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As a motion picture, the world
acclaimed °“~‘THE TEN COMMAND-
MENTS.”” As the Law of God, some
people have loved, others have hated, and
all have transgressed THE TEN COM-
MANDMENTS. They have been cursed,
maligned, distorted, vilified, and some, by
human arguments, have tried to “‘do
away with’" them.

A small few of the obedient have
experienced the BLESSINGS they can
bring. David said, 'O HOW LOVE | THY
LAWY!"" and called it perfect,; Paul called it
holy, just and good; Jesus honored, mag-
nified, obeyed, and commanded obe-
dience to THE TEN COMMANDMENTS.
But to most people they remain an
enigma that has never been UNDER-
STOOD.

Here is the answer to the request of
thousands — a book EXPLAINING
PLAINLY this inexorable LIVING Law —
soon to become the BASIC LAW of the
peaceful, prosperous, joyful WORLD
TOMORROW!



The KEYS to Understanding

Your Bible contains the real WAY to

peace — happiness — SUCCESS. Itis a

WAY OF LIFE based upon a spiritual LAW

that is as moving, as ACTIVE, as REAL as

the law of gravity! It is a way to LIVE BY
— and be BLESSED.

increasing at a fearful rate because among millions
of people there is practically no respect for law or
constituted authority — either that of God, or of man!
On the international scene, nations live in daily fear
because they very well know that the so-called “guaran-
tees” and treaties of peace are not worth the paper on
which they are written. There is NO LAW — respect for no
authority — among the nations of the world.
This is the world in which yvou live!

The Real SOURCE of Law

Men have lost all deep respect for law because they
have forgotten the very source of ALL law and authority!
Your Bible says: “There is one lawgiver, who is able to
save and to destroy” (James 4:12). That lawgiver is
Almighty Gob.

In their modern search for a man-devised “peace of
mind” or a ‘“religion that satisfies,” men have FOR-

GOTTEN about the great Gop who RULES this universe!

THIS IS A LAWLESS age. Crime and violence are
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No wonder some of our young people — the leaders of
tomorrow — have such a lawless attitude.

One of the world’s foremost educators, before his
death, warned a group of military leaders of this very
problem. He was Dr. Rufus von KleinSmid, former Chan-
cellor of the University of Southern California. He stated:
“I have no quarrel with the present emphasis placed on
science, but today we are paying for support of schools
which act from September 1 to June 30 as if there were no
God.” Dr. von KleinSmid noted the “absence of moral
values” in our youth resulting from this attitude.

When you leave the true Gob out, there is no real
standard of behavior left. The result is spiritual chaos and
lawlessness and wretchedness in the human heart.

In nearly all present-day religious denominations, the
tendency is to try to “modernize” and “democratize” God,
and do away with His authority to RULE His creation —
and us, His creatures. There are very few truly “God-
fearing men” left on earth today!

Having made their imaginative pet “god” in their own
image, men certainly do not stand in AWE and deep respect
of such a “god.” They do not fear their “god.” And they
certainly do not oBEY this creature of their own imagina-
tion!

Yet the real MESSAGE of Jesus Christ was about the
God who cREATED and now RULES this earth! His was
the God who blessed men for obedience to His laws — and
who punished for disobedience.

God’'s Perfect WAY Revealed

The Jesus Christ of your Bible always preached the
gospel of the Kingdom of God (Mark 1:14; Luke 4:43). In
modern language, He preached the happy news of the
GOVERNMENT of God — the RULE of God. He said:
“Repent ye, and believe the gospel” (Mark 1:15).

Before you can sincerely believe and accept Jesus
Christ as your Saviour, and have His shed blood cover
your sins, you must REPENT. But repent of what? Repent of
SIN!

What is sin? Despite the contradictory ideas and gen-
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eralizations of organized religious denominations, your
Bible clearly states: “Sin is the transgression of the law”
(I John 3:4).

Sin is breaking God’s spiritual Law — the TeN Com-
MANDMENTS. That is definitely and specifically what sin is!

Before God will forgive your past sins, you must first
REPENT of breaking His Law! You must learn to fear and
respect God as the Supreme RULER of this universe — and
as your King and Ruler.

Solomon, the wisest man who ever lived, was inspired
to write: “The fear of the Lord is the beginning of knowl-
edge” (Prov. 1:7). This Godly fear is by no means a per-
sonal dread, but a deep respect and reverence for the great
OFFICE and authority of God — for His Divine power —His
wisdom — His love.

Without faith in such a great and REAL God, man is
INCOMPLETE. Cut off from the true God of law and order,
man is purposeless, empty, frustrated, confused.

The way ouT of modern man’s emptiness and confu-
sion may sound trite or simple to some people. But it is
real — and it works! It is simply that man must quit
worshiping FALSE GoDs. Man must return to the God of
the Bible, the God of creation, the God who RULES this
universe!

Summarizing His wAY to the fulfillment of man’s
desire for a happy, abundant and purposeful life, God
inspired these words at the end of the book of Ecclesiastes:
“The end of the matter, all having been heard: fear God,
and keep His commandments; for this is the WHOLE man”
(Eccl. 12:13, Moffatt translation).

Man is frustrated and incomplete without this living,
vital contact with God — walking His way, keeping His
commandments. Obedience to God’s commandments
would bring PEACE, and FULFILLMENT and JoY to all the
nations and peoples of this earth!

It is the real ANSWER to ALL of our problems, indi-
vidually and collectively! It is the wAY OF LIFE Jesus
Christ is going to teach when He returns to rule this
world! (Micah 4:2.)
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Do You Really UNDERSTAND
God’'s Commandments?

The Prophet David was a man after God’s own heart
(Acts 13:22). He is used as a type of Christ, and will rule
directly under Christ over the entire nation of Israel in the
soon-coming millennium (Ezek. 37:24) when Christ will
bring PEACE to this earth.

David wrote: “O how love I thy Law! It is my medi-
tation all the day” (Psalm 119:97). David studied and
pondered over God’s Law all day long! He learned how to
apply it to every situation in life.

This gave David wisdom. “Thou through thy com-
MANDMENTS hast made me wiser than mine enemies”
(verse 98).

God’s Law showed David the way to go — a WAY OF
LIFE. “Thy word is a lamp unto my feet, and a light unto
my path” (verse 105).

Throughout this 119th Psalm, David declared how he
loved God’s LAaw, and used it as his guide in life. Do You?

Probably you pon’T. This is because most of you have
been taught that God’s Law was done away — or else you
simply have not realized that it is the oNLY real way of life
that would bring man happiness and joy. You haven’t
realized that God’s Law reveals the very nature and CHAR-
ACTER of God Himself. And God commands us: “Be ye
holy; for I am holy” (I Peter 1:16).

Remember that the true Christians, the “little flock”
of Jesus, are described as those, “Which keep the com-
MANDMENTS of God, and have the testimony of Jesus
Christ” (Rev. 12:17). And God gives this description of the
character of His saints: “Here is the patience of the saints:
here are they that keep the coMMANDMENTS of God, and
the faith of Jesus” (Rev. 14:12).

If you are to be counted among God’s true saints who
will escape the seven last plagues, you will have to have
this LIvING faith — this OBEDIENT faith in Almighty
God through Jesus Christ living His life in you! You will
have to understand and keep God’s spiritual Law as
revealed in the Ten Commandments!
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In answer to thousands of requests, and to help all of
you come to really UNDERSTAND the commandments of
Almighty God your Creator, we are publishing in this book
a series of articles explaining and expounding each of the
Ten Commandments. You should really sTuDY this book,
look up each scripture quoted, LIvE by His Spiritual and
Holy Law.

The ALMIGHTY God of Israel

To properly understand and feel the real impact of
the Ten Commandments, let us notice the setting in which
they were given. Remember that Moses and the Israelites
had preserved the knowledge that their God was the Cre-
ator of heaven and earth. He was the great RULER of the
earth who had brought about the Flood in the days of
Noah, their forefather.

After the Flood, He had called out their fathers, Abra-
ham, Isaac and Jacob to serve Him, and through them
made promises of national blessings to Israel as a nation
— as well as spiritual blessings to come through their
ultimate seed, the Christ. He was the God who led Joseph
down into Egypt to make a way for Israel to live through
the seven years of famine over all the earth.

After Joseph’s death, they found themselves under a
Pharaoh who had not known Joseph and whose heart was
turned against them. They suffered cruelly at the hands of
Egyptian taskmasters who were now set over them and
they were treated as slaves (Exodus 1).

But now the true God, the God of Israel, had delivered
them from this Egyptian bondage by tremendous MIR-
ACLES, had brought them out of Egypt and through the
waters of the Red Sea which rose on either side of them as
a mighty wall (Exodus 14).

Since the time they had passed through the Red Sea,
God had begun to deal with them and to remind them of
His laws which they may have, in part, forgotten. Before
they ever reached Mount Sinai, God erased all doubt
about which day was His Sabbath by performing a series
of miracles to remind them of this (Exodus 16). In Exodus
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18, Moses was already judging the people according to
God’s laws and statutes (verse 16).

Now that they were come to Mount Sinai, God pro-
posed — NOT to give them a new law — but to enter into a
covenant or agreement with them so that they would be
His special people and He would be their God whose laws
and statutes and judgments they would obey.

Since the Ten Commandments were — and always
will be — God’s basic spiritual Law (Romans 7:14), they
were made a part of this agreement between God and
Israel. Since they were His holy and spiritual laws, He
gave them with great POWER, and, unlike the rest of the
covenant, wrote them with His OWN HAND.

Notice the setting in Exodus 19. God commanded the
people to clean themselves up and be ready against the
third day when He would come down to them (verses 10-
11). “And it came to pass on the third day in the morning,
that there were THUNDERS and LIGHTNINGS, and a thick
cLoUD upon the mount. And the voice of the trumpet,
exceeding loud; so that all of the people that were in the
camp TREMBLED?” (verse 16).

God was here showing His power as the CREATOR of
this earth as He began to speak with His own voice the
Ten Commandments! As the Creator Himself descended
upon Mount Sinai in His glory, “The smoke thereof
ascended as the smoke of a furnace, and the whole mount
QUAKED greatly” (verse 18).

In this setting of great glory and majesty and POWER,
God spoke the Ten Commandments to the people who
were trembling in awe below the mountain. His voice must
have literally shaken these people with His power as it
BOOMED across the land like the sound of thunder (Psalm
104:7).



PART ONE

The First Commandment

ND so Gop began speaking the Ten Commandments

a;_lwc__iwy\g_tb_,man In this day of human reason, of agnosti-
cism, and of creeping socialism, it is important to notice
that the Almighty spoke first NOT about the “brotherhood
of man,” but about obegi}ence and worshlp to God — the
God of those who serve and obey Hlm‘

“And God spoke all these words, saying, I am the
Lord thy God, which have brought thee out of the land of
Egypt, out of the house of bondage. THOU SHALT HAVE NO
OTHER GODS BEFORE ME” (Exodus 20:1-3).

That is the first, and as we shall later see, GREATEST
commandment. Study the wording of this commandment
carefully — and meditate on it as David did!

“I am the Lord thy God,” is a more revealing phrase
than at first meets the eye.

The “I” who was speaking with such tremendous
POWER was quite evidently the great Creator of heaven
and earth. In His very manner of appearance, He had

“demonstrated His power as Creator by sending forth the
thunderings and lightnings and literally sHAKING Mount
Sinai as if it were a wet dishrag!
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The word “Lord” comes from the Hebrew YHVH
which, it is important to realize, No ONE knows exactly
how to pronounce or spell since the vowels were not pre-
served in the Hebrew textual tradition. But the meaning
of the word is the “Eternal,” or the “self-existent One,” or
the “Everliving One.” Thus, God was showing that the
ONE who was speakmg was the ETERNAL GOD who has
always ex1ste87 T T T

—-THé frue God then mentions the fact that it was He
who had brought them out of the land of Egypt, out of the
house of bondage. These Israelites had just EXPERIENCED
that tremendous deliverance and power which God had
shown in saving them out of national slavery!

They had seEN God send supernatural plagues on all
the land of Egypt. They had seEN Him strike dead the
firstborn born throughout that land as His final punish-
ment! They had SEEN the waters of the Red Sea towering
many stories above them as a ‘“wall” on either side
(Exodus 14:22) as God brought them through this mighty
sea to the other side by a supernatural miracle!

They had sEEN and HEARD and FELT His majesty and
POWER as He appeared to them on Mount Sinai to speak
these very words!

Yes, they had experienced this divine, supernatural
deliverance. They were now FREE from day after day,
month after month, year after year of slavery — of perse-
cution — of punishment, as bondmen without rights in
Egypt. They had seen the true God’s MIGHT manifested
above the gods of Egypt and the gods of the other heathen
nations round about. Now they knew for certain that the
God of Moses really WAS Gob!

“Thou shalt have no other gods before me,” they were
commanded. They had now seen it demonstrated that
there was no appeal to a higher God, to any greater wis-
dom, understanding, mercy, glory, or POWER!

One thing to note is that the Hebrew word translated
“before” can also mean “in preference to.” The Israelites,
though carnal, should have known not to put anything in
place of the true Gop. As the Source of all life, the Giver of
life and breath, the Créator and Ruler of-all;ATmighty
e ———e e ———
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God should be served and worshiped and obeyed above
EVERYTHING in heaven or on earth! —

THIS IS THE LESSON THAT ALL THE NATIONS AND PEO-
PLES OF THIS EARTH NEED DESPERATELY TO LEARN!

If we would really serve and oBEY the God of the
Bible, then all troubles and wars would come to a screech-
ing halt! But as nations and as individuals, we put not one
but MANY “gods” before the true God of creation — the
God revealed in your Bible!

We need to repent of this and to quit serving FALSE
Gcops!

The First Commandment and YOU

Now. that we have seen the power and might with
which God revealed Himself when He spoke the Ten Com-
mandments from Mount Sinai, let us see how each one of
them — beginning with the first commandment — applies
to you, personally. For if you make any claim to being a
Christian, remember that Jesus Christ, the founder of
Christianity, said that you shall live by EVERY word of
God (Matt. 4:4). And certainly — through God’s help —
you must walk according to the commandments of
Almighty God if you would enter into eternal life (Matt.
19:17).

How, then, does the first commandment apply to
YOoU?

“I am the Eternal thy God,” the Creator states. Is the
God of creation, the God of Israel, the God of the Bible,
really your God whom you serve and obey? Or have you
conjured up your own FALSE “god” or “gods”? Or are you
falsely worshiping according to the “traditions of men,”
which Jesus said would cause you to worship God in vain?
(Mark 7:7.)

These are things you need to consider!

To the Christian, God says that He is the One who
has “brought thee out of the land of Egypt, out of the
house of bondage.” Throughout the Bible, Egypt is used as
a type of siN. All unconverted men are held in slavery to
the organized, paganized system of this world, and to
their own personal lusts.
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When a person is really converted, God brings him
ouT of that bondage — and he comes out willingly and
gladly!

You need to examine whether or not You have ever
really come out from the false traditions and ways of this
world and have also repented of your own personal lusts
and sins.

God commands: “Thou shalt have no other gods
before me.” Have you put something else in PLACE of God?
Is your time, your interest, your service taken up more with
something other than the true God? What 1poL have you
placed between yourself and the true God — studying His
Word, and living by it?

God says: ‘“The heavens declare the glory of God; and
the firmament showeth his handiwork” (Psalm 19:1).
Throughout its pages, the Bible declares that God is the
real CREATOR of this earth and of the universe. He is
the One who gives life and breath to all creatures
(Genesis 1).

Do you honestly thigk_ of and worship God as_your
Creator and the One who gives you every breath of air you
breathe? You_should, for that is part of worshiping the
trae God and hav1ng no false gods before Him!

The GREATEST deception of all today is not commu-
nism or atheism, but the false, pagan doctrine of evolu-
tion! Evolution is an attempt to explain the creation
without the Creator. It DENIES the true God and His very
nature and office! It is the very basis of most of this
world’s “education”! But the wisdom of this world is FOOL-
1SHNESS with God (I Cor. 1:20).

In the Bible, God is revealed not only as the Creator,
but the One who sustains and who rules His creation —
intervening in the affairs of His servants to guide and to
bless and to deliver them.

H. Armstrong Roberts Photo

EVIDENCE OF GOD’'S POWER — The Great Galaxy in
Andromeda estimated by astronomers to be over 10 million
trillion miles from earth.
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Learn Which Are God’s Prerogatives

David said: “The Lord is my rock, and my fortress,
and my deliverer; my God, my strength, in whom I will
trust; my buckler, and the horn of my salvation, and my
high tower” (Psalm 18:2). Literally Aundreds of times,
David called upon God to infervene and DELIVER HIM
from someé trouble or calamity.

———Po-you g0 to God with these things, or do you trust in
your own strength and in purely Auman devices?

In addition to being Creator, Ruler, and Deliverer,
God is also our Healer. In Exodus 15:26, God states: “I am
the Lord that healeth thee.”

David was inspired to write: “Bless the Lord, O my
soul, and forget not all his benefits: who forgiveth all thine
iniquities; who HEALETH all thy diseases” (Psalm 103:2-3).

It is God’s prerogative to heal! Very few professing
Christians today really go to God for Aealing when they
are sick.

Although there may be certain things that trained
medical specialists can and should do without intervening
with the natural workings of the body, the only real HEAL-
ING comes from God, who made the human body, and who
can intervene and cut short any sickness or disease if He is
asked in faith to do so. (James 5:14.) The constant teach-
ing and example of Jesus Christ Himself throughout the
four gospels was that God is Healer.

Another growing facet of our modern life which 1s an
ABOMINATION to the true God is the wholesale turning
away from prayer, from Bible study and from reliance
upon the true God in time of trouble, and instead turning
to the new “science” of psychology and psychiatry for
man-made “relief.” Even our own forefathers in Britain
and America would have recognized this as idolatry.

Wide World Photos
MEDICAL SCIENCE — Top photo, shows assortment of
mechanical replacement parts for human beings. Bottom
photo, depicts another hope of sick humans — the operat-
ing table!
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Modern churchgoers turn to these men instead of to
‘their ministers ONLY because most of those very ministers
have FAILED to bring them into living contact with the
true God who lives and rules, and who blesses and delivers
His children from every type of trial, trouble and
calamity!

Understand God's PURPOSE

In Matthew 6:9, Jesus tells us — when we pray — to
address God as our “Father.” Throughout the New Testa-
ment, He is revealed as the one to whom we should go with
ALL of our trials and problems. Like a human father, He
watches over His children and blesses and protects them.
He also chastens every son that He loves (Heb. 12:6).

From the beginning, God has been the ultimate
Father of mankind. In creating man, God said: “Let us
make man in our image after our likeness: and let them
have dominion over the fish of the sea...” (Gen. 1:26).

Man was made in the physical image of God — the
outward form and shape of God. He was given certain
responsibilities and prerogatives like God Himself has —
given dominion or rule over all the creation on this earth.
He was given certain limited powers to make or “create”
— 50 to speak — new things that had never existed before
in that exact form. In this limited way, he has some of the
very abilities of God! For God plans and purposes that we
shall ultimately be like Him — glorified as he is glorified!
(I John 3:2.) Man is ultimately to be born of the Spirit —
made of spirit — cOMPOSED of spirit (John 3:6). He will be
part of the spirit-born, ruling family of God.

God the Father is reproducing Himself! He plans that
those who overcome human nature in this life and learn —
through the help of His indwelling Holy Spirit — to keep
His perfect laws, shall be made like Him — BORN into His
very family and kingdom!

Then, after this life of growing and overcoming, after

Wide World Photo
‘*Science seems ready to confer upon us as its final gift the
power to erase human life from this planet”” — DWIGHT
EISENHOWER.
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ON THE BRINK OF OUTER SPACE AND OBLIVION —

Left, hydrogen bomb explosion. Photo taken at 12,000 feet,

approximately 50 miles from detonation site. Cloud rose to

40,000 feet — the height of 32 Empire State Buildings.

Right, launching of second unmanned Apollo/Saturn V

space vehicle. It generated a liftoff thrust of 7' million
pounds.
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this spiritual REBIRTH, man will be able to exercise pre-
rogatives of God Himself! He will be qualified as an addi-
tional member of the ruling kingdom of God!

(If you would like a detailed, technical exposition of
this spiritual rebirth, write for our free booklets Why Were
You Born? and Just What Do You Mean — Born Again?)

Yet, even in this, science and this “civilization” com-
pete with God, and therefore become FALSE “gods”!

Modern science is trying desperately to give man
power FAR IN EXCESS of his mental and spiritual capabi-
lities for handling such forces! As former President Eisen-
hower said in his first inaugural address: “Science seems
ready to confer upon us as its final gift the power to erase
human life from this planet.” And now — realizing that
what they have already done forebodes DESTRUCTION of
this earth — scientists are working feverishly to invade the
very heavens!

And, here on earth, our ‘“civilization” continues its
paganized teaching that MAN is the ultimate judge of what
is right or wrong and puts man completely in the place of
Gop and His laws! Whether we realize it or not, this
carnal attitude — this God-REJECTING attitude — per-
meates every phase and facet of our civilization
today!

What You SERVE Is Your "God”’

Most people who just go to church once a week and
take their religion for granted actually don’t really know
what WORSHIP is. They think it is something you do once a
week in church — not realizing that it affects every
thought, and word and action EVERY day of your life!

In everything you think or say or do you either SERVE
God — or else you serve your own lusts and Satan the
devil!

The Apostle Paul was inspired to explain this: “Know

Kilburn — Ambassador College
A LAND OF MATERIALISM — "’. . . neither is there any
end of their chariots: Their land also is full of idols; they
worship the work of their own hands, that which their own
fingers have made’’ (Isaiah 2:7-8). A typical day of clogged
congestion in a major United States city.
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against false testimony in the courts of justice. This we
call perjury. It is a criminal offense and rightly so, for
justice is based upon truth.

Yet even this most basic application of the command
stands as an indictment against literally THOUSANDS of
men and women in our society who have the effrontery to
call on the name of God to witness to their wretched lies
and wholesale distortions of truth. The parade of wit-
nesses openly doing this before the American congres-
sional committees is alone a terrible parody on our
nation’s morals — a tragic spectacle for our children to
behold. For it reveals an entire society of businessmen,
industrialists, government bureaucrats, labor leaders and
even college professors all basing their lives on deception,
lies and HYPOCRISY.

More than most people fully grasp, this is a dangerous
situation! For this means that we must not only distrust
our avowed enemies, but also our professed “friends.” It
means that MILLIONS of man-hours and dollars or pounds
must be spent in order to “check up” on the honesty of
those in the government, in business, and so on down the
line. And it breeds throughout our entire society an atti-
tude of cynicism, despair and futility.

For it is the result of breaking God’s Law.

The Practical Value of Honesty

The immediate value of being able to rely on a man’s
word would not only guard every decent man’s reputation,
and eliminate millions of wasted hours from the burden of
“investigating” every statement and report several times
over, it would prevent unworthy men from ever being
placed in high positions of responsibility. It would literally
“clean up” our society!

How often today are entire NATIONS guided by men
who are in power only because of their ability to delude
and deceive their own people!

Throughout the world, we see puppet dictators arising
and promising their followers “something for NOTHING.”
By means of clever propaganda, the leader makes the
people believe what he himself knows to be a big LIE. Then
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follow many months or years of uncertainty, anguish,
frustration until ultimate disaster strikes and the TRUTH is
finally made plain only by force of circumstance.

Even in our democratic nations, men are all too often
recommended for high office — not because of integrity
and ability — but because of what seems “expedient” at
the moment in party politics. The political and govern-
mental leaders who countenance this are certainly “bear-
ing false witness” against their fellow countrymen! They
are living a LIE — as well as helping tell one.

In the field of industry and business, think of the
TREMENDOUS benefit that would come to the public if each
company would really tell the TRUTH about its own prod-
uct and honestly seek to serve the consumer’s real needs!
The effects of this would be literally ASTOUNDING!

Think of a society where each brand of toothpaste and
breakfast cereal, for example, was not just an imitation or
needless variation of another but was the only and BEST of
its particular type, honestly priced and truthfully adver-
tised! Apply this to every phase of society and you get
something near UTOPIA.

But this is NoT a far-fetched or fantastic suggestion. It
is simply the BLESsINGS that would come if the entire
society really and literally obeyed the ninth command-
ment of God!

If you would live forever in the society of God, you are
COMMANDED by Him who gives you life and breath:
“Wherefore putting away lying, speak every man TRUTH
with his neighbor: for we are members one of another”
(Eph. 4:25).

The unbounded blessings that would result from obe-
dience to this eternal law of God stagger the imagination.
Every bit of propaganda, every bit of news in the papers,
every advertisement of any and all products, every busi-
ness dealing, every personal conversation — all would be
based on TRUTH. Jesus Christ expressed how this living
law would operate to bless those that obeyed Him com-
pletely: “And ye shall know the TRUTH, and the truth
shall make you FREE” (John 8:32).
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Apply the Ninth Commandment in YOUR Life

The very root principle of all sin is VANITY. “Vanity of
vanities, saith the Preacher, vanity of vanities; ALL is
vanity” (Eccl. 1:2).

The real reason most men reject the true God is that
they want to be “gods” in their own eyes and the eyes of
their fellowmen. It is vanity.

Every sin that is committed by man has its ultimate
roots in this one principle. And so it is with every form of
lying.

Men LIE because they are more concerned with their
own self-esteem and sense of importance than they are
with the ultimate good of their fellowman. They speak and
act falsely because they fear the opinions of men much
more than that of Almighty Gop Himself! The daily
actions and words of nearly all men bear eloquent testi-
mony to the literal truth of this statement.

As John said even of the religious leaders of his day:
“For they loved the praise of men more than the praise of
God” (John 12:43).

Men and women are often ashamed of what they call
“failure” in a business or social sense. They will cheat,
falsify and LIE in order to avoid this “failure” — or to
cover it up.

But from the point of view of what is intrinsically
“right” — and of eternal values — the thing they should
fear is sIN. For, as the Apostle Paul said, “If God be for us,
who can be against us?’ (Rom. 8:31.)

Jesus said: “Blessed are ye, when men shall revile you,
and persecute you, and shall speak all manner of evil
against you falsely, for my sake” (Matt. 5:11).

We had all better QUIT WORRYING so much about
what puny, mortal men think — and become far more
concerned about what Almighty Gobp thinks! Then we will
learn to cease from all Aypocrisy in business, in social life,
in politics — yes, in our religious and scientific endeavors.

Remember that many whom this deceitful world con-
demned have received God’s blessing and are heirs of eter-
nal life. Never forget that it was through the sin of false
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testimony and lying that Jesus Christ was MURDERED!
“For many bare false witness against him, but their wit-
ness agreed not together” (Mark 14:56).

Since, through vanity, men want to believe what is
“popular” at the moment, they will “kid themselves” and
their associates into believing even religious and scientific
theories that have NO BASIS WHATSOEVER in actual fact!

God warns against all such HYPOCRITES: “For the
wrath of God is revealed from heaven against all ungodli-
ness and unrighteousness of men who hold the truth in
unrighteousness” (Rom. 1:18). Most Bible commentaries
or lexicons show that the expression “hold” should have
been translated “hold down” or “suppress.” Men suppress
the truth.

For God is condemning those who knowingly hold
down or SUPPRESS the truth of God’s existence and His
purpose on this earth! God says the vain philosophers and
scientists of this world are “without excuse” for denying
that God literally CREATED this universe and is now ruling
it through His power (verse 20).

Most scientists and theologians who believe in the
Satan-inspired theory of evolution ought to know better.
Some of them do know better! But they are going along
with what pleases men, and they are living a LIE!

God says they are “without excuse”!

And in the same category are those ministers and
Bible students who continue to teach and practice what
they KNOW are ancient heathen and pagan beliefs and
customs condemned in the Word of God. In all too many
cases, they know better!

They are “without excuse.”

The continued teaching of these basic scientific and
spiritual LIES is the very thing that is BLINDING most of
this world from the real nature of God and of His true plan
and purpose here below. This is the truly TERRIBLE result
of bearing false witness, self-deception and LYING.

For as long as supposedly “educated” leaders keep
deceiving themselves and others about the very existence
and power and plan of God, our civilization is DOOMED!
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Live by the TRUTH

In your own personal life, then, learn the importance
of telling the truth, believing the truth, living the TRUTH.
Be CAREFUL not to base your whole life on a series of LIES
— whether they be personal, political, scientific or reli-
gious distortions of truth.

Remember, it is the real TRUTH which will make you
free (John 8:32).

In your personal speech, guard your words carefully.
You need not always speak everything you know. But
when you speak, let it be TRUTH. Remember: “Death and
life are in the power of the tongue: and they that love it
shall eat the fruit thereof” (Prov. 18:21).

Never forget that a man is only as good as his word. If
a man becomes a habitual liar, it is almost impossible to
help him — for anything he says or does may simply be
another deception.

One of the basic qualities of God’s character is that He
is TRUTH. If we couldn’t rely on God’s Word, there could
be no real assurance of forgiveness from past sins, of
present help in time of need, or of future reward and
eternal life.

Even though God had tremendous well-meaning love,
and all wisdom and power — but you couldn’t rely on His
Word or His promises — WHERE WOULD YOU BE?

Have you ever thought of it that way before?

The very diametric opposite of God’s character is that
of Satan the devil. As Jesus Christ revealed: “When he
speaketh a lie, he speaketh of his own: for he is a LIAR, and
the father of it” (John 8:44).

Those who follow Satan in his refusal to live by truth
have a terrible fate awaiting them: “But the fearful, and
unbelieving . . . and all L1ARS, shall have their part in the
lake which burneth with fire and brimstone: which is the
second death” (Rev. 21:8).

Remember, there are no “white” lies in God’s sight.
Half-truths, distortions and deceptions are condemned
throughout God’s Word.

Jesus said: “Thy word s TRUTH” (John 17:17). Let us
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live by that inspired Word that we may inherit eternal life
in the kingdom that is based on what is literally ¢true and
right.

This is the message of the ninth commandment.



PART TEN

The Tenth Commandment

the financial troubles plaguing most families are
NOT the result of low income? Rather, they are
directly caused by overextending a normally adequate
income for luxuries and personal indulgence, and by the
American habit of installment buying!
“Buy now and pay later,” say the advertisements.
But do you really NEED to buy this item now? And are
you SURE you will be able to “pay later”?

DID YOU know that recent surveys have revealed that

A Society Based on Lust

“Keeping up with the Joneses” is a popular American
slogan.

High pressure advertisements constantly encourage
this idea. It is made to seem “backward” or wrong not to
strive and compete and LUST after as many material pos-
sessions as your neighbor owns.

The modern idea is to “GET all you can while the
getting is good.”

The incessant pressure to “get ahead” — which usu-
ally means to acquire more money and material property
— has become a thing of idolatry. It is BLINDING the minds
and hearts of millions to the life of God.

Several years ago, a prominent religious publication,
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“The Canadian Churchman,” ran a sobering article reveal-
ing the effect of this material idolatry on young African
Christians studying in the United States and Canada.

One such young man said: “Before I came to study
here, I was a good Christian. I dreamed some day of
becoming a medical missionary. Now I'm an atheist.”

“Why?” asked the shocked interviewer.

“Since coming here,” he replied, “I've discovered that
the white man has two gods. One that he taught us about,
and another one to whom he prays. A Presbyterian mis-
sion school taught me that the tribal doctrines of my
ancestors who worshiped images and believed in witchcraft
were wrong and almost ludicrous. But here you worship
larger images — cars and electrical appliances. I honestly
can’t see the difference.”

Surprising?

It shouldn’t be. Except that most people get so close
to their own sin that they can’t see it.

We live in a so-called “Christian” society which is
literally based on LusT and greed for more and more
material things!

The frenzied effort to compete with others and “get
ahead” is the source not only of most financial problems,
but the real cause of much physical and mental illness,
broken homes, frustrated lives.

Most important of all, this form of idolatry leaves
almost no time, strength or desire ever to become
acquainted with the true Gop — whose living laws and
ways alone would bring real inner peace and joy.

The Tenth Commandment Stated

In studying the preceding commandments, we have
seen that every problem and sorrow in our individual and
national lives is directly caused by DISOBEDIENCE to one
or more of the Commandments of God. We have seen that
God’s spiritual Law, the Ten Commandments, reveals THE
WAY to peace, happiness, prosperity — everything man
really wants.

But man usually wants to achieve these results in Ais
own way — the WRONG way. And so he suffers.
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Most men fail to realize that the Ten Commandments
are living, moving, ACTIVE laws — like the law of gravity.
They are automatic. When you break them, they break
you!

So it is with the final commandment of God’s Law.
Even though it may be broken without the knowledge of
any other human being, the penalty for its violation is
absolutely CERTAIN!

This present generation above all others needs to

understand and apply this command in personal and
social life.
_ “THOU SHALT NOT COVET THY NEIGHBOUR’S HOUSE,
THOU SHALT NOT COVET THY NEIGHBOUR’S WIFE, NOR HIS
MANSERVANT, NOR HIS MAIDSERVANT, NOR HIS OX, NOR HIS
ASS, NOR ANY THING THAT IS THY NEIGHBOUR’S” (Ex.
20:17).

Of all the commandments, the tenth refers most spe-
cifically to man’s relation to man.

The force of the commandment lies in these words:
“Thy neighbor’s...thy neighbor’s...his...his.
his...his... thy nelghbor’ ” This is a sevenfold guardmg
of the mterests of another.

It is not wrong to lawfully desire a wife, a servant, or
an ox or ass. But where the object admired is legitimately
out of reach of the one admiring, admiration merging into
desire to possess breaks the commandment.

Although this commandment deals most obviously
with human and physical relationships, the spiritual
requirement of the command is in some ways more rigid
than any that has preceded it. This command regulates
even the thoughts in the mind and heart of man.

Most men look on sin as an outward or physical type
of thing. They do not realize that the holy, righteous
CHARACTER which God purposes in us necessitates that
even our thoughts be completely purified and made like
His.

Action follows thought. What you think, you are.

If you secretly reject God’s standard and His way, if in
your heart you lust after something which you either
cannot or will not come to lawfully possess with His
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blessing, then — sooner or later — this mental rebellion
will bring forth outward sinN. The actions will then proceed
to defy God — to break His Law — because the thoughts
have been doing this all along!

This command pierces through all “surface Christian-
ity” and shows whether a man has really surrendered his
WILL to his Maker! It is a searching and fearful principle.
But it is a command you must learn to oBEY if you are
ever to receive eternal life and glory in the kingdom of
God.

Obviously — when all eternity is involved — God will
not give eternal life to one who in his mind and heart
disdains the very character and way of life God purposes
for those in His kingdom. And so when we come to deal
with the true God, it is time to stop “kidding” ourselves
about religion. We either come to LOVE the Creator God
and His ways and laws with all our being, or we will
automatically begin to resent His authority and rule over
our lives.

That is where the tenth commandment enters in. For
it shows God’s authority even over our inner thoughts! We
must learn to think as God thinks!

“Let this mind be in you, which was also in Christ
Jesus” (Phil. 2:5).

Through God’s Spirit in us, we must fight the fight of
faith — put down the lustful human nature within us —
and ultimately succeed in “bringing into captivity EVERY
THOUGHT to the obedience of Christ” (II Cor. 10:5). This is
the ultimate coAL of the true Christian — to be fully
attained in the resurrection.

But we are to GrROw in God’s character during this
life. We must learn as did righteous Enoch, Noah, Abra-
ham and other servants of the Most High to “walk with
God.” We must go His way — do as He does — think as He
thinks.

But the normal mind of man is filled with selfishness,
vanity, competition, greed, hate, lust. It is a mind cUT OFF
from the ways and thoughts of God (Isa. 55:8,9).

That is why Jesus emphasized how important it is to
get our minds changed, converted and CLEANED UP when
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He said: “Blessed are the pure in heart: for they shall see
God” (Matt. 5:8).

Where Do WE Stand?

Especially since World War II, life in our Western
society has speeded up. We are rushing to make more
money. We are in a hurry to have a good time, to GET
everything we can out of life. On every side, we are taught
to compete with our fellowman for social honors and
material advancement.

We have come to literally cRAVE material luxuries
that were in some cases completely unknown just two
generations ago. We are urged to spend more than we
make — to do more than we ought. “You owe it to your-
self” the subtle advertisement reads in putting over the
idea that we would be foolish not to buy a bigger car, eat
at a more expensive restaurant, or take longer and more
costly trips.

The emphasis is on getting and on SELF.

Nationally, the nations of the world fight and KILL
because of this same attitude of heart. “From whence
come wars and fightings among you? come they not hence,
even of your lusts that war in your members? Ye lust, and
have not: ye kill, and desire to have, and cannot obtain: ye
fight and war, yet ye have not, because ye ask not” (James
4:1, 2).

All too often, the capitalist lusts for more money than
he can easily attain by paying fair wages. So he rROBs his
employees by paying too little, and spending too little on
improving working conditions and safety.

Likewise, the modern laborer — often misguided by
unscrupulous union leaders — learns to LUST after more
money than he can honestly earn. Through organized
pressure and political trickery, he thinks he can get some-
thing for nothing.

This is BREAKING the tenth commandment. It is hurt-
ing not only the man who does it, but it is destroying the
ability of his nation to compete effectively in the world
trade markets! The nation of any people who practice this
form of covETOUSNESS and hypocrisy will ultimately be
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put out of business — taken over and ruled by some other
aggressive system!

Why do millions of Britons and Americans gamble? It
is certainly not through a desire to produce good things
which will serve their fellowman, and thus honestly and
proudly earn their daily bread. It is because of man’s basic
desire to get something for nothing — to COVET a reward
he has not legitimately earned.

“The spirit that dwelleth in us lusteth to envy”
(James 4:5).

Why do so-called “authors” write cheap, paperback
novels based on nothing but filth, obscenity and juvenile
stupidity? Why do publishers print such corruption which
degrades the human emotions of love, kindness and ideal-
ism to a level lower than the dumb brutes?

Is this through a desire to serve God and their
fellowman, to give something worthy and helpful in return
for the blessings which a good income can make possible?

The answer, of course, is that this obscene “literature”
is the result of a particularly foul and perverse form of
COVETOUSNESS — a selfish desire to “get” the good things
of life without having to GIVE anything good in return.

Look about you. You see a society literally FOUNDED
on this principle!

You can quickly see hundreds of other major exam-
ples of COVETOUSNESS in our society if your eyes are really
open. But be willing to see your own covetousness as well!
Be willing to repent of it and ask God for the love and
strength to overcome it.

Jesus Christ’'s Answer

Our generation NEEDS these words of the Son of God:
“Take heed and beware of covetousness: for a man’s life
consisteth not in the abundance of the things which he-
possesseth” (Luke 12:15).

Did you get that? Your real success and happiness in
life, Christ said, is NoT truly able to be measured by how
new or powerful a car you drive, the kind of home you live
in, the clothes you wear, or even the food you eat.

Happiness is a state of MIND. It comes from having
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the very Spirit and mind of Christ inside your own.

Jesus said: “Foxes have holes, and birds of the air have
nests; but the Son of man hath not where to lay his head”
(Luke 9:58). The love, joy and peace which Jesus exempli-
fied came from giving and SERVING — not from any mate-
rial thing Jesus was able to “get.”

Jesus, the Son of man, was able to overcome human
vanity and covetousness because He put the service of God
FAR AHEAD of anything and everything else. After telling
how the unconverted seek after — and worry about — the
material necessities and comforts, He commanded: “But
seek ye FIRST the kingdom of God, and his righteousness;
and all these things shall be added unto you” (Matt. 6:33).

The Commandments Join Together

And so at this point the last commandment joins
hands with the first. For WHATEVER you seek contrary to
God’s will, you covet. If in your mind and heart you lust
and covet something more than to obey the Creator and
receive His blessings, that thing becomes an 1DOL to you.
“Covetousness . . . is IDOLATRY” (Col. 3:5).

Then, whatever you idolize you put in place of the
true Gop. And you BREAK the first commandment: “Thou
shalt have no other gods before me” (Ex. 20:3).

The Apostle Paul said: “Know ye not, that to whom
ye yield yourselves servants to obey, his servant ye are to
whom ye obey; whether of sin unto death, or of obedience
unto righteousness?” (Rom. 6:16.)

When you begin to covet material things, you “serve”
them. You spend your #ime, your energy, your money for
these things. .

In such a situation, you have neither time nor energy
to really sTuDY the Bible, or to spend an hour in earnest
PRAYER before the One who gives you life and breath. And
you find yourself being “stingy” and jealous of the money
you owe your Maker to finance the proclamation of His
truth.

By this simple process, the material things you lust
for and covet literally become your “Gobp.” For you truly
serve and worship them — and find in your life little time,



The Tenth Commandment 139

strength and wealth with which to sERVE the true God
with all of your heart, strength and mind.

Do you see?

Covetousness is a TERRIBLE thing — for it cuts you off
from the fellowship and blessings and love of the great
God of Heaven who made ALL that is — but intended that
this material creation be used in His service and for His
glory.

And, in practical daily life, covetousness violates the
basic principle of the waYy oF LIFE set forth by all the
commandments of God and by Jesus Christ Himself. Jesus
summarized this principle when He said: “I¢ is more
blessed to GIVE than to receive” (Acts 20:35).

If you strive to see how much you can give to others
and SERVE them, you will find the true way to happiness
and eternal life. You will need to ask God for His help and
Spirit. But you will find that this positive approach is the
only way you will be able to keep the tenth commandment.

In learning to lovingly, sincerely and intelligently
serve your fellowman, and to serve and WORSHIP the true
God, you will find the only real sense of fulfillment and joy
in this life. And in the World Tomorrow, you will be given
eternal life and glory in a Divine government literally
based on the principle of LOVE, of giving, of the joy of
serving and contributing to the lasting happiness of others.



Personal
Counsel

Many hundreds have written asking if
we have representatives in their areas to
counsel with them personally — to answer
their questions — and to baptize in certain
cases.

The answer is yes, we do.

The Worldwide Church of God sends
personal representatives (ordained minis-
ters) into most communities of the United
States and British Commonwealth and many
other parts of the world. All of these dedi-
cated men are carefully trained under the
sponsorship of the Ambassador College De-
partment of Theology.

These ministers can visit you, /f invited,
directly in your own home. And this service
is absolutely free and without personal obli-
gation.

So if you do have questions — or require
personal counsel for any reason — feel free
to write us and request a private appoint-
ment. Or, if you'd prefer faster service,
please dial this toll-free number in the con-
tinental United States: 800-423-4444.
(Readers in California, Nevada, Alaska and
Hawaii should call 213-577-5225 collect.)

In any case we'd be happy to send our
men to see you.

Worldwide mailing addresses are listed
at the end of this booklet.




ADDITIONAL READING

Ambassador College publishes many colorful, informa-
tive booklets on a wide range of biblical topics. Four are
listed below.

What is salvation? Is it a place, destination, condition,
or reward? Not one in a hundred knows what salvation is
or how to receive it. Do you?

What are the very basic, down-to-earth fundamentals
of Christianity — the very heart, root, and core of the
teachings of Christ? And did Jesus teach that real repen-
tance and water baptism are necessary for salvation?

b

Does it make any difference which day we observe?
Was the Sabbath given only for Jewish people? Are Chris-
tians commanded to keep Sunday as the Lord’s Day?

Does Jesus Christ have many different church
denominations doing His Work? Is Christ divided? How,
when and where did this religious babylon of multiple
denominations get started? And how does one recognize
the true Church?

Write for your personal copies of the above booklets.
They are sent free as an educational service in the public
interest. Worldwide mailing addresses are at the end of
this booklet.



TheBibleis
a Mow Book

ELIEVE it or not, the Bible was written for our day,
B this age — this generation! The Bible is the most
up-to-date book you can read today.

In the pages of this "'Book that nobody knows’" are
revealed the causes of all of today’s ills — the social
problems, the economic problems, and even the threat
of nuclear annihilation hanging over mankind today.

The Bible shows where world events are leading,
and what the final outcome will be.

But ironically, this ''Book of all books"" is the LEAST
UNDERSTOOD of all books!

Why?

Simply because when most people try to read the
Bible, they can’t understand it. Consequently, they as-
sume it's out of date and irrelevant in our modern age.

But you can understand it.

Here's how!

For more than a decade and a half, Ambassador
College has been helping thousands to become "’Bibli-
cal literates’” through the Ambassador College Corre-
spondence Course. This unique course of Biblical



understanding has led over 200,000 students in nearly
every country on earth to a greater knowledge and un-
derstanding of the Bible.

This course has been designed to guide you
through a systematic study of your own Bible — the
Bible is the only textbook.

A different major subject of vital interest in this
fantastic push-button age is thoroughly gone into
and made clear with éach 16-page, monthly lesson.

There are no assignments or tests to send in. You
review and evaluate your own progress at home. And
there is no tuition cost to you whatsoever.

This course is absolutely free! Just write to the fol-
lowing address and ask to be enrolled. You'll be glad
you did.

AMBASSADOR COLLEGE

CORRESPONDENCE COURSE
Pasadena, California 91109

If you. live outside the United States, please see
the mailing addresses on the next page.
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