largely because of the training I received at
Amb~~~ador Col1~ge beginning in 1252.

I had gone to Texas A&M, where <1 studiedpetroleUlll
engineering. We had some unique classes. But when I
came to Ambassador College, I found some unique classes
here, too . One of them was sex education. The class has
some different, perhaps more technical , names on it now,
but it is stil1 the same class. When I took it we-had the
privilege of having Herbert W. Armstrong as the instruc~

tor. ' He ,showed us the basi c principles of husband-wife
relationships so we students would have the guidance we
needed to build happy marriages.

So when my wife and I were married by Raymond
McNair [deputy chancellor of Ambassador Col1ege] in
Big Sandy's [Tex.] Redwood Building, I had received Mr.
Armstrong's firsthand instruction before. My wife and I
knew the way to continually nurture a rewarding ma.r
riage re lationship"

So I put my notes together and have decided to give you
today some of the information Mr. Armstrong has offered
down through the years . Since 1955 I have heard him say:
"Don't take your marriage for granted. Build it. Work at
making it a beautiful, happy, exemplary marriage." And
over the .years I've seen a lot of growth and beauty in the
homes; marriage-sand families in God's ctlUrc~.
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God intended for mafesto express love.foreach other like
the man and woman did in the Song of Solomon.

I coun seled students for five years in Big Sandy, and it
was surprising to me how many young men would say: "I
really don 't know what to do. There's one girl I reall y like
- she 's shy, meek and yielding. Then there's this other
gir l who's a real challenge, you know - it' s always a job
for me to stay ahead of her. She's always pushing me to
accomplish more .v So I'm in a predicament, because
humanly it would be easy to rule over the first girl , hut it
would be a real prod to lead the other."

Well, nobody ~ollid enjoy being married to someone
who doesn 'r'havesa y.get-up-and-go or any backbone -,-
someone who' '.ilS a dishrag. It's a challe~ge to be
marded:,t oikeeps you on your toes. ' ,

So,J ;r , Mr. Armstr?~g' tement.
here'sg for some o(you: '

Subjection to mate

Women's liberation has profoundly affected society,
and it has affectedusjn the Church - and our marriages.
Now you hear of people who want to take "obey" out of
the marriage ceremony and write their own vows.

Mr. Armstrong said , "Show me a woman who wants a
50-50 marriage and I'll show you one who wants to wear the
pants." What is a 50-50 marriage ? How do you have one ?
Perhaps you take turns making decis ions, or you make
decisions together. But what if you can 't agree? Who
decides what course of action you will take together?

Any of us who might have a modernistic attitude of
wan ting a 50-50 marriage should know that the Bible says
a woman 's delight is to be married to one who can lead
her. She needs someone she can respect -wnowilliisten
to her counsel and yet not be henpecked; Notice Peter's
dua l admonitions:f yewives, be in su bjection to your own
husbands. : ; LikeWise; ye husbands, dwell ~ith · them
accordingto.knowleo e"(IPet. 3:1, 7) . '

".;,p oh'tJt ry, . , ",i/""." your, tastes down ·yo\l.l'. p~rmer's
throat, arid don, .tryto overlord the person. {'ive'seen cases
where a man would marry and within months the woman
looked andactedt otally different. The man had enforced
his tastes on her. He tried to remake her into the kind of
woman he thoughtwould please him , an d only succeeded
in destroying her s~l f- respect and drive.

We all have different tastes. My wife doesn 't like the
sa me kind of music or sports I do. There are areas where
we have the same interests and areas where we don 't. But
that's no big deal. The point is that the husband should
dwell with his wife according to knowledge, and be the
head of the wife as Christ is the head of the Church (Eph.
5:23) . How is Christ the head of the Church? "Husbands,
love your wives, even as Christ also loved the church, and
gave himself for it" (verse 25) . Christ , the head of the
Church, loved it so much He gave His life for it.

" So ought men to love their wives"

A lot of men, either symbolically or literally, give their
lives in maida he .go out and face a l '. irids of

Responsible use of authority

People must develop the responsibility necessary to
properl y use authority. If the y don't , the y will end up like
the person who directs the kids across the street at school
crossings. First thing you know he is out there directing
tra ffi c like a policeman. The next thing you know he is a
self-a ppointed buck sergea nt ordering everybody around.
If you' re not ca reful when you' re given a little authority,
you' ll sta rt over-using - and misusing - it.

Take one classic statement Mr. Armstrong has rnade :
"I would never marry a woman who couldn't wean'the
pants. But I never would be married to one whodiTo
me, that is perfectbalanpe.

understanding toward Maxin e." I thought, what in the
world! Doesn't she know me? Of course I'm going to be
kind and gent le! But I didn't see myself as I was.

But fina lly I learned a lesson I'll never forget. We were
in Israel, sta nding on the balcony of a Jeru salem hotel ,
when a man I love very much said , "Dean , I'd like to ta lk
with you." My wife and I had been traveling with him and
his wife for about four weeks. He told me: " I feel I need to
bri ng this to your attention. You know, you're overbearing
toward your wife. You 're dom ineering!" Well, by'thenI
could understandthathe was right. .c '

Mr. Arm strong vsed to come all the way from
nia to Chicago bytr~i~:J;le~quld,spendada .
us and ,thencatchanothertnilnto New "Yor
ride fr om Los Angeles,-Calif. , all the way to
a tra in - a tr ip that took several daysand nigpt ?
Becau se his wife was afraid to fly. Mrs. Armstrong would '
fly when she had to -r-r- she was willing to endure the fear
and nervousness - butMr. Armst rong .wouldn't make
her do tha t. He was too considerate and understanding.

When you learn to balance leadership and authority,
you ca n develop kindness and consideration. .

The marriage ceremony the Church has used for years
begins with Ephe sians 5:21. As a young, newly married
man , I would have liked for it to begin with verse 22, the
part that says, " Wives, submit yourselves unto your own
husband s." But the ceremony sta rts in verse 21, "Submit
ting yourselves one to another in the fea r of God ."

Do you mean to tell mea man should listen to his wife?
Are there times when a man should even be corrected by
his wife? Yes. The wife's input mus t be an integral part of
decisions that are made. .

God crea ted mankind male and female and said they
are to func tion as a.teafn . God said the husbandiis"iobe
head of the wife . Therefore, in the fearofCi6d ' n
should be afraid to m isuse his authority, 'ang
should be afraid to rebel against God's authqtlty

Mr. Armstrong got this message about.properle ers ip
across to usclearly at one conference when hesaid, ."Iflfil1l:l,out
anyof you men are belittl ing your wives, you are going to oe out
of a job!" That really got our attention. For men t o belittle or
domineer their wives iscertainlycondemnable .



Dean Blackwell-sis an evangelist
in God ' s Church and pre sently
serves as one of Pastor General
Herbert W. Armstrong 's regional
assistants. ~

pressures in the\vorld. Most men live several years less
than their wives, due to high blood pressure and heart
failures. Christ gave Himself for the Church. So the
husband should ave a giving, self-sacrificing attitude for
his wik ' .

.Notl~evers ha
ith tn~washi wat the .. ." I '. er,

it's th~husband'~responsibility to lead his wife'spiritually.
He should see that they study 'and pray together, not as an
overlord but as an example and a leader.

How many of you women have been duped by society's
ideal man - ~ , dark , curly-headed, handsqme, flashy

rea at? Tha ' " . ." , '.' . ~

om w ns I

going to be kin to you 'a be the kind of usband God '
commands him to be.

'[That he might present it to himself a glorious church,
not having spot, or wrinkle, or any such thing; but that it
should be holyand without blemish" (v~rse 27). The
man's desire as the'lead . . brinhis

ife.tocthatcondition.
If a ,\vife has j 'h usba'n ho ead .. a wa, en s ..•.

going to be more able to be subject, to submit to her own
husband as God commands and requires.

"So ought men to love their wives as their own bodies.
He that loveth his wife loveth himself. For no man ever yet
hated his own flesh; butnourishethjtandcherisheth, it,

en ' he Lor th~ church" ( 28-29

Keys to happier marriages

I have a list I carry to remind me what I am supposed to
be as a husband. Maybe you can apply these points, too.

;", I. l~llsbands., .love youl' \«ives ·E h. 5:25 od co
k': mands you tobe"~xpressiX~\~Eet y ife . you ,

her. It's a good idea to commit your e 0 tell . g your WI e
every day that you love her and consider herlialf of your
success. On the other hand, the two top jobs of awife are
to encourage and inspire her husband. . "

2. Dwell with your wife according.to knowledge (l Pet.
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t ime in which to have spiritual contact with God
- time in which to think more about God, to
worship Him (both in private and in fellowship
with others), to meditate upon man's place in the
universe - to grasp more fully God's purpose for
his existence.

4. Was the observance of the Sabbath day to
be a special sign of identification between God
and His people Israel? Ex. 31 : 12-17 . Did God also
make Sabbath observance a separate covenant
with His people? Verse 16.

In order that Israel would especiall y remember
that the eternal God is the Creator, Sustainer and
Supreme Ruler ove r all His creat ion , God singled
out Sabbath observance as the one great sign by
which they cou ld always be reminded of who He
is and who they were . It was the one law of God
that would make Israel especially stand out from
all the other nations.

And so God doubly commanded Sabbath ob
servance by making it a separate covenant with
His people Israel. (The Sabbath was already one
of the Ten Commandments, which were given to
Moses shortly before when the old covenant was
ratified.) It was to be an everlasting covenant,
which would identify the people of God of all
generations, inc luding "spiritual Israel" today 
the true Church of God. Notice further:

5. Doesn't the Bib le plainly reveal that a real
Christian is one who has become a spiritua/lsra
elite - one of Abraham 's " seed" through Jesus
Chr ist? Gal. 3:28-29; Rom. 4:16; 9:4.

God made the special Sabbath covenant with
Abraham 's physical seed. It was to be obeyed
throughout the ir generat ions . Today, all Spirit 
begotten Christ ians have become Abraham 's
sp iritual seed and are the refore under the same
obl igation to keep the Sabbath day!

6. Was Jesus Christ a Sabbath keeper? Luke
4:16 ,31 . .

Jesus regularly attended church services on
the Sabbath day " as His custom was." Thus
he fulf illed His own command to convoke for wor 
ship services eve ry Sabbath day (Lev. 23:3) .
This is the day He would obviously observe
since He is the One who originally made

-------------------~

-------------------

Remember
the Sabbath Day

Mos t chu rches of modern Chr istianity envision
Sunday as having replaced the bibl ical seventh
day Sabbath. They believe that the Fourth Com
mandment is no longer obligatory upon Christ ians
today. Then there are those who feel it is not
necessary to keep any specific day at all. To
them, every day is a " spiritual" Sabbath.

Let's look directly into the Bible for the 't ruth
abou t God 's Sabbath .

1. When , how and by whom was the Sabbath
" made" ? Gen. 2:1-3; Mark 2:28.

Jesus Chr is t is the Lord of the Sabbath
because He made it! Chr ist , as other scriptures
prove co nc lus ive ly, was the Lord God of the Old
Testament era and the very Creator of all
th ings.

Christ created the. Sabbath by the act of rest
ing on the seventh day of creat ion week . He put
His divine favor upon and set apart for a special
use and purpose a 24-hour period of time that ·
was to occur once eve ry seven days following
tha t first Sabbath .

2. For whom did Jesus say the Sabbath was
specifically made? Mark 2:27.

" The Sabbath was made for man, " declared
Jesus. It was set apart at creat ion for the benefit
of the whole human race which would descend
from Adam .

3. How did Chr ist intend the Sabbath to serve
man's needs? Ex. 20 :8-11; Deut. 5: 12-15 .

Not ice that God made the seventh day of the
wee k holy - and He commands us to keep it that
way . The Sabbath, then , is holy time. And it was
made to be a great blessing for all humanity.

The word Sabbath means rest in the original
Hebrew . Simple physica l and mental rest and
refreshment after a grue ling work week is an
obvio us reason for the Sabbath. Human be ings
need per iod ic res t and deliverance from the tr ials
and troubles that seem to res ult from just liv ing.

But the true meaning and purpose of the Sab 
bath goes far beyond phys ical , mental and per 
haps even emotiona l respite. For the seventh
day Sabbath is inextricably interwoven into God 's
transcendent purpose for creating man.

Modern man 'desperately needs this per iod of
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The equat ion is c lear: Real belief in God equals
act ive obed ience. If a person truly bel ieves God 's
Word , he will be obeying it!

12 . Will true believers be keeping God 's week
ly Sabbath day as a symbol of their future " rest"
in God 's Kingdom? Heb. 4:9.

The vital mean ing of this verse has been
obscured by the King James rendering of the
word rest. Everywhere else in chapters 3 and 4 of
th e epistle to the Hebrews, the Engl ish word rest
is trans lated from the Greek word katapausin.
However, in verse 9 of chapter 4, rest is trans
lated from the Greek sabbatismos, mean ing liter
ally (as most Bible marg ins show) keeping of a
Sabbath. Correctly rendered , this verse reads:
" There remaineth therefore the keeping of the
Sabba th to the people of God ."

So, because of the futu re " rest" (katapausin)
- the Kingdom of God - spiritual Israel is to
ente r, there remains for them a sabbatismos 
the keepi ng of the Sabbath day. This means that
Chr ist ians will enter the future . " rest" of God 's
Kingdo m even as .they now keep the weekly
seven th -d ay Sabbath , wh ich looks forward
to it !

13. What further encouragement are Chr is
tians given about entering God 's eternal " rest"?
Heb . 4:10-11. Where may they go for the help
needed to obey God? Verses 14-16 .

God 's seventh-day Sabbath is not to be
trea ted light ly or forgott en, for the Sabbath is
both a memor ia l and a shadow. It is a memorial of
creat ion and a foreshadow of the com ing eternal
" rest " that Spirit-begotten Christians 'will enter
when born into God 's eternal Family.

14. Did God command the entire nat ion of
Israel to assemble ("convoke") on the Sabbath?
Lev. 23 :3; Num. 28 :25 . What are New Testament
Christians admon ished regarding the assembl ing
of themselves? Heb . 10:25-26.

As early New Testament Christians assembled
together on the Sabbath day, likewise God 's
Church in th is age assembles for worsh ip ser
vices on God 's holy Sabbath. The Worldwide
Church of God has congregations all over the
world . Every Sabbath , God 's people meet to
rece ive sp ir itua l instruct ion and inspiration from
the Word otGod as expounded by the ministry of
His Church (Eph. 4: 11-13) . If you would like more
informati on about these Sabbath services, then
write to our Good News office closest to you .
(See inside front cover for the addresses.)

Also , foran in-depth study of God's Sabbath ,write
for the free booklet , Which Day Is the Christian
Sabba th?- PreparedbyRichardH. Sedliacik

the Sabbath and orda ined that it be kept holy!
7. Is there bib lical evidence that the ea rly New

Testament church also observed the Sabbath?
Acts 13:13-15,42-44; 14:1; 17: 1-2; 18: 1-1 1.

8. Was it Paul 's " manner" (Acts 17:2), even as
it was Christ's custom (Luke 4:16) , to keep the
Sabbath because he felt like it , or because Jesus
Christ dwelt in him? Gal. 2:20 . Does Christ 's wi ll
remain th e same forever? Heb . 13:8.

It is quite pla in tha t the apostle Paul observed
the seventh-day Sabbath . And if Christ lives His
life in us today through the Holy Spi rit as He did in
Paul , then we will also be keeping the same day
Jesus and Paul kept.

9. What are all Chr istians warned in Hebrews
3:8- 13? Was rebelli on, espec ia lly Sabbath
breaking, the reason God prevented those an
c ient Israelites from entering His " rest"? Ezek .
20 :12-1 3,15-16 .

Because Israel had become rebell ious and po l
luted God 's Sabbaths , He did not allow the gen
eration that came out of Egypt to enter the prom 
ised land - a symbolic typ e of the Kingdom of
God . Nevertheless those Israe lites under Moses
were headed toward the promised land, eve n as
God 's Spirit-beg otten people today are aim ing at
the goal of enterinq into God's Kingdom.

The word rest in Hebrews 3: 11 is translated
from the Greek katapausin and is defined as rest
or pla ce of rest. It denoted for ancient Israel
" rest" from the rigors of the wilderness by
entering the prom ised land (not ice Joshua 1: 13) .
This is a type of the Chr ist ian 's sp iritual "rest"
- being born into the Kingdom of God!

10. Was it pr imarily because of the ir unbelief
- lack of fa ith - that the Israelites disobeyed
and therefor e we re prevented from entering
God 's " rest" for them - the land of Palestine?
Heb . 3:19; 4: 1-2.

Because the Israeli tes disbelieved God and
therefore lacked faith in Him, they " hardened
their hearts. " They went on to profane God 's
Sabbaths when He made that the very testing
point ("that I may prove them, whether they will
wa lk in my law, or no" - Ex. 16:4); therefore God
said of that generat ion , " They shall not ente r into
my res t " (Heb. 3: 11).

And none but fa ith ful Joshua and Caleb of that
generat ion did enter the prom ised land. But the
children born along the way during the 40 years
did enter with them.

11. But if New Testament Chr istians believe
and obey God , may they enter the ir "rest" 
eternal " rest" in God 's Kingdom? Heb. 4:3, firs t
nine words .
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PERSONAL
(Continuedf rom page f)

sibly could be has proved the allega
tions of six former, bitt er and expelled
members were FALSE! Th e Sta te
should now GIVE. UP - but , being
politicia ns and seeking only SELF gain
politica lly, they won' t unt il a higher
cour t dismisses the case . I petiti on
daily to the Highest Court of Heaven
to intervene and ca use dismissal, and
in God's due time HEWILL!

Wh en th e giant Golia th ca me
aga inst God's Church of the Old Tes
ta ment, the gia nt was huge, with all
kinds of armor and weapons. He
looked on David as small, and he
underest imated David and his God. .
So the Sta te of Ca liforn ia is HUGE
largest in the Union - and it re
garded GOD'S Church as small and
weak, and one tha t would "cave in."
But God gave David power to con
quer the giant, and He will give' us
power to win this suit!

Now back to Romans 13. In chap
ter 12, Paul was talkin g about the
individual Christia n's duty. In 12:I,
Paul beseeches th e 'C hristians at
Rome to each present his body a liv
ing sac rifice to Christ. In the spring
of 1927 I literally gave my personal
SELF over 'to Christ who had bought
and paid for me with His life's blood.
Have you? Verse 3, Paul says to
"every ma n th at is a mong you
[speak ing to individ ual s], not to
th ink of himself more highly than he
ought." He continues speak ing to the
indivi dual Chr istian. Th en, continu
ing in chapter 13, he speaks of each
individual being subject to the higher
powers.

If the government sets a speed lim
it of 55 mph , I as an ind ividual do not
exceed it. As an individua l, I ani sub
ject to GOVERNMENT, and no govern
ment has EVER had occas ion to find
me guilty of not obeying its laws.

But this lawsuit was an action to
TAKE OVER - to OPERATE - to OWN
- and therefo re to have right to SE LL
CHURCH PROP ERTY- to FI RE GOD'S
APOSTLE AN D TREASURER - WHICH
THE RECE IVER DID THE VERY FIRST
DA Y! J ESUS CHRIST chose and ap
pointed me, and I , His apostle, ap
pointed Mr. Rader. WHAT RIG HT HAD
TH E WORLDLY POLI TI CAL STATE TO
COUNTE RMAND CHRIST'S CHOICE?
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Further, the suit was UNCONSTITU
TIONAL. I had broken no law! The
Church had broken no law. Jesus
Chris t, the HEA D of the Church, had
broken no Ca lifornia law!

Now notice what a "scholarly"
commentary says in expounding Ro
ma ns 13.

Speaking of government rulers: "I f
he rule according to the Const itution
nothin g can justi fy (the individual)
reb ellin g agains t his a ut hor ity .
. .. When the rule r acts thu s (con
trar y to law or the Constitution) he
dissolves the compact between him
and his people; his authority is no
longer binding, but illega l; and it is

• illegal because he is acting contrary
to the laws of the Constitution, ac
cording to which, on being raised to
the supreme power he promised to
govern. Th is conduct justifies opposi
tion to his government" - and the

. commenta ry means in GOD'S sight!
(Adam Clarke's Commentary)

I know that in such cases GOD
DOES GU IDE HIS CHOSEN APOSTLE,
and He has guided me in emergen
cies. It is by ACTS OF GOD that His
Church has been able to keep opera t
ing AS USUA L. When the t emporar y
receiver (now dismissed) fired me, I
was not in Ca lifornia. 1 continued to
RUN TH E WOR K from Tucson, Ariz.
Th e receiver tried for a short time to
run the Work, but he was UNA BLE!
Immediately I had money sent in MY
care, which was deposited in a corpo
ra te account here in Tucson: He had
no contr ol over GOD'S tithes. We fun
neled funds into Pasaden a just in
time to pay God's Church bills, and
the receiver was unable to lay his
hands on the money - which was his
goal. .

WEdid not give up and quit - HE
did!

We now have the receiver off our
backs, no longer fi lling my offi ce and
Mr. Rad er ' s with his ciga rette
smoke. We have won a victory in
having the accounting fi rm removed
from the suit. We are opera ting as
usual. Income is INCR EASI NG - did
all year - still is! The Churc h is
being set back on God's tr ack! We
are closer together and closer to GOD
than ever before!

Though God is teaching us pa- ·
tience and FA ITH, He neverth eless is
BLESSI NG US, keeping His Work go
ing - AN D GROW ING ! O .

Nation Israel
(Continued fro m page 3)

married a .yellow woma n and Ham a
black.

Soo n after the flood, the world's
sma ll populati on was all of one lan
guage and ga thered together build
ing the tower of Babel. T heir pur
pose? " . . . lest we be sca ttered
abroad upon the face of the whole
ea rth:' (Gen . 11 :4).

But God said: " .. . the people is
one, and they have all one language,
and th is they begin to do: and now
noth ing will be restrained from them,
which they have imag ined to do"
(verse 6). Th is expresses how grea t
God made the mind of man .

But, just as God crea ted var ieties
in many species of flowers and of
animals - for exa mple, man y vari
eties a nd colors of roses - for
grea ter beaut y, so God created the
thr ee races and colors of human skin.
God intended to prevent rac ial inter 
ma rr iages. But man has a lwa ys
wanted to violate God' s laws, inten
tions and ways.

So God compelled a scatte ring by
mixing their language. "So the Lord
scattered them abroad from thence
upon the face of all the earth: and they
left off to build the city" (verse 8).

Today the English language is fast
becoming the chief interna tional lan
guage . Men are enter ing mixed mar 
riages and sta rting to get back to one
worldwide language.

Shem, the son of Noa h who had
mar ried a white woman , may have
continued for some time in the knowl
edge and perhaps worship of God. But
there is no record of any walk ing with
God unt il Abra ham, whom God spe
cially called to have a funct ion prepa
rat ory to the Kingdom of God. But the
pure white strai n probably was re
tained unt il Abra ham.

Ab ram, as he was or igina lly
named, was not seeking God. But
God called Abram to leave the land
of his fathe r and kindred and go to a
land God would show him - the
" pro mised land" of Palestine. With
out pr ot est or questio n, A bra m
obeyed and went. And thr ough his

. obedience and faith in God, Abra 
ham becam e th e " fath er of the
fai thful." To him God made the
promises of both the national Israel
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birthright and the "scepter" promise
of eternal salvation to come through
Jesus Christ. .

Israel raised up

Four hundred thirty years after
Abraham, God raised up His nation
Israel -descendents of Abraham,
Isaac and Jacob, whose name God
changed to Israel.

To lead these people out of Egyp
tian slavery and to the promised land,
God called Moses . Moses was not
seeking God. But God had caused
Moses to be trained specially for this
commission by having him reared as
a prince in the palace of the Egyptian
pharaoh.

So now again we come to the ques
tion, WHY did God raise up this spe
cial Hebrew nation as "the chosen
people"? WHY, when God never
made accessible to them His Holy
Spirit? .

One point to notice here. The
probability is that these people were
all - or nearly all - of the white
color strain, unchanged since cre
ation.

After Jacob and his sons and fam
ilies had come into Egypt at Joseph 's
behest, they were kept in the locale of
Goshen - geographically separated
from the Egyptians, marrying among
themselves.

In this connection, go back mo
mentarily to Abraham. He prevented _
his son Isaac from intermarrying
among the black Canaanites then in
Palestine. He sent his chief servant to
his own family and racial people to
find a wife for Isaac. Abraham said,
". , .. thou shalt not take a wife unto
my son of the daughters of the
Canaanites, among whom I dwell"
(Gen. 24:3) . .

The next generation, Jacob mar
ried Leah and Rachel, daughters
of Laban, nephew of Abraham,
who lived in the land of Haran,
brother of Abraham. The whole
community of Haran, where Laban
lived , was of the same family an
cestry as Abraham.

Jacob had six sons by Leah, two
from Rachel - all of the same origi
nal racial stock, and two each from
the maids of Rachel and Leah - 12
in all. Even the maids of Leah and
Rachel probably were of pure He
brew stock.

But God specially prepared from
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birth and called Moses, with Aaron
his brother to assist as his spokes
man . Moses stuttered.

In the plagues God caused against
Egypt, God was turning the Egyptian
gods and objects of worship against
them to show them that the se were
not gods. Even the plagues were sent
in LOVE for the Egyptians.

The final plague occurred on the
. eve of the 14th day of the sacred
month - starting in the spring. The
Israelites went out of Egypt during
the night part of the 15th. They
reached the Red Sea. But the pha
raoh had meanwhile changed his
mind, and with his army, pursued
after them.

The children of Israel had reached
the Red Sea, and there they were
stopped as if dead. There was no
bridge. It was too far to swim, with
their women and children. Behind
them the pharaoh's army was in hot
pursuit. There was nothing they
could do. They were stopped 
HELPLESS! At that point they had to
rely on GOD!

In Egypt God had caused their '
release from slavery by a series of
supernatural plagues . Now God
caused the waters of the Red Sea to
form a watered WALL on either side,
with a wide path on the dry sea bot
tom between.

The Israelites walked on through .
On the opposite side they looked and
saw the pharaoh and his army en
tering the sea-floor path. When they
were all within the sea-wall passage,
God allowed the waters to flow back,
drowning the Egyptian army with its
pharaoh .

In due time the Israelites pitched
tents at the foot of Mt. Sinai.

God's covenant with Israel

God did not make them His na
tion, under His theocratic rule, with
out their consent.

Through Moses , God put to them
His proposition. IF they would obey
His laws of HIS GOVERNM ENT, ' He
would prosper them and make them
the wealthiest and most powerful
nation on earth. Yet all God's PROM
ISES were of a national and material
nature - not spiritual salvation.

They agreed. Thus they became
God's chosen nation.

BUT WHY?
This we know : God's purpose for

them had a definite relation to pre
paring for the ultimate KINGDOM
OF GOD - when the GOVERNMENT
OF GOD would be reestablished
over all the earth, and spiritual
salvation would be offered to
ALL!

Undoubtedly one reason was to
preserve the original racial strain.
But there was much more.

Nations had developed knowledge.
Mankind was limited, after Adam's
rebellion, to the acquisition of physi
cal and material knowledge.

But, like educated men and scien
tists today, they were saying, "Give
us sufficient knowledge, and we' will
solve all problems and eradicate all
sickness, diseases and evils - we will
create utopia!

Up to that time, mankind had
been denied spiritual knowledge.
God now decided to give them knowl
edge of His law - His kind of gov
ernment - His way of life! He was
going to prove to the world that with 
out His Holy Spirit their minds were
incapable of receiving and utilizing
such knowledge of the things of
God .

He was going to demonstrate to
them that the mind of MAN, with its
one spirit and without the addition
of God's .Holy Spirit, could not have
spirit ua l discernment , could not
solve human problems, could not
cure the evils that were besetting
humanity. The nation Israel would
be His "guinea pig" to demonstrate
that fact. God had chosen a nation
of almost perfect original strain in
its generations c-> its ancestry. Also
they had the quality heredity
of Abraham, Isaac and Jacob
(Israel). _

So God entered into a covenant
with them, making them HIS NA
TION. It also represented a MARRIAGE
covenant, with Israel the wife prom
ising obedience to her husband 
GOD. It was the physical type of the
yet-to-come NEW COVENA NT.

And what did it prove ?
Here was a people of almost clear

racial strain, and the superior heredi
ty of Abraham, Isaac and Israel.
Two requisites make a human what
ever he becomes in life - heredity
and environment. Heredity has been
inherited by birth in' the areas of
intelligence and character from par
ents. Environment includes all exter-
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nal infl uences and self-determined
char acteristics - whether good or
evil.

Heredit y - if of good and high
quality r-r-r may start one off at a
grea t advant age - hut a n evil envi
ronm ent and self-motivation may
turn one into a failure in life, or an
evil nature.

But God started 01T His chosen
nat ion Israel with a ll the natural
adva ntages of a superior heredit y,

Kingdom being prepared

ow w uv ? WH Y did God prepar e
and raise up this nat ion ISRAEL?

WHY did God create mankind in
the fi rst place? GOD IS REPRODUC
ING HIMS ELF, TO CREATE IN MA N
KI ND GOD'S OWN PERFECT, RI GH
TEO US AN D HOLY CHA RA CTE R 
AN D'THAT IN TU R ~, TO I) RESTOR E
HIS GOVERN MENT OVE R TH E WHOLE
EA RTH- 1:"1 ORDER, ULTIMATELY, TO
PRODUCE, CREATE, BI LLI ONS OF GOD
IlEI:"GS TO FIN ISH THE CRE An ON OF
THE UNFINISHED VAST UN IVE RSE 
A:"D 2) TO CREATE EV EN MOR E,
WHICH GOD HAS NOT CHOSE N AS YET

TO REV EA L TO US!
Everything God has done, since

the creatio n of the first humans, after
God's own image and likeness, HAS
BEE N ANOTHER PROGR ESSI VESTEP IN
THAT OVE RALL SUPREME PURPOSE!

I'he immediate purpose, so far in
the history of mank ind, is to prepare
for THE KINGDOM OF GOD, which
will RESTORE the GOV ERNMENT OF
GOD EA RTHWIDE!

The Kingdom of God is the actua l
begotten and born FAMILY OF GOD,
which will fi rst actually appear by a
resurrection a nd instantaneous trans
lat ion at Christ's Second Coming!
And by begotten and BOR N sons of
God, emph ati cally I do NOT mean
those deceived into th e current
" 1l0 RN-AG AIN"'teac hing - that any
one who " receives Christ" is already,
in this present human life, " born
again." THAT IS A PARAM OUNT DE
CEPTION by which Satan the devil
has DECEIV ED those (the many in a
so-ca lled "Christianity") who have
"accepted" a false conversion. They
may be well meanin g - but nev-

. ert heless DECEIV ED! And of course a
deceived person .does not know he is
deceived - he may be wholly sin
cere!

But now TIIIN K! HOW does the
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Old Testament nati on Israel play a
part in progressively preparin g for
the KINGDOMOF GOD ?

Israel the example

First, Abr aham was a man of very
outstanding qualifying abilities . Un
doubtedly he, with his sons Isaac and
Israel , shall, in the resurrection and
the Kingdom of God, occupy a posi
tion next under Christ Himself. The
Kingdom of God will be a spiritual
Kingdom including both Church and
State - earthwide. These, as a team ,
probably will be next in line of au
thority under CHRIST' - and over
both Church and St ate .

Of the nati on ISRA EL, Moses,
whom God raised up as their leader
and lawgiver (though God the Father
is the origin al real Lawgiver ), in all
probabil ity will be under the Abr a
ham-I saac-J acob team , but head
over the nati onal governments of the
world during the coming Millen
nium. And probabl y Joshua, who
succeeded Moses, will be Moses' as
sistant in that office of worldwide
nati onal governments .

What of the nation Israel as a
whole?

The y, despite their favorable he
redity, failed utterl y to qu alify.
When God put the proposal of their
formati on as His nation before them ,
they replied , " . .. All that the ETER
NA L hath spoken we will do . .." (Ex.
19:8). But they broke the ir word and
rebelled.

Th ey were in a "husband- and
wife" relat ion with God . But God
said later of them , "Surely as a wife
tr eacherously departeth from her
husband, so have ye dealt treacher
ously with me, 0 house of Israel ,
sai th the ETER NAL" (Jer. 3:20).

BUT - neverthel ess, the old cove
nant with Israel at Sinai was a type
and forerunner of the NE W COVE
NANT to be made with the New Tes
tament CHUR CH , which is the spiri
tual Israel and Jud ah (Jer. 31:31,
Heb . 8:6, 10).

However, a few in Old Testament
Israel did obey God and by becoming
God's prophets, the y became part of
the very fo undation of the New Tes
tam ent C HURCH OF G OD. The
Church is built on the solid FO UNDA
TIO N of the prophets (Old Testa
ment) and a postles (New Testa
ment) , " Jesus Chri st himself being

the chief corner stone" (Eph. 2:20) .
Among them, Elija h probably will

be head , under Chri st and Abraham
Isaac-I srael , over the Church, world
wide, in the Kingdom of God, with
John the Baptist under Elijah . There
are indications that the prophet Dan
iel will be head over all gentile na
tions, and under Moses and Christ.

But in what manner did the ancient
nation Israel play a part in preparation
forthe KINGDOM OF GOD?

I have already mentioned how the
intell ectuals and scholarly of this
world feel th at, given suffi cient
KNOWLEDGE, human carnal MA N
could solve all problem s.

God let several generations of an
cient Israel and Judah PROV E by
hundreds of years of human experi
ence that the best of humanity, with
out God ' s Holy Spirit, CANNOT
SOLV E HUMA N PROBLEMS AND EV ILS!

Man needs Holy Spirit

I have spoken, during the past 10
years, to many heads of governments
over Europe, Asia, Africa, South
America. In Chin a, I believe the
Communist heads of government be
lieve that communism, once it gains
control of the earth, will solve all
problems and evils. But many kings,
emperors, presidents and prime min
ister s I have conferred privately with
now realize the problems are beyond
human ability to solve.

The problems and evils are of a
spiritual nature. And a carnal mind ,
without God 's Holy Spirit, cannot
come to grips with spiritual evils.

The many decades and centuries
of ancient Israel PR'OV ED THAT! The
scholarly think they do not NEED
God's Holy Spirit. But, until Israel,
God withheld knowledge of the right
ways of governm ent from mankind.
But to Israel God gave His statutes
and judgments, as well as His spiri
tual law. But these perfect laws did
not, sans God's Holy Spirit, solve the
nation 's problem s!

God could say: "I am GOD. Take
my word for it." But God gave PROOF,
through Israel , that WITHOUT the
Holy Spirit, MAN IS HELPLESS! They
even had GOD to appeal to. But they
did not have His Spirit within. Only
their prophets had the Holy Spirit!

That lesson PROV ED, God has giv
en those in His Church His Holy
Spirit! 0
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Why Ambassador
Cbll~ge? .

"Life at Ambassador College is very exciting and fulfilling. The
combination of high academic and spiritual standards, along with the

retreshinq social opportunities, cannot be equaled at any other college. I
chose Ambassador because it is God's college."

'i' ."

G· ermaine Damore , of Hacienda Heights,
California , is a freshman at Ambassador

College. She came here, she says, to receive
a broad; well-rounded education and to learn
more about God 's way of life.

"~t Ambassador College we are taught
r conc~pts aQd'given guidelines that lead to

?'tfue happiness. Here you can actually
learn how to live-how to achieve

lasting success in life. And the
instructors really care about you as an
individual. They make learning fun and
mterestinq. ' ,
" Germaine believes that the best

, ' . ;:¢;, , educ atip n is gained in an
$hvironmerJt that stresses the

positive aspects of life , such as
beauty , quality , and ind ividual
worth-that 's why she chose

Ambassador College.
For more information about

t:> .;., admissions, write:
""(t",' Aiubassado~ CollegeiK Admissions Office

300 W . Green St.
Pasadena , CA 91 123

. -
Ambassador C o llege admits s tudents of any ra ce . c o lo r . na tional and, .ethnlc origin . In accordance with Title IX o f ItH" Higher Educa tio na l

Amendments of 1972, as applicable and not th ere from exempted : Ambassador College do es no t discnrninate on the baSIS of sex In ed uc a tio na l
" p rb ()' a rn s . activlt le,l>.or employment. .



'IT'LL NEVER COME!'
•armg._._. ---=--=--~~

No body likes to wai t. Wh en you' re
a nticipa t ing some exc it ing event in
your life - next yea r's vaca tion,
buying a new ca r, meet ing old friend s
aga in - even a wait of a few months
seems like foreve r.

But the people of God have wai ted
over the centu ries, living a nd dying in
the hope of a future occurre nce. A nd
those of us in God 's Churc h today
follow in thei r foots te ps, basing our
lives on the return of Jesus Christ
and the est a blishment of Go d's King
dom on the earth.

Scoffers will come

To people without our understand
ing, th is behavior seems odd, even ludi
cro us . T he a pos tl e Pet er wa rne d:
"Sco ffers will come in the last days
with scoffing, following th eir own
passions and say ing, 'Where is the

.promise of his comi ng ? For eve r since
the fa the rs fell as leep, a ll things have
cont inued as th ey wer e from the
beginni ng of cre a tio n' " ( II Pet. 3:3
4 , R e vi s e d St a nda rd Ver si on
through out) .

How ma ny times have you come
face to fac e with th is sa me line of
reason ing? " It 's a lways been like
thi s:' people will tell you. Yet, you

know it reall y is different now. The
world is far more danger ous, fa r
more vola tile th an ever before.

Peter is writin g about nonbelievers
who cynica lly scoff a t the fact tha t
Chri st will return . But what about
members of God's Churc h - true
Chr istia ns who look to and believe in
the return of Jesus Christ ? Th e Bible
does show that if we are not car eful , we,
too, ca n drift into a sta te where Christ's
return seems so distant as to be unreal.

Ideally, our zea l for the C hristian
way of life should not be polluted by
othe rs ' specula tions a nd doubts. But
we' re a ll hu man , a ren' t we? A ny of
us could fa ll int o th e a tt itude of th e
evil serva nt:

" But if that servant sa ys to him 
sel f, 'My master is delayed in com
ing,' a nd begins to beat th e menser
vants a nd the maidser vants, a nd to
eat a nd drink a nd get drunk, the
'master of that servant will come on a
day when he does not expect him a nd
a t a n hour he does not know, a nd will
punish him , a nd put him with th e
un faith ful " ( Luke 12:45-46).

Certainty of divine promises

T he evil serva nt 's mist ake was that
he conf used d ivine prom ises a nd di-

vine timing 'with human promises
a nd human timing.

Wi th human bein gs, it may indeed
be t rue th at "it 'll never come, " but
with God this isn't the case. Th e
word of Go d is a bsolutely certain .
No tice th is test imony from one .of
His prophets:

" For . as the rai n a nd the snow
come down from heaven , a nd returns
not th ith er but wa te r the earth , mak 
ing it bring forth and sprout, giving
seed to th e sowe r a nd bre ad to th e
ea te r, so sha ll my word be that goes
forth from my mouth ; it shall not
return to me empty, but it sha ll
accomplish th at which I pu rpose, and
prosper in th e th ing for whic h I sent

. it " (I sa. 55: I0-1 1). .
Wh ateve r God's Word tell s us

about Ch rist's return a nd H is King
dom is real - j ust as rea l as our
day-to-day lives - just as real as the
ma ga zin e you now hold in your
hands. God's promises are true.

As God a lso record ed among His
prophecies ab out th e future: " St ill
th e vision awai ts its tim e; it ha ste ns
to the end - it will not lie. If it seem
slow, wai t for it ; it will surely come ,
it will not delay" (Ha b. 2:3) . - By
Ralph Levy 0 '

Christian Burn-Out
(Continued f rom page 6)

compa ny, to exh ort each other and
bear one a nothe r's burdens.

For someone who has never ex peri
ence d it, it is hard to describe ju st
how reass uri ng a nd encouragi ng it is
to have a close friend who can say,
with genuine compassion a nd und er
sta nding, " Yes, I know how you fee l,
a nd I care," and then tak e the time to
help you out of your discouragem ent.
No t becau se they have to, but be
ca use the y want to. Th ose frie nds hips
are th ere for the as king, if we let God
knit us togeth er.

It may sound simplistic, bu-t one of
the best defenses we have aga inst
burn ing out is the close frie ndships
we can bu ild with our brothers and
sisters in C hris t.

Fellowship and friendship are not a
substitute for the Holy Spirit and con
tact with God. But they are a supple
ment. Ju st as the Holy Spirit is a down
pay ment or foretaste of what we shall
eventua lly have (E ph. 1:13-14), the
friendships we can make now with eac h
other can be a foretaste of the close,
spiri tua l, family relat ionships we will
sha re for all etern ity.

Christians need never collapse

So a Chris t ian is not helpless in the
face of burn-out. God called us to live
forever. Why, then , should we self
destruct before our eternal life has
even begun ?

Ma ybe th er e is just one time when
a person is enti tled to feel burned out.
M r . A rmst rong, whe n describing
how God brough t him down to re pen 
tan ce, sa id tha t -he ca me to real ize
th at he was noth ing but a " burne d-

out hunk of j unk." We ca n all iden ti
fy with th at. But that is before bap
tism - before th at past is forgiv en
a nd we are begotten with th e Holy
Spirit that gives life.

From then on, life will still have its
ups a nd downs, bu t it should never
again colla pse into helpless defea t. '

But even so, the proph ecies show
that some of us will continue to burn
ou t - qui etl y, un expect edl y, givi ng
up to becom e as useless and disap
point ing as a burned-out light bulb.
And tr ag icall y, it is happen ing even
as God is using His Church more
strongly th an ever before.

A nd with th e end time closing in,
wit h the world teetering on the br ink
of the great tr ibul at ion a nd with
J esus Christ even now prepa ring for
His return', you ca n almos t hea r God
say, " W hy did that have to happen
just now?" 0

The GOOD NEWS March 1980 ' 29



Ad Hellwig have been married for 60 years, and they s till
fy tHe f-act that marriage can be a real and lasting success, filled with

mony and enduring love. But the veritable plague of divorce and family
•0 1'1 in our society shows that most people do not know how to build

the iages into the beautiful relationships they should be. Our booklet,
Why Marriage! - Soon Obsoletei, offers some timely insight into the real meaning of
marriage - a meaning that has been utterly overlooked by modern science, education
and reljgion , Whether you are only contemplating marriage or have been married for

60 years, th is booklet contains vital information everyone needs to consider.
Write for your FREE copy today.
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